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Remembering Ron Baines: Oct. 17, 1956 - Aug. 28, 2016
By Micah Renihan

Ron Baines was a man of both humility
and confidence.
Those two traits do not go together often, but they found a proper blend in him.
The secret was that he had a humble opinion of himself, but he had an unshakeable
trust in God and in God’s Word.
If a young pastor challenged him on a
particular issue, thinking that Ron had not
considered it completely, Ron graciously
and gently showed exactly how it was that
Scripture had led him to his position. That
is where his confidence came from.
He studied hard and he studied well. His
knowledge of the Scriptures gave him the
ability to speak with authority even while
remaining humble. He put into practice the
instruction of 2 Tim. 2:15: “Do your best
to present yourself to God as one approved,
a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.”
This blend of humility and confidence
made him of incredible value in the kingdom of God. Ron was born in Springfield,
Mass. on Oct. 17, 1956, just a few minutes
before his twin brother Paul. There were
five siblings in the young Baines household,
and later a sixth stepsister as well. There
was little talk of religion and even less of
genuine faith.
At a young age, Ron headed into the
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U.S. Navy, where he served for five years,
including some time on the aircraft carrier
USS Nimitz.
In 1976, while in the Navy, Ron went
fishing with a Christian man named Rey
Beardsley. Ron asked Rey if he believed
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that Jesus was God. Rey replied by quoting
the words of Jesus in John 10:30, “I and my
Father are one.”
That simple statement stuck in Ron’s
mind. It bothered him and ate at him. The
Holy Spirit was using his Word to draw
Ron to himself. Ron continued his conversations with Rey, began to read his Bible
and pray, and the Holy Spirit granted him
faith in Christ. Rey recently remembered
that one of Ron’s objections to becoming
a Christian was fear that God would make
him a missionary and send him to Africa. In
God’s providence, Ron ended up in Zambia for about six months in 1979. During
that short time, Ron met his wife Joan; they
were married eight months later. Only later
would Ron discover that Joan was a descendant of Jonathan Edwards, one of Ron’s favorite theologians.
There were many reasons to view
his trip to Africa as a gift from God in his
kind providence; God had turned one of
his fears into a means of enormous blessing. Ron’s early years in the faith were in
a Brethren church, but through his reading
and his study of the Word Ron was becoming more and more convinced of Calvinism
and Reformed theology. The transition to
being a 1689 Reformed Baptist took place
See Ron Baines, page 11
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Commentary: Missions – Ministry of proclamation, suffering
By Brett Shaw

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you,
and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body,
which is the church, of which I became a
minister according to the stewardship from
God which was given to me for you, to fulfill
the word of God, the mystery which has been
hidden from ages and from generations, but
now has been revealed to His saints.” – Col.
1:24-26
“The seeds of faith and hope were planted not only in tears, but tears of blood.”
These words, by John Paton, were
penned after years of suffering on behalf of
the gospel as a missionary to the New Hebrides. Paton understood that God’s intended
method to reach the nations with the gospel
is through the tears of those who have been
set apart as servants of Christ to represent
Him to the world.
In Col. 1:24-26, Paul recounts his apostolic ministry to the Gentiles as one who had
been entrusted as a steward of Christ to suffer
with Christ for the proclamation of Christ.
Let us consider this twofold task of the
ministry and identify a few implications for
missions today.
Participation with Christ’s Suffering
Paul had been commissioned by Christ
to be a minister unto the Church that, for
their sake, he might participate with Christ in
his suffering. He was entrusted to carry out
the ministry of Christ as His chosen representative.
This stewardship (οἰκονομία) stresses
his divine calling as an administrator of the
things of God. It is one who is a manager of
a household or an administrator of an estate.
The divine stewardship of the gospel minister, first and foremost, has the responsibility
to make the Word of God fully known, but it
is made known by suffering with Christ.
In 1:24, Paul’s ministry is described in
terms of suffering on behalf of the Church.
Paul is able to rejoice (χαίρω) in his suffering knowing that through them God is accomplishing his purposes for the good of the
Church. His call to suffer was a conscious
awareness that he was specifically chosen in
his conversion to suffer for Christ’s name’s
sake (Acts 9:4). In fact, Paul wrote this letter

in chains for preaching the gospel (Col. 4:3).
His sufferings were not accidental to his mission, but were the means by which the Word
of God was proclaimed.
Thomas Schreiner speaks of the purpose
of suffering saying, “Such sufferings, then,
are not to be interpreted as an irritating side
effect of proclaiming the gospel but as a pathway to eschatological glory for the Gentiles.”
The ordained method for the progress of the
gospel is through the suffering of God’s chosen stewards.
But how does suffering “fill up what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions?” Is the atoning sacrifice of Christ not enough? Is Christ’s
suffering not sufficient for the Church?
Paul is not saying that Christ’s substitutionary atonement is somehow deficient and
in need of enhancement. The entire epistle
to the Colossians emphasizes the supremacy
of Jesus Christ and the sufficiency of his redemptive work as mediator.
Paul has already demonstrated that
Christ’s sacrificial death has effectually reconciled the saints to God, “having made peace
through the blood of his cross” (Col.1:20).
To say otherwise is to devalue the efficacy of
the penal substitutionary atonement of Christ
and would contradict this epistle, as well as
the theology of the New Testament.
What, then, was lacking in Christ’s afflictions? It appears that there lacked a demonstration of Christ’s afflictions to the Gentiles. Paul’s suffering displayed the sufficient
sufferings of Christ to the nations in this same
way that the Church, as the body of Christ,
participates in the sufferings of Christ.
Christians, in Phil. 3:10, are said to have
“fellowship in Christ’s sufferings” when
they, as the body of Christ, suffer for the gospel. Likewise, ministers of the Church also
participate with Christ’s suffering when they
suffer for Christ and for his body, in order
that through such sufferings the elect in every nation may receive “eschatological glory” in Christ.
The message they proclaim – Christ and
Him crucified – is to be matched by a life
of sacrificial service and suffering as they
are to “endure all things for the elects’ sake,
that they may obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:10).

Proclamation of Christ’s Suffering
In addition to suffering with Christ,
Paul had been entrusted with the proclamation of Christ’s suffering; he was charged “to
fulfill the word of God, the mystery which
has been hidden from ages and from generations (Col. 1:25).
In this context a minister (διάκονος) is
a servant who acts as a messenger to deliver
the divine message and serve the Church
through the primary means of preaching.
The majority of English Bibles translate
πληρῶσαι τὸν λόγον τοῦ θεοῦ as “making the Word of God fully known,” through
preaching (cf. Rom. 15:19). However,
πληρόω has the more specific meaning of
fulfilling the Word of God rather than just
making known.
In other words, Paul fulfills the Word
of God through the proclamation of Christ’s
suffering. The Old Testament prophesied of
the ingathering of the Gentiles as the eschatological fulfillment of the Messianic age,
and now, through the ministry of Paul, this
is coming to fruition.
Just as Jesus is a light to the Gentiles,
Paul too speaks of his ministry as a further
fulfillment of Isa. 49:6, as Jesus extends his
light to the ends of the earth through his ministry (Acts 13:47). Jesus Christ is the servant
of the Lord who fulfilled the Word of God
through his life, death and resurrection on
behalf of the Church, and is now, likewise,
fulfilling the Word of God through Paul, the
Lord’s servant (διάκονος), by means of the
proclamation of the finished work of Christ.
This is why the gospel is referred to as a
mystery. What was hidden for ages, namely
the inclusion of the Gentiles in the Church in
Christ, is made known through Paul’s proclamation of Christ’s suffering. Gentiles share
in the hope of glory as they too are united
to Christ by faith. What God had purposed
from all eternity and promised under the Old
Covenant is now revealed through the apostolic proclamation of Christ and Him crucified.
While the ministry of the Church today does not fulfill the history of salvation
as Paul’s ministry did, the charge to suffer
See Commentary, page 12
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Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies: Training Baptist ministers
By Dr. James M. Renihan

In 1662, circumstances were bleak in
the English churches.
Charles II had been restored to his
father’s throne two years before, and was
enacting legislation intended to force men
who could not submit to its consciencebreaking demands out of every possible
position of influence.
Dissent from the Church of England
was a punishable offense, and many were
subject to cruel injustices for conscience
sake.
Among the many stipulations was
this: In order to attend one of the great
universities, one must submit to the royal
prerogatives and participate in the life of
the Established Church. Since future ministers received their education at Oxford
and/or Cambridge, this meant that an educated ministry was now very difficult for
Dissenters to obtain.
Some older, experienced and welltrained ministers established private academies for young men, but these were for
paedobaptist students. Seeing the great
need, an elder from a Baptist church in
Bristol bequeathed funds to provide formal training for young men seeking to enter the Baptist ministry.
Edward Terrill’s bequest became the
basis upon which Bristol Baptist College
was founded, and it became the school
that supplied many outstanding pastors
throughout the 18th century.
In the American Colonies, Baptists
recognized this need as well. In October
1756, the Philadelphia Association adopted this resolution:
“Concluded, to raise a sum of money towards the encouragement of a Latin
Grammar School for the promotion of
learning amongst us, under the care of
Brother Isaac Eaton, and the inspection
of our brethren Abel Morgan, Isaac Stelle,
Abel Griffith and Peter Peterson Vanhorn.”
This was the first attempt of its kind
among Baptists on this side of the Atlantic. While this was not exclusively a
school for ministerial training, it served

that purpose well.
Among the graduates are such illustrious names as Samuel Jones, of whom
William Cathcart writes: “if not superior
in scholarly attainments to every other
American Baptist of his day, was equaled
by few, and surpassed by none,” and
Hezekiah Smith, the pastor of the church
in Haverhill, Mass., who served the Baptists of northern New England in parallel
to Isaac Backus in southern New England.
Jones was awarded the degree of Doctor of Divinity by (what was then) the College of Pennsylvania; Smith went on to
study under Samuel Davies at Prince-ton.
One of the men trained in Bristol Baptist College, Morgan Edwards, emigrated
to the United States in 1761 serving as
pastor of the Baptist congregation in Philadelphia.
Understanding the importance of
theological education, Edwards helped
lead the Philadelphia Association and the
young American Baptist movement in the
formation of Rhode Island College (later
to become Brown University).
This was the first of many efforts beyond a local level to provide instruction for
men entering the ministry. As the nation
grew in population and expanded westward, associations in almost every state
and territory planned and acted, forming
theological training schools.
Why did they do this? At heart, it was
because they understood the fundamental
principle articulated by Paul in 2 Timothy chapters 1 and 2. In order for the faith
to continue, it is necessary that men be
equipped to teach the next generation.
The Apostle had received his deposit
of truth from heaven, by direct revelation
(2 Tim. 1:1:9-12). He passed this on to
Timothy (2 Tim. 1:13-14), and instructed
his disciple to do the same (2 Tim. 2:1-7),
ensuring that it was received by faithful
men.
In this way, the divine deposit of truth
would be passed from generation to generation. Ministers would be prepared to
serve Christ and his church as the years

rolled by.
This perspective was powerful in the
minds of our Baptist fathers. Especially in
America, they knew that the challenges of
a growing population, territorial expansion and an uncertain political future made
it imperative to put Paul’s commands into
practice.
Useful ministers were well-trained
ministers, men who understood the Scriptures, Christian theology and the times in
which they lived. A simple acquaintance
with the Bible was not enough. Hard study
and thorough preparation were a necessity
for the times.
They looked beyond their own day
and considered the future. While only the
Lord can bring blessing, they understood
their responsibility to plan the course.
Our fathers promoted the cause of
education and training. They raised funds.
They asked some of their most capable
pastors to take the lead in developing
training programs. They urged capable
men to earn credible academic credentials.
They built institutions which served the
churches very well for many years.
This story could be expanded. New
England Baptists in 1826 founded Newton
Theological Institution near Boston – a
school with one purpose: preparing men
for ministry.
Only 14 years after the Southern Baptist Convention was founded, the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary commenced
its work. Examples may be easily multiplied.
It is curious that many people think
that Baptists undervalue the need for education and preparation while our history
testifies to exactly the opposite. Will we
be like them?
Will we give time, effort and funds
to plan for the future? The trustees of the
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies are
seriously considering the future of ministerial training for young men in Baptist
churches.
Will you pray for wisdom?
Please visit irbsseminary.org to learn
more about this important project.
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RBMS missions around the world
The Perrons

We certainly can say with the Prophet
Jeremiah that God’s compassion fails not.
His mercies are new every morning; Great <raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
is Your faithfulness (Lam. 3:22-23).
Raymond and Diane
In brief:
n Église réformée baptiste de la Capi- 6225 9e Ave, est,
tale in Quebec City continues to enjoy a Charlesbourg, QC
season of peace and growth.
We had the blessing of baptizing two
G1H 4A9
ladies this summer and they are very faithful to the church.
We have new visitors every week
and many of them
have become regular attendees.
We are also
very
thankful
for a young man
who has become
more and more
involved in the
service of our
church. His name
is Max Bastien; Denis Pepin, left, and Raymond Perron, above. At
he is married right are the Pelletier family, left, with Raymond and
and he and his Diane, center, and Larry and Cindy Vincent, right.
wife are expecting their fifth child, though he is still in to prayer. I go every week, sometimes on
Saturday for meetings, and other times I
his 20s.
He preached for us a couple of times make the trip on Sunday.
One couple had to move away for
when Pastor Pelletier was away and while
work
reasons, but we have a new couple
I was in Montreal. We have been very
that
joined
a couple of weeks ago. The
impressed with his ministry. We are also
young
lady
who asked for baptism has
planning to record his family devotions in
sadly
stopped
attending. We talked to her
order to broadcast them on our radio staa
few
times,
but
there is no interest any
tion. He is also taking a course at CBTS.
more
on
her
part.
She
is not attending any
n Our radio programs keep attracting
church.
people. I recently began preparing a new
n On Aug. 5 I had the privilege of
series on Daniel for my daily morning procelebrating
the wedding of a couple from
gram. I just finished the book of Genesis,
our
Montreal
congregation. It was quite
which was very well-received, according
an
event,
with
250
guests. The celebration
to the comments we got through phone or
was
held
in
a
wonderful
Anglican Church
email.
building
in
downtown
Montreal.
n Our church plant in Montreal: First
Our dear brother Denis Pepin and his
of all, we are very happy with our new
wife
Annie are still very active in helping
meeting place. We are better-located, it is
us
and
they do a fabulous job. The accomclean, lots of light and it is about half the
panying
photo of him and me was taken at
price of our former place. It is an answer

CANADA

the wedding banquet in August.
n Pastor Pascal Denault and I are still
holding our Titus 2:1 meetings as we are
providing a full day of teaching and discussion every six weeks. Usually, on the
day after these meetings, brother Denault
and I exchange pulpits. We have covered
two topics: Confessionalism and Theology proper. Next month, we will talk about
Covenant Theology.
These meetings are a part of our
CERB (Centre d’études réformées baptistes) program. We have also invited Dr.
James Dolezal who has kindly agreed to
come and teach us for a whole week on
this topic of the Doctrine of God.
n In June, my wife and I attended the
final Family Conference held by Grace
Baptist Church, Carlisle, Pa. It has been
See Perron, page 6
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RBMS missions around the world
Evangelicalism in Colombia numbers
perhaps 5 percent of the 48 million population and is largely pentecostal/charismatic.
Conservative churches are few.
The capital city of Bogotá, with 8 million people, has maybe 2,000 churches, 5
percent of them conservative. Possibly 20
congregations would call themselves Reformed. The largest of these would have 200
attending. Most would be under 50.
The La Alborada church has 140 attending, 90 members, three deacons, one pastor
who has just resigned after three years to
emigrate with his family to Canada. Qualified pastors are hard to find. The statistics
for the San José de Bavaria congregation are
similar; but happily, Marco Antonio Orjuela
continues there as pastor.
Efforts are being made to prepare those
called of the Lord to the pastorate. The Latin
American Reformed seminary in the city of
Medellín has 30 students, New Covenant
Reformed Bible Institute has maybe 20.
The Covenant Baptist Reformed Theological Seminary of Kentucky is working with
a Reformed Baptist Church in Bogotá to
contribute to pastoral training. Some 80 are
enrolled.
None of these has a full seminary program yet. The students are frequently men
who have already been in the pastorate for
some time but who are moving toward Reformed doctrine.
Growth has been slow over the past
50 years, when there was scarcely any Reformed witness. Then, only about 300,000
Colombians claimed to be evangelicals.
Persecution from the Roman Catholic Church was still strong, but at the same
time, political rivalries brought death to
some 300,000 Colombians, and from that
violence, there came the beginnings of the
guerrilla movements. In late August a peace
agreement was signed after six years of negotiations between the government and the
Armed Revolutionary Forces of Colombia
(FARC).
That agreement, in order to enter into
effect, must be approved in a coming plebi-

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

scite scheduled for Oct. 2.
As far as is known, the agreement
is a radical turn to the left politically and
economically. What this will mean for the
churches we still don’t know. Gender issues
are included in the agreement. Even with the
agreement with the FARC, there are other
very active subversive and criminal movements.
The present Ministry of Education has
sought to obligate private schools to teach
gender equality. There have been well-attended protests in every major city of the
country against this effort, but the issue isn’t
going away. Our Christian school (pre-K
through high school), with 250 students, is
in its 20th year, and faces these pressures.

In spite of government pretensions to
the contrary, the Colombian economy is not
doing well. Forty percent of the population
live under the poverty level that the government itself has determined. Forty percent of
the employed are employed only in informal
work. That means that these are far below
the minimum monthly wage of US $250.
Insecurity is rampant and the drug trafficking, partially sponsored by the guerrilla
movements, is growing. Cultivation of cocaine has increased from 50,000 hectares six
years ago, to 200,000. Corruption is a major
problem in practically every area of life.
The preceding will give you some idea
of how to pray for us, and not just for Colombia, but also for all of Latin America.

Perrons

are preparing for a baptism service (two
people, a man and a young lady). We ask
your prayers for André and Carole as they
persevere in the midst of a difficult situation.
n Great visitors in July: Larry and
Cindy Vincent came to spend the weekend
in the Montreal area. We had supper together at Pascal’s place on Saturday (see
picture) and Larry and Cindy came to our
church meeting in Montreal on the morrow. We also spent time with them after
worship.
n Prayer requests:
- Our Montreal church plant;
- Our Alymer church plant;
- A pastor for our church in Lac Megantic;

From page 5
a delightful time as we have been exposed
to great preaching. The main speaker was
Geoff Thomas, who preached on Hosea.
Needless to say, that the fellowship has
also been literally celestial.
Obviously, there was an element of
sadness as we were told that it would be
the last family Conference, at least in this
format.
n In July, I went to preach in our other church plant in Aylmer where our dear
brother André Pinard and his wife Carole
are serving.
It was good to meet with the dear
people who form this little congregation
and we greatly rejoice with them as they

Perrons, page 7
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RBMS missions around the world
Greetings from Perth, Australia!
We have been here for almost four
months and are finally starting to feel settled.
Our shipment from the U.S. arrived in
early July and after purchasing some items
of furniture here we have been able to have
folks into our home. Since our two oldest
boys attend school just down the street,
we’re hoping that the parents we have met
will accept our invitations to get together
and become better acquainted.
Although Perth is large (about 2 million people), we live just outside the city in
the western suburb of Subiaco and, in many
ways, it maintains a separate community.
This is actually helpful since it means that
we see many of the same people every day
as we do our grocery shopping and daily errands.
We are trusting that in the Lord’s providence he will guide us in developing friendships with those whom we meet.
The Lord has already been very kind
with all of the families and individuals
committed to the church plant. So far there
seems to be a real spirit of unity among us
and those in attendance have expressed appreciation for the preaching and teaching
ministry.
Our Sunday school hour, introducing
the Confession of Faith, has been especially
helpful, since many in the congregation have
not systematically studied the Scriptures or
been taught the usefulness of a well-defined
and coherent summary of biblical doctrine.
We continue to average approximately 35 to
40 people on a Sunday morning, with 16 of
those being children and young people aged
2-19.
Almost every week we have had one
or more visitors, although we have not had
anyone visit and remain with our core group.
We did have a woman from Melbourne visit
our church and she expressed thankfulness
for the work here. She may be moving back
to Perth, where she has family, so please be
in prayer that the Lord would guide her future and allow her to join with us if He sees

The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>

Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas

185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA
fit.

pray for us as we wrestle in making a decision concerning the older boys’ schooling.
Right now we are homeschooling our
two youngest while the older boys attend
public school. In some ways, the boys’ experience has been very positive but there are
also things which concern us and we need
the Lord’s guidance in this area.
Please pray for our interaction with
those around us especially our immediate
neighbors. Our great desire is to impact
those closest to us, with the gospel and we
need boldness and a love for souls to take
advantage of the opportunities the Lord provides.
Most of all, pray that the city of Perth
would come to love Jesus Christ. It is grievous to see a culture that ignores the work
that the Son of God accomplished on the
cross and it is our great desire that his cross
be faced by those who have so far refused
to pay attention to him. Christ is worth any
sacrifice we have made in coming here and
we trust that in his time he will build our local congregation into a lighthouse for those
lost in darkness.

Perrons

church in Acton Vale);
- Max Bastien who is considering
serving the Lord full time; and
- Our Lac Megantic church’s new
building and the faithfulness of Gervais,
who perseveres in coordinating the activities of the congregation in the absence of
a pastor.
Thank you so much for your fellowship and prayers,

In addition, a family that lives a few
hours south of Perth heard about our church
through friends and, after visiting, indicated
that they may move back to the city as well
and would join with our group. Please pray
that we would be able to reach the immediate community surrounding the location of
our building.
One difficulty that we have is that it is
hard for people to invite others, since they
themselves live quite a distance from our
meeting place. Our family, along with one
other, live quite close by the center where
we meet but the others are more spread out
to the south and east.
Although this is a brief update, please
remember to pray for us. Please pray that we
would grow in our understanding of Australian culture.
So far, many people have told us that the
States and Australia have similar cultures on
the surface but underneath they are very different. We have experienced some of the differences but in many ways we know that we
are still operating at a surface level. Please

From page 6

- More workers in the harvest; and
- The conversion of our second generation.
n Thanksgiving:
- Micaël Beaulieu (An intern in our
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RBMS missions around the world
After returning from Afghanistan this
past April I was reassigned as the unit
chaplain for the 1st Special Operations
Group (1 SOG).
This group has eight squadrons: the
1st Special Operations Support Squadron;
4th Special Operations Squadron (AC130U Spooky Gunship); 23rd Weather
Squadron; 8th Special Operations Squadron (CV-22 Osprey); 15th Special Operations Squadron (MC-130H Combat Talon
II); 34th Special Operations Squadron (U28A); 319th Special Operations Squadron
(U-28A); and the 11th Intelligence Squadron.
The 1 SOG is the most heavily deployed group in the entire U.S. Air Force.
Most of the members in these squadrons
deploy more than once a year.
These separations generate a tremendous amount of strain not only upon our
air commandos, but also upon their families.
This spring I was tasked to spearhead
a groundbreaking new program – the Marriage & Family Resiliency Program. Date
nights, marriage retreats, and family wellness retreats are being hosted on a regular
basis in order to offer our air commandos and families special times together to
strengthen their relationships by enhancing their sense of connection and improving their communication.
We have hosted three events so far,

Great disappointment by us at how the
purchase of the site we had worked so hard
to buy fell through.
We tried to placate the seller of the site
but there was no reasoning with the man
and we had to withdraw from the sale. Our
comfort is in the fact that the Lord is ruler
over people and property and if it was His
will, we would own the land now.
Measured on a greater scale, this is
small stuff. The death of Ron Baines is a
See Brennans, page 9

The Galyons

<jim.galyon@gmail.com> James,
Sharon, Jameson, Jenna and Jonathan
1216 Picadilly Drive
Hurlburt Field, FL 32544

Chaplain, USAF

and our marriage retreats are fully booked
all the way through January. At the first
marriage retreat there were four couples
on the verge of divorce. They attended the
event as a last resort to salvage their relationships.
Several of the couples are receiving follow-up counseling from Christian
counselors.
Please pray that the Lord would
continue to use this program not only to
strengthen marriages, but to also provide
opportunities for people to experience His
saving grace.
In July I was notified of a permanent
change of station (PCS). At the beginning
of December I will move by myself to Ankara, Turkey, where I will serve as the Installation Chaplain.
I will be the only military chaplain
there, providing support to Army, Navy
and Air Force personnel, as well as to
members of the State Department (U.S.
Embassy). The assignment will be a year

in length.
I’m dreading the time away from Sharon and the kids.
Nonetheless, I’m trusting that the Air
Force is only sending me where God has
ordained (Acts 17:26).
Sharon will remain in Florida with the
boys as they each continue their respective
levels of educational study. Please pray for
the Lord to protect our family through this
time. Please also pray for the Lord to open
a door for opportunities to proclaim the
gospel (Col. 4:3).
The past few months there have been
several opportunities to speak about salvation with individuals who seem to be
searching for answers to life’s ultimate
questions. Please pray for the Lord to use
His word to bring life and hope.
As always, please know that Sharon,
Jenna, Jameson, Jonathan and I appreciate
all of the love and support we receive from
you. I know that your prayers are being
heard and answered by our gracious Lord.

The Brennans

<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>

Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

IRELAND
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RBMS missions around the world
In July we held our 10th annual School
of Theology.
It was a privilege to host 26 men from
New Zealand and Australia (and the USA,
if you count our dear brother Jim Renihan,
who wasn’t teaching – for a change – but
was able to attend following a prior engagement in the general area of the southern hemisphere).
Our teacher this year was Samuel
Renihan; he taught very ably on the subject of Covenant Theology and we were all
blessed through the instruction, discussion
and fellowship. The ladies of the church
excelled themselves in taking care of our
physical comfort and sustenance!
Many of the men who attended the
School of Theology are from the churches
within the Fellowship of Reformed Baptist
Churches in New Zealand.
While not all confessional reformed
baptist churches in New Zealand are members of the Fellowship, most are (and others are considering joining).
We are thankful for the unity and fellowship we enjoy, and also the cooperative
efforts we are engaged in. Two of these are
the annual Youth Camps and the quarterly
Roving Classroom.
The Youth Camps have been an annual event predating the formation of the
Fellowship.
When I was involved in the planting
of Grace Baptist Church in Christchurch,
we joined together with Shore Baptist
Church in Auckland to organize a camp for
the youth with the aim of growing longterm friendships between the young people
in the Reformed Baptist churches of New
Zealand.
That first camp took place in 2001 and
we had 13 teens from four churches. We
now average 50-60 teens representing most
of the Reformed Baptist churches (and two
or three other churches also).
We have seen great friendships developed, have enjoyed the involvement of
many helpers from the churches over the
years, and have been blessed through the

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>

Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
33 Sutherland Crescent
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND
ministry of a number of our pastors. This
cooperative effort has definitely been a
blessing to the Fellowship of Churches and
we give thanks to God for it.
The Roving Classroom grew out of
a desire to do something to help prepare
young men for ministry in a context of limited resources.
It is a quarterly day of studies on a
theological theme (exegetical, systematic,
historical, or practical theology) and is usually led by one of the pastors of a church
within the Fellowship.
This has been continuing for a few
years now. Attendance ranges from a handful of young men to perhaps 50 men and
women, depending on the topic and how
widely it has been advertised, though the
focus continues to be on providing a solid
theological foundation for young men who
desire to be equipped for service in their
churches.

We count it a great privilege to be involved in the life of the Fellowship in these
different ways, and we are encouraged to
see the interaction between representatives
of the churches when they gather three
times each year for prayer, fellowship, and
discussion on theological questions and areas of cooperation.
We are hopeful that other churches will
join the fellowship, and we are encouraged
by the church planting efforts that have
been undertaken by different churches
with the support of the Fellowship.
Please pray for ongoing peace and
unity, for growth and further cooperation,
and for the blessing of God upon the planting of new churches and establishment of
existing churches in the Fellowship.
Many thanks for the partnership we
enjoy with ARBCA. Your messages of
support and prayer are an enormous encouragement to us.

Brennans

are a country where God is missing but
not missed. At the present rate of darkness,
one shudders to think where we could ultimately end.
“What is the solution?” I hear you cry.
The continuing preaching of the Gospel.
To gather and grow in grace and love.
To pray for the Spirit to turn the people and
to look to the Lord no matter what.
We will continue in the regular activities of the church!
We thank all our sister churches who
pray for us and we urge you to do the same,
no matter what.

From page 8

much bigger loss. Ron was a friend and
supporter of Mission Ireland alongside his
then-co-elder Mike Renihan.
Mike Renihan started the Mission Ireland and was encouraged by Ron in this vision. We extend our sincere sympathy to
his wife, children and wider family.
The country seems to be beginning
to come out of its economic woes, which
cannot be said for its spiritual debts. We
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Book Review: Georgia Baptists’ ‘gospel heritage’ traced
By Thomas Waters

From its founding in 1732, Christianity
has been important in the life of Georgia.
Established as the only colony in
which slavery was explicitly banned at the
outset, the 13th colony was to be a refuge
for the scores of debtors housed in London’s prisons. Georgia also had a strategic
military value as a buffer zone between
Spanish Florida and the British Colonies to
the north of Georgia.
The village of Midway (near Darien,
Ga.), was built by Puritans who migrated
into the area from Dorchester, S.C. as a
result of a land grant in 1752 and served
as buffer (protection) against the Creek
Indians and the Spanish for the emerging
port of Savannah. That same year (1752)
the Midway Congregational Church was
constituted. The original building was destroyed by the British in 1778. The building which stands there today was built in
1792 and survived a brush with Sherman’s
march to the sea during the Civil War.
James Oglethorpe, Georgia’s founder,
on return trips to Georgia from England,
brought with him John and Charles Wesley
as well as George Whitefield, who founded
Bethesda Orphanage near Savannah. (The
orphanage is still in operation today www.
bethesdaacademy.org.)
Arriving with Oglethorpe in 1733
was a Baptist couple, William Calvert (a
lay preacher) and his wife. Other Baptists
followed, though it is estimated that there
were fewer than 140 Baptists in Georgia in
1770. That was soon to change.
This is where the book by Brandon
Smith and Kurt Smith, “The Gospel Heritage of the Georgia Baptists 1772-1830,”
takes up the history.
Before the formation of the Continental Congress, the Declaration of Independence or the Ratification of the Constitution, the first “continuing” Baptist church
in Georgia was founded. Remarkably, the
Kiokee Baptist Church, founded by Daniel
Marshall in 1772, “would” as Kurt Smith
notes, “become responsible in its first
40 years (directly and indirectly), for the
planting of 140 Georgia Baptist churches
which saw the addition of almost 11,000

members.”
After Kiokee, Daniel Marshall was
involved in planting two more Baptist
churches in Georgia and the organization
of the first Baptist Association in Georgia.
So, what began as a little cloud about
the size of a man’s hand, soon swept over
the young colony. From the two Baptists
who arrived in Georgia in 1733, it has been
estimated that in 2010 there were more
than 2 million Georgians who are members
of Baptist churches.
Sadly, however, many of that great
number are only nominal Christians who
meet in “Baptist” churches that are far different in doctrine and practice from the
Gospel Heritage of the Georgia Baptists
from 1772-1830.
In the first section of the book, Pastor
Kurt Smith demonstrates from confessional statements, associational minutes and
correspondences that these frontier Baptist
missionaries and pastors were thoroughly
evangelical Calvinists. He states: “In fact,
we could rightly say that Georgia Baptist
theology was rocked in the cradle of Calvinism” (12).
From the earliest years of a fervent
missionary zeal, born of experiential Calvinism, to the later years of reluctance of
hyper-Calvinism and fanaticism of revivalism, Kurt Smith traces the development
of Baptists in Georgia through the lives
of three prominent Baptist pastors: Daniel
Marshall (1706-1784), Abraham Marshall
(1748-1819) and Jesse Mercer (17691841).
Drawing from the lives and ministries
of these men, Kurt Smith not only traces
the Calvinistic roots of Baptists in Georgia, but draws practical lessons for pastors
and churches today no matter what state or
country in which they minister.
For example, from the life and ministry of Jesse Mercer, Kurt Smith notes
lessons concerning the importance of
a regenerate church membership and
church discipline, the ever-present danger of doctrinal imbalances that led some
19th Century Georgia Baptists into hyperCalvinism and the practice and need for
exercising doctrinal steadfastness with-

out a quarrelsome spirit can be learned.
In the second portion of the book, Pastor
Brandon Smith shows from historical documentation that these early Georgia Baptists’
understanding of salvation was in keeping
with the teachings of reformed theology
expressed in the 1689 Baptist Confession
of Faith. Following the well-known doctrines of the Five Points of Calvinism and
quoting from Circular Letters, Associational Minutes, correspondences and sermons,
Brandon Smith demonstrates by recorded
votes on doctrinal matters and Confessional and exegetical statements that the majority of early Georgia Baptists confessed
and preached salvation by grace alone.
Time and again these men, churches and
associations defined and defended the doctrines of grace. As their Baptist forebears in
England, those in Georgia were confronted by Arminianism and, as Pastor Smith
notes, “between 1786 and 1791 early Georgia Baptists clearly defined parameters of
doctrine and fellowship... They declared
salvation was by grace alone and election
was foundational in God’s grace to sinners
. . . Not only did the church connect election directly to God’s grace, but further tied
election to other major doctrines” (114).
The proper study of theology informs our
minds, shapes our thoughts and inflames
our hearts. Good theology leads to the worship of God. The study of history – be it
world history, U.S. history, Georgia history,
or the biography of an individual Christian,
is a study of God’s providence. Our Baptist
forefathers stated in our Confession (5:7):
“As the providence of God doth in general
reach to all creatures, so after a most special
manner it taketh care of his church, and disposeth of all things to the good thereof.”
In “The Gospel Heritage of Georgia
Baptists 1772-1830,” the authors weave
together history, biography and theology
as they record God’s special care of His
church in colonial Georgia.
Along the way, practical lessons applicable for today are made and the reader
discovers that many of the issues and concerns we face today (viz., church discipline,
See Heritage, page 11
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Ron Baines
From page 1

over time as Ron wrestled to understand the
scriptures.
Throughout the 1980s Ron and Joan
settled down and began a family. They have
four children: John, Anita, Catherine and
Josh.
Ron began working at Hamilton Standard, an aircraft parts manufacturer, in
1985, and went to Westfield State University where he earned a bachelor’s degree in
engineering in 1989. Ron’s gifts and graces
were being noticed at this time and he was
encouraged to go into the ministry.
In 1990 he was ordained and installed
as a pastor of a small church in Westfield,
Mass. He labored faithfully at that church
for about 10 years. They were formative
years for him because during this time he
was introduced to the modern Reformed
Baptist movement and he started working
on his M.Div. from Reformed Theological
Seminary.
Due to these influences, his theological
convictions became solidified around the
1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith.
Eventually, the church in Westfield closed,
so the Baines family began to drive to
Worcester, Mass., to attend Heritage Baptist Church. Again, Ron’s gifts were recognized and he was installed as an elder in
the church alongside of Mike Renihan. The
family moved and settled in the Worcester
area.
For four years Ron served that congregation, during which a small group of
families in Midcoast Maine began discussing forming a Reformed Baptist Church.
They communicated with Heritage Baptist
Church in Worcester, seeking their help and
oversight.
Eventually, it became clear that the
Lord was knitting together their hearts with
that of Ron. This new group asked Ron to
come and be their pastor. Heritage agreed
to let Ron depart, and he moved to Maine
in 2005.
The remainder of Ron’s ministry came
at Grace Reformed Baptist Church. Ron
served this congregation for over 11 years.
During his time in Worcester and in Maine,
Ron became more involved in ARBCA and

Ron Baines speaks at an ARBCA meeting.
the broader kingdom. He served in a number of capacities within ARBCA, including
time on the Administrative Council, the
Theology Committee, and as a Trustee for
the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies.
Ron made several short trips to Zambia
to teach at the Lusaka Ministerial College
and the Copperbelt Ministerial College. He
especially loved to teach Old Testament to
these men training for the ministry. Ron’s
greatest love, theologically speaking, was
for the Old Testament. It delighted him to
see the way that it pointed to Christ, from
Genesis to Malachi.
Ron also contributed to the academic
world in several ways. He worked with Michael Haykin to write a biography of Jonathan Edwards entitled, “Travel with Jonathan Edwards.” He contributed biographies
of William Van Horne, Charles, Lahatt,
and Daniel Merrill to the series “A Noble
Company: Biographical Essays on Notable
Particular-Regular Baptists in America.”
He wrote articles for some journals including the Journal of the Institute of Reformed
Baptist Studies, and he contributed material to “By Common Confession: Essays in
Honor of James M. Renihan.” His most significant contribution is his work on the volume “Confessing the Impassible God: The
Biblical, Classical & Confessional Doctrine

of Divine Impassibility.” Ron worked on
several of the chapters and functioned as
one of the primary editors of the volume.
A the time of his death, Ron was also
working towards his Ph.D. He had finished
his coursework at the University of Maine
in Orono and the bulk of his dissertation on
Reformed Baptists in Maine and the Maritime Provinces of Canada in the 18th and
early 19th centuries.
Although most of the dissertation was
completed, Ron’s tumor prevented him from
finally finishing this work and defending his
dissertation. In the midst of all these things,
Ron continually gave God all the glory. He
was content to remain in the background.
He would not thrust himself forward; he did
not seek attention. He knew his own weaknesses.
But he stood firmly upon Scripture,
and spoke authoritatively upon that basis.
His sermons, his counsel, and his friendship
have left a deep impression upon many,
not because they were the words of Ron,
but because he was faithfully speaking the
words of God.
Micah Renihan pastors Grace Reformed Baptist Church in Topsham, Maine.

Heritage
From page 10

Fourth Commandment, doctrinal fidelity,
spiritual decline . . .) were addressed by
these early Baptists.
This book is part textbook and part
devotional; it is composed of a collection
of brief biographies, theological treatises,
historical documents and practical lessons.
This book is a record of the Gospel Heritage
of Baptists in Georgia, but more important
it is a mind-stimulating and heart-inflaming
reminder of the Lord’s peculiar care, provision and love for His church.
As a source of information, a means
of encouragement and a reminder of our
Lord’s providential oversight for the
welfare of His church, I recommend this
book.   
Thomas Waters pastors Emmanuel Baptist
Church in Jesup, Ga.
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Church Planting: Christ building His glorious temple
By John Miller

New Covenant priests in the New Covenant
temple, we offer spiritual sacrifices to God.
Let me mention two spiritual sacrifices
that relate to the work of home missions and
church planting.
Offer the Spiritual Sacrifice of Prayer
In the Old Covenant, prayer was at
times compared to an incense offering in the
temple (cf. Ps. 141:2), and now, in the New
Covenant, the prayers of the saints are the incense offering in the New Covenant temple.
Part of our sacrifice of prayer now is
to pray for God’s kingdom to come (Matt.
6:10), for more living stones to be added to
Christ’s temple (1 Pet. 2:5), and for more local churches to be set up as lampstands in
which God’s special presence dwells on the
earth (Rev. 1:12, 20).
This means we are to be praying for the
Spirit’s blessing upon the work of preaching,
evangelism and church planting. Let us be
faithful priests who bring the pleasing aroma
of these petitions before our great God.
Offer the Spiritual Sacrifice
of Financial Support
The Apostle Paul describes the financial

support that he received for his missionary work from the church in Philippi as “a
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and
pleasing to God” (Phil. 4:18).
Part of our New Covenant priestly work
is to give sacrificially for the furtherance of
Christ’s kingdom, so that the laborers that
are sent out from our churches to take the
gospel of Christ to new areas may be “well
supplied” (Phil. 4:18).
Let us be faithful priests, who make
sure that our brothers David Randall, Frank
Urquidez, and Nathan White (as well as
the church plant in Valley City), are wellsupplied for their work as church planters
through our fragrant offerings of financial
support.
What a privilege we have to be New
Covenant priests, who participate through
our priestly New Covenant sacrifices in the
great work that Christ is doing in building
his New Covenant temple. May we be found
as faithful priests as we await the coming
day when “the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).

Commentary

Ministers, as stewards of the mysteries of Christ, are called not only to proclaim
Christ but also to suffer with Christ for the
sake of the Church. J.H. Bavinck speaks of
this: “A man cannot only preach, he must
also live. And the life that he lives, with all
its little peculiarities, is one of two things,
either it emasculates his preaching or it gives
it flesh and blood.”
We are to be willing to sacrifice our
comforts, resources and even our culture
for the sake of the gospel. Ministers must
be willing to undergo every sort of suffering, trial and even death so as to give flesh
and blood to the preaching of the gospel. As
Paul says in 2 Cor. 4:11, “For we who live
are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake,
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our mortal flesh.”
We also see from this passage that the
work of missions is to be fueled by prayer.
The stewardship that is entrusted to ministers
is one that humbles them, that Christ may be
exalted. If the work of the gospel is to be car-

ried out through the foolish means of preaching and the suffering of its servants, then we
certainly must persist in prayer.
The Church is not built in our own
strength or upon our own wisdom, but by
our weakness and the foolish and ordinary
means of preaching. And the Lord ordained
it this way, so that through foolish means
and weak vessels Christ may be seen as sufficient in all things. Let us then continue to
pray that God might empower the ministry
of the Word and enable his ministers to endure in suffering for glory of Christ and the
sake of the elect in every nation.
Let us also continue to support and send
out men for the work of home and foreign
missions. Christ’s sufficiency in his person
and work needs to be proclaimed clearly so
that the nations, may know the supremacy
of Christ in all things. May God be pleased
to continue to raise up men for the work of
missions as ambassadors of Christ.
Brett Shaw is intern pastor at Sycamore
Baptist Church in East Moline, Ill.

One of the greatest blessings for us as
Christians and local churches is that we are
part of the glorious temple that our Lord Jesus Christ is building.
As Paul states in Eph. 2:19-21: “So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
In Him you also are being built together into
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”
Christ, in applying His redemptive work
to us by His Spirit, incorporates us into the
glorious latter-day temple He is building and
in which God himself dwells and meets with
us! Not only are we made part of this great
temple, we are also made priests to serve our
God in this temple. As Peter writes, “you
yourselves like living stones are being built
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). As

From page 3

with Christ for the proclamation of Christ
remains the same.
Gospel ministers are equipped by God
to dispense the riches of God’s grace, primarily through the proclamation of the Word
of God, to the people of God. We have the
same apostolic message of the mystery that
has been made known through Jesus Christ
and the same task to carry it to the nations.
As Paul said, it is “Him we proclaim”
(Col. 1:28). He is the content of the mystery,
the hope of glory and the one in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom, and the
content of our proclamation. It is not enough
to just suffer, but we participate in Christ’s
sufferings in order to proclaim Christ’s sufficient sufferings, which are effectual for the
salvation of sinners.
Implications for Missions
The work of missions is carried out
through the pathway of suffering.

