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By Scott Swanson
A spirit of encouragement ran strong 

April 17-19 at the annual General Assembly 
of the Association of Reformed Baptist 
Churches of America held at Pioneer 
Valley Baptist Chapel in Chicopee, Mass., 
in the historical cradle of North American 
Puritanism.

The GA, themed, “The Wonder of 
the Incarnation,” drew 167 registered 
attendees from as far away as New Guinea 
and Switzerland.

The wave of encouragement began 

with the opening devotional presented on 
Tuesday, April 17, by Pastor Rich Jensen 
of Hope Reformed Baptist Church of 
Medford, N.Y., and continued throughout.

It flowed particularly strong later 
Tuesday as delegates and home missions 
pastors reported on eight church plants 
being established across the United States, 
and one in Canada.

n  One is Covenant Baptist Church of 
Clarksville, Tenn., a church plant of Grace 
Baptist Church of Hartsville, Tenn., pastored 
by John Miller. He reported that, despite 

Encouragement runs strong at GA
Delegates and other attendees gather at the 2012 General Assembly, hosted by Pioneer Valley Baptist Church in Chicopee, Mass.

the comings and goings of local military 
personnel, which affects the church, things 
are going well and the church has been able 
to engage in much gospel outreach. 

n Aaron Hoak, who is pastoring a 
Warsaw, Ind. plant under the auspices of 
Grace Fellowship Church of Bremen, Ind., 
reported that his congregation is starting to 
expand beyond the limits of their facility 
and that they are hoping to constitute by the 
end of 2012.
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Commentary: A challenge to a concert of prayer
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By Gordon A. Taylor
An encouraging development began in Yorkshire, England 

in January 2011.  The Yorkshire Reformed Ministers’ Fraternal 
unanimously called for a “Concert of Prayer.”  One of the latest 
of these “Concerts” was held on Feb. 11, 2012.  Although I do not 
have a first hand report of that “Concert,” here is one of another 
“Concert,” held on Nov. 5, 2011. 

“It was a thrilling experience.   After a brief introduction the 
meeting in Leeds was thrown open for prayer at 11:15.  About 
100 people were there and one after another led in prayer.  We had 
planned two one-hour sessions.  However, human plans had to be 
abandoned, as the Holy Spirit prompted fervent, incessant payer.  

“The subsidiary meeting was equally encouraging.  The 
largest attendance yet at Whitby was recorded with 50 earnest 
intercessors assembling.  Here, too, prayer flowed” (Reformation 
Today January – February 2012 #245 p. 15).  

The purpose of these meetings is to pray for spiritual awakening 
and revival.  The Reformation Today website summarizes the 
background of this movement:  

 “The historical precedent for this movement of prayer is found 
in the publication in 1747 of a small book by Jonathan Edwards in 
which he called for united extraordinary prayer for revival. This 
treatise is included in the two-volume set of “Jonathan Edwards’ 
Works” published by the Banner of Truth. Two recent editions 
have been published by Christian Focus in Scotland. This is an 
attractive 164-page small paperback with a 20-page introduction 
by David Bryant. 

“The original work was posted from New England to John 
Erskine in Scotland. Erskine in turn posted it to John Ryland in 
England who shared it with John Sutcliffe. Sutcliffe published an 
edition which led to the organisation of a Concert of Prayer. The 
outcome was an extensive revival which is documented in Paul 
Cook’s book “Fire From Heaven” (EP). This Concert of Prayer 
also inspired the great missionary movement we associate with 
William Carey.”

It is this last statement that especially caught my eye.  One of 
the acknowledged deficiencies in ARBCA has been the lack of men 
presenting themselves for foreign missionary work.  I am thankful 
that this may be changing with at least one and perhaps two men 
who are seeking to be sent forth for missionary endeavor.  

However, the glory of Christ and the needs of the world call 
for more to be sent.  How will these young men be sent?  Prayer 
precedes action.  It has always been this way.  Before the choosing 
of the 12 apostles Jesus prayed all night (Luke 6:12-16).  Before 
Pentecost there was prayer (Acts 1).  

Before the first foreign missionaries were sent out there was 
prayer and fasting (Acts 13).  Before the first missionary was sent 
to India earnest prayer was practiced and encouraged by William 
Carey.  Who can forget this famous shoemaker’s world map made 
of scraps of leather with the salient facts about each nation to help 
him pray earnestly?  

Before Adoniram Judson was sent to Burma there was the 

famous “Haystack Prayer Meeting” held in August 1806.  Six 
years later Judson was in Burma and, in the first 50 years following 
that meeting, some 1,250 missionaries were sent out. 

According to the globalministries.org website, “In its first 
fifty years, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions (ABCFM) sent out over 1,250 missionaries. Most were 
from the smaller towns and farm villages of New England. Few 
were affluent, but many were trained in colleges where they 
received a classical education, which included Hebrew, Latin, 
and Greek. When they reached the mission field, they were able 
to translate the Bible from the original Greek and Hebrew into 
difficult and often previously unwritten languages. They built 
educational systems in their lands of ministry and were often 
called upon to advise foreign governments.” (1) 

Is there a need for this kind of extraordinary prayer today?  
Just consider a few facts to help make a decision.  Operation 
World’s careful surveys show there is a great need to reach many 
in the Unreached People Groups (UPG).  Here is what Erroll 
Hulse culled from the facts presented in Operation World. 

“A few facts will suffice. There are 20 Islamic nations that 
have successfully fortified themselves against the gospel. There 
are at least five major Buddhist strongholds that are almost 
entirely impervious to church planting. According to Operation 
China there are 574 UPGs in China…  India has the second largest 
population after China. 

With 2,223 UPGs, India represents the most unreached part 
of the world. Revivals in Indian provinces such as Nagaland 
and Mizoram have helped to increase the Indian missionaries to 
83,000. Yet those who actually go and live with the UPGs are too 

A prayer meeting held by five Williams College students under a 
haystack in this meadow in 1806 led to a massive outpouring of mis-
sionary efforts in the early 1800s. 

See Concert, page 5



4 ARBCA Update

See IRBS, page 5

Wonderful gift opens door to seminary
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies

By Dr. James Renihan
In the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra … went up from 

Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the 
Lord, the God of Israel, had given, and the king granted him all that 
he asked, for the hand of the Lord his God was on him.... For Ezra 
had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to 
teach his statutes and rules in Israel (Ezra 7:1, 6, 10, ESV). 

Why was Ezra useful for service in Israel? The first, and most 
important, reason is that the Lord was with him. As he served the 
Lord and His people, the blessing of God allowed him to accomplish 
what he set out to do. 

But Ezra had completed a prerequisite for his usefulness in 
the Lord’s work—he had devoted himself to learn and know the 
Scriptures, and to do them. His laborious studies prepared him to be 
a distinguished instrument in the hand of the Lord. 

Matthew Henry says Ezra “was a man of great learning, a scribe, 
a ready scribe, in the law of Moses… [who] took pains in his studies, 
and thoroughly furnished himself for what he designed, and then put 
on resolution to proceed and persevere in them, and thus he became a 
ready scribe. Moses in Egypt, Ezra in Babylon, and both in captivity, 
were wonderfully fitted for eminent services to the church.”

There is a pattern in Scripture: Study normally precedes 
usefulness. Matthew Henry points to Moses and Ezra; we might 
add many other examples: Jesus’ disciples, who learned directly 
from him for years before they were thrust into their apostolic roles, 
or Paul who learned at the feet of Gamaliel, or Timothy who was 
instructed by Paul. Seldom do we find men who rise to positions 
of distinction in the church who did not spend extended periods in 
painstaking study.

And in the 21st century, this principle applies just as well. In 
fact, one might argue that the needs of the present day are just as 
pressing and the importance of preparation paramount. Western 
society is breaking down, the Christian consensus that has reigned 
in Europe and North America has nearly vanished, and paganism is 
returning with a vengeance. 

We may soon be in a state similar to that of the first century, 
when the message of Christianity is completely counter-cultural. The 
spread of the Gospel requires men of skill and learning to aid the 
church and its witness during a Babylonian captivity, or a revival of 
Roman-style paganism. 

But there are obstacles. Training men takes time and money. 
The challenges faced by young men with families, and the churches 
that send them, can be formidable. Three or four years away at a 
theological seminary, devoting oneself to study rather than earning 
income, may make preparation extremely difficult. How will a man 
support himself and his family? In some cases churches are able to 
do this for men, but not very often. More commonly, students receive 
limited help from churches and individuals, finding the rest of their 
support as they are able. 

In 14 years at the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies, we have 
had many very fine and godly men who have made their way through 
studies in just this manner. But sometimes the expense of seminary 
study has prevented men from following the pattern of Scripture and 
they have been unable to devote themselves to these important years 
of preparation. 

These prospective servants, and the churches they might have 
served, have been impoverished as a result. 

In the Lord’s kind providence, this major obstacle has been 
removed, or at least significantly diminished. At the recent General 
Assembly of the Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of 
America, this announcement was made: 

“The Foundation for the Advancement of Reformed Baptist 
Causes (FARBC) has established a grant for seminary students 
enrolled in the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies at Westminster 
Seminary California.  

“The FARBC will grant up to $100,000 a year for this purpose.  

IRBS display at this year’s General Assembly
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Concert
From page 3

The grants for IRBS students will be awarded for the term beginning 
Fall 2012.  The grants will be made directly to the students who must 
apply to the FARBC and meet the requirements of the grant criteria.  

“These funds cannot be used for any purpose other than tuition, 
books, fees, other related seminary expenses, and the living expenses 
of the student and his family, if he is married.  

“The Foundation exists primarily to encourage and support 
men in preparation for the Gospel ministry and to plant churches.  
In addition to these two primary foci of its mission, from time to 
time the Foundation assists struggling churches and pastors, as well 
as contributes to other worthy endeavors consistent with its goal of 
advancing Reformed Baptist causes.  

“The fundamental criteria for grant eligibility is full subscription 
to the 1689 London Baptist Confession.  Only men who fully 
subscribe to the 1689 will be eligible for grants from the FARBC.  
Only churches, or other causes, that fully subscribe to the 1689 will 

IRBS
From page 4

be eligible for grants from the FARBC.
“Seminary students from Reformed Baptist churches that 

fully subscribe to the 1689 will be given preference.  Seminary 
students who personally fully subscribe to the 1689, but who are not 
from Reformed Baptist churches, will receive consideration.  The 
Foundation desires partnerships with the churches that recommend 
seminary students for grants and, therefore, part of the grant criteria 
encourages the students’ churches to contribute to the students’ 
support also.

“The Foundation does not accept applications for grants 
from institutions or individuals for which funding should most 
appropriately be provided by churches.”

As a representative of IRBS, I am deeply grateful to God for 
this wonderful provision for our students. Let us all pause and thank 
Him, and ask that more Ezras might be prepared for eminent Gospel 
ministry. 

For more information on this grant program, please contact the 
IRBS office: irbsoffice@gmail.com.  

Dr. James Renihan is dean of the Institute for Reformed Baptist 
Studies.

few to make completion of the task a reality.” 
What should a “Concert of Prayer” look like?  We have 

historical precedent from 1747 when Jonathan Edwards called for 
these special times of prayer.  

His key text was Zechariah 8:20-23: “Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: ‘Peoples shall yet come, Inhabitants of many cities; the 
inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Let us continue 
to go and pray before the LORD, and seek the LORD of hosts. I 
myself will go also.” Yes, many peoples and strong nations shall 
come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before 
the LORD.’  “Thus says the LORD of hosts: “In those days ten 
men from every language of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of 
a Jewish man, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you.”

I want to make a couple of observations about this text.  First, 
notice that multitudes of people come from many cities.  All of 
these people come to seek the Lord.  This encourages us to pray 
that the Lord will save countless thousands in our day.  It also 
encourages us to believe that when missionaries are sent out there 
will be conversions and churches planted.  

Second, notice that the prayer that is offered is in earnestness.  
There is zeal!  The ones praying continue to pray.  The ones praying 
continue to seek the Lord of hosts.  There is no decrease in the 
zeal.  Oh, that the Lord would give us such zeal in praying!  

Years ago I was asked why our Association has had so few 
missionaries sent out to the foreign fields.  I thought I had a 
reasonable answer to that question.  

We are a small Association and we are young.  It is true 
that we are small, with only 72 churches.  It is true that we are 

relatively young, having been formed only in 1997.  However, 
RBMS was formed in 1985.  So our youth is slipping away at the 
age of 27.  Our size has grown as well.  

So I conclude that it is time to stop making excuses and begin 
praying in earnest.  Which church will be the first to appeal to the 
Association to follow the example of our British brethren and call 
for a “Concert of Prayer”?   

Gordon A. Taylor is coordinator for the Association of 
Reformed Baptist Churches of America.

Jonathan Edwards
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The Lines 
<bevstan38@gmail.com> 
Stan and Bev
Aptdo Aereo 100063
Bogota, 10, D.C.

COLOMBIA

Thanks for continuing to pray for the 
Lord’s work in Colombia! Joel Zartman 
has been our pastor in the La Alborada 
congregation for the past year, but he was 
“pastor in preparation” and he came to the 
conclusion that he should not continue in the 
pastorate. He will continue for a few more 
months as we seek his replacement, praying 
for the Lord’s supply of the right man. 

Joel, along with Antonio Orjuela, pastor 
of the San José de Bavaria congregation, 
and the five La Alborada deacons, oversee 
the church. Two of these, Henry Lancheros 
and Gabriel Carreño, were elected just now 
in February. Both congregations rejoice in 
growth, although we pray for many more to 
profess faith in Christ. 

The Christian School began another 
year the first part of February. Two hundred 
and twenty five students are enrolled, a 
number slightly lower than we had hoped. As 
usual, it has not been easy to find teachers, 
replacements for four who resigned at the 
end of last year. Our great concern is that 
students and parents may be instructed and 
converted in all the truth of God as it is in 
Christ Jesus. 

The Library For Pastors, now the 
property and ministry of La Alborada, is not 

fully functioning at the moment. Pray that 
this resource may be a means of support for 
the pastors of the city in their understanding 
and communication of the Gospel. 

We are happy to see efforts being made 
by, among others, Miami International 
Seminary, Reformed Baptist Seminary 
of Easly, S.C., and the Academy (pastors 
teaching pastors) sponsored by Gospel 
through Colombia, efforts to encourage and 
instruct pastors especially directing them 
toward and in the Reformed faith.

Bev and I, retired now, have used an 
inheritance left by her father to purchase 
and rebuild a cabin high up in the mountains 
an hour and a half outside of Bogotá. Still, 
we spend a good part of our time (including 
every weekend) in Bogotá, active in the 

church, preaching in other churches, and 
with the weekly Bible study group in our 
neighborhood. 

We are able to keep in touch via 
telephone and e-mail with family, brethren 
and pastors. Even out in the country we have 
and use an internet mobile connection and 
our cell phones.  Family includes, of course, 
our six granddaughters who live in Bogotá: 
Ellen, 17, Bethany, 15, Caylie, 13, and the 
triplets, Gabriela, Laura and Catalina, 6 
years old. 

Thanks again for your constant prayer 
for the Lord’s mercies upon a nation that, 
like all of the nations of the earth, desperately 
needs the Gospel in order to serve the 

The Joyners  
<thejoynerfamily@gmail.com> 
Patrick, Rhonda, William, Audrey, 
Jordan, Maggie, Noah, 
Laurel Anna, Mary M’Cheyne
Chaplain, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion, USMC

Over the past few months the regiment 
was deployed on five Navy ships for the 
largest amphibious exercise in 10 years.  
We took the beach with all manner of 
landing craft and air craft.  

I was on board the USS Kearsarge and 
led a daily Bible study as well as a Sunday 
evening service.  I met a few young men 
whom I have continued to connect with 
since we have gotten back.  The possibility 
that the regiment will deploy for 13 months 
still looms with uncertainty so we are 
trying to prepare the best we can for any 
contingency.  

Our children are well and clipping 
along in our home school.  Music and times-
tables buzz alongside each other.  Five of 
the children are playing on soccer teams, so 

that keeps us busy. William is doing well in 
his studies at college.  He works on the care 
team for a friend who is in a coma when 
he’s not at school and is teaching a Sunday 
School class at church.

I have had a number of Gospel 
opportunities through counseling and visits 
that will hopefully bear fruit.

Grace to you.
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

“… and they signaled to their partners 
in the other boat, for them to come and help 
them. And they came, and filled both of the 
boats, so that they began to sink.” (Luke 
5:7)

I introduce my report with this verse 
for many reasons, but two in particular: 

First, how good and blessed it is to 
belong to an association and to be able to 
receive and provide help to each other in 
this task that is ours and that is far beyond 
our human abilities. My second reason 
concerns the most recent news in our 
ministry in Quebec. 

As many of you know already, I have 
accepted an interim pastoral ministry in 
a church in Quebec City whose pastor 
passed away last June. My task consisted 
essentially in pastoring the flock and in 
helping make a decision concerning the 
future of their church. 

On March 4, they voted with a majority 
of over 80 percent to merge with our own 
church, Église réformée baptiste de la 
Capitale. The end result is that the size of 
congregation doubled, being now to almost 
100 people, which is a good-sized church 
for the province of Quebec. 

Of course, we keep asking for your 
prayers as Pastor Pelletier and I are now 
working to facilitate the merge. So, indeed, 
this other church “signaled to their partners 
in the other boat, for them to come and help 
them. And they came, and filled” the boat. 
Needless to say, it was a happy ending for 
2011 and a promising beginning for 2012.

Some of our churches have experienced 
the departure of people for different 
reasons, but these churches remain firm 
and committed. 

Our radio ministry has also taken 
expansion last year as we officially started 
operating a repeater in St-Jérôme. We 
have been very pleased to realize that our 
coverage is even bigger that expected. 
Pastor Pascal Denault is contributing a 
lot of time and energy to help out with 
the project. We are also broadcasting new 
programs and specially the preaching of 

Lord with gladness. May you know clear 
guidance from the Lord and constancy in all 
your efforts for the preaching of the Gospel 
to the ends of earth for the building of His 
church.

four of our churches. This expansion has 
been very well received according to the 
many e-mails and phone calls that have 
been sent to us.

Allow me to finish with three prayer 
requests:

Pray for pastor Georges Corriveau 
in our church in Acton Vale; they have 
lost some members and he is need of 
encouragement.

Pray that God give us wisdom as pastor 
Jacques Pelletier and I work on the merge 
of the two churches I mentioned above.

Pray that we might cope with the 

Lines
From page 6

demands of our radio ministry.
Thanks to all for fellowship, prayer 

and support.

Congregation of the Quebec City Church
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The Durands   <aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>
Daniel, Loraine, 
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
189 St. Mary’s
Chateauguay, QC J6K 2J6

CANADA

The Molinas
Jorge and Bilma
Monte de Luz Iglesia de la Gracia
Rio Carcarana 551
Carlos Paz, Cordoba

ARGENTINA   5152

In the face of the hardness of this city, 
we continue with much joy in the service of 
our God with our expectation placed firmly 
in His grace, knowing that only by it will 
He call those who are His to salvation from 
within our community.

Our activities remain more or less 
constant: the preaching of the gospel at 
our worship service on Sundays from 
10:30 a.m., where we have the greatest 
attendance.  On Mondays a group of some 
12 unconverted young people are gathering 
at our son Claudio’s home, where he 
and Amy disciple them.  There is also a 
women’s meeting once a month that is also 
attended by some who are unconverted.  

We are thankful to continue with our 
radio program on Mondays and Thursdays 

from 7 to 8 p.m.  Many interested people 
call in by telephone and speak with us 
about the Word they’ve heard preached.  
To this point only one woman is attending 
services from having heard us on the radio, 
but we know God’s Word never returns to 

Him empty; it always accomplishes what 
He desires!  The program can be heard by 
internet at radiouniverso987.com.ar.

Thank you so much for your prayers 
and material support.  God will bless you 
abundantly for it all.

For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ. (1 Corinthians 12.12)

Since the beginning of my pastorate, 
I have assumed almost all the functions 
of the church (preaching, worship chairs, 
piano accompaniment, treasury, secretarial, 
etc..).  We want to thank the Lord for 
the change in that situation in the last 12 
months.

On Jan. 1, our son Georges-Émile, 
who is taking courses in a faculty of 
reformed theology in Montreal, preached 
for the first time. He did very well, with 
the Lord’s help. 

A young couple, Andy and Catherine, 
joined our church last summer. Andy is 
studying theology and he is currently a 
pastoral intern. He preaches on occasion, 
he teaches in the mid-week meeting, he 
comes with me on some pastoral visits and 
Bible studies given to contacts. 

Catherine will also be involved with 
the children, in addition to accompanying 
on the piano at some worship services. 
Andy was active in evangelical circles and 
three years ago he decided to choose the 
best books he was reading and realized his 

theology was thus reformed. We are very 
encouraged by their presence.

In recent weeks, a brother who 
is trustworthy has offered to take the 
accounting of the church. So in the course 
of a few months, several tasks that I had 
sole responsibility for are now shared. But 
the most encouraging is that the Lord has 
called these new workers. Andy is 32 and 
Georges-Émile is 25.

Young families in our church are 
thinking about the possibility of organizing 
a home school by pooling their resources. 
This is a project dear to my heart especially 
since public schools indoctrinate our 
children against Christianity and ethical 
practices are immoral.

Concerning the church plant in 
Aylmer (near Ottawa), André Pinard and 
his wife Carole persevere in a difficult 
environment.  André and Carole each 
have full-time secular employment. Once 
a month, the Church of Montreal sends a 
preacher to help André in Aylmer.

In recent months, I have also preached 
in two churches in our association to help 
pastors who are tired. It is a joy for me to 
help these brothers for whom I have great 
affection.

Thank you for all your prayers. Thank 
you for the cards you send us with words 
of encouragement. I want to take the 
opportunity in this report to express our 
gratitude for your fraternity.
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The Powells
<pastor@covenantbaptistchurch.com>
Chris, Val, Hannah, Noah and Abigail
1 Briarcreek Road
Toronto, ON M1B 2N7

 CANADA

See Powells, page 16

 “Then Samuel took a stone and set it 
up between Mizpah and Shen and called its 
name Ebenezer; for he said, “Till now the 
LORD has helped us.” (1 Samuel 7:12)

The last year has been a very 
“Ebenezer” filled year for Covenant Baptist 
Church.  God has truly shown us that He is 
sovereign over every aspect of our lives.  

I think sometimes that it is very easy for 
us to lose sight of how good God actually 
is to us – our memories are too short.  As a 
family we’ve been going through the Old 
Testament in our family devotions and we 
have seen together the amazing patience 
and provision of God for His people despite 
incredible weakness and lack of faith of His 
people and even His leaders. 

I often think of what the average 
Israelite would have thought when he saw 
Samuel’s stone in his travels.  Every Sunday 
as I walk into our beautiful new location, 
I imagine it is something that I constantly 
feel week after a week – a mixture of 
wonder and thankfulness.  After months of 
searching and pounding the pavement in a 
very competitive real estate and especially 
church rental market, God truly provided 
beyond what we expected or imagined.  
It’s a wonderful reminder as we come into 
worship on the Lord’s Day that God really 
does answer prayer.

But, outside of bricks and mortar 
reminders, one of my greatest joys as pastor 
is to then look out on the congregation and 
to see the three new converts that God 
rescued from the pit of sinful despair this 
past year.  

We rejoice in the Lord graciously saving 
Diana, Zoe and Jonathan this past year and 
each of them have already begun to serve the 
Lord in the congregation.  Diana has been 
a real help and encouragement with social 
functions (her background is as an event 
planner) and various other endeavours, 
Zoe is helping out with the children’s Bible 
circle on Sunday mornings and Jonathan 
has been instrumental in forming a liaison 
with the University of Toronto to facilitate 
our outreach on campus there.  

All three of these new converts have 
shared the Gospel with their friends and 
family and have brought friends to the 
worship services or to the outreach events 
and Bible studies.  As I write this we are 
approaching our annual Good Friday 
service and we are expecting some folks 
who have never heard the Gospel before 
to come out based on these invitations and 
others in the congregation.  Please pray 
that God would use the fruits of all these 
outreach opportunities for His good.  

The on-campus ministry at the 
University of Toronto has been an 
encouragement to our people and a goad to 
our prayer meeting as we are praying for 
the students who are attending.  You can 
check out what we study in the outreach on-
line at www.exploringbiblicalchristianity.
wordpress.com 

Finally, one of the greatest 
encouragements to us is how the 
membership has stepped up to provide for 
the ministry.  

Despite a small year-end deficit, 
as I communicated in the last ARBCA 
update, late in December of 2011, the 
elders were approached by an “entity” in 
the congregation who wished to take over 
responsibility for providing the full support 
amount that the church received from 
ARBCA/RBMS so that the monies could 
be reallocated by the supporting churches 
to other needy missions-related church 
planting activity at home or abroad.  

As Abraham declared: “Yahweh 
Yireh,”  The Lord will provide.  And, we 
can testify to His grace in this provision.  

We are very thankful to God for the 
instrumental support of Grace Baptist 
Church in Taylors, Grace Baptist Church in 
Carlisle, Faith Reformed Baptist in Media, 
as well as Berean Baptist Church in Austell 
and other individuals in ARBCA and RBMS 
who have helped provide financially over 
the past three years.  

Additionally, the spiritual support and 
counsel from many of the elders in these 
congregations and others in ARBCA has 
been invaluable to me in my first pastorate.  
As I write this, I very much look forward 
to refreshing fellowship at this General 
Assembly as I do every year.

Sadly, despite all of these positives, 
there is still very much the reality of sin in 
our lives and work. Though he is defeated, 
the devil is still very active and I believe 
nowhere more prominently is he engaged 
in attack than against Christ’s church.  

As a church this year we also had 
some challenging times. We had to, for the 
first time in many years, exercise formal 
church discipline to remove a member who 
renounced their profession of faith.  We are 
thankful to say that this former member 
still comes on occasion to the church and is 
not without ongoing Christian witness.  

May God bring this person to real 
repentance and faith and may this discipline 
be an instrument of grace to bring this 
person and others to the realization of their 
need for a Savior.

Thank you all again for all the prayers 
and support of ARBCA churches offered 
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RBMS missions around the world
The Vaughns 
<dvaughn@sfr.fr>
David, Nicky, Jonathan 
and Michelle
88 Place de l’Emendra
38920 Crolles
FRANCE

Attendance this year has been good.  
We are often around 50 people on Sunday 
morning, including a small group of seven 
to 10 Chinese believers who worship with 
us now.  

The church enjoys harmony and joy 
together in Christ and we are thankful to 
see very evident signs of spiritual advance 
in the lives of members.  A recent series of 
sermons on self-denial has led to several 
concrete changes in habits and lifestyles of 
members.  A number of church members 
have spoken to me about areas of their lives 
where conviction and change have come 
during this series of messages.  

One member has indicated that she 
recently resisted pressure from her employer 
to go from half time to full time because she 
wants to be available to serve in the church 
more.  A couple has begun to exercise 
hospitality for the first time and reach out 
to those in need of temporary or long-term 
lodging.  Another couple has spoken of 
other lifestyle changes, including the habit 
of scripture memorization.  

One young adult has told us that she 
is contemplating moving closer to Grenoble 
in order to be more involved in the church.  
Another couple has begun attended prayer 
meetings we hold on Sunday morning before 
the service to pray for the Lord to meet with 
us.  Seeing God visibly at work through His 
Word in His people is heartwarming.

Evangelism
Our evangelistic efforts this past year 

have included two six-session Discovering 
Christianity Bible studies held in two 
homes.  About 15 people attended at least 
one session but seven of those persevered 
throughout the course.  We are holding a 
following up meeting in one of the homes 
in a couple of weeks.  One couple from the 
study in the other home has attended one 
worship service and seems to indicate some 
degree of interest in further contact.  

We did some street evangelism in the 
summer in the public gathering places in 
town and plan to repeat that this spring.  
Those who participated had a number of 

interesting conversations, but no further 
contact has resulted with these people so 
far.

We held an evangelistic Vacation Bible 
School for on two days in the summer.  
Only a handful of children attended but we 
are thankful for those and know that the 
seeds of the gospel planted in the hearts of 
the young often lead to conversion later in 
life, in God’s providence.

Our ladies recently held an evening 
meeting for their non-Christian friends 
on theme:  “What I believe: does it really 
matter?”  We were very encouraged by the 
response.  Eight non-Christian ladies came.  
They had many questions and were amazed 
to hold a Bible in their hands for the first 
time (for most of them) and discuss Jesus’ 
meeting with the Samaritan woman.  A 
couple of the ladies expressed the desire to 
have something ongoing as a follow up, so 
they have all been sent invitations to a six-
week Discovering Christianity Bible study 
and we are waiting to see how many will 
respond.

As I write, this Friday evening we are 
holding a conference on the theme: “Easter 
is here, but what does mean?”  We have 
distributed a few thousand invitations in 
town and in the closest neighboring town, 
as well as inviting friends personally.  

Student Work
We have had a good group of university 

students involved in the church this year, 
about 14 in all.  I meet with several of them 
for Bible study in one of their apartments 
every two weeks.  Two of them have made 
professions of faith during the year and give 

clear signs of changed lives and of joy in 
gospel salvation through Christ.  

One of them, a young French man, 
has, upon his conversion, dropped his long 
dream to be an opera singer because he 
feels now that he would have to comprise 
his Christian commitment.  He is doing in 
master’s degree in the music department at 
the university and had a tremendous talent 
as an opera singer.  

This decision has amazed us all.  He 
knew nothing of the gospel when he began 
to attend services through the invitation of 
another student about 18 months ago.  Now 
he is joyfully sharing the gospel with his 
friends.  He has asked for baptism and will 
be meeting with the elders about this in the 
next couple of weeks.

The other student who has made a 
profession of faith is a young Romanian lady 
studying for a master’s degree in business 
here.  She comes from a mainline church 
in Romania that apparently has lost hold of 
the gospel.  Through a personal crisis she 
sought counseling and during one of our 
sessions with her the Lord was pleased to 
open her eyes to the way of salvation.  It 
was one of those rare times when you watch 
the scales falling from someone eyes right 
there in front of you.  

She told us that she had always thought 
that she was a Christian but she had never 
understood what it meant to be a sinner, or 
that Jesus saved the unworthy.  Every time 
that Nicky comes back from meeting with 
this young lady she says to me, “That girl 
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Oscar Bloise
<ogbloise@hotmail.com>
33 Red Hills Road, Kingston, 10

JAMAICA

The year 2011 started with the Grace 
Reformed Baptist Church having some 
challenges which were considered serious 
and problematic for the human mind.  These 
challenges prevented the church from 
moving her God-given programs forward. 

It was during these times, that a few of 
God’s concerned people began to approach 
the Throne of God with a passion and God 
answered by removing and clearing the 
church of her disunity.  This gave the church a 
spiritual uplift that motivated them to adhere 
to God’s divine purpose for their lives.

One of the first moves was that 
they asked me to return and pastor the 
church.  Pastor Clinton Chisholm joined 
me in helping to build confidence and 
encourage the members to be strong and 
active in the Lord.  We all worked hard and 
saw our Daily Vacation Bible School come 
and go without any major incident.  The 
number that attended daily was that which 
we could manage.  Our highest count was 
87 on the second day.  

The unfortunate part of it is that they 
do not continue with us, even when we do 

what we can to help.  We had some local 
pastors in our pulpit to give the saints the 
kind of messages that outside churches 
have so they may know how serious Grace 
is with the Word of God.  We have had 
many visitors but no baptism but we are 
happy now at Grace.

Youth Group
Brother Oneil Thomas got the group 

started but the distance of some of our 
young people from the vicinity of the 
church made it difficult to maintain the 
numbers.  There was another challenge and 
it was that of transportation.

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Our Wednesday night Bible Study 

moved from a stagnant level to a level 
where we know that our God was behind 
every movement we made.  We study 
subjects like the truth of the resurrection, 
Jesus Christ was a real person, and other 
vital, everyday subjects.

Faith Missionary Baptist
One would believe that people who live 

in these areas would want divine protection 
but no, their hearts are so hardened they will 
tell you they are really not interested.  We 
are working in this community of Allman 
Town and we are seeing some coming out 
but no commitment.  It is not that easy to 
press truth that has not been known before 
but we at Faith plan on God to continue.

RBMS missions around the world

The Ramoses  <doulos@vtr.net>
Valentina, Susana, 
Daniel, Omar and Nadia
Dos oriente 2505, Parqua Tobalaba
Penalolen, Santiago 

Chile

2011 has been a great year for us in 
Santiago, Chile.  The church has ordained, in 
addition to Omar Ramos, two more elders: 
Fernando Herrera and Obed Rupertus, and a 
deacon: Miguel Orchard, men of experience 
and integrity in following Christ.  

God has blessed us with expository 
preaching and teaching not only on the 
Lord’s Day but also on Monday and 
Wednesday nights in our times of weekly 
Bible study and prayer.

The excellent outreach to the Christian 
community last March in the Shepherding 
Conferences with Dr. Tedd Tripp drew 
some 500 parents to learn what Biblical 
parenting is all about.  The whole reformed 
community came together for unforgettable 
nights of teaching.  

Also, God gave us the privilege to 
have the ministry of Dr. David Barceló 
from Barcelona, Spain, to teach on 

“peacemaking” with the grace of God.
Without a doubt, by God’s grace 2011 

marked a time of significant grown in 
attendance, membership and faithful tithing.  
Five of our young men go out faithfully 
after our Sunday morning worship services 
to evangelize in the streets, and as I write 
this, we expect to receive six new members 
in April.

With some 50 in regular attendance, 
we have outgrown our present meeting 

place and are praying and looking for a 
larger place.  

Also in looking ahead, a number of us 
want to begin serious theological studies 
through William Carey Seminary in 2012.

In addition to these decisions we face, 
please pray also as we see aggressive attacks 
from the evil one on our families.  “Unless 
the Lord builds the house, its builders labor 
in vain” (Ps. 127:1).  We need your prayers, 
advice, ministry and fellowship!
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The Brennans 
<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>
Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

 IRELAND

RBMS missions around the world
What can one say about Ireland at the 

present?  The economy continues in freefall, 
with some new houses selling for the price 
of a family car.  Emigration has returned 
and communities are losing their youngest 
and brightest. The Catholic Church, along 
with the political establishment, have and 
continue to be found wanting. It may seem 
these are not good days to be Irish.  

Yet in the midst of all the economic, 
political and religious gloom, God is 
building His church in Ireland.  We 
continue to be privileged to work for the 
Kingdom that does not corrupt, devalue, 
or alter.  We have the great promise of the 
King that He is at work to reach the lost 
and establish the saints in the truth. 

We are still meeting in the Trade Union 
hall that we rent each Lord’s Day and our 
weekly congregation gathers to hear the 
Word and live out the Gospel where the 
Lord has placed them.  Philippians, 1 
Corinthians, Jonah, Nehemiah, and Mark’s 
gospel have been preached during the year.  
We are presently working our way through 
the 1689 Confession in our mid-week 
meetings.  The regular evangelistic Bible 
study takes places in the home of one of 

our members each Tuesday night.   
David Shedden has also done 

evangelistic efforts on the streets and 
Bible studies.  Opportunities with local 
radio have also continued. This year marks 
my 25th anniversary of working with the 
Church. The years vanish like steam from 
a boiling kettle – much steam at the point 
of boiling and then all gone!

Each Friday night we run two youth 
clubs that reach primary school and 
secondary school age children.  The 
primary school club has seen a slight 
increase in numbers attending. While the 
secondary school age group has seen a 
drop in those attending.  

Our ladies ministry is also very fruitful 
with much good material being taught at 

their meetings. 
David Shedden has been working 

with the church for over a year and has 
proven to be a great benefit. He has been 
responsible for a reach-out effort we have 
been running in the near city of Limerick, 
as well as helping with the youth work, 
street work and some preaching here at 
CBC. 

We are actively pursuing a site for a 
church building and we trust that by this 
time next year we have procured some land 
and may be even putting a building up! We 
make our plans knowing that our Father 
may overrule them for His own purposes. 
I continue to be grateful to God for the ties 
of friendship and fraternity that we have 
with our sister churches in ARBCA.   

is really born again!  You should see her joy 
in Christ and the gospel!”  And this is in the 
midst of a personal crisis that would plunge 
most people into depression.  

While I am on the subject of professions 
of faith, I will mention here the most difficult 
trial of the year, and indeed of many years, 
for Nicky and me.  Our 18-year-old son 
Jonathan professed conversion this summer 
and had a dramatic change of life.  I baptized 
him this fall and our whole family was full 
of joy.  

Jonathan has now gone back on his 
profession of faith and tells us that he 
feels that his was a false conversion.  He 

Vaughns
From page 10

has reacted to this by turning away from 
all spiritual interest, as far as we can tell, 
except for one or two curious exceptions.  
He seems to be in “escape mode” and his 
grades at school have plunged as well.  
The peril of searing his conscience and 
hardening his heart is present.  Our hearts 
have been broken by this and we are trying 
to keep communicating with him as much 
as possible about these things.  We earnestly 
covet your prayers for him.  

We are convinced that the Lord 
powerfully touched his life this summer 
and that a great spiritual war is being waged 
over his soul.  In our prayers we are feeding 
on Jesus’ words to Peter as he announced 
to him his coming denial:  “But I have 
prayed for you… and when you have turned 

again…”
Transition out of Grenoble

This is our transition year out of 
Grenoble and over to Aix-en-Provence 
in the south of France.  We have sold our 
house.  In fact, the first people to come visit 
it, two days after we put an announcement 
on Internet, told us they wanted to buy it 
after being in the house only about 20 
minutes.  The man saw a hymn book lying 
in my study nook and asked if we were 
evangelical Christians.  It turns out that this 
young couple are believers that attend a 
church on the other side of Grenoble.  

This weekend I will be going down 
to Aix to preach again, and to begin the 

See Vaughns, page 13
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The Galyons  
<dr.james_galyon@yahoo.com>
James, Sharon, Jameson, 
Jenna and Jonathan
319 Redondo St.
Hendersen, NV 89014
Chaplain, USAF Nevada

Military ministry is fast-paced, often 
constrained, and never boring.  

As a chaplain, I’m constantly reminded 
of the need for God’s strength and wisdom 
in the task at hand. 

 Ministry “highlights” looking back 
at 2011 include the following: helping 
652 airmen to resolve ethical, mental, 
and spiritual issues through counseling; 
amassing 2,544 hours of crisis response; 
helping to guide and comfort three wings 
through the deaths of seven airmen and 
two critical injuries including a fatal 
aircraft mishap; implementing a marriage 
retreat program for Nellis AFB, Creech 
AFB and the Nevada Test & Training 
Range personnel; offering invocations at 
57 installation events; and serving as the 
pastor for the Protestant Traditional Service 
(preaching weekly).  

2011 was a busier year than normal, 
but it wasn’t unusual.

One of the greatest challenges I face 

as a military chaplain is in counseling 
individuals whose religious faith is nominal 
at best or non-existent at worst.  

When an atheist, for example, is feeling 
depressed and seeks my help, the promises 
of God in the Gospel are of no comfort 
to that person.  Quoting biblical passages 
and citing the need for redemption would 
simply fall on deaf ears, yet I have to help 
such an airman in the best way possible.  

While I seek to help as much as I can, 
I often feel as though I’m simply putting a 

Band-aid on a hemorrhage.  The airman may 
feel better equipped to handle depression 
for a time, but lacks a connection to the 
One who is eternal hope itself.  

During such encounters I pray for 
opportunities to plant seeds in order that 
eternal hope may take root.  Throughout 
the year you will read the monthly prayer 
requests I submit, but I ask for your constant 
prayers for the Gospel to be heard and to 
blossom in the lives of military members 
(1 Peter 1:22-25).

process of apartment hunting.  We plan to 
rent an apartment for the first year until we 
get to know the city better.

Paul Wells, the dean of the Reformed 
seminary has asked me to co-teach a 
course for first year students on “Christian 
Spirituality.”  I am delighted about this 
opportunity as it will enable me to get to 
know the seminary and the students as 
we settle in to Aix, as well as to help the 
seminary, in a small way, in its efforts to 
train men for the ministry.

Our search for a pastor to replace me 
has not been successful thus far.  We have 
had three candidates.  One of them was not 
in agreement with two important points of 
our Confession of Faith – the Sabbath and 
Creationism.  Another was more suited to 
an associate pastor role.  A third, who just 
candidated, is involved in a campus ministry 
in Bordeaux, France.  Though he has been 

a Reformed Baptist pastor (in England) for 
several years, his strong preference was to 
stay in campus ministry.  At one point in 
the process he did yield to our “pleas” and 
informed us that if the church called him he 
would come.  By this time the men of the 
pastoral search committee had come to the 
conclusion that this was not the profile of 
the person that we wanted.  

A strong sense of call to Reformed 
Baptist pastoral ministry is what the church 
wants in the man it calls, so we continue 
to pray and search.  However, the lack of a 
replacement will not change the Vaughns’ 
plans to leave.  It will, however, mean that 
I will be committing myself to come back 
every six weeks to preach here in Grenoble 
in order to give a hand.  Four men from 
the church will be preaching and we will 
also be getting help from two of our sister 
Reformed Baptist churches in Switzerland, 
who will be sending a preacher once every 
six weeks.  Please pray for the Lord to raise 
up the man we need.

Pascal Grange and I have approached 
two men to ask them to pray about becoming 
candidates for church office.  Both are fine 
and gifted men who have been serving 
faithfully in the church.  We hope that in the 
next few weeks we will be able to present 
them to the church and then see the Lord 
add them to its leadership.

Adopt-a-Pastor Project
The Adopt-a-Pastor project advances 

in an encouraging way.  We send French 
and Swiss evangelical pastors four carefully 
chosen Reformed books each year.  We 
began the project with just over 40 pastors.  
Now, more than 100 pastors receive books 
twice a year.  We frequently receive requests 
from those receiving the books that we had 
some of their colleague pastors to our list.  
This is the best type of positive response 
that we could receive.  Here is an example 
of a short note that we received recently:

Bonjour, 

RBMS missions around the world
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Church Planting: Centrality of church in home missions
By Eric Freel

Securing a place to meet, writing a 
constitution, finding and financing someone 
to preach, spreading the word, traveling to 
and fro, establishing leadership, handling a 
variety of problems that pop up without a 
moment’s notice, communicating a vision 
and rallying folks to follow are a few of the 
challenges of church planting.  

When these problems are contemplated 
for but a moment, the question, “Is church 
planting really needed?” must be asked.  

The problems listed above seem to be 
a powerful arsenal of reasons for backing 
down from church planting efforts, but 
when one main argument in favor of such 
efforts is presented, that seemingly potent 
arsenal becomes less dangerous than a pack 
of soaking wet firecrackers.  

The main argument for church planting 
is that the church is absolutely central in 
God’s eternal plan of redemption.  It is 
central to accomplishing the eternal plan 
because God, who wrote the plan, made 
the church central.  He put the church right 
there in the middle of His plan.  

The term “church,” as I use it, means the 
church universal as well as the church local.  
Thus, the local church is central to the eternal 
plan and purpose of God in redemption!  If 
it is central to God’s purposes, it must be 
central to His people as well.  

Arguments for the centrality of the 
church in God’s eternal plan abound, but 
let me isolate just a few for consideration.  
Though several arguments are presented, 
each is conclusive in itself.  Each one 
demonstrates the centrality of the church, yet 
when taken together, they make a powerful 
argument that cannot be refuted.  

In response to Peter’s great confession 
of faith, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” Jesus says, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father who 
is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter 
and upon this rock I will build my church 
and the gates of hell will not prevail against 
it.”

Our Lord could have used Peter’s 
confession to launch into a huge number of 

significant topics, yet He turns immediately 
to His church.  Notice, it is not the church, 
but “My church.”  The possessive is 
powerful!  It is powerful because of the 
identity of the One who claims possession 
of the church.   He is “the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.”  The church belongs to the 
Anointed One, and He eternally determined 
to build it.  This puts the church central in 
God’s redemptive program.  

A second argument is drawn from I 
Tim. 3:14-15.  Paul writes with a sense of 
urgency.  His desire is to come to Timothy 
to communicate these things in person, but 
this instruction is so important he cannot 
risk Timothy’s not receiving them because 
of unforeseen delay, so he writes and sends 
instruction.  

But what is so urgent?  Timothy must 
have these instructions so he can know 
himself and teach the people how to behave 
in the church of God.  Proper behavior in the 
church is so incredibly important because it 
is the household of God.  Improper behavior 
is not acceptable in the “household of God, 
which is the church of the living God, pillar 
and ground of the truth.”  

 Proper behavior, godly behavior, is 
requisite in the church because of what the 
church is as the household of God, pillar and 
ground of the truth. The church, and only the 
church, is the “house of God” on earth. 

Now let’s move into the book of 
Ephesians and extract one argument for the 
centrality of the church from each chapter.  

In the first chapter, the centrality of the 
church is argued from the One who is given 
as her head.  After the resurrection, Christ is 
exalted over all the created order in this age 
and the age to come, all things having been 
placed under His feet.  Then He is given 
“to be head over all things to the church.”  
So then the one who rules with supreme 
authority over the entire creation is given 
as a grace gift to be head over the church.  
This places the church in a very significant 
position.  

Second, in chapter 2, the Jews and 
Gentiles “are being built together for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  Only 
the church is the corporate dwelling place 

of God.   
From chapter 3 we see the church is 

the instrument God uses to make known 
His variegated wisdom to principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places.  What an 
amazing thought!  

God is using the church to teach 
principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places how wise He is!  The apostle 
continues in verse 11 by telling the reader 
this was “according to His eternal purpose 
which He accomplished in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” How much more clearly could 
it be stated concerning the centrality of the 
church in God’s eternal plan?  

The fourth chapter speaks of growing 
to maturity in Christ.  This is God’s desire 
for all of His people.  He does not want the 
saints to remain infants or adolescents but to 
grow to full maturity. In order to accomplish 
this, He has graciously given gifts to the 
church. 

The purpose of these gifts is to help the 
saints mature.  So here is the argument for 
the centrality of the church.  God desires for 
His saints to be mature and has given gifts 
for accomplishing this to the church; thus, 
the church must be central in His plan and 
in the lives of His people.   

The fifth chapter presents what may 
be the strongest argument: Christ died for 
the church.  Hear the words of the text, 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and gave Himself 
for her.”  The “gave” here is the “gave” of 
sacrifice.  Christ sacrificed Himself for the 
church.  In an age, country, and church that 
focuses almost exclusively on the individual, 
it is good to be reminded of Christ’s sacrifice 
for His church corporately.   He died for no 
other institution. 

The final chapter of Ephesians gives the 
final argument for the centrality of the church 
in God’s eternal plan.  To wage the war, to 
fight against “principalities and powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places,” we need the corporate 
strength of the church.  Try to fight alone, 

See Church, page 15 
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and you will know the agony of defeat.  
Christ expects and commands us to fight 
together.  

“Like a mighty army moves the church 
of God.  Brothers, we are treading where the 
saints have trod.  We are not divided, all one 
body we.  One is hope in doctrine, one in 
charity.”  

In this hymn of war, the church marches 
forward as a collective force.  God has 
planned for us to find aid and strength for 
the battle through the church.  

Since the church is central to God’s great 

work of redemption, it must be central in 
our lives as well.  How sad when Christians 
and even churches hold to and present a low 
view of the church.  Not only must we have 
a high view of the church, but we must seek 
to influence others to the same lofty view.    

One outworking of a high view of the 
church is a commitment to planting more 
churches.  

If the arguments above are solidly 
Biblical, then we do well to work toward 
planting churches as a part of our calling 
to serve Christ who said, “I will build my 
church.”

Eric Freel is pastor of Redeemer 
Baptist Church of Macon, Ga.
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over the last year.  At the moment our 
greatest prayer need as a congregation is 
for mature Christian men to fulfill formal 
leadership roles as elders and deacons.  
The Lord has been very gracious to me to 
enable me to do what I currently do but a 
recent illness has made it very clear what 
was already a known issue that I need more 
help to minister than we can currently 
muster. May God do so for His glory!  

There are so many more things to do 
and people to reach here for the Gospel.  
May we have many more occasions to raise 
Ebenezers to the Lord.

A big thanks for the two new books.  
The previous ones were remarkable. We 
used the first one by Mr. Bridges for a study 
in the church.  

Yours in Christ,
Antoine Seren Rosso

Burkina Faso
In January I went to Burkina Faso, 

West Africa, for two weeks to train pastors 
with an Evangelical Church there tied to 
the WEC mission (started by C.T. Studd).  
Another Reformed Baptist, who speaks 
French, and I gave about 15 hours of 
training to about 150 pastors.  

When the Burkinabe pastor who was to 
organize the conference was contacted about 
this opportunity, he happened to sitting in a 
meeting with a church leader from another 
denomination.  This other church leader 
was part of a previous training I had given 
in his denomination on the perseverance of 

the saints.  
The two men begin to talk and my 

friend encouraged him to ask me to teach 
on the perseverance of the saints if I came.  

Hence, I gave four sessions on this 
topic to this whole denomination of pastors.  
It, of course, opens up the Reformed view 
of the whole doctrine of salvation.  I praise 
the Lord that He has now opened the door 
for me to expose all the pastors of two 
denominations in this country to a Reformed 
view of salvation, viewed through the lens 
of the doctrine of perseverance.  

I also gave three sessions on expository 
preaching.  

My colleague taught on the inspiration 
of Scripture and the character and work of 
the pastor, as well as giving a four-session 
Bible overview.  Some of these men don’t 
have the whole Bible in their language, so 
they were learning about books of the Bible 
that they did not know!  

While we were there we met with 
regional directors of the Assemblies of God 
denomination and I preached in one of their 

churches.  They have asked us to come and 
do the same training with them in November 
for 100 of their pastors.  

The training that we are giving to these 
pastors in West Africa includes three cycles 
given three years in a row.  

It includes, apart from the subjects 
mentioned above, sessions on the doc-
trines of sin, regeneration, justification, 
sanctification, the doctrine of Christ, of the 
Holy Spirit and of the church.  There are also 
additional sessions each year on exegesis 
and preaching and we model expository 
preaching by giving them several sermons 
on a book of the Bible each time.  

We covet your prayers for these 
opportunities, which are great.  But there is 
resistance to some of the teaching, as you 
would imagine.  We need God’s grace and 
His Spirit to work powerfully in the hearts 
of these men, and to give us wisdom and 
strength.

Thank you from the depths of our 
hearts for your partnership in the work of 
the gospel.

GA  
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n John Yoder, pastor of Hope 
Reformed Baptist Church of Tinley Park, 
Ill., a southwestern suburb of Chicago, 
reported that his church, a plant by Grace 
Reformed Baptist Church of Rockford, 

Ill., constituted in March with 15 charter 
members. He said there has been ongoing 
interest from visitors: “Many people come 
because they are looking for something 
that isn’t flippant or entertaining, where the 
Bible is taught faithfully.”

n Chris Powell of Covenant Baptist 
Church in Toronto, Canada, told how 
his church, which reached the point that 

it has been able to fully support him two 
years ahead of schedule. “Big things are 
happening in Toronto.” He said a notable 
example is a young man in his church, a 
former member of the student government 
at the University of Toronto, who has 
become a “key witness on campus.”



n David Campbell, pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church of Carlisle, Pa., reported 
that a church plant near the state capital 
of Harrisburg, after a “long process,” has 
proceeded to the point that his church voted 
the week before the GA to lease a meeting 
place for three years.  He said the group 
has grown to “10 to 12 families” and that 
evening services, which have been held 
since last August, are being expanded into 
a morning service and the church may 
constitute as early as next fall. 

n Steve Marquedant, pastor of 
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church in 
Ontario, Calif., reported that a church plant 
effort in Georgetown, Texas, by his church 
and Heritage Baptist Church of Mansfield, 
Texas, is in progress under the leadership 
of Bob Curley.  Curley was pastor of an 
ARBCA member church in El Monte, 
Calif., which disbanded a few years ago 
and whose members mostly joined other 
ARBCA congregations.  A meeting site has 
been procured and the work is under way.

n Dave Hendrickx, pastor of Santa 
Teresa Baptist Church in Santa Teresa, 
N.M., reported on the growth of a mission 
church established across the border in 
Juarez, Mexico, as a daughter church of 
his assembly. “What happened in Juarez 
was like spontaneous combustion,” said 
Hendrickx, who noted that he doesn’t speak 
“a word of Spanish.” He said the mission 
church is already significantly larger than 
the Santa Teresa church. 

“A man came up to me at our Bible 
Study and said, ‘We’ve left our churches. 
Now you’re our pastor.’”  The Juarez group 
began holding regular Sunday afternoon 
meetings at a Missionary Baptist church 
in Juarez, which doesn’t have a pastor 
and some of whose membership attend 
the church plant meetings. “We can plant 
churches but we can also do work to reform 
churches,” Hendrickx said. 

n Arden Hodgins, pastor of Trinity 
Reformed Baptist Church in La Mirada, 
Calif., reported on the work of Richard 
Barcellos, who is working to plant a church 
in Palmdale, Calif., about 90 minutes 
northeast of central Los Angeles. Another 
Reformed Baptist church used to exist in 

“We’re beginning to see a cloud the 
size of a man’s hand,” he said, noting that 
two men have spoken to ARBCA about the 
possibility of going overseas in the near 
future and another has expressed interest 
“down the road.”

Evening keynote messages were 
delivered by Pastor Earl Blackburn from 
Heritage Baptist Church of Shreveport, 
Pastor David Campbell of Grace Baptist 
Church of Carlisle, Pa., and Pastor Jon 
Hueni of Grace Fellowship Church of 
Bremen, Ind. 

Blackburn preached on “The Wonder of 
the Incarnation,” Christ’s eternal existence, 
His entrance into this world and how the 
incarnation was a divine exhibition of his 
glory, grace and truth. 

Palmdale, also started by Barcellos, who 
later left to pursue advanced theological 
education, and that church moved to 
Lancaster, about 10 miles away. 

Jokingly referring to Barcellos’ 
“indefatigable energy,” Hodgins said 
the church planting process there was 
more like the “spontaneous combustion” 
mentioned by Hendrickx.  Meetings began 
in February and the group has 17 members 
and about 40 attendees, with a few baptisms 
already taking place.  “Trinity Reformed 
Baptist Church takes no credit for any of 
this,” Hodgins said, noting that help also 
came from Heritage Baptist Church of 
Owensborough, Ky. 

Coordinator Gordon Taylor told the 
assembly that he’s praying the surge in 
home missions will “spill over into foreign 
missions.”
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Photos courtesy of Peter Ashworth
Jatniel Perez, center, flanked by Don Lindblad, left, and Sam Renihan, speaks about the work 
taking place in Cuba. 

Sermons by keynote speakers, from left, Earl Blackburn, David Campbell and Jon Hueni, are 
avaiable at www.sermonaudio.com



Campbell’s message, “The Purpose of 
the Incarnation,” from John 1, focused on 
Christ’s susceptibility to death as a human, 
even with a sinless body; how He became 
sin for us and was liable to death; how He 
voluntarily embraced death in obedience 
to His Father; how He experienced the 
fullness of God’s wrath in death, and how 
He, in His humanity, forever freed us from 
death. 

Hueni’s topic was ”The Implications 
of the Incarnation,” from Phil. 2:1-11. He 
asked the question, “What shall we do with 
the incarnation?” answering that we must 
believe and confess it, adore it, use it as 
we come before the Throne of Grace with 
confidence, and imitate it in our church 
relationships and in the world.

Morning devotionals were also 
presented by pastors Thomas Winn of Grace 
Baptist Church of Grace Baptist Church of 
Jackson, Miss., and Jeff Oliver of Grace 
Reformed Baptist Church of Placerville, 
Calif. 

Ron Baines, pastor of Grace Reformed 
Baptist Church of Topsham, Maine, 
presented a biographical sketch of Isaac 
Backus, who was a major contributor to the 
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Members of this year’s Administrative Council are, from left, Doug Van Dorn, Jeff Oliver, 
Arden Hodgins, Hank Rast, David Campbell, John Giarrizzo, Gordon Taylor, Fred Malone, 
Matt Foreman, Ron Baines, Steve Marquedant and Steve Woodman.

growth of Baptists in New England before 
the Revolutionary War. 

Sam Masters, a missionary in 
Argentina, gave a biographical sketch of 
William Carey, and missionary reports 
were delivered by Jatniel Perez from Cuba 
and Raymond Perron of Quebec, Canada,

 During the annual business meeting on 
Wednesday, Treasurer Pete Van Dorn told 
the assembly that, although the financial 
situation has been very tight for the past 

couple of years, things began to pick up a 
bit during the last half of 2011.

“Giving from churches was reduced 
substantially,” he said, explaining a 
spending freeze that was put in place by the 
Administrative Council, limiting category-
by-category spending to 2010 levels. 

He said that, although 2011 ended 
with a $11,609 decrease in equity, the red 
ink was “way beyond that” earlier in the 
year and things improved in the last two 
quarters. 

Pastor Steve Graham of Pioneer Valley Baptist Church, leads a tour at one of the many rich 
historical sites in the area.  At right is Jonathan Edwards’ father-in-law’s tombstone.
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Van Dorn said he is optimistic that the 
financial picture will improve, referring to 
“the excitement” generated by the earlier 
reports of the Lord’s working in church 
plants and other ARBCA activities.  

“I think I’m starting to hear drums over 
the horizon,” he said. “I’m excited.”

However, many of the line items in 
last year’s budget and in the budget for 
2012 have been assigned “variable” or 
“suspendable” status, meaning that if 
sufficient income is not available, they will 
either be funded at a lesser level or not at 
all.

The assembly approved a budget 
for 2012 of $293,062, which included 
many costs that, Van Dorn said, would 
be suspended if funding is not available. 
Delegates also approved a motion to, if 
finances permit, grant a 3 percent raise to 
ARBCA employees for 2012 and, if the 
financial situation improves to the point that 
it is possible, make that raise retroactive 
through 2011. 

Delegates also approved two special 
projects for 2012, both really continuations 
of previously approved multi-year projects. 
They were:

n $10,000 requested by Trinity 
Reformed Baptist Church of Kirkland, 
Wash., for supplemental training efforts 
for pastors in Cuba through the Berean 
Mission’s David K. Straub Pastoral 
Training School and for young adults 
conferences that have attracted nearly 1,000 
participants each summer.  Three trips to 
Cuba by ARBCA church representatives 
are planned this year, for seminary lectures 
in early summer and fall, and the young 
adults conferences in July and August.

n $5,000 requested by Faith Reformed 
Baptist Church of Media, Pa., for the 
publishing work of Injili Bible Church and 
the Reformed Baptist Movement in Kenya. 
Funding is in cooperation with churches 
in Britain, and the efforts include a series 
of pastoral training booklets covering all 
major areas of theology, which have also 
been used in eastern Congo, evangelistic 
tracts and translation and publication of 
good Christian books in Swahili, including 
works by J.C. Ryle, Ralph Venning, Richard 

Baxter and John Piper. 
Gordon Taylor reported that only 

$19,000 of $35,000 requested last year 
for a special project to pay for translation 
of Chinese Christian literature has been 
raised, but the money collected is being 
used for that purpose. 

Delegates elected Pastor Ron Baines of 
Grace Reformed Baptist Church of Tosham, 
Maine, to a third term on the Administrative 
Council, along with four newcomers to 
the A.C.: Pastor Matt Foreman of Faith 
Reformed Baptist Church of Media, Pa.; 
Pastor Doug Van Dorn of Reformed Baptist 
Church of Northern Colorado; Pastor Doug 

VanderMuelen of Community Baptist 
Church of Fargo, N.D.; and Pastor Steve 
Woodman of Kemp Road Baptist Church 
of Dayton, Ohio.

They replace departing AC members 
Fred Pugh, Jon Hueni, Donny Martin, Peter 
Van Dorn and Larry Vincent.

Coordinator Gordon Taylor said he 
appreciated how “all the men showed 
deference to one another, respect for 
one another and a willingness to work 
together.”

Crosspoint Church of Asheville, N.C. 

Delegates sing during a morning GA session in Pioneer Valley Baptist Church’s sanctuary.

The ever-popular book room draws bibliophiles and provides a forum for much conversation 
and fellowship. 

See GA, page 19



Pioneer Valley Baptist Church in Chicopee, Mass., above, meets in the facility above.  Mem-
bers, below, were warm and thoughtful hosts for the convention. 
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was voted into the ARBCA membership by 
delegates, which brings the total membership 
to 72 churches after one member, Grace 
Baptist Fellowship of Alton, Ill., was forced 
to close its doors last year. 

Taylor reported that he preached 45 
times and gave 23 missionary presentations 
at 22 churches in the U.S, and on overseas 
trips to Chili, Argentina and Cuba.

More good news came from the 
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies. 

Dean Jim Renihan said he’s received 
“unprecedented interest” from potential 
students in studying at the program, based 
at Westminster Theological Seminary West 
in Escondido, Calif.  He said he has seven 
“solid” prospective students for Fall 2012 
already.

“Usually, at this time of the year, we 
don’t know,” he said. Plus, four more have 
indicated they plan to come in the fall of 
2013. 

“We’ve never, ever seen anything like 
that before,” he said. “The word ‘excited’ 
gets overused, but that’s how I feel.”

Renihan, who also teaches module 
courses across America and around the 
world – England, Malaysia, New Zealand 
and the Ukraine last year – said he recently 
received an inquiry from a young man 
in Nepal interested in Reformed Baptist 
seminary training, where a pastor friend 
had visited churches that have adopted the 
London Baptist Confession of 1689. 

He and IRBS Board of Trustees 
Chair Don Lindblad announced that an 
anonymous donor has set up a $100,000 
annual grant through the Foundation for 
the Advancement of Reformed Baptist 
Causes that will help students with costs of 
books, tuition, fees and living expenses for 
students who qualify, which includes full 
subscription to the 1689 Confession and 
a requirement for contributions from their 
churches.  (See page 4)

“Over the years, financial concerns 
and the high cost of living have prohibited 
students from attending IRBS,” said 
Lindblad, whose own son Stefan was an 
early graduate of the program. “Interest 
from prospective students is greater than 
ever before. As you can imagine, the 
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trustees are greatly encouraged.”
Renihan said IRBS currently has 13 

students, including 11 on track to graduate 
within the next several years. Four are 
scheduled to graduate this May: Josh 
Hensen, Jeff Massey, Micah Renihan and 
Sam Renihan. 

The final announcement of the 
business meeting was next year’s planned 
GA date and location: April 23-25 at Grace 
Fellowship Church in Bremen, Ind. 

Church members busily prepare meals behind the scenes. 

Pioneer Valley Baptist Church members 
and their pastor, Steve Graham, went all 
out with their hospitality and local tours, 
which included visits to historic cemeteries, 
Yale University Library, Springfield Arms, 
Yankee Candle, Plymouth and other historic 
spots, which were numerous and close.  
They also provided some genuine New 
England fare during meals – clam chowder, 
shepherd’s pie, sirloin tips, sausage, 
meatballs, potatoes, pasta and more. 


