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Delegates and visitors at the 2016 ARBCA General Assembly stand for a photo.

Churches, confession are focuses at GA
By Scott Swanson

New churches, new church plants, a
new missionary, and a renewed, intensified
focus and commitment to the London
Baptist Confession of 1689 were the
prevailing emphases of the 2016 General
Assembly of the Association of Reformed
Baptist Churches of America, April 2628 at Grace Reformed Baptist Church in
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Rockford, Ill.
“The theme of the evening messages,
“The Work of Christ in Redemption,
Propitiation and Reconciliation,”0 was
faithfully preached by keynote speakers,
Jerry Slate, Don Lindblad, and John
Giarrizzo. Our hearts were warmed to hear
the Savior exalted and more of His glory
expounded. Serious discussion and attention

was also given to the remnants of the late
controversy over divine impassibility.
Twenty-two churches left for various,
reasons and one church was removed
this year because it could not affirm the
Confession of Faith’s doctrine of God’s
impassibility as clarified by the Theology
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Commentary: Jesus, our Lord, the King of Glory
By Thomas L. Waters

John 17 is considered one of the great chapters of the Bible.
With the exception of the introductory words, the entirety of
the chapter records a prayer of Christ, a prayer that Thomas Manton
refers to as “a standing monument of Christ’s affection to the church”
and one in which, Calvin remarked, “we see the soul of Jesus.”
Like a ripple from a rock pitched into the water, the prayers extend
outward. In verses 1-5, Christ prays concerning His relationship with
the Father; in verses 6-19, Christ prays about His relationship with
His apostles; and, in verses 20-26 our Lord prays for the church in
the world, or to put in more personally, you and me.
As one did not directly enter the Holy of Holies, but first passed
through the courtyard into the Holy Place and at last into the Holy
of Holies, John 17:1 ushers the reader into this inner sanctum by
stating: “When Jesus had spoken these words.”
“These words” are the words recorded in John 13-16, words that
the Lord spoke to His disciples in the hours just prior to His arrest
and crucifixion.
John 13:1: “Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus
knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end.”
The hour for Jesus to enter and depart this world was determined.
Jesus was aware that His hour to depart had come. Aware that His
time of death was imminent, in love His attention is directed more
toward them than Himself.
In love, Christ:
n Comforts His disciples (John 14:1): “Let not your hearts be
troubled.Believe in God; believe also in me. . . . (18) “I will not leave
you as orphans; I will come to you.”
n Instructs His disciples (John 15:10-11): “If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full.”
n Warns His disciples (John 16:2): “They will put you out of the
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will
think he is offering service to God . . . (4) But I have said these things
to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told
them to you. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning,
because I was with you.”
n Prays for His disciples (John 17:1): “When Jesus had spoken
these words, He lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, “Father.” After
speaking to His disciples Jesus now turns to the Father and talks
(prays) to the Father for them.”
The first five verses of John 17 are dominated by the theme and/
or word “glory/glorify.” The words are used five times in the first
fives verses and eight times in the prayer. In two petitions in two
verses, “glorify” serves as bookends for the first part of the prayer.
In the first petition (vs. 1), “Father, the hour has come; glorify
your Son that the Son may glorify you,” “glorify” means to reveal
or declare one’s nature or essence. The focus seems to be upon the

3

cross.
The petition is that the Father will declare (honor) the Son and
that the Son will declare the Father.
The second petition is that the Son will resume his pre-incarnate
effulgent glory and presence with the Father. The focus seems to be
more upon the crown.
People had caught glimpses of Jesus’ person. At his baptism
some heard a voice from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, with who
I am well pleased.”
When he calmed the sea, his disciples marveled what sort of
man Jesus was that even the sea and wind obeyed.
At his transfiguration, his face shone like the sun and even
his clothes were white like light. Yet, the fulness of his person and
ministry were not grasped, not even by the apostles. That night Peter
rebuffed him and Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and
it is enough for us.”
But Jesus prayed that the Father would glorify him. He did,
through strange witnesses.
Casting down the blood money the betrayer testified he had
“sinned by betraying innocent blood.”
Pilate’s wife warned her husband, “Have nothing to do with that
righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a
dream.”
Even one of the centurions who watched Jesus die testified,
“Truly this was the Son of God!”
The Father did by accepting the work Jesus accomplished on
the cross. Doing what no one else could – no angel or patriarch
or sacrifice or law, Jesus redeemed a people by blotting out their
transgressions by nailing them to his cross.
The Father did glorify the Son in his resurrection and ascension,
[Jesus] was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:4).
At the cross of Christ, the glory of the Father was declared.
For here the Father’s eternal purposes were accomplished, covenant
transactions brought to fruition, law and justice were satisfied and
the redemption of his elect accomplished.
On the cross the Father’s love and mercy, righteousness and
peace, holiness and justice, wisdom and power, immutability and
unity are all declared.
Here is the declaration of God’s perfections.
Glory does not stop at the cross. The Lord Jesus has ascended on
high. “See, he sits on yonder throne.”
The Lord would have us be with Him and behold His glory
(John 17:24). In Gen. 45:13, Joseph told his brothers, “You must tell
my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen.”
Joseph would have his brothers tell his father about his honor
in Egypt so that he would more readily leave his homeland and
come to Egypt. To know that his son was there and that he was
powerful and rich and had food would take away the fear of going
to this strange land.
See Commentary, page 17
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In Memoriam: Oscar Bloise, faithful servant of Christ
By A Very Close Friend

March 15, 2016 marked the end of the
earthly journey of Oscar George Bloise.
Oscar was born Feb. 2, 1930 on the
Caribbean Island of Jamaica.
At the age of 23 he came to faith in
Christ through the witness of a tourist who
was visiting Jamaica. His life changed
dramatically, and as he grew in his love for
the Lord, he soon felt a growing desire to
spend his life in the ministry of sharing the
good news of the Gospel. So, in the kind
providence of a God of whom he knew
relatively little at the time, Oscar traveled to
the United States to study for the Christian
ministry. It was the summer of 1956.
To help cover the cost of his studies,
he spent some weeks working as a painter
during that first summer in New York City,
where he had Jamaican contacts. When
the school year began, Oscar relocated
to Philadelphia, Pa. There he moved into
the old, eight-story masonry building
that housed the administrative offices,
bookstore, classrooms, library, dining
facilities, dormitory rooms, maintenance
shop and a recreational floor of Philadelphia
Bible Institute. It was located at 18th and
Arch Streets in downtown Philadelphia.
(This building had previously been a
YMCA, but in 1951, following the merger
of the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania and the
Philadelphia School of the Bible, it became
the home of the newly formed Philadelphia
Bible Institute. C. I. Scofield and William
Pettingill were the founders of the latter of
the two schools that merged, and Scofield
served as the first president and Pettingill
as the first dean. PBI became the bastion of
dispensationalism in the east.)
To navigate from the basement to
the eighth floor, there were two ancient
elevators that required an operator to
manually align the elevator car at each
floor level, then open the inner and
outer doors for passengers to embark or
disembark. Oscar was one of the elevator
operators. Additionally, the floors in the
classrooms and wide hallways required
daily cleaning, and Oscar was a member of
the housecleaning crew.
In January 1957 Leon Blosser entered

PBI and, like Oscar, worked in order to
help pay for the cost of room, board and
schooling. Soon the two became close
friends, sitting next to one another in class,
working as elevator operators, cleaning
classrooms, and studying together in the
dorm. As the spring semester progressed,
it became clear to Oscar that he could not
earn enough money as a painter in New
York City to meet the cost of his school
bills for his second year.
Meanwhile Blosser, who was a
member of Grace Chapel in Carlisle, Pa.,
later renamed Grace Baptist Church, had
a summer job waiting for him. Ernest
Reisinger, a prime mover in the founding of
Grace Chapel in 1951, promised Blosser a
summer job working for Reisinger Brothers
Construction Company.
Leon wrote to Ernie on Oscar’s behalf,
and Ernie promptly promised Oscar work
for the summer. All that remained was to
work out Oscar’s room and board for the
summer. Blosser thought that would be a

simple matter; Oscar could live with him
and his folks. However, this was 1957.
The northern states had won the
American Civil War 92 years earlier, but
whatever the war’s causes had been (states’
rights, slavery, or a combination of both),
prejudice was still alive and well in the
northern states as well as in the southern
states.
On the main street sidewalk in
Carlisle and in the train station in nearby
Harrisburg, the state capital, men with black
skin still shined white men’s shoes, and
neighborhoods were still homogenous (i.e.
either black or white). So, Leon’s suggestion
that Oscar join the Blosser household for
the summer was met with gentle throat
clearing, followed by a discussion about
how to “care for a Christian brother’s needs
without offending the neighbors!”
In the end, ever-humble Oscar took a
room on the top floor of the old YMCA.
See Oscar Bloise, page 11
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RBMS missions around the world
The Lord has answered our prayers and
granted us permission to enter Australia.
On March 15 we found out that the
Australian government had accepted our
application for a permanent residency visa
and since that time we have been working
very hard to prepare everything for our
overseas move.
We are very thankful to the Lord for this
opportunity and we greatly appreciate all of
his people’s prayers.
We spent a couple of weeks in
Pennsylvania following a commissioning
service on April 10, followed by a couple of
weeks in Pennsylvania. Allen also preached
and presented our plans for the work at
churches in Chambersburg and Shermansdale,
Pa. Following our stay in Pennsylvania we
This April marked our first year in
Fort Worth. The ministry at the Naval Air
Station has been very different from our
other settings. The base has a relatively
small number of active-duty service
members, lots of reservists, and a chapel
congregation made up of mostly retired
military members.
The air station has about 45 different
units that deploy all over the world,
involving a number of different aircraft and
support equipment services.
I am able to get around and see many
of the sailors and Marines in their work
places and find a mixed reception regarding
a sense of need for religious ministry –
which is, of course, normal for our culture.
I have a number of counseling cases that
are ongoing and have occasional walk-in
urgent counseling situations as well. I see
the effects of growing up without Christ
coupled with the stresses of military life
every day.
I have been laboring in the books of
Hebrews and Philippians in the preaching
and teaching aspects of my work. The
book studies this year have involved the
subjects of holiness and law/gospel issues.
I have been recently working through

The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>

Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas

185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA
took a brief family vacation before leaving
for Perth on May 3.
First Baptist Church here in Clinton has
been a great support to us during this transition
period and we ask prayer that the Lord would
sustain them as they care for us.
Please continue to pray for First Baptist

Church as they transition after our Allen’s
leaving. Please pray that the Lord would
quickly open opportunities for us to reach the
lost souls of Perth with the gospel.
Please pray that the Lord would enable
us to handle culture shock and grow in our
own sanctification and walk with Him.

The Joyners

<thejoynerfamily@gmail.com>
Patrick, Rhonda, Audrey, Jordan,
Maggie, Noah, Laurel Anna,
Mary M’Cheyne
6905 FM 2738, Burles, TX 76028

Chaplain

three different books with different groups
as well as a Bible study on the book of
Philippians. We have a number of college
and seminary students at our church which
also provides rich possibilities for our gospel
investments.
Rhonda remains fully engaged in
hospitality and mentoring young wives and
mothers and invests much time in assisting
the homeschooling efforts of many newly
involved in teaching their children, as well
as tackling a number of counseling cases.
Son William and his wife Natalyn are
expecting their second child this fall as they
begin seminary studies in preparation for
gospel labors in Mongolia.
Jordan is currently pursuing foreign
missions as well and expects to be in

Southeast Asia the last four months of the
year. Audrey anticipates graduation in
December. Maggie stays busy with our
farming efforts and with Audrey cares for
a number of children to assist delivering
mothers as well as other not-so-urgent
situations. Audrey, Jordan, Maggie, and
Noah provide instrumental accompaniment
for our church services.
LaurelAnna and Mary M’Cheyne
labor away at their vocations of student and
faithful family member!
My family is well and by God’s grace He
is working His work in us and doing Gospel
labors though us. We are very thankful for
your prayers and ask that you continue to
pray for us that we would be faithful and
warm in our piety and that we would be
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RBMS missions around the world
This spring I returned from Bagram
Air Field (BAF), where I served from
December to the beginning of April as the
Special Staff Chaplain for the Combined
Joint Special Operations Air ComponentAfghanistan (CJSOAC-A).
By definition, a CJSOAC is a task
force composed of special operations
aviation units from multiple military
branches who execute special operations
air missions in support of a theater
campaign or other operations.
It was my privilege to serve soldiers,
sailors and airmen engaged in Operation
Inherent Resolve - targeted airstrikes that
are part of the comprehensive strategy to
degrade and defeat the Daesh (i.e., ISIL,
ISIS); and Operation Resolute Support - a
NATO-led training, advisory, assistance,
and counter-terror mission that is part of
the comprehensive strategy to stabilize
Afghanistan and enable the military of
that nation to defend itself successfully.
Only a few days before Christmas,
on Dec. 21, a group of Security Forces
airmen were conducting a perimeter
patrol just outside the cement T-walls of
BAF. A jihadist drove an explosive-laden
motorcycle into the middle of the group
and detonated the charge, murdering six
airmen and injuring several others.
Less than two hours later I was sitting
in the emergency room of Craig Hospital
with surviving members. Their uniforms
were splattered with the blood of their
comrades and their faces were marked
by the grim existence of life in a combat
zone.
Such moments convey the importance
of the service provided by the chaplains
who remind others of the presence of the
holy, the certainty of death, and the reality
of eternity.
Two days later I supported the
memorial service that was televised in
part by the national media, and then
hosted a memorial ceremony at the
headquarters of CJSOAC-A. I used
the opportunity to remind our service

The Galyons

<jim.galyon@gmail.com> James,
Sharon, Jameson, Jenna and Jonathan
1216 Picadilly Drive
Hurlburt Field, FL 32544

Chaplain, USAF

members that life is precious, and that all
must prepare themselves for facing God.
A few weeks later a helicopter went
down, and our courageous members were
assaulted from all sides with enemy fire.
An airman was shot in the leg, but due
to extenuating circumstances, we were
unable to evacuate him and the others for
about 21 hours.
Due to the wisdom applied by his
comrades, they worked his tourniquet
in such a fashion that blood was kept
flowing through the leg during the ordeal.
While we were all concerned that the limb
would be lost, not only was the leg saved,
but that young man has recuperated fully.
I was privileged to fly with the
commander to Kandahar Air Field and
not only visit him in the hospital the day
after he arrived, but also to participate in
the presentation of the Purple Heart medal
to him.
On Christmas Eve I traveled
throughout Afghanistan
with
the
commander and several other staff
members to engage in battlefield
circulation. We took care packages to
members in remote areas and sought to
encourage them in the midst of conflict.
It was nice to see their welcoming smiles
and to check on each of them personally.
Christmas Day proved to be exciting in
several different ways.
We were not only hit by an earthquake
that registered 6.3 on the Richter scale, but
also by the power of the Gospel during a
Christmas service.
I led that service and preached on the
love of God in the Incarnation of Christ

Jesus. The interim commander, who is
Jewish, attended the service. He, along
with everyone else, heard a clear message
about the promised Messiah taking on
human flesh to die for sinners.
Several individuals were moved
to tears and strengthened in their
faith. Even in the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, the message of the Gospel
is being proclaimed. As I heard the calls
to prayer throughout the day, I prayed that
that message would also be heard outside
of the concrete barriers and take root to
dispel the darkness.
Throughout the course of the
deployment I led two weekly Bible
studies. Each study was for a different
group, and each group met twice a week.
The studies were launched with a robust
discussion of God as Creator and Savior,
and I let the attendees determine the
course of the discussion.
As a result of doing that, we ended
up discussing great theological themes the mystery of an infinite God becoming
a finite Man, divine sovereignty and
human responsibility, human depravity
and sovereign grace, and the distinction
between justification and sanctification.
Several attendees remarked that
the depth of the studies proved quite
beneficial to their own spiritual walks. I
also had the opportunity to preach once
a month. The sermons were also wellreceived, particularly the one on suffering
and the sovereignty of God and the one
on the importance of standing firm in
Galyons, page 7
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RBMS missions around the world
Year in, year out, our God remains the
same as He keeps His covenant faithfulness.
We can say with the psalmist: I bow down
toward your holy temple and give thanks
to your name for your steadfast love and
your faithfulness, for you have exalted
above all things your name and you word
(Ps 138:2).
n Église réformée baptiste de la
Capitale in Quebec City keeps enjoying a
season of peace and growth. In fact, we are
planning some changes to our building in
order to seat more people. We have visitors
regularly.
n During 2015, we had the joy of
seeing the parents of the first lady that has
been converted through our radio ministry
coming to the Lord. They were baptized a
few weeks ago.
n We are also most thankful to the
Lord for the addition of a new elder and
two new deacons. At this point, we are
three elders and have five deacons.
n For over a year I have been planning
to start a Bible study and prayer group
in Lévis on the south shore of the St.
Lawrence. This is about 35 minutes from
Quebec City. But with my involvement in
the new church plant project in Montreal, I
have not been able to do it. Pastor Jacques
Pelletier has decided to take my place and
start these meetings in Lévis.
n The last three months of the year
brought sad news and good news. The sad
news had been the closure of our Montreal

Galyons
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the faith while remaining completely
dependent upon the work of Christ Jesus
for salvation.
Thank you so much for praying
for God to use His Word in the
lives of our service members.
Prior to the deployment I was informed
that unit assignments would change in
January. I was quite displeased about this

The Perrons

<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Church that I planted 14 years ago. For
different reasons Pastor Daniel Durand left
to join another association and the church
closed down.
The good news is that the very Sunday
that the church was having its last service
has also been the Sunday when we had our
first worship meeting as Église réformée
baptiste de la Trinité in Montreal. This new
church plant project, which on Sept. 27,
now averages between 18 and 23 people in
attendance.
n We are very thankful to Pastor
Marcel Longchamps of our Church in
Rouyn-Noranda who graciously offered us
the opportunity to create and to take care of
a website for our Église réformée baptiste
de la Trinité, our Church plant in Montreal.
I invite you to visit it: erbt.org
Here are some prayer requests:
n The wherewithal of our church
plant.
n A couple at our church plant that
are planning to get married in August and

asked me to do premarital counseling with
them.
n For my safety as I am traveling every
week to Montreal (six hours round trip).
n For my wife, as she often comes with
me. I am most grateful for her support.
n A couple in our church in Quebec
City, as they are on the verge of splitting
over a church issue. She is attending a
Pentecostal Church with the three younger
children and he is attending our church
with his two oldest sons.
n For Max, a 26-year-old man, married
with four children. He and his wife would
like to serve in the ministry and their reason
for moving to Quebec City was to become
better established in the Reformed Baptist
faith. He is now working and also taking
courses from CBTS.
n For Pastor Pascal Denault and I as
we started a new training program in May
for potential church officers.
Thank you so much for your fellowship
and prayers.

development, and tried everything I could
to retain my responsibilities with the
505th Command & Control Wing (CCW);
the 361st Intelligence, Surveillance &
Reconnaissance Group (ISRG); the 19th
Special Operations Squadron (SOS); and
the 823rd Rapid Engineer Deployable
Heavy Operational Repair Squadron
Engineer (RED HORSE) Squadron.
Despite my deep disappointment
in losing these units, the deployment
enabled me to build relationships with
those from Hurlburt Field in the 1st

Special Operations Group (1 SOG) for
which I now serve.
The 1st Special Operations Group
includes special forces aerial combat
squadrons: the 4th Special Operations
Squadron - who fly the AC-130 Gunships,
the 8th Special Operations Squadron
- who fly the CV-22 Osprey, the 15th
Special Operations Squadron - who fly the
MC-130 Combat Talon II, and the 34th
Galyons, page 8
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RBMS missions around the world
We continue to see slow progress in the
two church plants in Bucaramanga and the
one in San Gil.
In these there have been and are
complications, one of the most difficult being
disagreements among some of the leaders
that have brought serious division. In the
40-year-old church in Curití, there still has
been no growth for some years.
The over 4-year-old peace talks
between the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) guerrilla movement and
the Colombia government continue. March
23 was set as the date when an agreement
would be signed. That didn’t happen, and
now the goal is Dec. 31.
(Editor’s note: During the last week of
June, Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos and FARC commander Rodrigo
Londono agreed to a ceasefire and rebel
demobilization deal.)
As to if or how this agreement will
be submitted to Congress or to a general
national consultation is not certain. Of course,
everybody wants to see the over 50-year-old
armed conflict come to an end, but there are
serious concerns about the nature of some of
the concessions made to the leftist movement.
It seems also that the crimes committed over
these many years may not receive adequate
sentences, and this easily may serve to divide
as well as to encourage others in the future
in many areas to take justice into their own
hands, seeing that the ends are accepted as
justifying the means.
Not that all the injustices are on just
one side. Social and economic inequality,
corruption, and idolatry mean problems
with the justice system and the health and
educational programs.
Colombia, like most if not all of Latin
America (and the rest of the world) is in dire
straits, although not to the same extent as
many. In addition to the above-mentioned
complications, a second guerrilla movement,
the ELN (the National Liberation Army),
much smaller but more radical, has begun
negotiations with the government, but without
halting criminal activities. And a third group,

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

the EPL (the Popular Liberation Army), has
just resurfaced in the news. And still more
dangerous, the “Bacrim” (the armed criminal
bands), composed of right-wing paramilitary
groups, mafias, extortionists, and just
common criminals of all sorts have pushed
the national police to the limits of their law
enforcement capabilities.
And an additional note: a recent
Supreme Court decision was handed down,
recognizing same-sex unions as marriages,
even though the national constitution very
clearly defines marriage as between a man
and a woman.
Efforts continue to prepare pastors
for the Reformed churches and for church
planting. It is very difficult to say just how
many Reformed churches exist in Colombia.
The count depends on the definition of what
is a church and what is Reformed.
In Bogotá, let’s say there are between
15 and 25. Three of these have attendances
of between 140 and 200. In Medellín, one
congregation has an attendance of at least
300. And in nearly every large city there is
some Reformed witness and interest.
That certainly is of great encouragement. To God be the glory! This has come about
largely in the past 30 years. Two seminaries
function in Bogotá, the one sponsored now
by the seminary in Owensboro, Ky., and the
other by Miami International Seminary. Two
function in Medellín.
All of these and some smaller efforts are
under Colombian leadership, of course, but
with considerable outside funding. Reformed
resources via Internet have been greatly used
of the Lord in furthering His work.

Paul Washer of Heart Cry ministries
is one of the most often mentioned initial
contacts for pastors now professing the
Reformed faith. Reformed literature
continues to be very, very important.
Earlier this spring, the sixth national
Reformed convention was held in Medellín
with as many as 800 people attending
some of the sessions. Originally this event
was designed for pastors only, but now the
invitation is much wider.
We pray that the good work begun may
now be strengthened in solid foundations of a
Reformed mentality, all of Scripture for all of
life, taught by the Spirit for the glory of God
in the preaching of the Gospel of the grace of
God in Christ.

Galyons
From page 7

and 319th Special Operations Squadrons
- who fly the U-28A.
Members from these squadrons are
deployed two to three times per year,
so working to enhance their mental and
spiritual resilience and helping keep their
families healthy and intact are primary
responsibilities. I ask that you pray for
me as I minister to these outstanding
airmen.
Please pray that I might have favor
with the 1st SOG leadership, and that
opportunities for discussing the Gospel
might abound.
See Galyons, page 9
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The growth that we reported going
into 2015 has been repeated once again
in the closing weeks of the year and into
2016.
A couple of families have moved into
the area and are attending the meetings of
the church regularly; they have expressed
an interest in membership, so we have
been working through “Introducing
Crosspoint” classes with a view to
improving their understanding of our
beliefs and practices before they commit
to membership.
Other families have come to us from
another church and are also very regular
in attendance and, though not able to
join due to confessional differences, they
have also been attending the “Introducing
Crosspoint” classes.
These additions to our regular
congregation have been a great
encouragement to us, but have also
brought pastoral and practical challenges.
Please pray for wisdom and grace for the
elders and for the church as a whole.
Following the GA, Dafydd traveled
to India to be involved in a Theological
Studies Camp for the second time.
These camps are intended as a means of
influencing young men theologically and
practically over the long term. Many of
the men are in some form of “ministry;”
others are training for the pastoral ministry,
while others are simply interested in more
in-depth study of the Word.
Most of the men are reasonably fluent
in English, but some are not. They also
come from a range of social, economic
and educational backgrounds.
This diversity presents challenges,
but it is also a great encouragement to see
them hungering for the truth and earnest
to grow in understanding and obedience.
Please pray that this work will bring forth
lasting fruit to the glory of our God and
Savior and the good of His people in
India.
Every July the School of Theology
is a highlight for the church as we host

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>

Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
33 Sutherland Crescent
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND
a number of men from around New
Zealand and also Australia. This year we
are looking forward to Samuel Renihan
coming to teach on Covenant Theology.
The topic has become one of great interest
and conversation, and we are glad to
benefit from Sam’s research in this area.
Please pray for Sam as he prepares
and teaches this material, and for the men
who gather to learn from him: may it
result in a clearer understanding of God’s
saving work and a greater appreciation
for our confessional heritage.
While there is nothing of note to
report for the second half of the year,
we are praying that the Lord will build
and bless his church through the routine
ministry of the word, which each Lord’s
day currently consists in the exposition of

the Gospel of Luke in the mornings and
the book of Numbers in the evenings.
During the mid-week meeting
we continue to work slowly through
the Baptist Catechism. Then there are
monthly services in a home for the elderly,
and less frequent opportunities for formal
outreach into the community, particularly
at Christmas and Easter.
We again want to thank Christ
Reformed Baptist Church in Vista and
ARBCA for the generous support of the
ministry at Crosspoint Church.
We have been greatly blessed through
this providential partnership, and we trust
that the Lord will guide and bless you in
your service for him throughout the year
ahead.
Soli Deo gloria!

Galyons

with leadership.
As you know, if chaplains do
not get promoted, they are unable
to continue serving in the military.
The love and support my family and I have
received from ARBCA congregations
(especially Miller Valley Baptist Church)
has been a tremendous blessing. Please
know that we appreciate your unbelievable
kindness and generosity.
It is an honor to labor with those who
remain steadfast to our Lord and His Word
in the midst of this wicked generation.
I count it a privilege in partnering
with you for the sake of glorifying the
Lord and advancing His gospel.
Pro Deo et Patria!

From page 8

While I was deployed I received the
news that I was named the Company
Grade Officer of the Year for the 1st
Special Operations Wing Staff Agencies.
This will be very helpful as I near the
promotion board for major (O-4) next
year. In addition to this, both the deputy
commander and the senior enlisted
member from CJSOAC-A sent very
encouraging reports to the leadership
regarding my service during deployment.
Let me again express my appreciation
to you for your prayers regarding favor
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One of the challenges facing military
service, and one that many who serve
in missions and ministry can empathize
with, is being away from home, friends,
and family for very long periods of time.
Janet and I left our home in Michigan
in 2009 when I was selected for active
duty. Before being selected, I served as
an institutional chaplain at a multi-level
prison about 40 miles east of Grand
Rapids, which was only about a threehour drive from family.
On weekends, holidays, and vacations
we regularly enjoyed time with siblings,
parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles.
In particular, I come from a family
who gathers regularly for various picnics,
celebrations, and camping excursions.
Since leaving now, almost seven years ago,
we have missed most of these gatherings,
and have made it a point to create our own
traditions and memories.
This past year I have let the business
of service, ministry, school, and life get
in the way of this very important priority.
Most weekends have been spent reading,
studying, or out on duty calls, and the
result has been that we have not taken
much time to do family activities since
last spring.
In early January, I was scheduled to
travel to Estes Park, Colo., to officiate a
wedding for a fellow captain. My plan
was to travel as official duty, fly in for the
wedding, then leave the following day
to return to my obligations in Vegas. As
our loving wives often do, Janet quickly
pointed out the shortcomings of my plans
simply saying, “You are not going to Estes
Park without me….” (She has a love for
Colorado and the mountains).
Her simple statement helped me
realize, again, that we cannot become
so busy in our labors that we miss
opportunities and, frankly, neglect
priorities. I quickly changed my plans
and we combined my official duties with
personal leave, spending a total of six days
in the mountains as a family enjoying the

The Stoleys

Joshua, Janet, Elisa, Caleb, Katelyn and Lukas
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10932 Mt. Pendleton St.
Las Vegas, NV 89179

Chaplain, USAF

sights, the snow and each other’s good
company.
After returning from our trip, we
have been purposeful in taking time on
weekends to get out as a family to visit
local sights, play at the parks, unwind,
and recharge.
Now, how does all this relate to
ministry? In December I took a course
as part of my DMin work that reminded
me of the surprising rates of burnout
among pastors, missionaries, and those in
vocational ministry.
Ninety percent of pastors work
more than 50 hours a week. Ninety-four
percent feel pressured to have a perfect
family. Eighty percent feel that ministry
negatively affects their families.
Eighty percent believe they have
insufficient time with their wives.
Seventy-five percent report unhealthy
levels of stress, worry, depression, fear,
anxiety, and anger. Fifty-seven percent
say they would leave the ministry if they
had something else they could do.
The Chaplain Corps is not exempt
from these staggering statistics. Our
service is no harder than any other ministry,
and it is no easier either. As such, it is very
easy for chaplains, myself included, to fall
into unhealthy habits of work, to let time
boundaries lapse, and to neglect our other
God-given responsibilities for the sake of
ministry.
There is no doubt that ministry is a
sacrifice. We are called to give all that we
have for the sake of the glorious gospel.
With the apostle, we strive to pour out our

lives as an offering. Yet, we cannot forget
that we cannot give what we do not have.
If we are burnt out to the point that we can
no longer serve, what use are we? If we
sacrifice our families, rendering ourselves
unqualified, what use are we?
The irony is that I work with families
on a regular basis who are suffering
because Mom or Dad spends too much
time at work, and too little time at home.
Here we find one of the ways in which
we, as those called to gospel ministry, can
set the example in conduct and in faith, by
taking time to rest, taking time to recharge,
taking time to care for and minister to our
own families, and trusting that the work
the Lord has for us will continue to be
fruitful.
Having taken time this past quarter
to purposefully rest, recharge, and spend
time with family, I have found that I have
been better equipped to handle the normal
challenges of ministry.
My counseling load remains constant,
and the top issue I continue to see is
marriage and relationship counseling.
Please continue to pray for our families
and marriages.
By the Lord’s grace, I have seen two
marriages recovered these past months,
and one divorce averted. One airman I
have been working with has rediscovered
his faith and is relying on the Lord during
some very difficult times.
Janet and I are so thankful for our
ARBCA family. Your prayers, cards, and
notes are very encouraging. Thank you so
very much.
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As I present my report for 2016 I am
reminded of a few lines of poetry by W.B.
Yeats and in a sense they describe Ireland
at the present time:
“Things fall apart; the centre cannot
hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the
world,…..
The best lack all conviction, while the
worst
Are full of passionate intensity.”
What follows will help to elucidate
those few lines of poetry.
During 2015 our country became the
first that voted for same-sex marriage and
the vote was carried in favor by a clear
majority! How this has happened will take
a long time to understand and what will be
the implications is difficult to determine
but I think we can say that it has just
become harder for Evangelicals in Ireland.
I suppose it was easy for this vote to
succeed in the present climate of atheistic
dogma and secular aggression with the
media in general very much in favor of the
secularization of Ireland at every level.
Up until now abortion has been illegal
in Ireland, but with a strong wave in favor
of changing the Irish Constitution to allow
abortion, I fear it will also become a part of
the new Irish landscape. It seems to me that
Europe is in the midst of a new Dark Age.
How long it will last is anyone’s guess.
But I am reminded of the quotation “after
darkness, light.”

Oscar Bloise
From page 4

Very early every morning Leon’s mother
packed lunch boxes for both Oscar and
Leon, but Oscar was expected to be at
the Blosser table for evening meals and
Sunday dinner (i.e. noon). It took no more
than a week for Oscar to be accepted into
the family without reservation.
Whatever ridicule Oscar faced at

The Brennans
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Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

IRELAND

So each of us must continue to shine
like stars in the darkness and become ever
more visible and contrasting against the
black background. We need also to pray the
Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers
into his harvest fields. And that He might
repeatedly command the light to shine (2
Cor. 4:6).
The church here in Clonmel has had a
year of steady continuity – nothing dramatic
by way of conversions, regretfully, and
gratefully nothing by way of controversy
either!
The regular ministry has taken place as
I have preached through the life of David,
Hebrews 1-6, Jonah, Amos and Malachi.
The summer Holiday Bible Club was
run again this year by the young people
of the church. The number of children
attending was encouraging.
It has been most gratifying to have our
own men preach whenever I am not here.
This is a blessing not taken for granted.
The radio work is a strange ministry.

I rarely have feedback from this program,
and yet I am told that 1,500 to 3,000 people
listen. Occasionally, I hear of one or two
who listen but there are never enquiries
directly sent to the program, so I cannot
intelligently gauge the response.
By the time you read this, we, as a
church, will have bought a piece of ground
to build a permanent place of worship in
Clonmel. It will also allow us do more
outreach and community activities. We
expect to get planning permission from the
council and then we will endeavor to raise
the outstanding funds needed to build.
I am conscious that this is the right
time to do this, as we cannot be certain that
we will have a building to rent for the long
term. Also, we have, in God’s kindness, the
funds to buy the land and some left over to
be put into the building fund.
We are very grateful for the ongoing
ties of support and affection with our
ARBCA members and we pray that we all
may be given daily strength to uphold the
Savior.

work from rough and tumble construction
workers lasted only a few days, too. After
they observed his work ethic, daily output
and Christian deportment, word spread
quickly, and supervisors were delighted
to have “that new black fellow” on their
crew.
Meanwhile, Oscar won the hearts
of the members of the Carlisle church
congregation, too. He returned to Carlisle
each summer throughout his time of studies
in Philadelphia, and each summer he

worked for Reisinger Bros.
Those to whom he felt particularly
close he often addressed as doctor, and
always referred to himself as “the black
sheep;” as he aged, it became “the old black
sheep.” In 1958 Philadelphia Bible Institute
added a year and was renamed Philadelphia
College of Bible.
Oscar remained an extra year and
earned his bachelor’s of science in Bible
See Oscar Bloise, page 12
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before returning to Jamaica. Well before
this time, church families in Carlisle
counted it an honor to have him reside in
their homes.
After graduation in June of 1958,
Oscar returned to Jamaica where he was
involved in pastoral work in Morant Bay
and in Spanish Town. While Oscar had been
studying in the United States, his future
wife, Dolly (whom he had not yet met)
was studying nursing in Jamaica. They met
in 1960, while Oscar was ministering in
Morant Bay. Oscar and Dolly were married
in 1962.
(Dolly went home be with the Lord in
October 2010 after a protracted and painful
struggle with cancer.)
Both Oscar and Dolly were carriers of
a disease called sickle cell anemia. There
is no cure for sickle cell anemia, and those
who suffer from it endure very painful
attacks from time to time in addition to
living with the reality of permanent damage
to the body’s vital organs.
Their two children inherited the
disease.
A son, Orville, was born in 1964 and a
daughter, Dee Ann, in 1971.
The Lord called Orville home on
April 1, 2015. As a consequence of sickle
cell anemia, he suffered heart, kidney and
pancreatic problems. A second painful blow
to Oscar occurred in July 2015 when Dee
Ann suffered a debilitating stroke that has
left her with partial paralysis, even though
it has not diminished her sweet spirit.
On a number of occasions, the entire
family came to the States to attend a family
conference and be refreshed spiritually.
The family conference held by Grace
Baptist Church of Carlisle, Pa. proved to be
very influential in Oscar’s life. It was there
that his circle of acquaintances broadened
among folks from many different churches.
It was also there that Oscar came to a
clearer understanding of the theology of
the Reformation.
Oscar mentioned to me numerous
times that it was at a pastors’ conference in
the late 1960’s that “his eyes were opened
to the doctrines of grace.” He had great

Oscar and Dolly with their children, Orville and Dee Ann.
respect for Pastor Albert Martin and Pastor
Walter Chantry, from whom he learned
much by listening to their preaching, both
in person and by means of their recorded
sermons.
By 1971, as Oscar’s theology moved
from dispensational and Arminian to
covenantal and Calvinistic, he relocated
to Kingston, Jamaica and began to
tirelessly visit door to door with a view
to seeing a church formed where the great
truths rediscovered during the Protestant
Reformation could be revived in Jamaica
and clearly taught.
Therefore, in 1971, with support
and encouragement from the church in
Carlisle, Oscar began to gather a group in
Kingston. His first meeting was with four
adults and four children. Eventually, there
were 45 members and an average Lord’s
Day morning attendance of 70, with 50 in
Sunday school.
Oscar obtained a property at 33 Red
Hills Road in Kingston. Initially, Grace
Reformed Baptist Church met in a simple
block structure erected alongside an

existing house on the property.
In 1981, they constructed an attractive
building designed for public worship,
and eventually GRBC became one of 15
churches that comprise the Fellowship
of Independent Baptist Churches in
Jamaica.
Oscar had a nucleus of faithful and
dedicated folks in the church. He worked
diligently to build up the congregation
through visitation, solid preaching and even
providing transportation for some with a
VW bus that he had acquired. A faithful
member who now preaches in Oscar’s
place, Boise Williams, lived on the property
in the early days of the church. Others came
from more than walking distance.
GRBC is at the edge of an area known
as Gully Bank. As the name indicates, this
area consists of storm gullies, drains and
culverts where castaways from society
live in a crime-ridden subculture. Oscar
always had a concern for the young folks
who lived in the squalor of Gully Bank and
See Oscar Bloise, page 13
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some of them attended game nights and
young people’s meetings that he organized
in the church facility.
In 1998 Grace Fellowship Church in
Hazleton, Pa. organized their first group
of 21 people who traveled to Kingston in
order to add a second floor to the original
meeting hall that now stood behind the
church proper. They also conducted a
Vacation Bible School that Kelly Knowlden
from the Hazleton church would continue
to organize each summer for the next 14
years.
For seven of those years he was
joined by my son-in-law, Dan Stuber, and
members of his family in conducting VBS.
In the early years more than 100 young
people attended VBS. Each year, many
who attended came from Gully Bank.
Over the years there were two attempts
to find pastoral assistance for Oscar.
Even the best of men have feet of clay,
and problems arose that cut short both
attempts.
On two occasions Kelly Knowlden,
for whom Oscar had high regard, went
to Kingston to mediate and give counsel.
Previously, elders from the Carlisle church
had visited to encourage Oscar in the
work.
(In the final weeks of Oscar’s life, Dan
and Kelly flew to Kingston for a weekend
to sit with Oscar, read and pray with him,
and bid him farewell.)
In 2014, Oscar retired from the ministry
in GRBC. He then provided pulpit supply
for Faith Missionary Baptist Church in a
rough-and-tumble section of Kingston, and
another church in May Pen, 55 kilometers
west of Kingston, where the pastor had
recently died. Ainsley Francis, one of

G.A.

From page 1
Committee Report of 2015.”
The three-day assembly included
the election of Steve Martin of Trinity
Reformed Baptist Church of Jackson, Ga.,
as coordinator, replacing Giarrizzo, who

Oscar, left, participates in a commissioning service in Jamaica in 2013. He gave the benediction.
the deacons from GRBC drove Oscar to
May Pen and back when he went there to
preach.
Oscar labored faithfully under difficult
circumstances, and he survived on a meager
salary, but he never complained.
He once wrote, “Ministry in Jamaica
is made difficult by ... deep poverty and
high rates of unemployment (that) plague
the nation. If young people are well trained,
they often leave their homeland for work
in … prosperous nations. …. Many young
couples live together outside of marriage
and … avoid all attendance at worship. The
transportation of drugs from South America
to North America through Jamaica has also
had a bad effect upon Jamaican life.”
Nevertheless, Oscar soldiered on until
the end of 2015, when he became physically
unable to continue.
He had been deeply affected by the

suffering Dolly endured, especially near
the end of her earthly journey. Therefore,
Oscar determined not to allow any kind of
surgery, radiation or chemical treatment in
the event that he would ever be diagnosed
with cancer.
In the end, however, it made little
difference.
At the time of his diagnosis in January
2016, his oncologist informed him that the
disease was so pervasive and advanced
that he had only weeks to live. As it turned
out, he had none of the intense pain he had
seen his dear wife endure. However, his
robust strength faded quickly into physical
weakness until, early in the morning
of March 15, 2016, he entered into the
presence of his Savior, whom he had so
faithfully served for the last 63 of his 86
years on this earth.
– Submitted by Leon Blosser

served in the position on an interim basis
during the past year.
Jeff Massey, Chair of the Membership
Committee, introduced four new churches
to be voted in as members of ARBCA by
the assembled delegates from the churches.
They are:
n Christ Reformed Baptist Church,
Hale’s Corners, Wis., in the Milwaukee area.

Pastor Tom Chantry noted that Milwaukee
is noted for beer and motorcycles, and
is largely populated by Catholics and
Lutherans.
“Evangelicals have not played a large
role in our city,” he said. Christ Reformed
Baptist Church was founded in 2000 by
See G.A., page 14
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families who had come to the doctrines of
grace and had begun attending the Rockford
church, more than an hour away. Chantry
became pastor in 2005 and the church
constituted in 2007. Two members have
already attended the Institute for Reformed
Baptist Studies, Dabney Olguin and Sam
Ganup, the latter seeking to become an Air
Force chaplain.
n Covenant Baptist Church, Clarksville
Tenn., pastored by John Miller, is a church
plant that has been established through
cooperation by ARBCA. Clarksville,
numbering about 150,000, is home to the
101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell
and to Austin Peay University. The church
was planted in 2007 when a local family
contacted ARBCA member Grace Baptist
Church of Hartsville, Tenn., asking for help.
In 2010 it called Miller and it
constituted in May of 2014.
Miller said only one family remains
from 2011 among the 50-plus current
members, due in part to turnover because of
military reassignments. He said Covenant
Baptist is interested in starting another
church.
n Providence Baptist Church of Ball,
La., pastored by Pastor William Avants,
is located at the “ankle” of Louisiana in a
community of about 12,000 homes. “We
intend to reach out to each of them,” Avants
said.
He has served as a bivocational pastor
for two years in the church, which originated
from the split of a Southern Baptist church
30 years ago. Currently, it has 20 members,
with three families visiting.
Avants, who has attended three of
the last four General Assemblies, said his
church’s entry into ARBCA was “a long
time coming” and that he looks forward to
“building relationships.”
n Waco Family Baptist Church is
located in a community that Pastor Todd
Gill noted is known for the cult leader David
Koresh and the Branch Davidians’ deadly
51-day stand-off against federal authorities
in 1993, a shootout between police and
biker gangs in 2015, Baylor University and
Todd and Joanna Gaines of the TV show
“Fixer Upper,” to whose children Gill’s

Delegates, visitors and Grace Reformed Baptist Church congregants sing during an evening
meeting.
wife teaches sewing, he noted.
The community of 129,000 has 250
churches.
“People come to church and say, ‘I’ve
been visiting churches for nine months
every Lord’s Day and have yet to need a
Bible,’” Gill said.
Gill said he came to the church, then
numbering about 50, in 2007 after a church
split.
“I quickly grew the church to 20,” he said.
Over the years, hundreds have come through
the doors and he said current attendance is
between 50 and 60. He noted that he had just
baptized a couple who drive an hour and a
half to get to Waco Family Baptist.
Delegates voted 47-2 to exclude one
church from ARBCA membership, Pioneer
Valley Baptist Chapel of Chicopee, Mass.,
because Pastor Steve Graham testified that
his church could not affirm the definition
of “impassibility” in the London Baptist
Confession of Faith of 1689, laid out by the
Theology Committee at last year’s G.A.
ARBCA leaders publicly praised
Graham’s “honesty and integrity” in
standing by his conscience on the issue,
even though he testified that he did not want
to leave.
“The (Administrative Council) has not
taken great joy at all in working through
this,” Steve Martin told Graham and the
assembled delegates. “This means you have
lost privileges as a voting member, but that
doesn’t mean you can’t associate with us.”
Speakers repeatedly emphasized that
although ARBCA members adhere to the
Confession as the doctrinal “parameters,”

as one put it, which provides the basis of
the association between member churches,
ARBCA’s purpose is not to be hostile or
unwelcoming to those who don’t subscribe
to the Confession in the same manner.
Delegates elected new Administrative
Council members Michael Kelly of Port
Cities Reformed Baptist Church of Lewiston,
Wash., Earl Blackburn of Heritage Baptist
Church of Shreveport, La., David Dykstra
of Grace Covenant Baptist Church of Willis,
Texas, and Al Huber of Grace Reformed
Baptist Church of Rockford, Ill.
Much of the emphasis during the three
days was on preparing the next generation
of leaders for the association’s activities:
existing churches and new plants, foreign
missions and evangelistic outreach based
on those activities.
Dr. James Renihan, who has led the
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies at
Westminster Seminary California for 18
years, spoke at length about the need and
the prospects for establishing a conservative
confessional Reformed Baptist seminary.
He said delegates will likely be asked
to act on the issue at next year’s G.A.
The goal, he said, is to turn IRBS into a
“full-fledged” seminary that would begin
holding classes in 2018 and produce an
inaugural graduating class in 2021. The
most promising location thus far has proved
to be the Dallas/Fort Worth area of Texas,
he said.
“We believe that men need to be welltrained in a society that is moving away
See G.A., page 15
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from the gospel,” Renihan said, noting that
as ARBCA churches plant more churches,
men will be needed to lead them. “We need
more men, men who are trained and ready
to step into those pulpits. We want to be able
to send men into other cities, other states.
We believe the time is now and the Lord has
given to us this responsibility.”
He noted that Westminster West began
with four professors and had one graduate
in its first class, 35 years ago. The second
class graduated seven. Since then, 1,100
have graduated, most entering the gospel
ministry.
“In 35 years, with God’s blessing,
could we have 1,100 men graduate, and go
out into states and countries, to represent
the cause that we believe?
“We think of extending the kingdom
geographically, and we should. But I also
think we should think about preparing the
way for future generations. Who will pastor
your grandchildren? We provide physically
for our grandchildren, but their souls are
more important than their bodies.”
He observed that the state of Georgia
has 156 counties.
“What if you planted one church in
every county in Georgia? How will that
happen? Not by wishful thinking. By
careful planning.
“Our generation is planters. The next
generation should be waterers. We have
some very, very fine young men in the next
generation. Christ gives the gift of ministers,
but we’re the ones who must train them.”
Bob Curley of Emanuel Baptist Church
of Georgetown, Texas, who chairs the Home
Missions Committee, introduced four new
church plants that have begun in the last
year, which, he noted, is the highest number
presented for approval in any one year of
the association’s history.
n San Tan Valley Reformed Baptist
Church in San Tan Valley/Queen Creek,
Ariz. is sponsored by Grace Covenant
Church of Gilbert, Ariz. Grace Covenant
elder Frank Urquidez, one of the individuals
leading the effort, noted that the community,
located about 45 minutes from Gilbert,
numbered 30,000 people 10 years ago;
now it’s 100,000 plus, of whom 30,000

Meal time provides great opportunities for fellowship and meeting new people.
are Hispanic. He said both he and the other
prospective pastor are Spanish-speaking.
The group started prayer meetings eight
months ago, and the core of six families
continues, with new people attending as
well.
n Christ Reformed Baptist Church in
Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain, Tenn.,
sponsored by Covenant Baptist Church
of Clarksville, Tenn., itself a fairly recent
church plant, is located near Covenant
College, a reformed Presbyterian school in
Lookout Mountain. Nathan White, an elder
at Covenant Baptist who graduated from
the college himself, said there are no other
Reformed Baptist churches in the area.
White said ARBCA headquarters was
contacted by a Covenant College professor
who had formerly been a member of an
ARBCA church, who inquired about the
possibility of starting a church plant in the
Chattanooga area. He said an empty former
Baptist church building is already available
to the church plant and a core group of three
Covenant College professors along with
other staff and students is in place. Plans are
to launch Sunday morning worship services
in August, he said.
Even though Chattanooga is considered
one of the most biblically literate areas of
the country, he said, “Christianity there is
very nominal.”
n A yet unnamed church plant in
Longview, Texas, sponsored by Heritage
Baptist Church of Shreveport, La., is

located about 65 miles west of Shreveport
in the piney woods of northeast Texas,
along Interstate 20, about two hours east of
Dallas.
Church-planting pastor David Randall
will be joined by Heritage Baptist member
Ryan McCubbin, who grew up in Longview
and has many contacts in the community,
in which nearly half the population claims
no religious affiliation and two-thirds of the
rest are either Catholic or Southern Baptist.
The two plan to begin Bible and Confession
studies in September and Lord’s Day
services in January 2017.
n Valley Baptist Church in Valley City,
N.D., sponsored by Community Baptist
Church of Fargo, N.D., is an existing church
that began as a Southern Baptist plant in
the mid-1990s. Church planter Wayne
Vleck took over the leadership about 10
years ago and served without a salary to
nurture his vision of a reformed church in a
state with only one other reformed Baptist
congregation. When Vleck passed away in
April 2015, he handed over the keys – and
vision – to Community Baptist, 55 miles
away in eastern North Dakota.
Valley City, a rural area, includes two
families who moved from a Reformed
Baptist church in Southern California and
who are currently members of CBC. They
are among a core group of six families
who are attending weekly Sunday evening
See G.A., page 16
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services, averaging 10 to 15 people.
Valley Baptist has a fully equipped church and a parsonage.
The city includes 21 churches, five of them Lutheran, and Valley
City State University, which has some 1,500 students – a significant
outreach opportunity. This church plant opportunity is strongly
supported by the 21 families in CBC. CBC also sponsored an IRBS
pastoral intern, Michael Beatty, who served last summer in Valley
City.
CBC Pastor Doug VanderMeulin noted that North Dakota, the
No. 1 producer of winter wheat, sunflower seeds and wind energy
in the U.S., is also the fastest-growing state in the union.
“There are a lot of things there, but one thing we don’t have
is gospel churches. Primarily, what we need is a man, a man who
wants to go to the mission life, help fill pulpits that are empty,
buildings that are empty, where people need the gospel.”
He emphasized the need to have sending churches committed
to the task of evangelizing the world.
“Second only to maintaining our doctrinal integrity as an
association, planting churches is a priority of our association,”
he said. “It’s important that people in our churches realize we are
involved aggressively in church planting.”
In association business, Treasurer Bruce Kronheim reported
total income for ARBCA and IRBS in 2015 was $340,157, against
$319,441 in expenses. He noted that those expenditures were
significantly below the $341,593 spent in 2014, attributing that
difference to the fact that the coordinator position became part-time
in April of last year. General income from churches and individuals
in 2015 dropped to $258,635 from $269,152 in 2014.
Delegates approved a budget totaling $288,389 for 2016, down
from the $351,707 approved last year.
Kronheim, who is retiring this year, was honored for 19 years
of “selfless support,” as new Coordinator Steve Martin put it.
Outgoing Coordinator John Giarrizzo added: “He not only
kept track of ARBCA’s finances, but he also has kept ARBCA from
doing prison ministry.”
Delegates also approved two special project requests, totaling
$18,500, for 2016.
n Trinity Reformed Baptist Church of Kirkland, Wash.
requested $15,000 for supplemental training for pastors and
ministerial aspirants in Cuba by sending TRBC Pastor Don
Lindblad and Don Arndt, an elder at Elm Street Baptist Church in
Sweet Home, Ore., and Wayne Anderson, a missionary to Mexico,
to speak in Cuba on the theme “What is the Gospel?” Lindblad
plans to return to Cuba with Eddie Florentino of Heritage Baptist
Church of Mansfield, Texas, to teach on “The Public Means of
Grace” later in the year.
n The second Special Project was for $3,500, requested by
Free Grace Baptist Church of Chilliwack, B.C., to send member
and IRBS student Michael Kirkpatrick and his wife to Singapore
to do a six – to eight-week summer internship there at Shalom
Reformed Baptist Church.

Administrative Council members are: in front, from left, Larry Vincent and Bob Curley; in second row, from left, John Giarrizzo, AlHuber, Michael Kelly and Steve Martin; and, in rear, from left, Jeff
Massey, David Dykstra, Brandon Smith and Rob Cosby.
Dr. Jim Renihan presented “A Tale of Two Associations
– Revisited,” a repeat of the lecture he gave at the founding of
ARBCA 19 years ago, reviewing the origin and early proceedings
of the London Baptist Association in the late 1600s, as compared
to ARBCA and the Bristol Association, which arose after the death
of the London Association after four years – over a controversy
centering on the singing of hymns.
Arden Hodgins, pastor of Trinity Reformed Baptist Church in
La Mirada, Calif., and a member of the Administrative Council,
presented a Defense of Confessionalism. Though briefly recounting
the presence of confessions in the Scripture itself and throughout
church history, his presentation focused on the “basics” of how the
confession is a hermeneutical, interpretive document – a distillation
of what we believe the Bible to teach, a consensus document, a
historical document and a biblical document.
Dr. Richard Barcellos, pastor of Grace Reformed Baptist
Church of Palmdale, Calif., presented a circular letter he wrote:
“How the ‘uses of the law...sweetly comply with … the grace of the
Gospel,’” from Chapter 19, Section 7 of the Confession.
Barcellos noted that not only is that connection what ARBCA
members confess in their adherence to the 1689, but it is broadly
misunderstood, and denied by prominent evangelicals. He asserted
that the uses of the moral law, as stated in 19.6 are not contrary
to, but affirm the spirit-enabled obedience that comes to believers
through the grace of the gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit.
National pastor Dafydd Hughes of New Zealand reported on
his work with Crosspoint Church in Palmerston North. He told
of how he grew up in Wales, spending most of his youth in the
church pastored by Geoffrey Thomas in Aberstywyth, Wales, and
emigrated to New Zealand after feeling a call to preach the gospel.
He recounted how he helped found a Reformed Baptist Church
in Christchurch, then moved to Palmerston North, where he has
worked with what is now called Crosspoint Church since 2006,
how nearly two-thirds of the congregation departed for various
See G.A., page 17
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reasons several years ago and how, in the last year, the church’s
numbers have nearly tripled.
He told about the week-long School of Theology, which is
entering its 10th year and includes some 20 pastors and elders
from various Reformed Baptist churches around New Zealand. Jim
Renihan has taught most of the nine years, and Sam Renihan will
teach on covenant theology this year. He also discussed his efforts
to train church leaders in India, where he was heading the week
after the G.A.
Pastor Fred Malone of First Baptist Church of Clinton, La.,
reported on new missionary Allan Beardmore’s planned work in
Perth, Australia, which he said is one of the most multi-ethnic cities
in the world. He was commissioned on April 10 and departed May
3 for Perth.
The group in Perth numbers about 30 people. “I think the need
of another Reformed Baptist ministry, another church, in a city that
numbers millions of people, was very clear on his heart,” Malone
said. He said Beardmore’s goal is to establish the Perth church, then
move elsewhere to plant another, and eventually form an association
of Reformed Baptist churches on the west coast of Australia.
“He hopes to see many churches started, fellowship and
gaining strength,” he said.
He noted that Beardmore, who was raised in Grace Baptist
Church in Carlisle, has progressed in theological understanding
and ministerial ability in the last year.
Air Force Chaplain James Galyon reported that after returning
from Afghanistan in April his oldest son Jonathan, who previously
had said he had no interest in Christianity, told him he wanted to
be baptized.
He talked about sitting with airmen in a hospital after a jihadist
detonated a bomb into a crowd of servicemen just before Christmas.
He ended up visiting with six of them in the next week.
Galyon related how he deals with servicemen and women who
are “busted and broken,” particularly by combat experiences and

Commentary
From page 3

The Lord would have us see His glory. His glory is not only
a matter or worship and awe, but assurance and confidence (Read
Eph. 1:15-23). Here is encouragement to the weary believer and
warrior to hold fast to your confession. To come to the throne of
grace with boldness.
“Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the
King of glory! Selah (Psalm 24:10).
Hark, ten thousand harps and voices
Sound the note of praise above!
Jesus reigns, and Heav’n rejoices,

Always a hot spot, the book tables are a center of commerce and
conversation. Here Mike Gaydosh, left, talks books with Cam Porter
of Free Grace Baptist Church in British Columbia.

family problems that often end in divorce, and which sometimes
result in loss of faith.
He said he is leading a Bible study based on the Apostle’s
Creed, and asked for boldness to proclaim the gospel when
opportunities arise and that chaplains would have favor with
military leaders, which will be necessary for them to be able to
continue in ministry.
Samuel Rai, a church leader from Nepal, reported that
financial aid from ARBCA churches has opened doors to the gospel
in earthquake-ravaged regions in his country. Rai, who has been
educated at Metropolitan Tabernacle in London under Dr. Peter
Masters, said that some 300 Reformed Baptist churches have
been planted in south-central Asia – Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and
Northern India in recent years and that he has a personal goal of
seeing 600 established there.
Rai said his people’s biggest need is theological education and
asked ARBCA for its help in educating pastors.
Jesus reigns, the God of love;
See, He sits on yonder throne;
Jesus rules the world alone.
King of glory, reign forever!		
Thine an everlasting crown.
Nothing from Thy love shall sever
Those whom Thou hast made Thine own:
Happy objects of Thy grace,
Destined to behold Thy face.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Amen! 			

– Thomas Kelly

– Thomas Waters pastsors at Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Jessup, Ga.
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History: Reformed Baptists movement 50 years old
By David Dykstra

June 7, 2016 marked the 50th anniversary of the modern Reformed Baptist movement in America.
All we have today is traced back to the Pastors Conference held
at Grace Baptist Church of Carlisle, Pa., that began on that Monday
in 1966.
From that small beginning emerged the Reformed Baptist Association (1968), Reformed Baptist Missions Services (1985), and finally,
the Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America in 1997.
The modern era of formal cooperation among Reformed Baptist
churches had begun.
In those early days, little formal work had been done in understanding our particular Baptist heritage. As a result, the early cooperative efforts were plagued by weakness. The original Reformed
Baptist Association (RBA) was little more than a ministers’ fraternal,
rather than the kind of association required by the Second London
Confession of Faith. Throughout its history, from 1968 till its demise
in 1993, the RBA was hamstrung by its doctrine of “local churchism”
– a phrase coined by Walt Chantry. That doctrine stated that all cooperative efforts had to be under the direct control of one local church.
The RBA was not allowed to act associationally either in cooperative
efforts or in holding each other accountable for violations of sound
doctrine or practice.
This belief in “local churchism” led finally to a split in the RBA,
from which Reformed Baptist Missions Services (RBMS) began.
Late in 1981, the elders at Grace Baptist Church, Carlisle, sent
out a paper on missions, calling for cooperative work in the support
of missions. On Feb. 27, 1982, at Grace Bible Church in Catawissa,
Pa., 104 men met to discuss cooperative efforts in foreign missions.
This meeting of the RBA brought men together from Rhode Island to
Virginia. Two parties emerged from this meeting. One was an associational party, and the other became more and more anti-associational.
Out of this division emerged Reformed Baptist Missions Services. In
July of 1984, a decision was reached to hold a convention, and on
March 6-7, 1985, RBMS began in Anderson, Ind.
The Carlisle Pastors Conference in 1966 had resulted in the formation of the RBA in 1968, and the split in the RBA in 1982 had now
led to the formation of RBMS in 1985. This was a major step forward
in becoming the kind of association called for in our Confession of
Faith.
The RBMS Constitution forbade the organization from becoming involved in handling what our Confession refers to as “cases of
difficulties or differences, either in point of doctrine or administration, wherein either the churches in general are concerned, or any one
church, in their peace, union, and edification; or any member or members of any church are injured in or by any proceedings in censures not
agreeable to truth and order” [2LCF 26:15].
RBMS, then, was a step forward, but since its sole concern was
the support of missionaries sent out by the churches, it could not implement all the associational policies required by the Confession.
The authoritarian controversy that began in the mid-1980s saw
an irreparable breach develop among the churches. More and more

The Pastors Conference in 1966 at Grace Baptist Church
men began to see that if there was to be the implementation of all the
Confession required, an association had to be formed that was not
hampered by the “local churchism” of the anti-associational men.
A truly confessional organization had to be established that could
do all that the Confession required.
The goals in forming a new national association were ambitious.
It was recognized that cooperation was needed for ministerial training,
church planting at home and abroad, publications, and in handling
inter- and intra-church difficulties.
On Nov. 12, 1996, 25 pastors met at Heritage Church in Fayetteville, Ga., to begin the Constitutional Convention that would draft the
constitution of what would emerge as the Association of Reformed
Baptist Churches of America (ARBCA). On March 11, 1997, delegates from 24 churches convened in Mesa, Arizona, and signed a Covenant of Association, and ARBCA was off and running.
From the earliest days of RBMS, the members held to a policy that
came to be called “full subscription” to our confessional standards. In
1989, an appeal to have a two-tiered membership in RBMS, allowing
for exceptions to its Confession, was rejected by the delegates. In that
same year, an applying church was rejected for membership because
an elder was a vocal opponent of the Confession’s teaching on the law
and the Sabbath.
When ARBCA was in the formative stage, the original statement on subscription was taken from Princeton Seminary’s original
position. It went through some minor editing and was adopted by the
churches at the General Assembly of 1998.
Throughout the years, our confessional position has been challenged on several occasions, but in every case, whether in RBMS or in
ARBCA, our policy of full subscription has been upheld.
Our cooperative work in ministerial training has been blessed of
God, and now we see a regular procession of graduates from the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies (IRBS) and Westminster Seminary,
California, taking up both pastorates in ARBCA and leadership positions in the Association itself.
Church plants are going forward in several cities, and missionaries are being sent and supported. Publication of books and pamphlets
continues, and throughout the world the influence of our Association
is expanding.
And it all began on June 7, 1966.

