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ARBCA General Assembly delegates and visitors gather at Community Baptist Church of Fargo, N.D.

Seminary, church planting and Christ
Fargo G.A. focuses
on growth, gospel
By Scott Swanson

Church planting and preparation of
men for gospel ministry were two big
themes during the General Assembly of the
Association of Reformed Baptist Churches
of America held May 8-10 at Community

Inside: Preaching the
Gospel at Funerals. PAGE 3

Baptist Church in Fargo, N.D.
But the Lord of the church, Jesus
Christ, was a primary and recurring
emphasis, particularly in the keynote
messages delivered each evening by Dr.
Liam Goligher, pastor of Tenth Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia.
Goligher preached from Hebrews
about Christ’s superiority, emphasizing
particularly His superiority and work as
See GA, page 9
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Dr. Liam Goligher preaches on Christ’s superiority.
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Commentary: Preaching the gospel at funerals
By Thomas Waters

The other day I attended a
funeral.
It was, as funerals by nature
are, a time of grief and sorrow.
However, because death had
so recently visited this family
in a most discourteous way,
this funeral had a sense of
cumulative tragedy about it.
As is a common practice,
more than one preacher was to
speak at this particular service.
The first to speak took his
place behind the sacred desk.
With great affection he told us
because of the enormity of the
tragedy this death imposed; he
felt quite at a loss for words of
comfort to speak to the family.
He proceeded to expend many
words conveying his great shock
and sorrow due to the enormity
of the matter. Furthermore, he
explained how words failed to
express our corporate grief and
offer any meaningful comfort to
the family.
Then, he read a verse of
scripture, then another, and
another and yet another and spoke again of how he did not know
what to say. ‘Twas good, methinks, that he read so much of the
Scripture. Yet, it would have been of great help and perhaps
some greater consolation had he had explained those same
Scriptures.
So, while ignoring Paul’s dying mandate to Timothy to,
“Preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2), at least we heard God’s
word as he read several Scriptures aloud.
It seems that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is rarely
preached any more at funerals. Even though a minister of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is presiding, too often the Gospel of
Jesus Christ is noticeably absent.
Because of the absence of the declaration of the Gospel,
(Gospel declaration involves more than reading Bible verses) it
is often hard to distinguish if the funeral is Christian and distinct
from that of a Muslim or Mormon, or Jew or Jehovah Witness.
Like a persistent weed, it is increasingly popular to have
more said about the deceased than Christ during the funeral
service. Stories are told, pictures shown, and friends and family
give testimonies about the deceased.
However, the reality, cause and inevitability of death are
avoided, as are Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, ascension and

return. It is as if all one needs to
do to go to heaven is die.
Or perhaps it may be that
one is saved by a ledger full of
good works.
Why look at the pictures?
Listen to the eulogy? Can’t
you see? Didn’t you hear the
witnesses?
Never mind the reality of
death. Never mind that this
good woman who now lies
before us dead!
Never mind that the wages
of sin is death. Never mind that
there is only one name given
under heaven whereby we must
be saved!
No, let’s talk about apple
pie or the time Uncle Ben’s
trousers fell down.
The second preacher stood
to speak. He too spoke of the
enormity of the tragedy and the
inadequacy of human words.
I began to think, “Is there no
hope? Is God too small for ‘our
tragedies?’”
Then I heard him say:
“But while I have no words
of comfort to say to you, God does. Our hope and comfort are
not to be found in the wisdom and words of men, but the Holy
Scriptures. Hear now as I read a portion of God’s Word and with
His help offer to explain these words.
“Let us pray that the Lord would be pleased to use these
words for our comfort and for His glory.”
Whereupon the brother opened the Book and read the Word
of God and began with the help of the Holy Spirit to give the
sense of those words and cause us to understand their meaning.
What’s this I hear? Preaching? Oh, my soul! He is preaching
the Gospel. “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the
good news!” (Rom. 10:15) Yes, there is Balm in Gilead! Yes,
there are words of comfort for those who are sorrowing. “Besides
being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge,
weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great
care. The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly
he wrote words of truth” (Eccl. 12:9-10).
Hear now the admonition of the Apostle Paul: “But I would
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
See Commentary, page 14
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21 years of Cuban ministry bearing fruit
January 2018 marked 21 years for the Reformed Baptist
Association of Cuba.
Even before the formation of that association, Daniel Peréz had
a relationship with RBMS through Coordinator David Straub. This
connection continued with the formation of ARBCA.
For many years, money has been raised in special projects to
send ARBCA pastors to Cuba twice a year for teaching. Recently,
this relationship changed – slightly, but significantly. Pastor Peréz
and his son Jatniel have become approved national pastors of our
association.
Special projects for ministry in Cuba continue, but a more
formal relationship, with regular support, now exists.
The ARBCA national pastor status is sponsored by the Trinity
Reformed Baptist Church of Kirkland, Wash. This closer relationship
fosters increased fellowship, greater accountability, and a stronger
commitment to each other. It also helps in managing and providing
help for these churches in a timely manner, not only with regular
support but also with anticipated projects.
In addition to his pastoral responsibilities in Velasco, Jatniel is
busy networking with pastors throughout the island and has begun
a seminary. He organizes conferences twice yearly for ARBCA
pastors led by Pastor Don Lindblad of TRBC. Jatniel trains around
30 men in his seminary in Velasco. In addition, he offers distance
learning to about 150 others.
In addition to the church building in Velasco, a separate
building is used as dormitory space for the seminary and for pastors’
conferences. Some months ago, the authorities approached Jatniel
to mandate the renovation of this building.
Portions were falling down. Generous ARBCA donors last fall
provided resources to build and finish the first floor of a projected
two-story structure, the second story to provide housing for his
family, as required by the government.
Finishing the second story is halted at present due to skyrocketing
costs, which are expected to normalize in the near future. Further
resources will be needed to complete this project.
In June, Tucson Reformed Baptist Church Pastor Rob Cosby
accompanied TRBC Pastor Don Lindblad for a two-week trip of
lecturing in several locations across the Island on The Necessity of
Reforming the Church. In Velasco, these men also expounded two
chapters of the Confession. On the Lord’s days, these men preached
as well.
Early in September, Hurricane Irma moved across the spine of
the island, causing extensive damage, leaving a number homeless
and almost everyone without necessary resources.
TRBC made immediate contact with Daniel and Jatniel and
learned the needs were great. The RBMS Committee was made
aware of the particulars and authorized TRBC to receive funds from
our churches to assist as we could.
Needy brethren have been assisted across the island and
churches’ roofs have been repaired.
Pastors Don and Stefan Lindblad of TRBC traveled throughout
the island following the hurricane, with Jatniel Pérez as guide.
Food and other necessities were distributed in a number of places.

Jatniel Peréz with his wife Anyely and children Daniela and Daniel.

Daniel and Reyna Peréz, left, with son Josue, daughter-in-law Yainarelis and grandchildren AnEsther and AnnaEsther.
Preaching services were held as well.
It was an important time to demonstrate our love to needy
brethren, and it was a real eye-opener for Pastor Stefan as it was his
first trip to Cuba.
In December Pastor John Giarrizzo of Grace Covenant Church
in Gilbert, Ariz., accompanied Don Lindblad and Wayne Anderson
of Faro de Gracia Publishing to Cuba to speak at conferences.
Wayne meets occasionally with Jatniel to arrange for printing
his titles in Cuba at a greatly discounted rate.
See Cuba, page 7
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RBMS missions around the world
Warmest and brotherly greetings to all
our sister churches for whom we pray and
give thanks to God. How precious is our
fellowship.
As I wear more than one hat, it is my
privilege to report on the different ministries
it has pleased our Lord to place me in.
First of all, some news from Église
réformée baptiste de la Capitale in Quebec
City. Though still experiencing some trials
(few people left, a man under discipline,
serious illness), we enjoy God’s peace and
blessing.
It has been a while since we had a
baptism, though new people are attending
on a regular basis. In the course of March,
three people presented us with a request to
be baptized – one man and two women who
are very serious about the things pertaining
to God’s Kingdom. On top of that four more
people applied for membership.
It goes without saying that we are most
grateful to God for these additions.
I just finished teaching a course on
Hermeneutics and we are very pleased with
the interest of all those who registered who
said they found it very useful and that it will
improve their way of reading the Word of
God.
I have been asked to teach other courses
but for now, with my preaching in Montreal
and my teaching at the Faculté de théologie
évangélique de Montréal, I cannot take on
more.
Jacques Pelletier (my co-elder in
Quebec City) and I are working on a training
program for those who are involved in our
Sunday morning celebration, especially
those who lead.
We ask your prayers for a man, Simon,
who is receiving palliative care as he is in
terminally ill with cancer. His wife is on a
leave of absence in order to be with him in
these last moments.
Concerning our church in Montreal, I
am still serving as a pastor from a distance
with the assistance of Christian and
Christophe, two wonderful and dedicated
brethren. We are in touch every day to

The Perrons

<raymondperron47@gmail.com>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

discuss every issue that the congregation is
facing.
Christian is doing an outstanding job as
he coordinates the activities of the church
and Christophe is very involved with the
follow-up of the people.
I thank God for Christophe and Augusto
Ramirez, as each of them is preaching once
a month so that I don’t have to be there
each Sunday. I preach twice or three times
a month and I have started a series on the
epistle of James.
We also have another brother, one of
my former students, who is occasionally
teaching at the midweek prayer meeting.
Augusto shows to be a great asset for our
church. He used to pastor the La Alborada
church in Columbia and he move to the
Montreal area about a year or so ago. Our
brother Stan Line spoke very highly of him
when we asked him for a recommendation.
By the time you read this, on June
2, God willing, we will have had the first
wedding in our Montreal church. Nicolas
Jame and Émilie have made this important
decision after 14 months of “dating.”
I will have the privilege of officiating
their wedding ceremony. You could
certainly pray for them.
We would also appreciate your
prayers for two young men who are having
difficulties in their spiritual walk.
Once more, we invite you to join us in
prayer for our brother Guillaume Bourin,
who is planning to arrive at the end of June,
a couple of weeks after his wedding. We
thank our God that we have been able to
find his financial support with the help of

Heritage Baptist Church in Mansfield and
the sacrificial giving of our churches in
Quebec City and St-Jérôme that came to
supplement the amount the Montreal church
pledge to give.
Our radio station keeps going; we are
pleased to announce that the certificate
for the repeater in St-Jérôme has been
renewed.
Our Quebec association (Association
d’églises réformées baptistes du Québec)
will hold its General Assembly on May 1
and 2 in Nantes, where our dear brother
Marcel Longchamp is pastoring. This
year, our guest speaker will be our beloved
brother David Johnston. We ask for your
prayers as he is preparing his message for
the occasion.
Unfortunately, my schedule did not
allow me to attend our GA in Fargo, this
year. My next trip out of the country will
be after the GA as, God willing, I will be
visiting my sending church in La Mirada.
I am scheduled to preach on the Sunday
morning service and to meet with the elders
in the afternoon to discuss my present
situation.
On April 16, I’ll teach the last session
of my course on Anthropology at the Faculté
évangélique de Montréal. They would like
me to keep teaching there but I am not sure
if I can still travel back and forth as I did in
the past. Your prayers to that effect would
be appreciated.
As I close this short report, let me again
express my gratitude for your prayers and
support; it is a thorough blessing to be a part
of our association.
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Greetings brothers and sisters in
Christ!
First and foremost, on Jan. 10, Janet
and I welcomed our newest edition, Gemma
Rey Stoley, who was born at 7 pounds, 4.9
ounces. Both mom and baby did very well
and we were able to return home a short 24
hours after birth.
Gemma has been an absolute delight
and blessing from the Lord. She is a
sweet baby who has been nothing but
smiles seemingly from day one. Our other
children, Elisa (13), Caleb (12), Katelyn
(11) and Lukas (3) continue to do well.
Elisa continues to respond well to
her medication for her thyroid condition,
although her specialist did say she will
eventually need surgery. We appreciate
continued prayers for her in this regard.
At the end of January I was able to
gather with friends and family to celebrate
my promotion to major. My parents came
down from Michigan, my grandfather from
Florida, and a previous commander and
colleague from Louisiana.
The highlight of the event was
the officiating officer recognizing my
grandfather for his 25 years of service,
specifically because the three of us (me, my
grandfather, and the officer) had the honor
of serving the same organization 60 years
apart.
Ministry has been challenging these
first few months of 2018.
In late December one of our members,
a married father of two, suffered an
accident that left him severely burned over
90 percent of his body. He survived for a
few weeks, but succumbed to his injuries
shortly after the New Year.
I conducted a funeral for his family
in our largest hanger on base, where more
than 400 military members, commanders,
and family members gathered to mourn.
Sadly, his death has not been the only one
we have experienced at Little Rock. In just a
few short months the Little Rock Air Force
Base community has had six members (four
active duty, one civilian, and one spouse)

The Stoleys

Joshua, Janet, Elisa, Caleb, Katelyn and Lukas
<Joshua.Stoley@gmail.com>
129 Alabama Drive
Jacksonville, AR 72026

Chaplain, USAF

Gemma Rey Stoley
die by suicide. Additionally, the chapel
responded to a seventh suicide of a member
stationed elsewhere in the country, whose
parents lived just outside our gates.
As you can imagine, the community
is hurting as we deal with such losses.
Without going into too much detail, the
common thread among these tragedies has
been relationship and marriage struggles.
As we all know, marriage is hard.
Marriage in the military has the added
stressors of long work hours, regular
moving, deployments and the like. Please
continue to pray for our military families

and marriages. Pray for the chapel as we
develop programs to address this critical
need.
To that end, we are working, with Family
Life Ministries headquartered here in Little
Rock, to provide some biblical and Christcentered programs for our community.
As we develop outreach programs for
families and marriages, we continue to
focus on revitalizing our chapel community.
In particular, we put extra focus this year in
providing worship opportunities for Holy
See Stoleys, page 8
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A run-off to determine the winner of
the Colombian presidential elections takes
place June 24 between the two highest
candidates.
The voters have choices among
candidates from the far right through
the middle to the strong left. The right
is vowing to modify radically the peace
agreement with the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia guerrilla group signed
in December of 2016, an agreement that
has not yet secured a settled peace in
Colombia.
In the congressional elections March
11, an evangelical party won three seats
in Congress. With poverty, corruption,
injustice, and idolatry so rampant in
Colombia and in most of Latin America,
the economic and political attraction of the
left is very strong.
We hear positive reports of growth in
Reformed churches throughout the nation.
We are not able to judge just how thorough
the reformation is as a whole, but we have
reasons to be optimistic.
No, complete agreement in the camp
doesn’t exist; secondary issues sometimes
become primary. Theological training for
pastors can be superficial at times, but there
are at least three helpful programs being
offered nationwide. This, plus the efforts
of individual churches and the options on
internet, are good signs of zeal to know and
preach all God’s counsel.
Good books are abundant. In

Cuba
From page 4

The theme of the conferences was The
Five Solas of the Reformation. Conferences
in multiple places were well attended and the
ministry was well-received. For the churches
of the Reformed Baptist Association, Don
and John expounded two chapters of the
Confession in an ongoing series.
It is a delight to report the activity of
these Cuban pastors and their association.

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

comparison to 50 years ago, we might say
that the market is flooded!
Still, many Reformed churches remain
small, and that means that financial support
for pastors is a problem. A matter that
concerns us greatly is that a very high
proportion of our churches’ growth is not
from conversions but rather from transfers
from non-Reformed churches.
In spite of the existing pastoral training
programs, our church in Bogotá, that of La
Alborada, has been over a year without a
pastor.
Pastor Marco Antonio Orjuela of the
San José de Bavaria church has been helping
us, and the four deacons have functioned as
elders without being formally named such.
Carlos Rocha, a deacon of the San José
church, has put together a program using
materials from different sources in an effort
to train men of the church who show ability
for the pastoral office. Now we wait to see
if a call from the Lord and from the church
may come to one or more of these.

The idea is that a man with some time
as a member of La Alborada is more likely
to respect our “traditions” than someone
brought in from outside. However, we are
open to the Lord’s provision of a pastor
some other way! Our constant primary
need is for a more consistent walk in the
Spirit.
We have a web page, www.
iglesiacristinagraciayamor.org, that you
might wish to check out so as to know us
better – if you understand Spanish, that
is. We also have a 24-hour radio station
on internet. Radio Gracia y Amor, www.
radiograciayamor.com.
The Christian School year began in
February with 210 students instead of the
240 of last year. This has caused some
financial pressures, but not impossible
ones. We continue to pray that the children
and their parents would believe the Gospel
as the power of God unto salvation.
Thank you for praying for us and for
the cause of Christ around the world.

Most of all, it is encouraging to note the
growth of their churches through the
preaching of God’s Word. Daniel’s church
is located in a rural setting, but the work
is continually adding new folks through
conversions and baptisms.
Attendance runs in the 40s and 50s. His
main contribution, apart from his church, is
his work as coordinator of the association.
Jatniel’s church has grown in recent months
from the 40s to the high 70s and 80s.
These brothers work hard, and the

Lord has smiled upon their labors. Biblical
churches are being founded and existing
ones are growing.
The confessional Reformed Baptist
witness is flourishing in this beautiful
island nation. This work would be far more
difficult, if not impossible, without the
affection, prayer, and support of ARBCA
churches.
On behalf of these men, their families,
and the association, thank you for your
commitment. Above all, thanks be to God!
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We trust this update finds you doing
well in the Lord and enjoying his many
blessings.
Our family life here in Perth has
changed little since our last Update, but as
many of you know, a normal routine can
be a big blessing.
Katie continues to home school the
children and by the time you read this
they will have finished their first quarter
of the year.
The school year here runs from
February to December with two-week
breaks in between 10-week quarters.
During the upcoming break we traveled
two hours south of Perth to attend a family
camp run by a Bible Presbyterian church.
Our kids know some of the children at
that church so it was a nice break for them
and a chance to further those friendships.
In May, we celebrated our two-year
anniversary of living in Perth. In some
ways, it seems much longer and in others
it feels as though we’ve only just arrived.
We have definitely not completely
transitioned to living life in Australia,
but we’re slowly starting to feel more
comfortable.
Another opportunity for our family to
travel will come in June when we’ll all fly
to Sydney. I have been invited to speak
at the family camp of a Reformed Baptist
church there and it will be a great chance
to connect with like-minded believers.
Since Katie and the kids haven’t yet
been to Sydney, we’re planning to go
early and do a bit of sightseeing. The kids
are thrilled to see the Opera House and the
Harbor Bridge.
Last month, I travelled to Sydney
in order to attend the Banner of Truth
Conference. I was very thankful to attend
and visit with the men who were there. On
previous trips I had visited with several of
the pastors there so it was good to catch up
and encourage one another in the Lord.
As far as we know, once we all get
back to Perth in June that will be the last
of our traveling for the year.

The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>

Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas

185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA
The church remains stable and has
even continued to grow slowly. We have
had one Singaporean family with five
children (six by the time you read this)
begin attending regularly, as well as
one Australian couple. It has been very
encouraging to see the new folks warmly
welcomed and start to become part of the
fellowship.
Another area of growth is related to
our Sunday school program. We now have
10 children in our 2- to 6-year-old age
group and at the beginning of this month
we started our 7- to 11-year-old class. This
class has eight children and is taught by
one of the couples in our church. So far,
we have enough room to hold everyone
but soon we’ll be in need of additional
space.
It is our hope that the playgroup that
meets during the week in the facility
attached to our community center will
allow us to rent their premises on Sunday
morning.
If this were so, we would have
plenty of class room space as well as a
small enclosed play area for the kids to
expend some of their energy. Having 18
children confined to the same space that
older adults are using to enjoy hot tea and
coffee is not the best idea!
Our spiritual food has been coming
from Matthew’s gospel on Sunday
morning and now from Genesis on Sunday
afternoons.
In our morning Bible study time,
I am working through an unpublished
manuscript by Fred Malone on “Grace-

Saturated Marriage.” Fred has been
gracious enough to allow the use of his
material by our church so everyone has a
copy of the book and I expand or contract
the material as needed to fit our context.
The book discusses the Five Points
of Calvinism and at the moment that is
what we are studying. For some of the
folks, these truths are completely new and
for others it has been helpful to see them
practically applied in the believer’s daily
relationships.
For myself, it has been encouraging
to once again see how biblical and
foundational the truths of the gospel are
to my own life and ministry.
On Wednesday nights we have almost
finished Ted Donnelly’s book on Peter
and soon we’ll begin Sinclair Ferguson’s
book on Jonah. The attendance has been
very good on these evenings and the
discussions have been encouraging.
It has been a blessing for all of us to
sit under the ministry of older, seasoned
men who know how to pointedly apply
God’s truth.
Please continue to pray for Christ’s
power to be made known in salvation. Of
course, all of our Sunday school children
need your prayers but so too do the regular
attendees who have not yet come to know
Christ.
Thank the Lord for his kindness in
giving our congregation stability and
unity. Continue to pray that the Lord
would enable us to reach the lost of our
See Beardmores, page10
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The church has welcomed a number
of visitors in recent weeks to both our
morning and evening Sunday services. This
is always encouraging, even though many
do not come more than once or twice.
Most visitors are from other churches,
and are either simply curious to know more
about us or perhaps are looking for a change.
It is good when people are hungering and
thirsty for more faithful preaching, a more
robust theological foundation and a more
stable church life.
We hope and pray that Crosspoint
provides this and that more Christians will
join with us in faithful service to Christ and
to one another.
However, it is our great desire to reach
out to the unchurched with the message
of God’s love and reconciliation through
Christ; and in this area we know we are weak
and struggling. It seems a perennial puzzle
to know how to be more effective in making
the gospel known to the world around us.
Please pray for us in this regard!
As was mentioned in our last update,
we are working through a process to appoint
our first deacon(s). We are making progress
and would ask you to continue to pray that
there will be unity among the members in
recognizing the Lord’s provision, and that
the result will be a great blessing to the
church.
In May I once again traveled to India
to teach at Theological Studies Camps in
Pune, Maharashtra and Coonoor, Tamil
Nadu. At both camps my theme was “The
Priority of Preaching,” using the book “Feed
my Sheep: a passionate plea for preaching”
(Reformation Trust/Ligonier) as the basis

G.A.

From page 1
Priest and King.
Each day began with a devotional.
They were presented by:
n Cam Porter of Free Grace Baptist
Church of Chilliwack, B.C., on “Holding

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>

Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
P.O. Box 246
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND
for our studies and discussions.
I joined Stephen Turner who led
discussions on themes from Bonhoeffer’s
book, “Life Together.”
Also participating this year was Hanli
Liu, who is involved alongside Stephen in
planting a church in Auckland. Hanli taught
from the book of Acts. Stephen has been
going annually to India for more than a
quarter of a century, and this is likely to be
his last trip, with the aim that I and others
will continue the important work in which
he has invested so much time and energy.
The second major event in our calendar
is our School of Theology. This year we will
host our 12th School (9-13 July) and we are
excited to have Dr. Richard Barcellos come
and teach on the subject, “Hermeneutics
and Theological Formulation.”
With the change in our circumstances
resulting in Maria now working full-time,
she will not be able to do the bulk of the
catering as she has done for the past 11
years; instead she will provide guidance to
others in the church.
Please pray for everything to go
smoothly in this regard, that the men who
come will be as well fed physically as we

anticipate they will be well fed spiritually.
Following the School of Theology,
on Saturday, July 14, there will be a day
conference in Auckland to promote the
IRBS Theological Seminary. Dr. James
Renihan, Dr. Barcellos and I will be
speaking on the general theme, “Meeting
the Challenges of Tomorrow’s Church.”
We would value your prayers for God’s
blessing upon that day.
Throughout June, July and the first half
of August our elder, Ian Fuller, will be on
sabbatical in Europe with his wife Kath.
Their absence will leave a big gap and
we would value your prayers for those who
will take on some extra responsibilities
to ensure our meetings run smoothly and
needs are being met. Please also pray for
them: for physical safety and spiritual
nourishment.
We are thankful to receive your cards
and notes of encouragement. Your prayers
for the work here are of inestimable value
to us, and your financial investment in the
work of the Kingdom is hugely appreciated.
May the Lord of Heaven and earth bless
you abundantly and give you success in all
your labors for him.

Fast our Confession;”
n Craig Harris of Grace Baptist Church
of Chambersburg, Pa., on “Cultivating a
Servant’s Heart;” and by
n Dale Crawford of Trinity Baptist
Church of Baton Rouge, La., who spoke on
“Finishing Well.”
Those messages are all available online

at www.arbca.com/sermons.
The general assembly was chaired by
Earl Blackburn, who announced that he
expected this would be his last stint as GA
chair, as he will be stepping down from the
Administrative Council.
See Perth, page 13
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RBMS missions around the world
By the time you read this, we should
know the outcome of the Abortion
Referendum. This will be another attempt
by the pro-abortion people to have the law
changed making abortion legal.
There has been a strong anti-abortion
campaign led by the Evangelical Church
across the country. Many within the
Catholic community are not so forthright,
as they fear that if they take a strong stance
it would give the anti-church media another
opportunity to bash them and also help the
pro-abortionist lobby. Your prayers for the
Referendum are much appreciated!!
We have a visit from the Pope to look
forward to but that does not take place until
after the vote on the abortion referendum.
He is due in August at a cost of 20 million
euro. At a time when growing numbers of
Irish families are becoming homeless the
cost of the visit has raised eye brows among
critics of the visit. I cannot see any longterm benefits of the visit. It could become a
papal farewell to another of her heartlands.

The Brennans

Looking across the country, the
growth of gospel churches is significant
in the sense that there are now at least one
evangelical church in every major town and
the trend is encouraging. Having said that
the percentage of evangelicals is still very
small yet, none the less I am encouraged by
the signs of growth and life.
The regular life of the church is
continuing. I have preached a series
of sermons on Moses, Colossians, 1
Thessalonians, and Romans 8. The Ladies
Meetings have been encouraging, along

with the youth clubs and weekly Bible
studies with different people. There are
indications of spiritual life developing in
the life of one man as a result of a weekly
study in Mark’s Gospel.
The radio ministry has been
encouraging from the point of that I have
had contact with people who are listening
to the broadcasts! I can take a book review,
movie review, interview some guest or
repreach a Sunday morning sermon. The
sermon is not given in one go; music and
advertisements have to be inserted along
the way.

Stoleys

Additionally, we were informed two
weeks ago that our chapel won Outstanding
Medium Chapel of the Year for the entire
Air Force, a huge accomplishment for our
team.
Finally, last week our Chapel
Superintendent and I were informed that
we have been named Senior NCO and Field
Grade Officer of the Quarter for Wing Staff,
and we were to find out after this writing
whether we have won for the Wing.
All that to say, the Lord is
blessing us as we seek to serve Him.
As I write, I am returning from work
after attending a pastor’s conference with
my brother-in-law and a dear friend in the
Lord. It was a blessing to spend a week in
worship, prayer, and under the teaching of
the Word.
The Lord used the week to allow me
to refocus on gospel ministry and how
we can have the greatest possible impact

for the gospel in our ministry context.
As always, Janet and I thank you for your
prayers, your letters, your cards and your
support. May the Lord continue to use us for
the cause of Christ, to the praise of His glory.

From page 6

Week and Easter, which resulted in over
100 people joining us for worship who had
not previously visited the chapel. There are
more than 480 families who live on base,
and over 300 airmen who live in our dorms.
These will be our focus for this year.
In the midst of the difficulties and
opportunities facing the chapel team, we
continue to thrive.
Since January we have received
recognition at the Wing, Major Command,
and Air Force level. One of my chaplain
captains won Company Grade Officer
of the Year for Wing Staff. He and his
chaplain assistant won Religious Support
Team of the Year for our command. His
chaplain assistant won NCO of the Year for
the entire Air Force Chaplain Corps.

<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>

Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

IRELAND

Beardmores
From page 8

community. Pray that the Lord would
bless our time at the two family camps.
I am preaching five times at both of
them, so pray that the Lord would attend
his word with his power and save the lost
and edify the saints.
May the Lord bless each of you in
your endeavors for our Savior. May Christ
be pleased to build his church in your own
local communities and families. Thank
you for praying!
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Church Planting: Baptism, new members at Lookout
By Nathan White

We thank our God for the support
and prayers of our sister churches, and
we consider it a great privilege to hold
communion with churches of like-minded
faith.
Through the blessing of an everkind providence, the Lord has continued
to both strengthen and add to His church
here in Lookout Mountain.
In the last six months particularly, we
have seen an increase of visitors, added
four to the church by way of membership
(one by way of baptism), and have seen
the Lord begin to answer some of our
long-standing prayers regarding our
church-planting efforts.
Most importantly, by the grace of
God the peace and the unity of the church
continues to thrive, as our group – many of
whom are new or young believers – more
surely embrace the distinctive Reformed
Baptist doctrines we hold most dear. We
have begun to move from a collection
of assorted individuals from a variety of
backgrounds, to a group more and more
unified in doctrine and in purpose. And

not only has there been growth in doctrinal
maturity, but with this has followed growth
in sanctification and holiness as well.
At the same time, we are not without
our challenges and shortcomings.
Although we have lately seen an increase
in regular visitors who are older adults,
the vast majority of our congregation
continues to be in the 20- to 25-year-old
range.
There is a significant imbalance of
age range in our church, and it is going
to take a long time to change that. The
younger demographic tend to be content
with isolating themselves around people
their own age, and so we have begun to
particularly stress the need to intentionally
reach out and be involved in the lives
of those we don’t normally gravitate
toward.
Please pray that the Lord would
diversify our church in this way.
Currently, we are still making our
way through John’s gospel in the Lord’s
Day morning services.
Alongside this, we are studying
covenant theology in Sunday School, and

Longview Ch Holiday Inn for Sunday mornings. At right is Pastor David
Randall and his wife Terry.

the epistle to the Philippians for mid-week
Bible study.
On Sunday evenings we mediate on
a passage of scripture and have a time
of corporate prayer. Our main outreach
continues to be a local assisted living home,
as the Lord has opened up a wonderful
opportunity there for us to proclaim the
gospel and build relationships.
Looking ahead to the rest of 2018,
please pray for as we move toward and
consider constituting as a church. In
the late summer or fall we will begin
an extended study of the doctrine of the
church from our confession.
And we are also prayerfully
considering the qualifications for elders
and deacons, and asking the Lord to reveal
if He has gifted any of our men in such
a way. We feel our need for the wisdom
and the Lord’s guidance here, so please
remember us in prayer.
We are thankful for our sister churches
of like-minded faith, and we pray that the
Lord Jesus will richly bless your labors
to make Him known and to further His
kingdom here on earth.

12

ARBCA Update

Church Planting: Pilgrims reaches out to Valley City
Greetings from Valley City, N.D.
We want to thank you for your
continued prayerful and financial support
for Pilgrims Reformed Baptist Church.
God has been very gracious to us. We
continue to see visitors. Two families have
expressed interest in joining the church and
Pastor Mark Hogan will soon be doing a
membership class.
Pastor Hogan continues to seek
opportunities to minister in the
community.
Recently, PRBC held two services
in local nursing homes. It was a blessing
to share the gospel with so many who
have grown up either Roman Catholic or
liberal Lutheran. Pastor Hogan again had
opportunity to preach at Valley City State
University at a student club called “Vikings
for Christ.”
PRBC is also seeking to minister to the
prisoners at Barnes County Correctional
Facility, located directly across the street
from our church building. We have been
persistently asking how we could start a
Bible study there, but without success.
Pray that, as we get to know people in
the community, that interest would rise and
we would see people hungry to sit under
the ministry of the word.
PRBC continues to have a fellowship
meal between the morning and afternoon
service. This has given us much time to get
to know one another and the visitors who
have joined us at services.
We ask for continued prayer that:
1)     God would open up opportunities

Pastor Mark Hogan, above, is with his wife Christine and son outside the Valley City church
building. Below, GA delegates pray on the sidewalk in front of the church during a tour.
for ministry at the local prison.
2)     God would bring people to a saving knowledge of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
3)     God would continue to bless us with more visitors from
Valley City and the surrounding areas, and that these visitors
would stay.
4)     God would continue to bless the core group with unity
and peace, and patience.
5)     God would grant us contentment and satisfaction in his
timing, his grace, his love.
Thank you for your prayers, and may the God of all grace fill
your hearts with love, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit.
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Church Planting: The priority of planting churches
By Jack Daniels

Many years ago a bi-monthly newsletter
published by an organization known as the
RBMS appeared on the table at the back of
the church where I was a young pastor.
I was (and am to this day) clueless as to
how it got there, but time after time I picked
it up and read it completely. That was my
introduction to what would become a lifelong relationship with the Association of
Reformed Baptist Churches of America.
What caught my attention was the
completely biblical approach to world
missions, particularly the issue of sending
missionaries from local churches. Being
new to the theology of the Reformed Faith,
I found that refreshing.
Matt. 28:19-20 is often quoted in
support of missionary endeavor, and
rightly so. However, verses 16-18 cannot
be overlooked for the right emphasis of
that command. Matthew records that Jesus
was with the 11 disciples, leaders of the
early New Testament Church. He also tells
us the chain of command in verse 18: “All
authority (Jesus says) in heaven and on
earth is given to Me…go ye therefore (as
representatives of the Church) and make
disciples…”
Jesus, the Head of the Church, does
not pass this command to make disciples to
individuals but to the Church, through the
Church and by the Church – to build more
Churches where the Gospel can be carried
with the authority given by the Founder.
We live in a world of individualism
and, unfortunately, that mentality has
seeped like a cancer into the Church, as
well. What we need today is more of the
spirit of biblical understanding; that of the
local church sending out faithful men –
having been educated, examined, guided
and ordained – to the harvest fields for the
purpose of establishing more churches that
can and will do the same.
This concept is pregnant throughout
God’s Word and in the New Testament
Church – the process of the church
appointing men of proven character to
leadership is found in Acts 6, then in the
sending of Paul and Barnabas by the church
in Antioch. There is much work yet to be

accomplished, but the planting of churches
must be approached in the light of Scripture
alone.
In researching statistics for the Home
Missions Committee, I was not surprised to
notice a report from 2015 produced through
the partnership of the American Bible
Society and the Barna Group. Among other
helpful information, two findings were
notable to me, though not surprising.
The most churched cities were
found in the South: Chattanooga, Tenn.;
Baton Rouge, La.; Birmingham, and
Montgomery/Selma,
Ala.; Augusta/
Aiken, Ga.; Myrtle Beach/Florence and
Greenville/Spartanburg/Anderson, S.C.;
Ashville
and Greensboro/High Point/
Winston-Salem, N.C. and Paducah, Ky.,
as well as in IL, MO and UT (Harrisburg/
Mt. Vernon, Ill.; Cape Girardeau, Mo.; and
Salt Lake City, Utah.
The most unchurched cities were
(unsurprisingly, to those of us who live
here) on the East Coast – the seed-bed
of the Christian Church in America, the
Puritans having been greatly influential in
our founding and early piety. Also, we find
a horrific lack of a “churched” population
in Burlington Vt., the major city of a proud
socialistic state and an active promoter of
the LGBT lifestyle (Portland, Maine is on
that list as well).
Here is the list of the most unchurched
cities: San Francisco/Oakland/San Jose
Calif.; Burlington Vt.; Plattsburg, N.Y.;
Boston/Manchester, Mass.;
Portland/
Auburn Maine; Chico/Redding, Calif.;
Las Vegas, Nev.; Seattle/Tacoma, Wash.;
Albany/Schenectady,
N.Y.;
Phoenix/
Prescott, Ariz.; and New York, N.Y.
From its very inception, our association
of churches had as its focus the planting of
thoroughly biblical local churches, just as
our Lord commanded. It was encouraging
to read in a blog recently by Pastor Jason
Walters of the hope and encouragement to
all faithful pastors as they plant churches.
He wrote of the “gathering” of the church
in sometimes very remote locations.
God already has his people there, and
as men are sent by the local church, they
can be assured of success and the hand of

God upon them in searching for those He
has called and to whom we are called to
minister.
ARBCA has many laudable resources
for member churches. I think of the
fellowship we enjoy personally, and
collectively, the pulpit sharing ministries
that are encouraged among us, along with
the wise and immediate counsel from older
and proven men.
But I have to say that (as an element
that caught my attention from the very first
and continues to this day) I believe the
highest priority is that of working diligently
in the work of planting Christian churches.
This focus must remain sharp if we
intend to continue with the blessing of God
upon us.
– Jack Daniels is a pastor at Grace
Reformed Baptist Church of Brunswick,
Maine.

G.A.

From page 9
IRBS Seminary
IRBS Seminary President-To-Be Jim
Renihan reported on the progress of the new
seminary, which will begin its first class –
Summer Greek (“Boot Camp Greek”) on
July 31, with the fall semester to start Sept.
4 at Heritage Baptist Church in Mansfield,
Texas.
He said the departure of IRBS from
Westminster West after 20 years has been
friendly, noting that incoming Westminster
West President Joel Kim will address the
IRBS Convocation on Sept. 11.
IRBS has four men who have graduated
this year as the final class in Escondido.
“We continue to have a very good
relationship with the
faculty and
administration of Westminster,” Renihan
said.
“We have demonstrated that men with
very strong differences in opinion can
work very well together. We’re thankful
for that.”
See GA, page 15
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From page 3
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope.
“For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, them also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring with him.
“For this we say unto you by the word
of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall
not prevent them which are asleep.
“For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first:
“Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
“Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.”
– I Thess. 4:13-18
The history of Paul’s arrival in
Thessalonica is recorded in Acts 17:1-13.
It is crucial to note the warp and woof of
the Apostle’s preaching at Thessalonica:
the atoning work of Jesus and His
resurrection from the dead (Acts 17:3).
For three weeks, Paul faithfully preaches
the cross of Christ and His resurrection.
As in Philippi, however, the Gospel is
violently opposed and Paul and company
must prematurely leave Thessalonica
(1 Thess 2:17). Paul’s concern for
the believers at Thessalonica is such,
however, that he sends Timothy back to
encourage them and find out how they are
doing (1 Thess 3:1-5). While encouraged
by Timothy’s report (1 Thess 3:6ff), there
are some real problems which result in
the Apostle writing 1 Thessalonians.
Although the Apostle addresses
several issues in his first Epistle to the
Thessalonians, the dominant theme is the
return of Jesus Christ (note 1:10; 2:19;
3:11-13; 4:13-18; 5:23). However, the
Apostle does not sensationalize Christ’s
second coming so that he can sell
parchments, or scare children into being
baptized, or stir up debates about dates or
eschatological schemes.
No! He writes about Christ’s second
coming to encourage (comfort) believers

ARBCA Update
and promote godliness.
Wow, what a novel thought, to
comfort and encourage believers by
preaching about Christ’s return.
Well, it is not really a new idea, but
so it would seem in these days. Imagine,
at a funeral: Instead of hearing so much
about the deceased, or how death is not
so bad, that we heard more about Jesus’
resurrection, his second coming and the
destruction of death.
Notice what the Apostle writes
in verse 18, “Wherefore, comfort one
another with these words.” The force
of “these words” goes to the heart of
the Christian faith, the essence of being
a Gospel Minister (preacher) and the
commission of the church.
Early one morning at the temple,
the Pharisees brought a woman before
Jesus whom they had caught in the act of
adultery. After silencing her accusers, it
was not the mere power of His presence
that strengthened this sinful woman,
but “these words” Jesus spoke to her:
“Neither do I condemn you; go, and from
now on sin no more.”
As the anxious father stood by Jesus,
he received the message no parent ever
wants to hear: “Your daughter is dead.” It
was not the crowd of people that comforted
this grief-stricken father, nor even the
miracle he had just seen Jesus perform
that brought him hope. No. But “these
words” Jesus said to him encouraged
him: “Do not fear, only believe.”
The pain was searing as the nails tore
at his hands and feet. The weight of his
guilt, however, was greater still. He was
dying. He confessed he deserved to die.
Within mere feet of where the dying
thief was suspended upon the cross,
hung the Son of God on another cross.
In one of the greatest expression of faith
recorded in all of Scripture, this dying
thief says to the beaten form of Jesus,
“Lord, remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom.” It is not, methinks,
the weakened physical presence of Jesus,
his visage so marred beyond recognition
(Isa 42:14), which gives this dying man
courage. No, it is “these words”: “Truly,
I say unto you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.”
Around them, the mourners gathered
and wailed. The sisters were greatly

grieved. Death, that unwanted guest, had
come and taken their beloved brother
Lazarus from them. Impotent and emptied,
the sisters had seen their brother’s tomb
sealed.
At last, Jesus arrives, but his presence
seems to bring them greater angst than
consolation as they say to him, “Lord,
if thou hadst been here, my brother had
not died.” No doubt His presence must
have meant something to them, but it was
not merely the fact that Jesus came that
comforted Martha and Mary, but “these
words”: “I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and everyone who
lives and believes in me shall never die . .
. Lazarus, come forth.”
It is true. We of our own wisdom
do not have words to bring comfort
to the grieving. All man’s religions,
philosophies, knowledge, goodwill,
counseling and good intentions are a mere
catharsis for our grief. Why? Because
none can prevent or offer any real hope or
solution for our basic problem of sin and
its conclusion, death.
None can barter with death. None
can earn salvation. All must stand before
a Holy God. Ah, but there is One who is
able to save the sinner completely. It is
He who said, “ I am He that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death” (Rev 1:18).
No, we don’t have words of worldly
wisdom, but we do have the Scriptures,
God’s Holy Word, “these words.” No,
“these words” are not our words, for
they far excel our poor words. In times
of trouble and sorrow, believers don’t
seek nor will they find comfort in our
words, but “these words.” And all “these
words,” all the promises and precepts
of the Scriptures are ours by faith to
trust, believe, and draw upon, to tell one
another and yes, to proclaim from the
mountaintop for all the world to hear!
O man of God, you personally do not
have the right words, but you have the
Holy Scriptures, the Word of God. You
have “these words.”
Now, study to show thyself approved
and preach the Word – “these words!”
– Thomas Waters is pastor of
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Jesup, Ga.
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From page 13
Church Plants
A total of 145 registrants attended
the event, which was held in Community
Baptist’s newly completed sanctuary,
which features unique architectural
elements designed to facilitate preaching
and singing.
They heard from pastors of four
new churches that were voted into the
membership and reports on eight other
church plants under way in the U.S. And
Canada: Covenant Reformed Baptist Church
of Longview, Texas, presented by Pastor
David Randall; San Tan Reformed Baptist
Church, presented by co-Pastor Robert
Holmes; Christ Reformed Baptist Church
of Chattanooga, Tenn., presented by Pastor
Nathan White; Pilgrims Reformed Baptist
Church of Valley City, N.D., presented
by Pastor Mark Hogan; Surrey Reformed
Baptist Church of Surrey, British Columbia,
presented by Pastor Michael Kilpatrick;
Vernon Baptist Church in the Fraser Valley
of British Columbia, presented by Porter;
Reformed Baptist Church of Casa Grande,
Ariz., presented by Pastor Jason Smathers;
and Resurrection Reformed Baptist Church
of Minneapolis, Minn., presented by Pastor
Nate Hoefer.
New Member Churches Approved
Membership Committee Chair Steve
Marquedant introduced, and delegates
unanimously approved four new churches.
They are:
n Covenant Community Church of
Newark, Ohio, located 30 miles east of
Columbus.
Pastor Josh Tinkham said the church’s
first service held Jan. 3, 2016 with eight
people meeting at a local YMCA, half of
whom were his family.
“We started from the bottom,” he said,
noting that with no other confessional
churches in the Columbus area.
Covenant Community has seen
growth, Tinkham said, with approximately
50 people typically attending services, and
32 members.
He related how, when the church
started, they spent 12 weeks on chapter 2
of the LBCF.

Earl Blackburn, left, exhorts church planters before a prayer session for their work.
“A 60-year-old member approached
me and told me he had never had such
close communion with God after spending
that time working through that material,”
Tinkham said.
n Emmaus Reformed Baptist Church
of Hemet, Calif., about 90 miles east of Los
Angeles and north of San Diego.
Pastor Joe Anady said the church
gathered for the first time in June 2011, as
a result of a church split over doctrines of
grace in the church Anady grew up in.
“Some members noticed I was a
Calvinist. All the elders, with the exception
of the founding pastor, decided it was time
to leave.”
Emmaus began as a Calvinistic Baptist
church and reformed over time, he said,
adopting the Second London Baptist
Confession in 2012.
Currently, the church meets in a middle

Pastor Joe Anady of Emmaus Reformed
Baptist Church of Hemet, Calif., signs a
poster welcoming new member churches as
his wife Lindsay watches.

school, with 86 members, 61 children and
14 prospective members. It has five elders
and two deacons.
n Jefferson Valley Baptist Church of
Whitehall, Mont.
Two previous pastors began leading
the church, now sponsored by Community
Baptist Church of Fargo, toward Calvinistic
theology, said current Pastor Brian Onstead,
a 2015 graduate of IRBS.
The church is located in the Jefferson
Valley, along the route that Lewis and
Clark took through the area. It was founded
in 1965 by local Southern Baptist churches,
but voted to withdraw from the SBC in
2016 and, in 2017, to join ARBCA.
“These small towns really do need
faithful teaching,” Onstead said. “Our goal
is to press on further into reformation. The
cement is still wet in this congregation.
We are green in the Reformed faith, but
the majority of the congregation has loved
this. My co-elder, who is 60, said “This is
exactly what I needed.”
n Oak Grove Baptist of Angier, N.C.
Pastor Rick Jefferds said his church,
located between Raleigh and Fayetteville,
was founded and built in 1913 on a rural
property currently surrounded by cotton
fields. The pulpit, he said, has engraved on
top, where the preacher can see them, the
words: “Sir, We wish to see Jesus.”
“When we take our children on hay
rides, we always take them by the cemetery
to remind them how short life is,” Jefferds
said.
See Perth, page 16
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Oak Grove was “a typical Southern
Baptist Church in the revivalistic tradition”
until 1989, when Jefferds arrived and
began systematically teaching Reformed
theology.
“We are not a church that anybody’s
going to write books about,” Jefferds said.
“We are always reforming. We are still
trying. We wish there was more of a hunger
for the word of God. We don’t love like we
should and we don’t serve like we should.
“At end of day, it is Christ and what he
has done, and the work of the Holy Spirit.”
ARBCA Business
Delegates elected six members to twoyear terms on the Administrative Council
(2018-2020): Bob Adams of Trinity
Reformed Baptist Church of Jackson,
Ga.; Dale Crawford, pastor of Trinity
Baptist Church of Baton Rouge, La.; David
Dykstra, pastor of Grace Covenant Baptist
Church of Willis, Texas; Al Huber, an
elder at Grace Reformed Baptist Church
of Rockford, Ill.; Jonathan Paul, elder of
Sycamore Reformed Baptist Church of
East Moline, Ill.; and Micah Renihan,
pastor of Grace Reformed Baptist Church
of Brunswick, Maine. This will be the
second term for Dykstra and Huber.
Also, they elected Jerry Slate as
chairman, John Miller as secretary/treasurer
and Steve Martin to the RBMS Foreign
Missions Committee for a one-year term.
Delegates also approved a special
project request of $13,000 for 2018 for
supplemental training for pastors and
ministerial aspirants, and travel expenses,
for ARBCA men to visit Cuba to teach.
Delegates unanimously approved a
budget of $151,730 for 2018, down from
$176,566.68 for 2017, and also approved a
change that will move the start of the fiscal
year – and the annual budget – from Jan. 1
to July. 1.
Treasurer Rob Cosby said that,
currently, the majority of the giving to
ARBCA comes in December.
“Trying to anticipate what’s coming
in (before the giving happens) is very
difficult,” Cosby said.
Another advantage of starting in July is

Administrative Council members include, in front, from left, Jason Walter, Al Huber, Jonathan Paul, Jack Daniels, David Dykstra and Steve Maquedant. In the rear, from left, are Jeff
Massey, Bob Adams, Brandon Smith, Micah Renihan, Dale Crawford, Rob Cosby and Steve
Martin.
that administrators can work on the budget
several months before the GA, he added.
Delegates will likely vote on two
budgets next year: one for 2019 and another
for the first six months of 2020.
Cosby said that contributions from
member churches were down by about
$10,000 from what was budgeted in the
past year, but contributions from nonmember churches exceeded the budgeted
amount by about $5,000.
Cosby said IRBS has hired DallasFort Worth-based AFairchild accounting
firm to handle IRBS finances as “income is

growing exponentially.”
He also noted that IRBS would, as
of this year, have a separate budget and
financial structure from ARBCA as a whole.
A line item in the ARBCA budget will
grant money to IRBS, but actual oversight
of the seminary finances will be done by
AFairchild and IRBS trustees.
“That doesn’t remove IRBS from
ARBCA but it removes the administration
from handling the money,” Blackburn
said.

New IRBS Seminary faculty and staff are surrounded by IRBS alums.

See GA, page 17
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Foreign Missions
No RBMS missionaries were able to
attend this year but delegates heard from
Wayne Anderson of Mexico on mission
activities in South America and his Spanish
literature efforts, from Stephen Murphy
of Ireland about how Irish churches
were battling the proposed constitutional
amendment to permit abortion (which
passed after the GA ended), and from Oliver
Allmand-Smith of the UK about efforts
to establish a confessional association in
there.
Mexico:
Anderson,
longtime
missionary in Mexico and a regular attendee
at ARBCA for many years, gave a report on
the situation in South America, particularly
Colombia.
“There’s no country in all the Hispanic
countries that has the breadth and depth of
Reformed influence as does Colombia,” he
said, attributing responsibility for much of
that to longtime RBMS missionary Stan
Line.
Anderson said a book distribution
center has recently been opened in Bogota
and another in Cuba.
“The goal is to duplicate that throughout
the Spanish-speaking countries,” he said,
adding that nearly 500 titles are have
been translated under license from his
Publicaciones Faro de Gracia organization
and a total of 2,400 Spanish titles are being
distributed – after beginning with a dozen
25 years ago.
United Kingdom: Allmand-Smith
reported that there is increased interest in
things Reformed in the United Kingdom
that has led to revival of Calvinistic baptist
theology and teaching.
“However, sadly, it never led to
establishment of real confessionalism.
There is no real confessionalism in the UK.
“In contrast, Presbyterianism has
seen a real resurgence to the Westminster
Standards. A lot of historic Baptist
churches, which would have been particular
or strict, have lost those convictions. A
lot of members wouldn’t know what the
confession is. They see it as a helpful

Delegates and visitors sing during an evening service.

Pastor Oliver Allmand-Smith of the United
Kingdom reports on his desire to establish a
Reformed Baptist association there.
document but certainly no authority.”
He said the Baptist movement in the
UK is “incredibly weak and susceptible
to all sorts of errors. Pragmatism reigns.”
Churches have closed.
One stalwart over the years, he said,
has been the now-aged Dr. Robert Oliver,
who has been a “lone voice calling for
confessional church life.”
He said a small group of “convinced
confessionalists” are looking to get a
“genuine, confessional Reformed Baptist
association off the ground,” but it has been
“incredibly hard as good men who stand
with us on most things don’t want to go
that far.
“We are coming out of a wave of

evangelical mess. We basically are the
model, but we are just babies. We’re
supposed to be the parents. Ironic, isn’t it,
how history has turned out.”
He
asked
for
ARBCA’s
prayers and support, and said he
and his colleagues would like to
maintain some kind of formal connection”
with ARBCA.
“Why should we reinvent the wheel?
You can help us.”
He said he and his colleagues in Great
Britain have appreciated Jim Renihan’s
visits and teaching.
“He’s the living embodiment of
confessional conviction with cathartic
warmth.”
Allmand-Smith also said there is a dire
need for confessional pastors, and asked
ARBCA churches to consider sending men
to minister in England.
“If three or four men come, it would
help us as they would be living examples
of confessionalism. You don’t have horns
coming out of your heads.”
He noted that a scholarship has been
established for IRBS Seminary training for
a man from the UK.
RBMS: Jerry Slate, chair of Reformed
Baptist Mission Services, reported that
Emmanuel Reformed Baptist Church of
Perth, Australia, constituted on Nov. 26
of last year. He noted that Pastor Fred
See Commentary, page 18
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Malone of First Baptist Church of Clinton,
La., sending church for missionary church
planter Allen Beardmore, was present for
the occasion. Beardmore, he said, was the
first missionary sent out by the church in its
137-year history.
Slate encouraged ARBCA members
to consider sending people to the ARBCA
School of World Missions, to be held Oct.
22-23 at Grace Covenant Church in Gilbert,
Ariz.
He also noted that, at the instigation of
Blackburn, the ARBCA School of World
Missions content is being published in
written form, by ARBCA Publications
Committee, with chapters and appendixes
by Steve Martin, John Miller and himself.
Slate encouraged the churches to be
faithful in praying for missions.
“The most important way we can hold
the ropes for our missionaries is to pray,”
he said, encouraging pastors to get ARBCA
prayer requests into the hands of people.
“Let’s be renewed in our prayers. We’ve
been rebuilding as association for last three
years. Let’s pray that God would raise up
men from our churches to be sent out for
His glory and His honor.”
Publications
Publications Committee Chair Kurt
Smith announced that, in addition to the
book on missiology, the committee is
working on publishing a series of booklets
on the Doctrines of Grace, as well as a book
on associationalism based on Fred Pugh’s
messages from 2017 General Assembly,
plus a fourth chapter that Pugh has added.
Nathan White reported on efforts to
raise awareness of ARBCA and IRBS via
social media. He said the desire is to “meet
other churches, other individuals, other
men who perhaps don’t know a lot about
ARBCA, perhaps open doors.”
Circular Letter
Dr. Sam Waldron presented a circular
letter on “Looking at Things which Cannot
Be Seen: The Biblical Doctrine of Death
and Resurrection,” based on II Cor. 5.
He noted that the letter was prepared

Attendees enjoy conversation during a meal time.
during the passing of his own godly motherin-law, which brought the content home in
a very real way as he pondered the question
of how one looks at things that cannot see,
noting that there are two ways of getting
information: by faith or by sight.
Delegates approved the topic for the
2019 circular letter: “Heresy: Its Definition
and Qualifications,” to be prepared by Dr.
Jim Renihan.
Historical Paper
Slate presented a biography of Samuel
Pearce, an early supporter of Baptist
missions. Pearce, a young and gifted
pastor, was
one of the 14 men whose initial
meeting resulted in the sending in William
Carey to India and the creation of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.
Slate described him as a thoroughgoing Calvinistic Baptist, who was
animatedly zealous for the propagation of
the gospel.
“He was no cerebral Calvinist,” Slate
said. “Contemporaries compared him to
George Whitfield and David Brainerd.”
Pearce, he said, wanted to go to the
foreign field himself, but his fellow Society
leaders told him he was more useful in his
organizational activities at home and that
he should stay, to which he acquiesced.

Theological Discussion
Theology Committee member Chuck
Rennie and Chair Brandon Smith led
a discussion of Molinism or “middle
knowledge,” which has been the result of
an attempt by 16th-century Jesuit Louis
Molina to reconcile divine agency and
human agency. Molinist thinking had a
“profound” influence on Jacob Arminius.
Rennie and Smith argued that molinism
could be refuted from both exegetical and
hermeneutical positions.
Molinism, they said, fails to ground
the so-called “middle knowledge” in
God’s knowledge of himself. It claims
that free and contingent effects are known
by God as things independent of God, of
divine causality, which makes God and the
perfection of His knowledge dependent on
something other than himself, something
that is not God.
They said, Molinism fails as an
explanation for how God can know
with certainty what creatures would do
independently with their own free will.
Molinist theology assumes that God’s
will, because it is infallible and immutable,
must be a necessary cause that only has
produced necessary effects. That, they
argued, threatens human freedom and
independency. God’s causality transcends
all creaturely order.

