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By Dr. James M. Renihan
A long, three-week trip to Australia 

and New Zealand provided evidence of the 
Lord’s blessings upon the Reformed Baptist 
churches in these two faraway lands on the 
other side of the world. 

Arriving on the first of July in Sydney, 
New South Wales, Australia, and departing 
July 20 from Auckland, New Zealand, I 
participated in several different interesting 
and encouraging ministries. 

I began with a visit to Stanmore 
Baptist Church in Sydney. One of the oldest 
Reformed Baptist churches in Australia, it 
has been through a difficult period, but is 
now re-emerging as an effective witness 
in the Inner West area of the city. Pastor 
Mike Prodigalidad invited me to conduct 
a two-day School of Theology modeled 
on the similar school that has been held in 
Palmerston, North New Zealand, for the 
past nine years. 

Since this was the initial attempt to 
hold something like this, Pastor Mike 
suggested a hybrid course consisting of 
several subjects including the authority 
of Scripture, the hermeneutics of the 
relationship between the Testaments, the 
extent of the atonement, the importance 
of the church, and the scriptural basis of 
confessionalism. 

God’s blessings Down Under

All of these are, in one way or another, 
relevant to the circumstances of the 
churches in Sydney. Over the course of 12 
hours of lectures, we briefly addressed these 
topics. Thirty-four men, mostly pastors and 
theology students, attended and expressed 
their appreciation for the material.

This meeting was important in several 

ways. There are several confessional 
Reformed Baptist churches in the Sydney 
area, as well as other men and churches 
which could be considered sympathetic to 
our beliefs. Meeting them, listening to them, 
and watching them converse with each 

Dr. Renihan, left, and others pray during the ordination of Steven Mackay at Stanmore 
Baptist, Sydney.
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 “And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes 
from the Lord who is the Spirit.”

 2 Cor. 3:18 (ESV)
By Jason Walter

Rarely, if ever, can a doctrine be fully 
understood by looking at just one verse, but 
with 2 Cor. 3:18, I think we come pretty 
close in what it has to teach us about the 
doctrine of sanctification. 

Now, this verse, like all verses, is in 
a context that needs to be understood in 
order for the verse fully to be appreciated; 
but if there was ever one single verse that 
captures the essence of sanctification, I 
would say this is it. 

Most of the major aspects of this 
doctrine are covered here: It’s the doctrine 
of sanctification in a nutshell, if you will. 
In this one verse we are given the nature of 
sanctification, the agent of sanctification, 
and the means of sanctification. 

The Nature of Sanctification
This verse tells us two important 

things about the nature of sanctification: It 
is transformative and it is progressive. 

That it is transformative is shown 
in the words “And we all . . . are being 
transformed.” 

The Greek word behind this is where 
we get our English word “metamorphosis,” 
which conjures up all of that poetic 
imagery of caterpillars turning into 
butterflies. But sanctification does involve 
a metamorphosis, a transformation, a real 
change within us; and we should expect 
such a change in genuine believers. 

Christians should become more and 
more like Christ, for this is what Paul tells 
us here is that into which we are being 
transformed – the image of the glory of the 
Lord Himself. 

That image of God, which was so 
horribly marred by the Fall, is what is 
being restored by sanctification. There 
should be a distinguishable and increasing 
level of practical holiness, of obedience 
to God’s commands. If there is not this 
distinguishable change, something is 
wrong;  something needs to be addressed. 

But at the same time, sanctification 
is progressive: “we all . . . are being 
transformed . . . from one degree of glory 
to another.”  This is the ESV’s way of 
translating the idea conveyed by the literal 
Greek “from glory to glory.” 

Sanctification doesn’t come all at once, 
nor should we expect it or demand it to. We 
will all still struggle with sin, and so we need 
to bear with one another’s weaknesses. No 
one is perfect or ever will be perfect this side 
of glory (2LCF 13.2). There must and there 
will be a real, inevitable transformation; but 
that transformation occurs most frequently 
as a life-long, slow, but steady process.

Transformative and progressive: These 
two aspects of the nature of sanctification are 
what distinguish this aspect of our salvation 
from, say, our justification. Justification is 
not transformative; it involves no actual 
change within us. 

In justification, God simply declares 
us righteous in Christ even though we are 
manifestly unrighteous in ourselves. God 
doesn’t first make us righteous and then 
declare us righteous. It’s the other way 
around: God first declares us righteous and 
then works within us to make us more and 
more righteous. 

Justification is forensic or legal, not 
transformative. Likewise, justification is 
not progressive – it’s a once-and-done 
kind of thing. God slams down his gavel, 
declares us righteous, and the matter is 
settled for all eternity. 

Sanctification, on the other hand, 
is transformative and progressive; and 
it is precisely in these ways that it is 
distinguished from justification and must 
always be distinguished from justification. 
It is the confusion of the natures of 
justification and sanctification in these 
aspects that accounts for much erroneous 
theology, from Roman Catholicism to the 
Federal Vision.

The Agent of Sanctification 
So who actually accomplishes this 

transformation? Who actually drives this 
process forward? 

Naturally, we tend to think that we are 
the agents of our own sanctification, that 
we are the ones who are doing this work 

within ourselves. And this is the way that 
many Christians today are being taught: 
that it is entirely up to us and to our own 
discipline and willpower to effect our own 
sanctification. 

But that is not what Paul tells us 
here in v. 18. He does not say, “We are 
transforming ourselves into that image.” 
No, he says, “We are being transformed.” 
He uses the passive voice. And who is 
doing this transforming in us? Paul tells 
us explicitly a few words later: “For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 

In no uncertain terms, Paul tells us 
that the agent of our sanctification, the one 
by whose power alone our sanctification 
is effected, is the third Person of the Holy 
Trinity, the Lord who is the Spirit.

So what does this mean for us? Do we 
have no part in this process of sanctification? 
Do we just kick back and do nothing and 
wait for the Spirit to transform us? Do we 
not preach the commands of Scripture or 
require obedience to them? 

May it never be! Just because 
sanctification is the work of the Spirit does 
not mean that we have no responsibilities 
in it; for while sanctification is entirely a 
work of the Holy Spirit, it is a work that 
the Holy Spirit accomplishes ordinarily 
by the use of means. We must remember 
that sanctification is something that we 
are commanded over and over again in 
Scripture to work towards. 

The language used in Scripture is that 
of hard, focused work: We are to “strive” 
for holiness; we are to “spare no effort” 
in our fight against our remaining sins. 
We tend to see a tension between these 
two truths – that the Spirit is the one who 
accomplishes our sanctification and that we 
must also work towards our sanctification, 
just as we tend to see a tension between the 
related concepts of Divine sovereignty and 
human responsibility. 

But the Scriptures do not see those truths 
as incompatible. In fact, the Scriptures see 
those two truths as in perfect harmony with 
each other, even as necessary concomitants 
(Phil. 2:12-13). 
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The Perrons 
<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, 
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

As I grow older it seems to me that I 
get a better understanding of what it means 
“to press forward.”

 With the years going by, we can be 
tempted to slow down and say that we have 
done our part and it is time for us to relax 
and rest.  But, when we look around and see 
all the needs and as we realize that God has 
left us with a good amount of energy and 
health, we feel called to “press forward.”

And this is what brought me to the 
decision to start a new church plant in 
Montreal. The church we had in Montreal 
with pastor Daniel Durand is now gathering 
in his home in Châteauguay on the south 
shore of the St. Lawrence River, which 
means that there is no Reformed Baptist 
testimony any more on the island of 
Montreal. 

We had already made the decision to 
begin a Bible study on the south shore of the 
river in Quebec and, starting in September, 
Pastor Jacques Pelletier will take care of it. 
As for me, I will be travelling to Montreal 
every weekend to start the new work there. 
At this moment, we have about eight or 10 
people who are already committed to the 
project. 

I will be in Montreal every weekend, 
from Saturday to Monday night since I have 
also agreed to teach a class on Anthropology 
at the Faculté de Théologie évangélique 
every Monday for the fall semester.

As usual, the recent months have been 
quite eventful. In April (7-8) we held our 
Quebec association general assembly in 
Rouyn-Noranda.

 This year, our speaker was Pastor 
Sam Renihan from La Mirada, my sending 
church. We invited him to bring three 
messages on the topic “The Challenges of 
the New Generation.” 

Brother Sam did a magnificent job. 
He also preached at our church in Quebec 
City and, as he is fluent in Spanish, he also 
kindly accepted an invitation to address the 
hispanophone people of our congregation.  

The week after (April 14-16), I attended 
ARBCA GA in Texas; once more, we have 

tasted God’s goodness in the midst of the 
delicate circumstances that our association 
was passing through.

In May (25-29) our CERB (Centre 
d’études RéforméesBaptistes) was offering 
an intensive class on Pauline Theology and 
our guest teacher was Dr. Guy Prentiss 
Waters from Reformed Seminary, Jackson, 
Miss. 

We have only positive things to say about 
him and his teaching, and are planning to 
have him back in the future. Twelve students 
registered for the class; among them were 
Pastor Chris Powell and one of his church 
members. Speaking of CERB, we have now 

an agreement of partnership with Covenant 
Baptist Theological Seminary and we have 
already had two students taking courses.

On a more personal level, my father-in-
law passed away on May 23. His wife Rita, 
my stepmother-in-law asked me to preach at 
the funeral.  As both of them were attending 
an English-speaking Roman Catholic 
Church, I had my first experience ever of 
preaching in a Roman Catholic Church. 

I had to preach first in English and then 
in French. We are very thankful for God’s 
provision as the message of the Gospel was 

Students gather around Dr. Guy Prentiss Waters at the course on Pauline Theology in St-
Jérôme.
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NEW ZEALAND

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>
Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
33 Sutherland Crescent
Palmerston North

 

The Lord has been very gracious to 
us in the past couple of months as we have 
had two significant events: one new and the 
other old (relatively speaking, at least!).

For a couple of weeks in May, Dafydd 
was in India assisting Stephen Turner (the 
former pastor of a Reformed Baptist church 
in Auckland). Stephen has been visiting 
India annually for about 23 years, mostly 
spending time teaching men in Coonoor in 
the Southern state of Tamil Nadu, but more 
recently also in Pune, Maharashtra, in the 
southwest. 

For the last five years Stephen has 
been assisted in Coonoor by Mike Beck, 
another New Zealand Reformed Baptist 
pastor, who will continue the work there 
with help from Nick Clevely (yet another 
NZ RB pastor). 

Dafydd went with Stephen to Pune 
with a view to possibly continuing the 
work there in future years (Stephen will 
return three more times).

Dafydd taught the 23 men using 
Alexander Strauch’s “Leading With Love” 
as the basis for the studies, supplemented 
with material from his book “Love or Die.” 
Stephen led the men in an overview of the 
Gospel of John. The men come from a wide 
range of economic backgrounds, castes and 
churches and it is great to see them grow in 
love for one another as well as growing in 
knowledge and discernment. 

They come to the Theological Studies 
Camp by word-of-mouth invitation, 
with the two basic prerequisites being a 
knowledge of English and the commitment 
to apply themselves to a serious study of 
the Word of God. 

Over the years, Stephen has seen men 
move from shallow charismaticism to 
appreciate the deep wells of the theology 
of the Reformation. It is great to be a part of 
this ministry and have an influence on men 
who will themselves influence others. 

Crosspoint Church has committed to 
ongoing support of this ministry through 
Dafydd’s visits in future years, as the Lord 
enables.

The other major event for us as a church 
was our annual School of Theology. This 
year 21 men came together in Palmerston 
North to benefit from Dr. James M. Renihan 
teaching on the Doctrines of Grace. 

This was Dr. Renihan’s seventh visit 
and many of the participants had also 
attended in previous years; most were from 
different parts of New Zealand, with a 
few also from Australia. The teaching was 
well-received, with plenty of interaction by 
way of questions and discussion during the 
sessions and in the breaks, when the men 
also enjoyed the excellent food and baking 
provided by ladies of the church. 

On the Saturday following the 
School of Theology, there was a meeting 
of the Fellowship of Reformed Baptist 
Churches in New Zealand, marking the 

10th anniversary of the formation of the 
Fellowship.

In other news, the church has known a 
period of peace, and has been encouraged 
by regular one-off visitors, though this has 
not resulted in lasting numerical growth. 
We are thankful for the blessing of peace 
which will enable the Hughes family to 
enjoy a much-needed vacation without any 
anxiety concerning the well-being of the 
church. 

By the time you read this, they will 
have visited family and friends in the U.K. 
.during July and August.

We are thankful to the Lord for the 
many blessings with which He showers us 
week by week, and we are grateful for the 
partnership we have with ARBCA. 

You are constantly in our prayers.

RBMS missions around the world

Dafydd, center left, with Stephen Turner and students in the theology class in Pune, India.
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The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>
Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan,Thomas
9494 Bank St. Ext.
Clinton, LA 80844

AUSTRALIA

We greet you all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

As most of you know already, our 
initial attempt to gain entry into Australia 
via a skilled worker visa was denied.  
We learned of this rejection a few days 
before our commissioning service at First 
Baptist Church, so you can imagine how 
disappointed we were.  However, God has 
been very gracious to our family and to our 
church family.  

John and Roberta Giarizzo still came 
for our Sunday morning service and our 
congregation enjoyed getting to know 
them as well as being encouraged by John’s 
message that morning.  The Lord has also 
been very kind in giving us a loving church 
family that is happy to have us remain 
with them and minister among them while 
we re-apply for our visa along a slightly 
different route.  Lord willing, if everything 
goes smoothly, we will be able to receive 
our visas in four to six months

Thank you all so much for your 
prayers and for your financial support.  We 
do believe the Lord has been at work in 
preparing us for the mission field and we 

trust in his good timing.  The fact that we 
raised enough support in a few months to 
even be able to move forward in applying 
for a visa shows the grace of God and the 
generosity of his people.  

We have had the chance to meet many 
new people as we prepare to go overseas 
and it has been refreshing to see other 
believers’ enthusiasm for God’s work.  The 
delay in our arrival to Perth has increased 
our desire to go and to see Christ build his 
church.  

Over the next few weeks I will be 
concentrating on re-submitting our visa 
applications so please be in prayer for Fred 
Malone, Mitch Axsom and other men in 

the church as they take over my various 
preaching and teaching responsibilities.  

Please pray for the believers in Perth 
who eagerly desire a church to be planted 
so that the gospel can go forward to the 
lost.  Please thank the Lord for all of his 
kindness to us.  King David learned that his 
hope for the future was not in his building 
of a temple for the Lord but in the Lord’s 
promise to him of a son that would reign 
forever on his throne.  

Our hope is not in what we hope to 
accomplish for the Lord but in the fact 
that God has already accomplished all he 
promised to do for us by sending his own 
Son to die and rise again from the dead. 

well received. 
This experience led me to have more 

compassion for Roman Catholics, as some 
among them seem so hungry and thirsty for a 
more substantial message. I told my wife that 
it reminded me of our Lord’s words as he was 
looking at the crowd in Matt. 9:36: “And seeing 
the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and downcast like 
sheep without a shepherd.”

I also brought another short message at the 
burial of the ashes.

Our church in Quebec City continues to 

Perrons
From page 4

Sam Renihan, right, and his translator Pascal Denault at the Quebec Association GA.
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Church Planting: Meet the committee members
In 2 Thessalonians 3:1, the Apostle 

Paul writes, “Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may run swiftly 
and be glorified, just as it is with you.”  

Two of the primary foci of ARBCA 
are home missions and foreign missions.  
As an association of churches, we work 
together so “that the word of the Lord may 
run swiftly and be glorified,” in ways that 
we could not do as individual churches 
working alone.  

Church planting provides the 
foundation for the future work of foreign 
missions.  Missionaries must be sent out and 
supported by local churches, and the more 
local churches we plant, the more churches 
there will be to support missionaries for 
both home and foreign missions.  

The churches of ARBCA have been 
blessed by God to possess the treasure of 
the gospel and sound doctrine.  The Church 
Planting Committee will be working 
throughout the year to increase the visibility 
of church planting theology, experiences, 
successes, and activities, as well as the 
opportunities and needs.  

We ask that you pray for us as we strive, 
by the Holy Spirit, to serve the churches of 
our association in doing the work of the 
kingdom that the Lord has given us to do.  

Your Church Planting Committee 
members are introduced to you below.  We 
want you to know us and to know that we 
desire to serve you and help you as we all 
work together to plant churches.

JON COCHRAN married his wife, 
Jana, in 1995. They have been graciously 
blessed with four children: Porter, 17; 
Maggie, 16; Mercy, 4; and Scarlett, 2. Jon 
first served on the pastoral staff of a large 
non-denominational church in 2000 and 
then in 2002 served as associate pastor 
of an Evangelical Covenant church plant 
in his hometown of Orange, Calif., until 
planting Portico Church in 2004, in the city 
in which he has lived all of his life. 

In 2012 Portico Church joined 
the Southern California Association of 
Reformed Baptist Churches and in 2013 
it was received into ARBCA. After three 
church plants over 15 years, Pastor Cochran 

has not lost his passion to see new Reformed 
Baptist churches planted throughout the 
United States, so that by God’s grace, many 
more can be brought to saving faith in 
Jesus Christ, and experience the fullness of 
the Christian faith as it is expressed in our 
1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith 
and Baptist Catechism. 

Pastor Cochran is firmly committed 
to the proposition that the planting of 
local churches is the means through which 
the Great Commission is fulfilled and he 
believes that the local church is the primary 
vehicle ordained by God to engage the 
culture with the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ through the faithful proclamation 
of the Word, observance of the ordinances, 
intentional discipleship, and the relational 
evangelistic efforts of its members.

ROBERT COSBY is the son of a 
Baptist pastor and spent most of his life in 
southern Arizona. He is married to Christine 
and they have a daughter, Keira, and a son, 
Cole. He has a BA in Christian counseling 
from Trinity College of the Bible (2005) 
and an M-Div from Westminster Seminary 
California (WSC) and a certificate from 
the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies 
(IRBS) (2009).  

Robert worked with Grace Covenant 
Church in Gilbert, Ariz. after graduating 
from WSC and, prior to that, has served as 
an intern for the Grace Covenant Church of 
North Olmstead, Ohio, and the Escondido 
Reformed Baptist Church of Escondido, 
Calif. (now Christ Reformed Baptist 
Church).

Prior to attending seminary he served 
as the associate pastor of the Branded for 
Christ Baptist Church in Sunsites, Ariz. 
He served with Grace Covenant Church in 
Gilbert, Ariz. starting in 2009, and was sent 
from there as a church planter to Tucson in 
2011. In November of 2013 he was called 
as the first Pastor of Tucson Reformed 
Baptist Church. He has been involved in 
three church plants: one as a member, and 
two as the planter. 

The first one as a planter did not last 
long and was forced to fold quickly, but it 
was a helpful experience in preparation for 

the current plant in Tucson which formally 
constituted in 2014.

BOB CURLEY moved to Georgetown, 
Texas in 2011 after pastoring two different 
churches in California for a total of 19 
years.  He led the second church through 
reformation, and it became the El Monte 
Reformed Baptist Church.  

Bob completed a secular career as an 
associate warden in the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons after serving 20 years.  During the 
last seven years of that career, he pastored 
bi-vocationally.  

Together with Stephen Garrick, Bob 
planted the Emmanuel Reformed Baptist 
Church in Georgetown in 2012, and the 
church was constituted in July 2013.  He has 
also worked closely with Jeffrey Massey, 
who planted the Redeemer Reformed 
Baptist Church in Redlands, Calif.  Bob 
and Patricia have been married 33 years 
and have five children.  

Bob has served on the Church Planting 
Committee since 2012.  

JIM DUNDAS is pastor of Grace 
Fellowship Church in Lincoln, Del.  Jim 
has served on ARBCA’s Church Planting 
Committee for many years and looks 
forward to continuing his faithful work in 
ARBCA.  

His many years of experience and 
participation in the mission of ARBCA and 
on the Church Planting Committee will 
be a valuable strength for the work of this 
group, as we seek to encourage churches to 
get involved in evangelism through church 
planting by their prayers, their financial 
support, and their sponsoring new church 
plants.  

JOHN MILLER pastors Covenant 
Baptist Church of Clarksville, Tenn. He 
and his wife Elizabeth have been married 
for 11 years, and they have three children.

John is a graduate of Greenville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and 
has been serving in full-time ministry for 
the past eight years. 
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This truth that the Spirit is the true 
agent of our sanctification, so far from 
discouraging us from striving ourselves, is 
the only true basis from which we can strive; 
for if our sanctification depended entirely 
upon our own strength and willpower, we 
would very quickly become frustrated 
and give up. But because we know that 
the Spirit is present with us with all of the 
infinite power of God Himself to make our 
striving effective, then we can truly strive 
with confidence and hope.

The Means of Sanctification
So how do we strive? What are those 

things that we should be using to grow in 
sanctification? What are those means that 
the Spirit uses to transform us progressively 
back into the image of God? 

Paul tells us here that this sanctification 
takes place as we “behold the glory of the 
Lord.” This may sound rather nebulous and 
mystical at first glance, but Paul means 
something very concrete here. How does 
one “behold the glory of the Lord”? Well, 
he goes on to tell us in the following verses 
(4:1-6) where he makes it very clear that 
the glory of Christ is revealed and beheld in 
the gospel, specifically in the proclamation 
of the gospel, in preaching! The public 
ministry of the Word is the primary means 
of our salvation and of our sanctification. 
That is where, above all else, we can 
“behold the glory of the Lord.”

But Paul says something else about the 
manner in which we as believers behold 

the glory of the Lord: We do so “with 
unveiled face.” This phrase gets to the heart 
of Paul’s main point in this entire chapter: 
the superiority of the New Covenant, the 
gospel, over the Old Covenant, the law. 

Many interpret this “veil” as a lack of 
faith or a lack of understanding. But Paul 
gets this language of veiling from the Old 
Testament record of Moses in Ex. 34:29-
35 (see 2 Cor. 3:13). In what is a rather 
bizarre-seeming passage by itself, there we 
read that when Moses came down from Mt. 
Sinai, after having received the two tablets 
of the law, his face was shining, and the 
people of Israel were afraid to come near 
him. We also read that Moses would put a 
veil over his face until he went back into 
the presence of God, when his face would 
begin to shine again, being “recharged,” so 
to speak. 

The question that Paul addresses in 2 
Corinthians 3 is this: “Why did Moses veil 
his face?” A surface reading of the Exodus 
passage might leave us with the impression 
that he put the veil over his face because 
the people were afraid of him, so that they 
would come back and hear the law that he 
had just received from God. But v. 33 tells 
us explicitly that Moses would put the veil 
on only after he had finished speaking with 
the Israelites.

Paul’s explanation is found in 2 Cor. 
3:12-13: Moses veiled his face because he 
was not “bold” and “so that the Israelites 
might not gaze on the outcome of what was 
being brought to an end.” In other words, 
Moses didn’t want the Israelites to see that 
the transformation brought about by the Old 
Covenant, by the law, was temporary and 

fading. When Moses went into the presence 
of God to receive the law, his face would 
be transformed to reflect God’s glory, to 
reflect His image. But that transformation 
was short-lived, and Moses didn’t want the 
Israelites to see that.

What a contrast with the transformation 
brought about by the gospel, by the New 
Covenant! The law by itself can only produce 
a temporary, fading change in people. But 
the gospel produces true,  lasting, and ever-
increasing change, transformation into the 
image of Christ “from one degree of glory to 
another.” Why? Because the gospel comes 
with the Spirit. Unlike the Old Covenant, 
the New Covenant comes with the batteries 
included, with the power of the Spirit to 
produce lasting change, true sanctification 
(vv. 7-8, 11). 

So we, as New Covenant believers, can 
behold the glory of the Lord “with unveiled 
face,” that is, with the boldness that Moses 
lacked, with confidence that God will use 
His appointed means of grace by the power 
of His Spirit to do this work of genuine 
transformation back into Christ’s image. 

It is simply as we gaze at His glory in 
the preaching of His gospel that we begin 
to reflect His glory: and it is only when we 
see His glory perfectly on the Last Day 
that we will reflect His glory perfectly, as 
we are told in I John 3:2: “But we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, 
[why?] because we shall see him as he is.” 

May God continue to sanctify us by 
His Word and Spirit until that Day.

Jason Walter is a pastor of Christ 
Reformed Baptist Church in Vista, Calif. 

other was a greatly enjoyable experience. 
Beyond the obvious benefits of 

explaining important doctrines and applying 
them to the church and the ministry, this 
was the beginning of the development of 
relationships among these men and their 
churches. 

Some of them had not met together in 
more than a decade, but they found much 
in common and started the process of 

friendship, mutual support and fellowship. 
The Reformed Baptist pastors in the Sydney 
area have scheduled a further meeting in 
November to begin to explore questions 
of joint involvement, encouragement and 
help. 

Personally, I think that this might 
be the best result of the two days. The 
responses from the men present were so 
positive that I have been invited back to 
conduct a longer and more focused School 
of Theology, perhaps in 2016. 

On the Lord’s Day, I was privileged 
to participate in the installation of a new 

elder at Stanmore Baptist Church. Steven 
Mackay joined Pastor Mike and his co-
elder Dave Roberts in serving the church. 
I preached on 1 Thess. 5:25, urging the 
congregation to intercede daily on behalf of 
their pastors, asking the Lord to make them 
holy men and to attend their ministries with 
His blessing. It was a delightful experience 
to witness the church gladly receive this 
new gift from their Lord. 

From Sydney I travelled north to 
Sunshine Coast Theological College 
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(SCTC) in Buderim, Queensland for my 
fourth visit to the college. Dr. Terry Clarke, 
an American sent out by Mission to the 
World, serves there as principal. Terry 
and his wife Francine labor diligently 
to establish this small work on a solid 
foundation. 

The college is structured to serve a 
variety of Reformed churches. Teachers 
must strictly subscribe to one of the major 
Reformed Confessions: Westminster, 
Savoy, Second London (1689) or the Three 
Forms of Unity. 

I have taught Church History 1 and 2, 
covering the early, medieval, Reformation 
and modern periods. Since the College 
is in Australia, I have had to learn some 
things about the history of Christ’s work 
Down Under! That has been an interesting 
learning experience. 

Please pray for Dr. Clarke and this 
work. He loves Reformed Baptists and I 
am very glad to be able to help him in this 
important ministry. He is a good friend.

The next stop on the journey was 
Palmerston North, New Zealand, and a 
visit to ARBCA national pastor Dafydd 
Hughes, who serves Crosspoint Church. 
Terry and I both travelled to “Palmy” (as it 
is affectionately called). 

Dr. Clarke accompanied me so that he 
could begin to make connections with the 
churches in the Fellowship of Reformed 
Baptist Churches of New Zealand, hoping 
that Sunshine Coast Theological College 
might be able to serve them. 

It was good to have an Old Testament 
scholar with us, so that we could ask him 
questions during the week! We arrived on a 
Saturday evening and each preached one of 
the Lord’s Day services.

I have not visited Dafydd and the 
church for three years, and it was good to 
see the new meeting place and ministries 
the congregation is pursuing. Moving 
from an hourly rental in a primary school, 
the church now leases very nice centrally 
located premises in the downtown area of 
the city, available all week long. 

They have a comfortable worship 
space, a small kitchen area and another 

Pastor Mike Prodigalidad leads a session of the School of Theology.

Students at the Stanmore School of Theology. 

small room to use as a nursery. 
Regular visitors attend the services, 

and the profile and presence of the church 
has been significantly raised as a result of 
this move. 

Though still small, the people have a 
sense of forward movement and expectation 

of the Lord’s blessings. They are deeply 
appreciative of the support received from 
ARBCA churches. 

Crosspoint Church plays an important 
role in New Zealand. Its pastors, Dafydd 
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Hughes and Ian Fuller, lead the way forward 
in encouraging fellowship between the 
churches, and in providing opportunities 
for continuing education for pastors as well 
as encouraging the churches to train men 
for leadership positions. 

My primary purpose for this visit 
was to teach at the ninth annual School of 
Theology sponsored by Crosspoint Church. 
Twenty men gathered for 23 hours of 
lecture spread out from Monday afternoon 
to Friday morning. 

Our topic was the Doctrines of Grace, 
and the material was recorded to make 
available in the Nehemiah Coxe Study 
Center and Lecture Service. 

Desiring to make the material as fresh 
as possible, we began by watching a recent 
public discussion “For/Against Calvinism” 
featuring Dr. Mike Horton and Dr. Roger 
Olson. 

We then considered the Doctrines of 
Grace in the history of the church, followed 
by an examination of the five points 
of Calvinism one by one and in order, 
interacting especially with Roger Olson’s 
material along the way. 

We were all saddened and convicted 
by our study of depravity, but grateful to 
the Lord for the free salvation He gives his 
chosen people through election, redemption, 
calling and perseverance. We all agreed that 
the Scriptures clearly teach that Salvation is 
of the Lord. The fellowship enjoyed during 
this week is always precious. 

I love spending time with the pastors of 
the Kiwi churches. They have become close 
friends, and I rejoice to hear of the progress 
of the Lord’s work in their churches. 

The trip was not yet over, as there were 
two more responsibilities to fulfill. The 
first was my fifth visit to the meeting of the 
Fellowship of Reformed Baptist Churches 
of New Zealand. We drove about 5½  hours 
north to Hamilton to attend this assembly. 

I suggested to the brothers present that 
perhaps I had attended enough meetings 
so that our church in Vista, Calif. could 
apply for international membership in the 
Fellowship! 

This meeting was the 10th anniversary 

meeting of the Fellowship, and it was 
very encouraging. Dr. Clarke began the 
day with a devotional address and a brief 
presentation of the work at SCTC. Elders 
Owen Griffiths and Michael Drake from 
Bays Baptist Church in Auckland then 
presented an interesting history explaining 
the genesis of the Fellowship as well as the 
progress made during the previous decade. 

It was indeed heartening to consider 
all that the Lord has done (and may do 
in the years ahead) among a small group 
of churches in a country at the end of the 
world. Indeed He has been at work in 
wonderful ways. 

After this, I preached on Acts 20:27 
and its familiar phrase about declaring “the 
whole counsel of God.”

 I argued that the sense of the phrase 
in Luke’s writing points to a constant 
proclamation of Jesus Christ in his person 
and work. I urged the men to make their 
churches known as places where people 
will know that they will hear about Jesus 
Christ when they visit. This ought to be 
true of all of our churches. 

In the afternoon, a business meeting 
focused on how to encourage the Australian 
churches and develop relations with them, 
followed by reports from all of the churches 
present (even visitors like me) and prayer 
for everyone. I was cheered to hear about 
two new churches recently planted, one in 
Auckland and the other near Christchurch 
on the South Island. 

Additionally, there is another church 
plant under way and a report that a Zambian 
Reformed Baptist pastor has recently come 
to a Kiwi Baptist church interested in 
reform. There is much good happening in 
New Zealand.

My final responsibility was to preach 
to Trinity Reformed Baptist Church of 
Hamilton. 

Pastor David Marshall gave me the 
initial invitation to New Zealand in 2006. 
I have opened the Word here many times, 
and it was wonderful to be with the folks 
in Hamilton again. The church was nearly 
full, and the singing was beautiful. 

Pastor David has recently announced 
his intention to retire from the pastoral 
ministry and hopes to serve the Kiwi 
churches as pulpit supply. Pray for him and 
TRBC as they seek for a new man to take 
up the pastoral responsibilities here.

The trip was unusually long but 
extremely enjoyable. I witnessed many 
evidences of the Lord’s work in Australia 
and New Zealand, and returned home with 
great rejoicing. 

From the developing relationships in 
Sydney, the ordination of an elder, advance 
at SCTC, another School of Theology, a 
visit to Crosspoint Church, the growing 
Fellowship of Churches and a visit to 
friends in Hamilton I can say this: I am 
thankful to be able to serve the Lord, even 
in a small way, among our beloved brothers 
and sisters Down Under. 

Students at the School of Theology sponsored by Crosspoint Church.



ARBCA Update 11

See Book Review, page 12

Carl R. Trueman. The Creedal Imperative. 
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012. 197 pp. 

$16.99
By Gary Marble

In a culture that nurtures anti-
confessionalism, our author boldly claims: 
“To take the Bible seriously means that 
creeds and confessions, far from being 
intrusions into the Christian life, are actually 
imperatives for the church” (p. 189).  

Throughout his book, church historian 
Carl Trueman, who holds the Paul Woolley 
Chair of Church History at Westminster 
Theological Seminary, admirably supports 
this claim with great skill and insight.  

“While the objection to (creeds and 
confessions) is often couched in language 
that appears to be jealous for biblical 
authority, there are also powerful currents 
within modern life that militate in various 
ways against the positive use of creeds and 
confessions in the church” (p. 21). 

Chapter 1 outlines these cultural 
currents: the devaluing of the past, the 
suspicion of words, and the fear of 
exclusion.  

Some of these are reactions to the 
experiences of the last century, whether it 
is consumerism which highly values the 
“new and improved,” the abuse of words 
by regime propaganda or political spin, or 
racial exclusion.  

Culture does not just happen, but 
is made up of many tributaries.  So also, 
anticonfessionalism does not just exist; 
there are reasons for it, and the author 
offers biblical thinking to replace these 
cultural influences.  

The author then brings us to the biblical 
basis for confessionalism.  

“My conclusion is not only that 
creeds and confessions are plausible, given 
biblical teaching, but that Paul actually 
seems to assume something like them 
will be a normal part of the postapostolic 
church’s life” (p. 18).  As Paul nears the 
end of his life, he instructs Timothy (and 
also Titus) to transmit “the form of sound 
words” to the next generation (e.g. 2 Tim. 
1:13; Titus 1:9; 2:1). Our author points out: 
“The word “form” describes a model, form, 
or standard that is intended to function as a 

In The Books: ‘Creedal’ context, function, subscription

trustworthy or reliable guide” (p. 74). 
In Chapter 2, Trueman shows us 

that “creed-like-formulas” appear in the 
early church immediately following the 
apostolic age.  This appears to reflect 
a concern to transmit “the tradition of 
apostolic teaching” and the “form of the 
sound words” to their generation and the 
next.  By these creed-like formulas, we see 
the foundations for the later ecclesiastical 
creeds and confessions. 

Following his review of the 
foundations of creedalism, Chapter 3 
shows the theological development in the 
early church from the Rule of Faith, the 
Apostle’s Creed, on through the Third 
Council of Constantinople of 681.  

Theological development can be seen, 
for example, in the church’s affirmation of 
Christ’s full humanity against Docetism, 
and Christ’s deity against Arianism; and 
with those issues resolved, that then led 
logically to discussion about the relationship 
of these two natures in the one person; those 
discussions led  to the creedal  statements 
against such heresies as Apollinarianism, 
Nestorianism and Monophysitism.  

Each settled matter would then 
bring a new set of issues for discussion, 
ultimately leading to creedal formulation.  

Regarding this theological development, 
the author exhorts: “Historical theology, 
the genealogy of doctrinal discussion and 
formulation, is thus an important part of 
Christian education and should be part of 
every pastor’s and elder’s background.  It 
should also be a central part of the teaching 
ministry in all churches” (p. 102).  

Chapter 4 provides an excellent 
overview of the major Protestant 
confessions ranging from the Anglican 
Articles to the 1689 Baptist Confession.  
This overview contextualizes the classical 
protestant confessions in their political and 
geographical settings – indispensable for 
interpreting these documents.  

While these confessions are more 
sophisticated than the earlier creeds, 
nonetheless, the framers of the confessions 
were mindful of the important Trinitarian 
and Christological creeds that preceded 
them.  “God had provided them with 
a church which had a history, and that 
history was helpful in understanding what 
Scripture taught” (p. 130).  

While confessions have a doctrinal and 
ecclesiastical function, chapter 5 points us 
to their doxology.  

The author writes: “Historically, one 
could make the argument that Christian 
theology as a whole is one long, extended 
reflection upon the meaning and significance 
of that most basic doxological declaration, 
“Jesus is Lord!” and thus an attempt to 
provide a framework for understanding 
Christian praise.  

If we fail to make this connection, 
then our appreciation of the creeds 
and confessions of the church will be 
dramatically impoverished as, I would 
argue, will be our understanding of Christian 
worship itself” (p. 135).  Trueman states, 
“The identity of whom we praise actually 
informs the content of how we praise him” 
(p. 142). 

The doxological function of creeds 
and confessions is of great value to the 
church, and “ensure that biblical content 
and priorities are kept uppermost in the 
public worship of the church” (p. 158).
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Chapter 6 – the final chapter – points 
out that all churches have creeds or 
confessions; it is just a matter of whether or 
not a church will commit it to writing and 
make it public.  

When a pastor says, “I have no creed 
but the Bible,” Trueman says, “What he 
really should have said was: “I have a creed 
but I am not going to write it down, so you 
cannot critique it; and I am going to identify 
my creed so closely with the Bible that I am 
not going to be able to critique it either” 
(p. 160).   This whole chapter provides 
a wide variety of insightful reasons for 
incorporating creeds and confessions into 
a church.  

The Appendix addresses the important 
subject of revising and supplementing 
confessions.  Trueman reminds us that 
confessions are primarily ecclesiastical 
documents, and thus, any authoritative 
change can only be made in a corporate 
context. 

 In addition, just because one fully 
subscribes to a confession does not mean 
one agrees that the confession is necessarily 
worded in the best possible fashion; thus, 
awkward confessional wording ought 
not to be confused with deviations from 
biblical teaching.  Yes, wrong biblical 
concepts warrant revision, but awkward 
wording does not. 

The classical Protestant confessions 
transcend their original context and have 
been written about for many years; to 
change their wording will likely undermine 
that ecumenical value.  Even warranted 
revisions will come with offsets, and so 
any revision must be carefully considered, 
especially given our limited perspective.  

Trueman adds: “The history of 
confessional revision is not a particularly 
happy one” (p. 194).  

The author also adds that while 
statements addressing contemporary issues 
may be needed, it does not mean these must 
be added to the confessional standards 
of a church since these likely reflect the 
doctrinal principles already present in their 
confession. “The more documents a church 
requires one to uphold, the more one finds 

that it is binding and micromanaging the 
consciences of officers and, indeed, the 
more barriers it is erecting between one’s 
own communion and those of other people” 
(p. 197). 

Trueman gives us much to think about, 
even for those who already subscribe to a 
confession.  Understanding the cultural 
assumptions behind anticonfessionalism 
can help us effectively promote 
confessionalism in our spheres of influence.  
If we can first persuade anticonfessional 
believers of the value of history, the ability 
of words to transcend generations, and the 
value of precise biblical statements – even 
if narrow – then, perhaps the case for creeds 
and confessions will be easier to make.  

Often, we have to get to the root to 
affect the fruit.  And finally, since the Bible 
itself seems to point to the use of “forms 
of sound words” to transmit the Christian 
faith, then the use of creeds and confessions 
is an imperative, not merely a matter of 
ecclesiastical taste.    

Gary Marble is a member of Grace 
Covenant Church of Gilbert, Ariz. and 
a member of the ARBCA Publications 
Committee.

His first taste of church planting came 
during his college days as a member of the 
church that supported the then church plant 
work in Commerce, Ga., led by Murray 
Brett. 

During his time in seminary, he 
participated in the early stages of a church 
plant work in Asheville, N.C., which is 
now Redeemer Community Church. After 
seminary, while serving at Grace Baptist 
Church in Carlisle, Pa., he was also involved 
in the planning and preparation stages of 
the church plant in Camp Hill, Pa., which 
is now Grace Reformed Baptist Church.

For the past five years, he has been 
laboring at the church plant work in 
Clarksville, Tenn., which was constituted 
as a self-supporting, self-governing, self-
propagating church in May 2014. John 
has been serving on the Church Planting 
Committee since 2010.  

He has a heart and a burden to see 
many more Christ-exalting confessional 
Reformed Baptist churches planted across 
the United States and around the world. 
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experience a season of peace and growth. 
We are now in the process of establishing 
new officers. 

Potentially, we are considering the 
coming of a new elder and two new deacons, 
which means that the church would have 
three elders and five deacons. We thank our 
God for these precious gifts.

On July 12, we received two new 
members, a couple whose wife was baptized 
on the occasion. In July, we had a family 
moving to Quebec in order to attend our 
church. 

Max, the husband, a young man in 
his early 30s, wants to begin theological 
training in view of the pastoral ministry. 
We are so thankful to God for these young 
people that our Lord is sending and who are 
contemplating the ministry. 

In Acton Vale, Micaël Beaulieu has 

already started his theological training 
while he is still working as well as serving 
in the church. We had the joy of having him 
preach for us in Quebec and he brought a 
very good message. 

In St-Jérôme, another young family 
just moved in and the man has potential for 
becoming a pillar in the church.

Our radio station ministry keeps 
enlarging as we receive all kinds of questions 
from our listeners. We are still looking for 
people who could help with new programs, 
as well as provide technical support.

On June 24, on Quebec Day, we had 
the joy of having Baruch and Bracha Maoz 
with us in Quebec. Baruch preached at our 
prayer meeting and took time to talk with 
people and to answer all the questions 
concerning Israël. The Sunday before, he 
preached in our church in St-Jérôme.

I do thank you for your prayers and 
I certainly still request them as I will 
be involved in this new church plant in 
Montreal.


