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Means of grace get close scrutiny
Many of the attendees at the 2011 ARBCA General Assembly gather for the traditional group photograph.

The Means of Grace, though very famil-
iar to all members of the Association of Re-
formed Baptist Churches of America, drew 
much scrutiny from the pulpit and the pews 
at this year’s ARBCA General Assembly, 

held at Trinity Reformed Baptist Church in 
La Mirada, Calif.

The GA, which attracted 149 attendees, 
featured far more public discussion of vari-
ous issues, particularly the question of how 
to respond to differences of opinion, some of 
which have cropped up recently in various 
areas, which are likely to continue as the as-
sociation becomes larger.

Delegates also discussed at length some 
of the points made by member church pas-

tors who gave the six keynote addresses on 
a variety of subjects relating to the means of 
grace.

The six keynote speakers and their top-
ics were:

n  Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies 
Dean James Renihan, who spoke on “Defin-
ing the Means of Grace,” doing so by not-
ing that grace is “unmerited favor” from 
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By Gordon Taylor
I recently wrote each of our mis-

sionaries and asked them what areas and 
needs they see in their own country.  I 
did this because I believe there is a great 
need to target particular countries and to 
pray that the Lord will raise up labor-
ers for these specific countries or people 
groups.

David Vaughn responded and made 
a very important suggestion.  He said in 
effect that the first place RBMS should 
look is at Unreached or Hidden Peoples.  
That is we must think and act as the 
Apostle Paul, “And so I have made it 
my aim to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, lest I should build 
on another man’s foundation, but as it 
is written: ‘To whom He was not an-
nounced, they shall see; And those who 
have not heard shall understand’” (Rom. 
15:20, 21).  

He further said that if we bring our 
churches to a well-informed position about 
various mission fields that have yet to be 
reached and encourage prayer for these 
fields, that even if the Lord does not send 
someone forth from our churches, we will be 
cultivating the spirit of missions.  He even 
suggested that before coming to France and 
the French-speaking world, consideration 
should be given to northern India!  

I know that the need in France is great 
and that there are many open doors of op-
portunity, so for our esteemed missionary to 
make such a suggestion caused me to think 
and do a little research on northern India.  

My research is mostly from “Opera-
tion World.”  Here are some of the sobering 
facts I found:  India will soon pass China 
in population, the need for gospel preach-
ing is immense and English is spoken in 
that country.  

Here are some additional facts about 
northern India:  

1) It has the the least evangelized areas 
of India.  In fact, no other part of the world 
has such a concentration of unevangelized 
people.  In the North India Ganges plains 
there are millions of Hindi-speaking people 
in five states:  Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Delhi, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.  These 

states have a population of 360 million peo-
ple with only 650,000 Christians, but active 
committed believers may be no more than 
120,000.  Christians in India are unevenly 
spread – 70 percent in the south, 25 percent 
in the northeast and only 5 percent in the 
more populated north and west.  

2) There are mega people groups that 
are largely unreached in Northern India.  

a) The Brahmin are the highest priestly 
caste in the Hindu world, numbering 40 
million, but there are only about 18,000 
who profess Christianity.  

b) There are other forward castes, 
numbering 91.5 million, with no more than 
5,000 Christians.  These forward castes have 
a very negative view of Christian workers 
due to, among other things, a rejection of 
Indian culture and so there is little effective 
ministry among them.  Who is willing to 
become all things to all men that they might 
win some?   

c) There are many backward caste peo-
ples, numbering 98.2 million, who have no 
known Christians at worst, or a few thou-
sand at best.  

d) There are three Dalit groups num-
bering about 59.7 million.  The largest 
group has an estimated 500,000 Christians 
but the other two groups have shown little 

response.  
e) Then there are numerous tribal 

people that are either un- or under-evan-
gelized, numbering almost 15 million 
with only 1 percent Christian.  

f) Another group is the Sindhi of 36 
million with only about 300 Christians 
among them.  

g) And finally there are 205 people 
groups with populations of over 10,000 
that are still totally unreached.  

When I meditate on these facts and 
figures, I become overwhelmed with the 
need – especially when I consider that 
this is but one part of one country.  Just 
this morning my wife and I prayed for 
Eritrea.  This country has been be racked 
with drought, war with Yemen and Ethi-
opia, and a decline in freedom of reli-
gion.  

Yet there is a great need for mission-
aries in this country.  Among the Afar 

and Saho people in the southeast there are 
no known churches.  Also in the northwest 
there is no known witness among the Beja 
and Nara peoples.  Pioneer missionaries are 
needed for these regions.    

There is a great harvest field.  What 
should we do about this?  We must do as our 
Lord commanded us:  Pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth laborers into His har-
vest field (Matt. 9:35-38).  But I appeal to 
you that it is not enough to pray this prayer 
in general.  We must pray specifically.  

Northern India and Eritrea are but two 
examples of unreached people.  But for 
northern India and Eritrea we must pray.  
Are there no pioneers among Reformed 
Baptists?  Northern India is a land that 
speaks English.  Eritrea has no official lan-
guage, but English is spoken among some.  
Yes, one would need to learn a dialect.  Yes, 
it would be a difficult life.  But the rewards 
of exercising a ministry to people who are 
unreached could be very rewarding.  

Finally I simply ask that you would 
pray the Lord of the harvest to raise up 
some young, or middle-aged, or old men 
to go into the needy harvest fields of the 
world.  

Gordon Taylor is coordinator of AR-
BCA.
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1 Briarcreek Road
Toronto, ON M1B 2N7

 CANADA

See Powells, page 5

A text I have been meditating on re-
cently as I start into my third year of min-
istry at Covenant is Isa. 55:8–9: “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.”  I think 
this text summarizes much of the ministry 
that we do.  Despite our failings and our in-
adequacies, God delights in using the weak 
to accomplish His purposes.

As many of you now know, my father, 
and my fellow elder and the founding pas-
tor of our church, Pastor Leigh Powell, was 
a passenger in a serious car accident in late 
February which resulted in multiple frac-
tures in both of his wrists as he put up his 
hands to protect himself.  For years, I have 
been praying that God would extend my 
father’s ministry and continue to use him 
within our church despite the chronic pain 
he endures after his bone cancer and a sub-
sequent fall.  

I did not, and I suspect all of us would 
not, expect that a serious injury would in-
crease – not decrease – his ministry.  Be-
fore his injury, it was a weekly struggle for 
him to get himself to church.  As a result, 
many of the people in our church who had 
newly arrived in the church since I assumed 
the eldership in 2008 did not really know 
Dad very well.  They had heard some of 
his preaching, but, since he was not able to 
attend evening service or our church cabin-
ins or most other social functions, it was 
difficult to get to know him.  In the Lord’s 
providence, the accident in late February 
has changed that.  As a result of poor care 
in the hospital, I drew up a schedule and 
posted it on-line to allow others the op-
portunity to serve by helping to feed Pas-
tor Leigh.  Interestingly, many of the folks 
who signed up were new to the church.  As 
a result, they got to know Pastor Leigh and 
to see an elderly faithful saint in action.  

Over the past few weeks at prayer 
meeting I have been hearing stories from 
these members who have seen how Pastor 

Leigh has been witnessing to all who come 
into his hospital room, including some 
of the young unbelievers who have also 
signed up to visit him.  

Last week I heard a story about how 
Pastor Leigh witnessed to the “Christian 
chaplain” who came to visit him.  He asked 
the man what he did as a chaplain when he 
went to visit the dying.  When the man indi-
cated that he provided comfort in whatever 
religion the person had, my dad challenged 
him point blank: “What use is that?”  He 
then went on to challenge him on the ne-
cessity and exclusivity of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ.  

After getting to know one of his Indian 
roommates, Dad also sidled up to him as 
he constantly was chanting in worship to 
Sathya Sai Baba, an Indian guru revered 
by millions for spiritual and healing pow-
ers, and said to the man, “What happens 
when this man you worship dies?”  (Edi-
tor’s note: As it turned out, Baba did die 
– on April 24.)  

In addition to this, Pastor Leigh has 
spent time ministering to many of the folks 
from the church from his bedside.  It has 
been truly amazing how God has been at 
work despite these trying circumstances 
and it has encouraged and energized our 
people to see this.

But this is not the only way the Lord 
has worked in His wisdom and not mine.  
One of the areas that I had identified in our 
ministry as a gap before I came to Covenant 
was the discipleship of women.  The prob-
lem I faced was how to access them. Most 
of the attendees at our midweek meeting 

are men of the church.  Thus those ben-
efitting most from the prayer meeting and 
from Bible study were men.  

On one level this is biblically proper, 
as the men are biblically responsible to 
provide leadership and discipleship in the 
home.  The problem is that not all of the 
men can come to the midweek meeting 
and many of the women who would like 
to come have commitments at home which 
may prevent them from coming.   But, the 
Lord also provided in this area.  He has not 
as yet provided an elder to come alongside 
and help me teach, but, He did send some 
significant assistance. 

Titus 2 also encourages women to dis-
ciple women in specific ways (Titus 2:3-5).   
Ever since our arrival my wife Valerie has 
been working in several ways in the church 
to provide hospitality, teaching in the chil-
dren’s Bible circle and serving as head of 
the social committee.  But, as she had been 
discipled by older women in Grace Baptist 
Church in Taylors when I was in seminary, 
she also had a burden for the women in our 
church to have similar spiritual disciple-
ship.  

One challenge was that many of the 
women in our church are older than Val.   
However, the elders determined that this 
should not be a barrier as we have many 
young women who are younger who also 
need instruction.  As a result, the women 
met on May 29 of last year and I gave an 
exposition on women’s ministry in the 
church, emphasizing the positive roles and 
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Oscar Bloise
<ogbloise@hotmail.com>
33 Red Hills Road, Kingston, 10

JAMAICA

Jamaica, a little dot on the world’s 
map, was named in her early existence as 
the land of wood and water.  

Wood and water, in my way of think-
ing, means whatever is established and for-
tified would produce fourfold.  This factor 
may be true in some cases, but with the 
Doctrines of Grace I am rethinking.  

Years ago, in the 1930s, John Knight, 
a missionary from Canada, a graduate of 
Toronto Baptist Seminary, came and es-
tablished this truth in the hills of St. Ann.  
He died without seeing it take a significant 
root to flourish, so the truth remains latent 
in that circuit of churches.  

Grace Reformed Baptist Church and 
others vigorously laid a foundation for 
growth in the city of Kingston.  With great 
pains we, the pastors and those who un-
derstood the Word, fought valiantly for its 
growth but to date the work has left me a 
disappointed old man.  

I know it is of the Lord, for what I was 
really looking for and expected from God 
has not blossomed.  

Yes, I must confess that there were vis-
itors in the morning services; and the Word 
of God went forth with much power and 
clarity.  I must also say that our Bible studies 
were ones that were welcomed and talked 
about with the hope that more people would 
attend, but there were not many blooms. 
Where Did We Go Wrong?

It is said that advertisement in the busi-
ness world is important for growth and, yes, 
I do believe that work produces results.  We 
sat back and we did not do our homework 
by promoting the work and witness. 

 Yes, we planned and, under the lead-

ership of Oneil, we were armed with “Ul-
timate Questions” and tracts and we even 
went out one Saturday afternoon, but every 
Saturday after that, the rains dashed our 
hopes to pieces.  So this gave us a failing 
grade.

There was no DVBS last year, due 
to financial constraints, so those children 
and young people who used to be fed from 
that group were somewhat discouraged.  
Even though I have not seen it in my years, 
I do believe with the right man and with 
hard work, this truth will stay and will pro-
duce the right results.

areas of study within the biblical frame-
work of Titus 2.  

Ever since then the group has met 
monthly on Saturday mornings.  Val has 
also started meeting with the young women 
and female teens in the church one on one 
for more personal ministry and disciple-
ship.  I cannot tell you how this has been 
both an encouragement and a delight to me 
as a husband and a pastor.  Please pray for 
our men’s and ladies’ discipleship programs 
as well as the Covenanter Youth Fellowship 
that I lead monthly in our home.  We have 
had between 10-15 youth regularly attend 
and bring their friends.

So, God has answered my prayers for 
additional leadership support and the exten-
sion of my father’s ministry but certainly 

not in the ways I have anticipated.  
Please continue to pray that the Lord 

would raise up another man in the church 
to serve as elder along with me as my fa-
ther’s capacity diminishes.  

Another area that we have had signifi-
cant challenge is in finding a new building.  
As I have communicated in previous Up-
dates, we have been told that the theologi-
cally liberal church that owns our building 
is no longer financially able to sustain it, so, 
they are seeking to tear it down and build 
a seniors’ residence.  We have had a three-
month extension on our lease, so, we are 
now looking to find a new location before 
the location closes down on Aug. 31 of this 
year.  We have had several prospects and 
several disappointments, but, we press on 
in confidence, knowing that Yahweh Jireh 
will provide.  

Despite all of these challenges, the 

church has continued to grow and we have 
several candidates for membership and we 
hope to have some candidates for baptism 
soon.  Please pray that the Lord will con-
tinue to grow our church and our ministry 
in this needy city of Toronto.  Please pray 
for my health and strength to continue to 
do the Lord’s work and to maintain a bal-
ance in my responsibilities.  I have recently 
started another Christianity Explored class 
with two young university students who are 
seeking to know more about Christ.  It is 
my sincere hope and fervent prayer that the 
Lord will bring salvation to them and oth-
ers this year.

We are very blessed by our association 
with ARBCA/RBMS and we give thanks to 
God for the blessings we have enjoyed from 
all your support.  We praise God for His 
provision and we look forward to what He 
will do through us all in the coming year.  

Powells
From page 4
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The Durands   <aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>
Daniel, Loraine, 
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
189 St. Mary’s
Chateauguay, QC J6K 2J6

CANADA

It is a great privilege to serve our 
God. The task is impossible for us; we can 
not, but the Lord blesses the work of our 
hands. 

In our 2009 report, we told you that the 
group meeting in Aylmer went through hard 
times. Indeed, all those who attended the 
meetings in those days left. 

Our brother Andrew Pinard, the group 
leader, assisted by his wife Carole, has per-
severed. Currently, three families attend the 
meetings on Sundays and Wednesdays. We 
thank the Lord for their perseverance. 

In the last year, in the Church of Mon-
treal, we have been delighted to welcome 
some large families. One has six children, 
one has five, and another has also five, 
though in the latter only two children come 
to our church. We thank the Lord for these 
additions. We believe that stable families are 
an important element in a church. 

Overall, there are 21 new people 
who arrived in 2010 and are still with us.  
Currently, a new person, a girl of 17, is at-
tending Bible studies each week. It’s always 
a joy to see the Lord at work. 

Teaching the Word of God greatly 
pleases me. Nothing more important can be 
taught. Obviously, the sky is rarely all blue. 

There are people who are going through 
tough times; many have precarious situa-
tions with regard to their employment. We 
pray for them, knowing that the clouds do 
not remain forever and that they all have a 
useful function in the lives of believers. 

In recent weeks we have taken a break 
in our study of the 1689 Confession during 
our mid-week meeting to begin the study of 
the Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians. What an 
encouraging epistle! And what adds to our 
joy is that it is my son Georges-Emile who is 
teaching. People are very excited.  

Currently, I am preaching through the 
gospel of John. 

Last summer, Loraine and I had the 
great privilege of visiting brothers and sis-
ters in France and Switzerland. I had the joy 

I had the great privilege and opportu-
nity to take the funeral of Barbara’s mum, 
who died recently. The local historic An-
glican church was packed on that occa-
sion. Barbara’s mum had been ill for some 
time and knew her end was near and was 
ready. 

This fact made my job on the day a 
relatively easy one.  Barbara’s mum had 
been well known and friends of her three 
children also came.  All the reports after 
the funeral were positive. Barbara is ad-
justing to her loss. 

At our annual church business meet-
ing it was agreed that David Shedden, a 
young man from Scotland who has been 
working with us during the last year, would 
stay with us for another year. I am grateful 

for this, as he is a great asset to me person-
ally and to the church. At present we are 
in the process of bringing some attendees 
into membership. This will happen in the 
coming weeks. 

One of our members is working in 
Sudan and we would appreciate prayer for 
him - that he would be kept safe and that 

of preaching at two conferences at Reformed 
Baptist Camp, speaking on the family and 
prayer, in addition to preaching at the church 
of Payerne, where Olivier Favre is pastor. 

I also spoke at the church of Lausanne, 
where the pastorate is assumed by Regis 
Berdoulat. We were very edified by the work 
accomplished by the Lord through brothers 
and sisters across the Atlantic. 

During 2010, we received many visiting 
preachers: George Corriveau, Peter Gentry, 
Gordon Taylor, Raymond Perron, Pascal 
Denault, Tom Nettles, Antoine Robillard, 
and Olivier Favre. And I went to preach in 
St-Jerome, in Aylmer and in Acton Vale.

I cherish the fellowship we have with 
our sister churches. May the Lord continue 
his glorious work through our humble lives.  

The Brennans 
<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>
Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

 IRELAND
he would meet other Christians for the du-
ration of his stay there.

There is the possibility of considering 
two men for eldership. I am quietly excit-
ed by this and will spend time with these 
men in the coming weeks. 

See Brennans, page 7
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Brennans
From page 6

We continue to have our ministe-
rial meetings on a regular basis; these are 
good occasions for praying for each other 
as well as planning our common projects.

As you read these lines, we will have 
already had our French Association’s GA, 
which was planned for April 12-13 in our 
church in Acton Vale. This year, our guest 
speaker is Pastor Jacques Pelletier from 
Église réformée baptiste de la Capitale in 
Quebec City. 

Our topic this year is “The Voice of 
History” and Pastor Pelletier will bring the 
three following messages: (1) Ignatius of 
Antioch: The Pastoral Ministry;  (2) Irenée 
de Lyon: The Apostolic Deposit and (3) 
Anathasius of Alexandria: The Confession 
of Faith.

We certainly do thank you for your 
faithful support and prayers. It is such a 
privilege to be a part of ARBCA and we 
keep praying for God’s blessing upon our 
association. May our Covenant God keep 
adding dedicated men to His work and 
may He preserve our unity!

Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but 
the counsel of the LORD, it will stand.

Prov. 19 :21
This verse carries a great encourage-

ment, as we are so often tempted to get 
frustrated when faced with the failures 
in our endeavors. I like the comments of 
Charles Bridges on this scripture: “Here 
is a fine contrast between man and God, 
setting out the just relative disproportion 
between the worm and the Maker. Man’s 
most serious, well-digested thoughts are 
only devices – imaginations – uncertainty 
– a poor mentality. God’s mind is coun-
sel, firm and full purpose. Man’s devices 
are many; God’s counsel is like himself – 
Unity.”

For the most part, the churches of our 
association are experiencing some growth; 
we cannot speak of a revival, but we regis-
tered some additions. Our church in Que-
bec City has lost two families for obscure 
reasons, but we have been blessed with the 
addition of others. 

Lately, we have received three people 
into our membership and a lady who is 
now attending for about a year has asked 
for baptism. 

I had the opportunity to visit and to 
preach in each and every one of our six 
churches and I certainly saw the mighty 
hand of our God in each one as they stand 
firm and keep showing a great enthusiasm 
for the going forward of the Kingdom. 

We are pleased to announce that we 
are now broadcasting on the Internet as 
well with the possibility for our listeners 
to download our programs. On top of that, 
we are actually working on a blog that will 
be related to our radio station.  To hear our 
broadcast, visit foifm.com and click on 
écouter CFOI en direct. Please use Firefox 
or Google Chrome, for Explorer does not 
work well in this case) 

We are also happy to report an answer 
to one of our pressing prayers. Indeed, 
we have prayed the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into His harvest and 
He has sent us someone to help out in our 

Church in Rouyn-Noranda. Marcel Long-
champs who has been a church planter 
for many years, joined us several months 
ago. As he is at the age of retirement (next 
September) he does not need a lot of sup-
port. He and his wife Lucy have agreed to 
move in Rouyn-Noranda to assist Pastor 
Jean Lépine in evangelism, teaching and 
visitation. The planned date for their mov-
ing is June 1. 

We would appreciate your prayers for 
them. Our brother Marcel is also doing a 
weekly program on our radio station.

Pascal Denault has successfully de-
fended his master’s thesis on the follow-
ing topic: Covenant Theology in the 17th 
Century: A Comparison between Paedo-
baptist and Baptist Persuasion. He really 
did a masterful job, so much so that we 
will publish it in French and we are also 
discussing with a group of believers in the 
States to publish it in English. The docu-
ment that has been written in French is 
now being translated into English to that 
end.

We are thankful to God for Richard 
Gagnon, our pastor in Lac Mégantic who 
successfully underwent a surgery in his 
throat. He could have lost his voice, but 
the surgery went very well and our brother 
is back in his pulpit.

I ask for your prayers as, in response 
to a request from a group of students, I am 
planning to give a course on Apologetics 
in the coming months. I am actually work-
ing to prepare the course; though I gave it 
a few times in the past, I am working at 
updating it.

In spite of the economic mess that 
continues to overshadow the country, we 
are thankful for those in our church who 
still have paid employment and are com-
mitted to the church. 

We started a Bible study in a neigh-
boring town last May and ask your prayer 
for it. 
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<thejoynerfamily@gmail.com> 
Patrick, Rhonda, William, Audrey, 
Jordan, Maggie, Noah, 
Laurel Anna, Mary M’Cheyne
Chaplain, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion, USMC

The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Aptdo Aereo 100063
Bogota, 10, D.C.

COLOMBIA

The Library For Pastors will 
be purchased and come under the 
administration of the Iglesia Cristiana 
Gracia y Amor in Bogotá. 

It’s still not clear just what changes 
will be made in an attempt to increase the 
library’s use, perhaps making it available 
through Internet for a wider public. The 
present rented quarters will be turned in, 
and the church building will be used. We 
plan to continue the monthly meetings for 
pastors, probably also using the church 
building. 

The Christian school continues 
with 240 students, the most ever, and 
the first high school graduation is being 
planned for December.

 “Pastor in formation” Joel Zartman 
has been of much encouragement and 
edification since he formally began his 
ministry in the La Alborada congregation 
on Jan. 1 under Pastor Antonio Orjuela’s 
supervision. Attendance has been 
increasing in both La Alborada and San 
José de Bavaria. A deacon, Carlos Rocha, 
sponsors a monthly school for preparing 

Sunday school teachers. 
The church in Bosa (in the south of 

the city) still has not found a property they 
can purchase and that can be used for a 
church. 

The church plant effort in San Gil in 
the state of Santander moves forward, but 
very slowly. Pastor Robert Rodríguez leads 
this. The church in Curití has decreased 
in membership since some members are 
cooperating in the San Gil effort.

Renewed efforts have begun by 
both Miami International Seminary and 
Reformed Baptist Seminary for preparing 
pastors and others in Reformed truth.   

Thanks so much for your interest 
and prayer for every effort being made 
by so many at this moment in Colombia. 
We don’t see much improvement on the 
national scene since President Santos took 
office back in August. Yes, there has been 
some increase again in rebel activity as 
well as constant revelations of corruption 
in high places both in the present and the 
past. Violence and criminal activity seem 
to increase. 

The country continues to experience 
the effects of flooding and landslides of last 
year, and the new rainy season has begun 
already.  

Greetings from Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Parris Island, S.C.

God has been pleased to grant many 
opportunities for the gospel through coun-
seling, visits, Bible studies, and visits. We 
have also been encouraged in our efforts 
at the Base Chapel as we have begun a 
Sunday School with two classes  – one 
for children and one for adults.  We are 
using the Catechism for Boys and Girls 
and the Westminster Catechism.  I have 
been preaching a sermon on each book of 
the Bible and we find ourselves with five 
of the Minor Prophets and the Book of 
Revelation remaining at this writing!

I have also been teaching a lunch-
time study each week going through 
Wayne Grudem’s “Systematic Theology.”  
We’ve been meeting about 45 weeks so 
far and it has been the most popular study 
I have ever done as a chaplain.  I also of-

fer monthly book discussions in which I 
provide a book to those who commit to 
read it and attend the one-time discus-
sion. Recent books have been: “Spiritual 
Leadership” by Oswald Sanders,  “Just 
Do Something” by Kevin DeYoung,  
“Choosing My Religion” by R.C. Sproul, 
and “Preparing Boys for Battle” by Scott 

Brown.  We’ve done extended studies on 
“Don’t Waste Your Life” by John Piper 
and “Shepherding A Child’s Heart” by 
Tedd Tripp.

While we haven’t been teaching and 
preaching to thousands, the Lord has 

See Joyners, page 9
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We continue to pray and look for a 
man to take the church here in Grenoble.  
We had a candidate preach here in Febru-
ary but the church decided unanimously 
not to go any farther with this candidate.  
This is the second serious contact that we 
have had.  

There are only a handful of Reformed 
Baptist preachers in French-speaking 
world, but we know that, if need be, the 
Lord of the harvest can take a man from a 
fishing business or a tax collector’s office 
and bring him to us as a gospel preacher.  
Please continue to pray with us.  It is en-
couraging, however for us to see a num-
ber of young men in their 20s or 30s in 
our Reformed Baptist churches in Swit-
zerland and France who are aspiring to 
the ministry or thinking seriously about 
that possibility. 

In my most recent trip down south 
to preach in Aix-en-Provence we held an 
evangelistic meeting on Saturday night at 
which I spoke on the theme “The Bible: 
True Word of God or Simple Word of 
Men?”  (The title doesn’t translate too 
nicely into English!)  About eight or nine 
unbelievers came at the invitation of the 
Christians in the small Reformed Baptist 
group there.  

The response of these visitors was 
very positive, several of them expressing 
surprise at what they heard about things 
such as the Bible’s historical veracity.  
One lady said that what she had heard 
had persuaded her to start reading the 
Bible immediately.  

A last note on the little group in Aix: 
Two of the men will be coming up to-
morrow to meet me and one of our young 
men from the Grenoble church.  We will 
then drive to Switzerland to attend a two-
day seminar on preaching by Stuart Oly-
ott.  Stuart will then come back with us to 
Grenoble and preach here at the church 
next Sunday.

We continue to try to develop Ex-
ploring Christianity Bible studies for 
non-Christians.  We have one final ses-

sion in the first study we started.  There 
are four unbelievers attending the study 
and all seem to be following with avid 
attention.  

We started a second group last week.  
For the first session only one non-Chris-
tian couple responded to invitations given 
to friends by church members.  But this 
couple, from an atheistic background, 
is extremely interested.  We are hopeful 
that some of the others invited will also 
join us as we continue the study.

It is heartwarming to see the response 
of university students and young adults 
in the last months.  Some Sundays they 
constitute almost half the congregation.  

One young lady came to the church 
after being encouraged to do so by her 
father who belongs to another church in 
town but who attends our worship ser-
vice whenever he can get free to do so.  

RBMS missions around the world

His daughter had been hostile toward the 
Christian faith for a long time and was 
not attending church.  

Recently he convinced her to come 
along with him to one of our Sunday ser-
vices.  That was two months ago.  His 
daughter has attended our services ever 
since and her father says that a great 
change has occurred in her.  

At a recent church meal, Nicky asked 
her where she was at spiritually and she 
said that she has come to faith in Christ in 
the last several weeks.  The Lord is cer-
tainly doing something in her life, but we 
are not sure she has understood the na-
ture of true conversion yet.  But we could 
be wrong about that though!!  

We pray, and ask that you would 
pray, for her to come to clear experience 
of repentance and faith by the mighty 
power of Spirit of Christ.

been pleased to draw a number in with 
this work and we pray that we’ll steward 
these souls well. 

My children have the privilege of 
leading the instrumental music at our 
church in Rincon, Ga. and have played 
for several military events.  Their faith-
fulness to Christ continues to be a great 
testimony to the reality of a life changed 
through the power of God.  My wife man-

ages to fit in hospitality occasions with 
all of her other responsibilities in home-
schooling our seven blessings and we 
pray that God will be pleased to work His 
work through us.  

Our oldest son, William, is planning 
on “Continent Hopping” this summer 
and fall with mission trips to Nigeria and 
Mongolia.  Please pray with us as we pre-
pare for these.

We have been greatly encouraged by 
the cards, e-mails and prayers and look 
forward to another year serving Christ 
alongside you.

Joyners
From page 8
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Church Planting: Building fellowship near Chicago
By John Yoder

Sometime early last summer, I began 
to seriously think about the possibility of 
church planting when I came across Mike 
Renihan’s articles on “Church Planting in 
Early Baptist History.”  

Our brother makes the case that our 
theology of the church should inform our 
evangelism by describing the evangelistic 
efforts of our Baptist forefathers as insepa-
rable from church planting.  

He comments, “The well-ordered 
church was so central to the redemptive 
purposes of God that any kind of evange-
listic thrust must seek, as its highest goal, 
to establish new assemblies.”

With that in mind, I have begun this 
evangelistic work of planting a church ac-
cording to the Word of God in one of the 
dark places of our country, the suburbs of 
Chicago.  

One might think that there is much 
light in these communities with all of 
the commotion and discussion, but looks 
are often deceiving.  Although, there are 
several mega-churches in the area and 
those who aspire to such status, there is 
little preaching of the gospel and there 
is less reverence in worship.  It is here in 
this needy region that I labor to establish 
an outpost for the kingdom of Christ on 
earth.

The ground work began last fall when 
a small group met every Sunday evening 
for prayer, theological study, and fel-
lowship.  We have continued to meet for 
these purposes and are studying chapter 
11, “Of Justification,” in our overview of 
the Confession.  Although it remains chal-
lenging for the folks, several people have 
expressed their appreciation for the rich 
teaching and have given indication that 
they are grasping the material.  

We also met during the fall to study 
a book on Reformed worship to go along 
with the lessons on Reformed doctrine.  
Various families opened up their homes 
and provided hospitality for this meeting 
every week.  It was encouraging to hear 
their comments on how important the link 

is between doctrine and practice.  While 
we continued to read good books together, 
there grew an increasing desire for the 
start of public worship.  

So on the morning of Sunday, Jan. 2 
of this year, we held our first worship ser-
vice.  I preached a message entitled “The 
First and the Last” from Isaiah 48.  Then I 
began a series from Genesis always point-
ing listeners to Christ.  While the order 
of service and the singing of hymns have 
been new to most of the folks, they are ad-
justing well and delighting in the simplic-
ity of it all.  Attendance has been in the 
range of 35 to 45 people.  

Thank you for your participation in 
this gospel work.  We are encouraged, 
knowing that other like-minded churches 
are interceding for us and are supporting 
us.  

Please continue to pray for our ma-
turity as a fellowship, the development of 
leaders, more visitors and a persevering 
spirit with faith, hope and love.  

John Yoder is pastor of  Hope Reformed 
Baptist Fellowship in Tinley Park, Ill.

Tinley 
Park

The Yoder family – somewhere other than Chicago
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By Brad Swygard
The School of Church Planting was 

held at Heritage Baptist Church in Mans-
field, Texas this spring, for the seventh time 
after a year off. 

The idea has been to have the school in 
various regions of the country to generate 
interest and excitement for home missions 
in that area. But every year someone comes 
from a completely different region to get 
in on the valuable information. This time 
Brother David Dykstra invited a Presbyte-
rian brother to join us for the school. 

A curriculum has been developed that 
is used at each school. Teachers and panel 
participants include Dr. James Renihan, 
Pastor Larry Vincent, Pastor Jim Dundas, 
Pastor David Campbell, Pastor Hank Rast, 
Brother Gordon Taylor and Pastor Brad Sw-
ygard. Pastor Hank Rast heads the Church 
Planting Committee and does an excellent 
job of facilitating the meetings. 

The sessions range from how a local 
church works within ARBCA to be in-
volved in church planting to how to train 
up and choose men to be planters to a theol-
ogy of church planting to the freedom that 

ARBCA churches have within full sub-
scription to the London Confession. 

One thing that I have noticed over the 
years is though all of the sessions are prac-
tical and helpful, each year a different ses-
sion seems to be the one the brothers derive 
the most from.  

Dr. Renihan’s message on “A Theology 
of Church Planting” resonated with many 
in attendance. Gordon Taylor presented a 
message on the consistency and liberty 
among ARBCA churches, explaining how 
even though we hold to full subscription of 
the Confession, there are still a lot of dif-
ferences among our churches and we give 
each other liberty and charity. 

Dr. Renihan’s message on “Full Sub-
scription” is very informative, covering a 
range of views about confessions and what 
we mean by “Full Subscription” as opposed 
to “Strict Subscription.” 

From my perspective, Dr. Renihan re-
ally seems to enjoy presenting this material.  
I also personally benefited from Jim Dun-
das’ devotional on faithfulness in the trials 
of ministry. Even if a church is not active 
in church planting, it would be a great thing 

to attend a school for the instruction, fel-
lowship and encouragement. Who knows, 
God may use it to place a desire in hearts to 
begin a church plant.

There has been some discussion 
among the committee as to the continuing 
value of the schools. But after this year’s 
school a renewed excitement and apprecia-
tion for the school grew. The schools have 
never been large, this year drawing about 
25 attendees. Yet, those who come always 
seem to go away with encouragement and 
practical steps that can be taken to grow the 
Kingdom by God’s grace. 

God’s favor and presence was noticed 
by the committee and a sweet fellowship 
surrounded the time enhanced by the lov-
ing hospitality of Heritage Church. The 
committee is also greatly encouraged by 
the new church plants that are being started 
by our churches. It is our hope that, through 
the school and our local churches, God will 
be pleased to raise up Reformed Baptist 
congregations all over North America.

Brad Swygard is pastor of Grace Bap-
tist Church in Bartlesville, Okla.

School of Church Planting more than just learning

God which is delivered 
by “means” such as 
preaching, the ordi-
nances of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, and 
prayer.

n Pastor Tom 
Lyon of Providence 
Reformed Baptist 
Church of Tacoma, 
Wash., who spoke on 
“Preaching: The Ordi-
nary Means of Grace.”  He noted that preach-
ing has “the authority of being the ordinary 
means of grace;” enjoys a unique atmosphere  
– it is an event  – compared to other means; 
enjoys accuracy over other means in that it 
is generally well-prepared; and has a unique 
agenda – it is driven by the commandments 

of the word of God. 
n  Dr. Fred Ma-

lone of First Baptist 
Church, Clinton, La., 
who spoke on “Baptism 
as a Means of Grace,” 
arguing that baptism 
is an outward sign of 
the Christian’s union 
with Christ and faith 
in His accomplished 
work on the cross and 
the remission of sins 
that results.  As such it 
reminds the believer of 
the death and resurrec-
tion of Christ and the 
benefits he or she en-
joys thereby.

n Dr. Richard 
Barcellos of Heritage 
Baptist Church, Ow-
ensboro, Ky., spoke on 
“The Lord’s Supper 

as Means of Grace,” 
focusing on the ben-
efits that communion 
conveys to believers 
– it’s not just a me-
morial meal.  Those 
benefits include sanc-
tifying grace indued to 
the soul, the benefits 
of Christ’s body and 
blood nourishes believ-
ers’ souls, the frequen-
cy of the supper, and its 
links with the past, “do this in remembrance 
of Me”,  present  “the cup of blessing which 
we drink,” and future “do this till I come,” as 
recorded by Christ’s directives. He noted that 
“baptism is a sacrament of spiritual birth; 
the Lord’s Supper is a sacrament of spiritual 
feeding.”

n  Dr. Mike Renihan of Heritage Bap-
tist Church in Worcester, Mass., preached 

Tom Lyon

Fred Malone

Richard 
Barcellos

Jim Renihan



Trinity, which is located in the heart of 
the Los Angeles-area metropolis, showed 
warm hospitality to its guests, including feed-
ing them royally with a rich and varied menu 
representing some of the culinary variety 
available in Southern California.  Attendees 
also got chances to visit the Huntington Li-
brary gardens and museum in Pasadena and 
some of the famous beaches in the area.

Delegates approved a budget for 2011 
totaling $316,983, which marks an $8,522 
reduction from the 2010 budget of $325,505.  
Treasurer Pete Van Dorn reported to the as-
sembly that the association’s income for 
2010, after expenses, was $12,122.01 less 
than the budget and that ARBCA staff had 
taken steps to cut spending last year by some 
$25,000. 

Delegates also agreed to follow a recom-
mendation by the Administrative Council to 
freeze the approved 2011 budget until at least 
June, which would allow the association to 
gauge its cash flow from member churches 
and other sources.

Van Dorn noted that ARBCA has enough 
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on “Prayer as a Means 
of Grace.” He said 
that prayer is the first 
and most basic means 
of grace for any be-
liever, and noted that 
Christ sits on the right 
hand of God and prays 
continuously for all 
the saints, whom He 
knows better than they 
know themselves.  He 
offered various practical encouragements to 
pray and how to overcome distractions that 
prevent us from praying. 

n  Pastor Steve Garrick of Heritage 
Baptist Church of Mansfield, Texas, gave the 
final message: “The 
Minister’s Expectation 
of Success.” Citing I 
Tim. 4:16 and eminent 
writers such as Charles 
Bridges and Charles 
Spurgeon, he chal-
lenged pastors to avoid 
placing God’s sover-
eignty in opposition to 
His faithfulness by not 
expecting success in 
their ministry. 

The association, for the first time in 
years, did not grow this year, remaining at 
72.  Although one new church, Santa Teresa 
Baptist Church of Santa Teresa, N.M., was 
voted into membership, it was counterbal-
anced by the dissolution of another member 
church, El Monte Reformed Baptist Church. 

Delegates also elected seven Adminis-
trative Council members to two-year terms: 
Dr. Fred Malone of First Baptist Church, 
Clinton, La.,  to a fourth term; Pastor Steve 
Marquedant of Sovereign Grace Baptist 
Church, Ontario, Calif., and Pastor Hank 
Rast of Heritage Church, Fayetteville, Ga., to 
third terms; Pastor David Campbell of Grace 
Baptist Church, Carlisle. Pa., and Pastor 
John Giarrizzo of Grace Covenant Church, 
Gilbert, Ariz., to second terms; and Pastor 
Arden Hodgins of Trinity Reformed Baptist 
Church, La Mirada, Calif., and Pastor Jeff 
Oliver of Grace Reformed Baptist Church, 
Placerville, Calif., to first terms.

Steve Garrick

Mike Renihan

GA
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This year’s AARBCA Administrative Council members are,in front,  from left, Fred Malone, 
Jon Hueni, Donny Martin, Larry Vincent and Steve Marquedant. In second row, from left, 
are David Campbell, Hank Rast, Pete Van Dorn and John Giarrizzo. In rear, from left, are 
Gordon Taylor, Arden Hodgins, Ron Baines, Fred Pugh and Jeff Oliver. 

financial equity to operate for seven years at 
the level of deficit it experienced last year. 

Delegates approved four special projects 
totaling $57,991.47 for 2011.

They were: 
n A request by Grace Baptist Church 

of Carlisle, Pa., for $2,291.47 to complete 
a 2010 request for the publication of three 
books in Colombia: “Voice of Authority,” 
Así es Dios?” for children and another chil-
dren’s book, “Bible in the Wall.” 

n A request by Trinity Reformed Baptist 
Church of Kirkland, Wash., for $10,000 to 
fund supplemental training for pastors in the 
Los Piños Nuevos Convention of churches in 
Cuba.  ARBCA men are planning three trips 
to Cuba this year to provide training and to 
speak to upwards of 1,000 young adults in a 
series of conferences during 2011.

n  A request by Heritage Church of Fay-
etteville, Ga.,  for $35,000 to  print Reformed 
literature in China. 

n  A request by Grace Covenant Church 
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in Gilbert, Ariz., for $2,700 to publish the 
1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith in 
Italian.  The project would include the text of 
the confession, an introduction that explains 
its historical context and theological and pas-
toral significance, outlines by Sam Waldron, 
and study questions.  It would also include 
Spurgeon’s Catechism.

n  A request by Christ Reformed Baptist 
Church of Vista, Calif., for $3,000 to fund 
trips to Australia by Dr. James Renihan in 
January and June 2012 to teach at Sunshine 
Coast Theological College, which is seeking 
to provide Reformed theological education 
in Australia, which has a dearth of such.

n  A request by Faith Reformed Baptist 
Church of Media, Pa., for $5,000 each year 
for three years ($15,000 over three years – 
2010-12) to help publishing efforts of In-
jili Bible Church and the Reformed Baptist 
Movement in Kenya.  The funding, in co-
operation with churches in Britain, supports 
the publishing of Christian books by authors 
such as J.C. Ryle and John Piper into Swahi-
li, evangelistic tracts and a series of pastoral 
training booklets covering all major areas of 
theology.  

The latter are already being used widely 
in Kenya and 1,400 have also been sent to 
eastern Congo. 

Morning devotionals were given by 
Pastor David Johnston of Bible Fellowship, 
Greentown, Pa., Pastor Jim Dundas of Grace 
Fellowship Church, Lincoln, Del., and Pas-
tor Steve Woodman of Kemp Road Baptist 
Church, Dayton, Ohio. 

Missionary reports on works and op-
portunities in Cuba and southern South 
America – particularly Chile and Argentina 
– were given by Don Lindblad, Jim Adams 
and Don Donell.  Donell told delegates that 
great opportunities are available in Argentina 
in particular, where more and more people 
throughout the country are coming to the 
Doctrines of Grace, but there is a shortage of 
qualified men to pastor them.

He said pastors from Argentina and 
Chile recently met to discuss how to cooper-
ate to address the need.

“I never thought I would see this in my 
lifetime,” said Donell, who has served as an 
ARBCA missionary in Argentina.   

Pastor Dave Hendrickx of Santa Teresa Baptist Church, Santa Teresa, N.M., which was 
voted into membership in ARBCA this year, speaks about his church’s ministry in establish-
ing a Reformed Baptist church across the border in Juarez, Mexico.

Delegates enjoy some conversation between sessions.
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Pastor and former missionary Jim Adams, above, talks about 
the opportunities for Reformed Baptist outreach in South 
America during a missions report session. At right, this en-
semble of Trinity Baptist Church members provided music be-
fore each evening session. 

The large (by ARBCA 
churches standards) sanc-
tuary at Trinity Reformed 
Baptist Church in La 
Mirada, Calif., provided an 
ideal venue for meetings 
and, as the photo at left 
indicates, conversation for 
delegates who weren’t in 
a big hurry to leave after 
meetings.

The ever-popular Ladies Tea for women
 attending and hosting the General 

Assembly, right, was held this year at a 
restored olive farm in La Mirada.  The 

event is organized by women in the church 
hosting the G.A.  and often involves a 

devotional activity in addition 
to the goodies. 

Thanks to Robert Pryor of 
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church for

supplying many of the photos in this is-
sue of the Update.
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Encouraging young men to ministry, Part I

Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies

Editor’s note: This is the first of a 
two-part series on how to encourage 
young men to the Gospel ministry.
James M. Renihan

At our recent General Assembly, 
several pastors and missionaries reported 
that the greatest need they see is for men 
to come forward and take up the work 
of the ministry. Opportunities in foreign 
lands, church plants in the USA, and 
even the graying generation of pastors 
who will soon step aside from regular ac-
tive pastoral work, make this a necessity 
we must face. What should we do? 

Perhaps we should consider this from 
two perspectives: what our churches 
should do, and what our families should 
do. Each has an important role in rais-
ing up a new generation of servants for 
Christ.

Let’s begin with what our churches 
should do, and the first place to turn is 
really to God. Consider these words 
from Matthew’s Gospel: “And Jesus 
went throughout all the cities and vil-
lages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every af-
fliction. 

“When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without 
a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest. (Matt. 9:35-38 ESV).” 

When our Lord himself was active 
in ministry, He saw that there were many 
who would listen to him. There were nu-
merous opportunities, but too few who 
were able to minister. Though He was the 
God-man, His human nature limited Him 
to the times and places He could reach. 
Many people were left without a gospel 
ministry.

Jesus’ solution was to urge his disci-
ples to pray to the Lord of the Harvest—

God the Father in heaven. As the Lord 
of the harvest, He has the right to send 
reapers and direct the gathering of the 
crop, and He must be implored to provide 
workers to enter the fields and collect the 
yield. Jesus teaches us that God has a di-
rect interest in the work of expanding his 
kingdom. This concern is demonstrated 
by His willingness to hear and answer 
our requests for workers. 

As we look around us, we see needs 
and opportunities. We hear reports of 
many places where men may be useful, 
and yet we don’t have as many men as 
we would like. We are discouraged. The 
answer to our need is to seek the Lord’s 
favor in giving us more laborers. Our Fa-
ther loves to hear us and respond to this 

need. 
Matthew Henry sums this up well 

when he writes “The melancholy aspect 
of the times and the deplorable state of 
precious souls, should much excite and 
quicken prayer. When things look dis-
couraging, we should pray more, and 
then we should complain and fear less. 
And we should adapt our prayers to the 
present [needs] of the church; such an 
understanding we ought to have of the 
times, as to know, not only what Israel 
ought to do, but what Israel ought to pray 
for.”

How may we do this practically? I 
would suggest that churches ought to do 

IRBA Dean James Renihan, second row, center, stands with alumni of the program at this 
year’s G.A. In front, from left, are Aaron Haak, Chuck Rennie and Jason Walter.  In second 
row, from left, are Micah Renihan, James Renihan and Sam Renihan.  Behind them is Jeff 
Oliver. In rear are Jeff Massey, Keith Thompson and Rob Cosby.

See IRBS, page 16



ARBCA
P.O. Box 289
Carlisle, PA 17013
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 188

Albany, OR

IRBS
From page 15

at least two things. First, make prayer for 
laborers an explicit and important part of 
the regular public prayers of the church. 
One excellent way to do this is for the 
pastor to incorporate pleas for new ser-
vants to the Lord of the harvest in the 
pastoral prayers offered up each Lord’s 
Day. 

The repeated emphasis on this need 
will remind God’s people of its impor-
tance, but even more foundationally, it 
will demonstrate the urgency we see to 
our Lord himself. He loves to answer 
prayers asked according to his will: “And 
this is the confidence that we have toward 
him, that if we ask anything according to 
his will he hears us. And if we know that 
he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests that we have 
asked of him (1 John 5:14-15 ESV).” 

Isn’t this a matter, based on Christ’s 
words, that we may bring to the Lord 
and expect him to answer? Would your 
prayers “avail much?” 

Secondly, I would urge churches to 
include this need in all of their regular 
literature for prayer. Perhaps your church 
publishes a weekly or monthly prayer 
guide, or maybe you have lists distributed 
in your prayer meetings. Why not bring 
this need to the Lord more frequently? 

There is a supplementary benefit 
that comes from highlighting this need in 
prayer. As our young men are brought to 

faith in Christ, and as they grow in grace, 
they will recognize the importance of the 
need, and may perhaps consider whether 
they might be called of the Lord them-
selves. Spiritually minded young people 
take their prayers seriously, and often ap-
ply them personally. 

In addition to concerted and fer-
vent prayer, our churches should create 
a culture of appreciation and respect for 
Christian ministers. 

We live in a day in which the min-
istry has lost much of its former luster, 
and does not command the respect it 
once did. In some cases, this is the result 
of the sins of pastors, but that’s not the 
only reason. In most cases, this is simply 
the result of worldliness entering into the 
church. Society no longer treats ‘men of 
the cloth’ with the level of appreciation 
and respect it once did. 

I notice this when in several places—
hospital visits, interaction with local gov-
ernments, people in the community, and 
often even with the police. In the past, 
when people learned that you were a pas-
tor, they immediately showed respect. 
Now, they seldom do this. 

This attitude may at times enter 
Christ’s churches. While we would nev-
er claim that pastors are somehow a cut 
above the rest of God’s people, still the 
Scriptures command us “to respect those 
who labor among you and are over you 
in the Lord and admonish you, and to es-
teem them very highly in love because of 
their work (1 Thess. 5:12-13).” 

When churches treat their pastors 

(and visiting ministers—other pastors or 
missionaries) with respect and honor, this 
sets an excellent example for young men. 
What do your young men see when they 
observe the way that your church treats 
pastors? Is your church generous with fi-
nancial support? I remember a situation 
many years ago in which I observed a vis-
iting missionary and his family provided 
with an old and undependable car for 
their tour visiting churches in the USA. 
This sent a message to many different 
people—that sacrifice and generosity for 
the comfort of these folks wasn’t really 
very important. People notice the way we 
treat others. 

Or we might ask, do the families of 
the church teach their children to honor 
their pastors? Someone once observed 
that you can tell a lot about how fami-
lies view their pastors by observing their 
children. 

While adults are able to put on a 
good face, children don’t know how to 
hide the things they hear at home. Why 
would a young man consider the gospel 
ministry when he sees that pastors have 
little or no respect, even in the church? 
We need to show that we honor the ones 
that Christ honors, especially when the 
world is blind to this fact.

There are many more things we 
might say, but time and space do not per-
mit us. God willing, we shall pick up this 
subject in the future and consider what 
families might do. But for now, I urge all 
of our churches to pray, and to practice 
love for the servants of Christ. 


