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Gospel seeds sown in Cuba sprouting, growing
By Rob Cosby

In 1 Cor. 3:5-9, we have a very
familiar passage that looks at the nature of
the spread of the Gospel and the growth of
the church:
“What then is Apollos? What is Paul?
Servants through whom you believed,
as the Lord assigned to each. I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. He who plants and he who waters
are one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. For we are God’s
fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s
building.”
While the focus of this passage
reminds us that the growth of the church is
in the hands of God, it also reminds us of
the need individually to be faithful in the
planting and watering of the church.
The struggle we often have is both
being patient when the growth does not
happen in the way and time that we desire,
as well as being faithful in our task even
when we never see the fruits or growth that
God gives.

The Past

This past June, I had the opportunity
to travel with Don Lindblad to Cuba and
help minister in that nation. In so doing, I
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Daniel Perez, right of center, translates for Don Lindblad during a meeting in Cuba.
had the opportunity to observe the various
stages of planting, watering, and growing.
There is much to praise the Lord for in
seeing the growth of the church in Cuba.
And while we want to emphasize that it is

the Lord that has given the growth, I do
want to mention the faithfulness of the
three men that the Lord has used in the
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See Cuba, page 16
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Commentary: ‘It is finished’ – what did Jesus mean?
By Steve Martin

This October will mark the 500th anniversary of what is often
called the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.
In 1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses for discussion to
the church door in Wittenburg. It sparked more than a debate, it
sparked what became a revolution. What was begun by Luther was
carried on by many others, not only in Germany but in France,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Italy, Poland, and Great Britain.
A spark in Saxony led to a conflagration that engulfed all of
Europe!
Luther’s quest for a gracious God led him to see that what
the medieval church of Rome taught, which he had inherited, was
NOT the teaching of the Bible. Man is not made right with God by
his own works or merit, in the whole or in part. Man is made right
with God by God Himself in the person of Jesus Christ.
When asked by a Catholic cardinal what he would replace
indulgences, relics, pilgrimages, candles and purgatory with,
Luther replied: “Jesus Christ.”
All that is necessary to make a person right with God, now and
forever, is found in Christ. Let’s see how that is true.
At the end of John’s gospel, John records our Lord’s final cry
from the Cross: “It is finished!” What did Jesus mean?
Over the centuries, various religious groups and their teachers
have offered their estimate of what Jesus meant.
Some said Jesus came as a great example to show people how
to live and to please God. Even more popular was the teaching of
the medieval church that Jesus came to make a major, sacrificial
‘down payment’ on our salvation. Their churches were known for
their large and conspicuous crucifixes that portrayed the bleeding,
dying Savior. They aroused much pity and deep sentiments.
But if you listened to the teaching, Jesus sacrificial death saved
no one. It was only a ‘down payment’ to which the industrious
believer would add his/her own payments or works which when
added to Christ’s work would take a pious person to the gates of
Purgatory, where after sufficient remedial work, salvation would
be awarded. But as we know from experience, a ‘down payment’
does not secure a house or a car – if you do not keep up your
regular payments, the house or the car can be repossessed by the
mortgage holder.
A down payment, no matter how sacrificial, does not secure
anything for you – if merely
affords you the opportunity to make your own payments—for
five years, 30 years or for life.
Luther saw that Jesus did not come to offer a down payment
that sinners must add to. Jesus finished the work of saving sinners
by himself.
Jesus did not come to offer “savability” for industrious sinners;
He came to save sinners by Himself.
In John 19:28 the text says: “knowing that all was now finished”
(ESV) or “knowing that all things were now accomplished” (NKJV)
or “knowing that all was now completed.” Jesus is saying out loud
in verse 30 what John had already noted in verse 28 – “tetelestai”

– it is finished; it is paid in full. His term is both a legal term and a
financial term. To pay a debt to society in jail or to the bank meant
that when you had fulfilled your obligation, you were granted a
writ which had stamped on it – “tetelestai” – paid in full.
Luther further noted that if one was attentive in reading
the New Testament, the biblical writers’ choice of words and
grammar showed the finished work of Christ. Observe that the
New Testament authors wrote that Jesus saved sinners, not that
He came to offer savability to sinners. The language of the New
Testament is of a non-repeatable, completed work. Note several
examples listed below:
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law” (He did not
offer ransomability);
“While we were yet enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of His Son” (He did not accomplish reconcilability);
“Worthy is the Lamb...” for by your blood you ransomed
people for God” (He did not offer ransomability);
“The church of God which Christ purchased with His own
blood” (no mention here of purchasability);
“We have now been justified by faith...having been justified
by His blood” (He doesn’t offer justifiability).
So if we accept the teaching of the Word of God, Christ’s
work was finished, accomplished, non-repeatable and once and for
all. Let’s see how that works. 2 Cor. 5:21 presents the gospel in a
nutshell: “For God made Him who knew no sin to become sin that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
Christ was made to be counted as a vile sinner on the cross,
bearing the sins of all of His people. In exchange, believing sinners
would be counted as righteous as Christ because they received
Christ’s righteousness as a free gift.
God now can take believing sinners to heaven because their
sins have all be atoned for by Christ on the cross and Christ’s record
of perfect righteousness is counted to the believing sinner. A full
atonement was made for each and every sin of God’s people; there
is no outstanding warrant for any believer’s sin, it has all been paid
for. There is no lack of righteousness on the believer’s part because
God now counts the believing sinner as righteous as Christ.
Perhaps this illustration from the world of money will help.
Should bad investments and loose care of my bank account and
credit cards land me in horrible debt (say $100,000), over and above
my house payment and car payment, I am in a terrible place.
Through a series of odd circumstances, the Walton family of
Wal-Mart fame find out about my debt and be strangely moved
to help and write me a check for $100,000, I would not be a rich
man. I would be penniless. $100,000 gift minus $100,000 debt =
Zero. I am qualified to be a street person, homeless and without
resources.
That is what it is like for those who only hear that Christ
died for their sins but never hear of and rely upon His imputed
righteousness. They are right with God but often live an
See Commentary, page 18
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IRBS: The Great Commission and the Seminary
By Dr. James M. Renihan

Jesus’ words, spoken just prior to His
ascension to heaven are familiar to us: “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matt. 28:18-20, ESV). Similar sayings are
recorded in Mark 16:15 ff., Luke 24:47 ff.,
John 20:21 ff., and Acts 1: 4 ff.
Each of these commands, given as
our Lord is enthroned at the right hand
of his Father, calls us to action. Jesus
instructs his church to spread the good
news of forgiveness of sins, baptize those
who believe, and bring them into the local
assembly. It’s an awesome task. And yet he
doesn’t leave his people to themselves and
their own strength. His claim of universal
authority assures us that he participates
directly with us. He never leaves us nor
forsakes us. And to accomplish this task, he
provides us with two gifts, the Holy Spirit,
and gospel ministers.
In all the Great Commission texts,
our Savior emphasizes the promise and
presence of the Holy Spirit.
In Mark 16, the works of the Spirit
accompany the apostles as they declare the
message of salvation.
In Luke 24, Jesus says “I am
sending the promise of my Father upon
you.” His words in John’s Gospel describe
the Spirit’s role in the personal application
of the Good news, for the Spirit is the one
who brings forgiveness, and in Acts 1, the
Spirit is the promised source of power for
those who preach.
The believers in Jerusalem did not
wait long, for in Acts 2 the Spirit descended
upon the young church. Peter’s words are
striking: “Being therefore exalted at the
right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing.” It is the
ascended Christ, from his place of supreme
honor and power, who grants the Spirit to

his people.
God’s promises never fail, and this is
a promise we must rely upon. From the
right hand of God, Jesus gives the Spirit to
his church so that the work of preaching,
baptizing and discipling might succeed.
The Holy Spirit is the gift of his ascension.
There is another gift the ascended Lord
Christ provides to his church. When Paul
writes of the exaltation of Jesus, he states
“When he ascended on high he led a host
of captives, and he gave gifts to men. …
And he gave apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints, for
the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ …” (Eph. 4:8, 11-12). The
Great Commission is the command from
heaven, the Holy Spirit is the divine power
granted to the church, and ministers are the
instruments of accomplishing this work.
The ministry is a gift of his ascension.
Jesus Christ himself chooses some men to
serve him as ambassadors of peace, hope
and forgiveness. From the place of supreme
authority, he sends men.
It may be that sometimes we forget or
neglect this connection between Christ’s
heavenly lordship and our task on earth. If
we do this, we deprive ourselves of a great
argument in prayer. We must ask the Lord
to fulfill his purpose by sending men.
When he chooses men to serve in the
ministry, he also commands that they be
well-trained. In 2 Tim. 1-2, Paul makes
this point very clear. As an apostle, he
was appointed by the risen Christ to be
an instrument of bringing the life-giving
message to Gentiles (1:11), and Timothy
(1:13, 2:2) received a similar commission
and training from Paul.
Timothy, then, is to prepare the next
generation of faithful, chosen men, who
themselves continue the task by preparing
the next generation, and so on until Jesus
returns. And if we endure, “we shall reign
with him” (2:12).
Each generation of ministers is a gift
of the ascended Christ.
In the Winter 2017 ARBCA Update,
we wrote about Gamaliel and his role

in training Paul. A sound theological
seminary follows this Scriptural pattern and
accomplishes the same role. It receives the
men given by Jesus Christ and recognized
by His church, and provides them with the
knowledge of Scripture and theology they
need to bring the gospel to the lost, and to
build up believers in the church.
This is an incredibly important part of
the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
Jesus ascends to heaven, sends the Holy
Spirit to the church, gives gifted men to his
people, and these men are prepared for their
service in obedience to the Word of God.
Will you help us as we seek to prepare
men to fulfill the Great Commission?
There are many things you can do as IRBS
Theological Seminary moves towards
opening classes in 2018.
You can pray for us, that we may rely
on Christ’s heavenly promise and power;
that we will serve the Lord with vigor; that
He will give us godly and gifted men to
train.
Please pray that the Lord will provide
our financial needs as we move forward.
You can help us by supporting the Institute
of Reformed Baptist Studies through
smile.amazon.com. Or you may contribute
through our secure webpage, irbsseminary.
org/donate/.
Perhaps you have a skill you would like
to donate to us? Tell others about our work,
and send us men to be trained in this great
work. We need everyone in our Association
to join in this cause. We want to be faithful
to the Lord’s command and do our part in
obeying the Great Commission.
He commands the church to preach
the gospel, baptize and make disciples. He
ascended into heaven, and now sits at the
right hand of God the Father almighty. He
gives the Spirit, and he sends men. How
often do we think about this wonderful
combination?
Our Lord Jesus Christ not only
commands the church to preach the gospel,
but he also provides the power and the
instruments to accomplish the task!
What a wonderful Master we have.
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“Many are the plans in the mind of a
man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that
will stand” (Prov. 19:21). Or, in the words of
Cornelius Van Til: “History has a meaning
because of God’s counsel behind it”.
This fact is good to be kept in mind as
life is so unpredictable. As we sail in the
midst of the ocean of circumstances of our
life and ministry, our greatest comfort is to
know that God is sovereignly carrying out
His plan.
In brief:

The Perrons

<raymondperron47@gmail.com>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Montreal

After a difficult period, my co-elder
Denis Pepin left the church along with
another couple; the man was occasionally
involved in the preaching at our church
plant in Montreal. However, we are
encouraged to see young people visiting
quite regularly.
We have been particularly thankful for
Guillaume Bourin’s coming after finishing
his master’s degree at Southwestern
Baptist Seminary. He was supposed to be
in Montreal for a four- month internship,
but he had to go back to France for few
months.
During that period, he will investigate
all the procedures for immigration to
Canada with his future wife. He has done a
masterful job during the two months he has
been involved in Montreal.
He has been getting along very well
with people and adapting easily to the
culture. We pray that, God willing, he will
come back shortly and resume his ministry
in our Montreal church plant. We also thank
our sister church in Mansfield, Texas, for
their precious collaboration and help in this
matter.
As Guillaume had to leave, we needed
to find someone to take over in Montreal in
the meanwhile.
In God’s providence, a 60-year-old
pastor, very much in agreement with our
theology, has accepted this responsibility.
As this was written, he was to start on
an interim basis at the beginning of

With Baruch Maoz during his summer visit.
September through the end of October. The
congregation will then decide if they keep
him in this interim or if we have to look for
another solution until Guillaume’s return.
On Sunday, Aug. 6, after our worship,
we had a church barbecue in a park in
Montreal. On this occasion we had the
joy of having our beloved brother Baruch
Maoz with us, accompanied by his foster
daughter Katia and Felix, her husband.
It was so good have this time with
Baruch, who kindly agreed to bring a short
message that has been greatly appreciated.

Quebec City

Église réformée baptiste de la Capitale:
In June, one of our deacons’ wife passed
away after fighting cancer for over two
years. She was very much loved by the
congregation and her death has left an
empty hole in the church. Her husband is
doing well dealing with the circumstance
as he looks to the Lord to fill the hole left in
his heart by his wife’s departure.
We had the pain of seeing two young
families leaving the church for different
Perrons, page 7

6

ARBCA Update

RBMS missions around the world
After a total of eight years in the deserts
of California and Nevada, my family and I
moved on to the greener pastures of Little
Rock, Ark. in mid-June.
Lukas, 3, has known nothing but heat,
sand and rock for his entire life, and is
excited to be in a place with grass, trees and
water where he can play outside. We took
five days to travel from Las Vegas to Little
Rock and arrived on base on Saturday,
June 24, worshiped with the new chapel
community on the 25th, and began work on
the 26th.
In addition to the change of scenery,
the change of staff is also welcomed. The
chapel here has three active-duty chaplains
on staff and three chaplain assistants.
The staff here is mutually committed to
serving the airmen of Little Rock Air Force
base and just in the short time we have been
on station has done five outreach events for
our airmen, one resiliency retreat for our
Marines on base, and one deployed family
dinner (see photo at right) which served
over 260 family members of deployed
airmen.
As part of my new duties, I have been
assigned to pastor our Protestant worship
service.
Currently, the service is averages about
110 people per Sunday, runs two Sunday
School classes, one mid-week study, and
one ladies sewing ministry.
Our prayer for the next year is that our
outreach to the on-base community would
increase and that more active-duty families
would join the chapel.
To help us achieve this goal, we are
adding two women’s studies starting this
fall, hosting the local Cub Scout troop at
the chapel as a way to reach families, and
we are starting a homeschool co-op to reach
Christian homeschool families on base.
Speaking of homeschooling, Janet and the
kids continue to do well. Elisa, 13, started
eighth grade this year, Caleb, 12, started
seventh, and Katelyn, 10, began fifth
grade.
They are enjoying the new base

The Stoleys

Joshua, Janet, Elisa, Caleb, Katelyn and Lukas
<Joshua.Stoley@gmail.com>
129 Alabama Drive
Jacksonville, FL 72026

Chaplain, USAF

community and have come to like the onbase lake, biking trails, and bowling alley
(a favorite of Caleb’s).
Janet’s pregnancy is going well and
she is now in her second trimester. We did
find out the gender of our new child (sorry,
she swore me to secrecy), and actually
came to an agreement on a name, which is
a first for us!
For all four other children we did not
settle on a name until the day we left the
hospital.
On the horizon for this fall, we are
looking to really focus, as I mentioned
above, on reaching out to families and
spouses on base.
By the time you read this, we will be
hosting a parent/child event where we will

work with the Arts and Craft Center on base
to provide an evening outing for parents to
create artwork with their kids. In addition,
we will offer teaching on parenting and
family issues for military families.
We are also looking to add a mid-week
marriage class that members and their
spouses can attend to learn communication,
conflict resolution, and other useful skills.
As another avenue for ministry
outreach, I am partnering with several
Baptist churches, both locally and
statewide, to provide a community outreach
in October.
The churches offered to come out
and host a cookout with family activities.
See Stoleys, page 8
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We continue to pray for a pastor for the
La Alborada congregation in Bogotá.
As we pray, we also have a program
of formal studies instituted in and by the
church for training men in Bible, doctrine,
and the living out of God’s will in every
area of life.
Carlos Rocha, one of the deacons in the
San José de Bavaria church, is coordinating
this program under the supervision of
Pastor Antonio Orjuela. Carlos could also
be called an elder, although officially he is
not that yet.
Twenty
men
from
the
two
congregations are enrolled. The materials
being used in the courses are mostly
videos from another program in the
past sponsored by the Reformed Baptist
Seminary of Easley, S.C., and coordinated
by Guillermo Gómez, pastor of the Castilla
Reformed Baptist Church of Bogotá, a
congregation that began under the ministry
of La Alborada some years ago. Carlos is
also offering a course for Sunday School
teachers that includes ladies and men who
are not considering the possibility of the
pastorate for themselves.
A principal reason for seeking someone
of our own congregation to be our pastor is
the tendency within the Reformed Baptist
movement in Colombia to such varied
opinions on secondary matters of doctrine
and practice that calling a pastor from
outside our own local “tradition” runs the
risk of needlessly introducing confusion.
Of course, we are well aware that
running this risk is often necessary, and that
in the final analysis, we must rest confident
that the Lord is wise and able to care for
His people in spite of our precautions and
mistakes. We must call upon Him for His
wisdom and mercy as He is the head of His
church.
The former paragraphs are to ask
your continued prayer for a pastor for La
Alborada, and also to ask your prayers for
the unity of the Reformed church here.
National politics is also a scene of
much confusion, something that is true in

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

some degree in every nation - unless tyranny
reigns. There is still much uncertainty in
Colombia as to how the peace accords
signed by the government and the Armed
Revolutionary Forces of Colombia in
December of last year will play out.
Enormous sums of money have
been either spent or promised to the
implementation of these accords, and this
is a reality at a time when the economic
situation is anything but prosperous.
To confuse matters more, other active
leftist movements still exist, a variety of
criminal armed bands sow fear, and hardly
a day passes without the announcement of
some new discovery of public corruption.
The man in charge of the government
anti-corruption efforts was denounced by
some agency of the USA of being himself
corrupt. This past week two Supreme Court
justices and a senator were accused of the
same.
Still, the Gospel of God’s saving grace
is being preached, and the churches are
growing, although slowly and often more

from believers of other churches coming
to ours, seeking a different doctrinal
orientation rather than via conversion to
Christ.
We pray for more conversions even as
we recognize and seek to repent of our fartoo-little and far-too-passionless preaching
of the Gospel.   
We’ve mentioned in the past that there
are other efforts of wider dimensions being
made for training pastors and others in the
reformed tradition. Pray for these, please.
Two seminaries function in the city
of Medellín, and one in Bogotá. Among
the three there are at least a hundred men
attending. And there are other smaller
efforts in other cities. Pray that these efforts
will progress academically and spiritually.
Pray that reformation may come to
the hundreds of “evangelical” churches in
every town and city of Colombia, and that
this divine blessing will be the means of
demonstrating the power of God with the
Gospel to an unbelieving world.

Perrons

been a blessing to see her back; some years
ago, she also came to live with us for some
time. During her stay she put her musical
gift to use as she was at the piano every
Sunday to accompany our congregation
singing.
At the end of August, we received a
young man I met in 2008 when I went to
preach in France. His name is Geoffrey
Meyer and he is studying in Strasbourg. In

From page 5

reasons. Both husbands were involved in
our Sunday school, so they will need to be
replaced. We have visitors almost every
Sunday and one or two families will likely
join our membership.
Our sister Carrie Knerr from Grace
Baptist Church in Carlisle came back to
visit us for the whole month of July. It has

See Perrons, page 8
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Stoleys
From page 6

This gives us a great opportunity to
use local and community resources
to help expand our on-base ministry.
We are also blessed to have several ordained
pastors in the chapel community.
One of the men feels led to teach an
evening study on the names of Christ in the
Bible. As the Lord leads, he will begin an
evening service this fall, in which he will
present the names of the Lord as revealed
from Genesis to Revelation.
Overall, the ministry here is one ripe
with opportunity. Please be in prayer that
the Lord would lead us as we seek to
build on the foundation here and make His
name known throughout our community.

From the desert of Nevada to ... this.

Perrons
From page 7

the course of his program he was proposed
a foreign mobility (mobilité à l’étranger)
and he chose Canada so that he will be with
us for eight or nine months as he will study
at Université Laval in Quebec City.

Nantes

After buying a building that they wholly
renovated, our church in Nantes (formerly
Lac Mégantic) will officially proceed to
the inauguration in October. I have been
invited to preach on that occasion. Pastor
Marcel Longchamps and his wife Lucie
remain very active and it seems that the
years have no impact on them.
Our association is planning a ministerial
meeting on Oct. 21 in St-Jérôme. Pastor
Pascal Denault would like to take the
occasion for having special presentation
in respect to the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation.		
Allow me to finish with a few prayer
requests:

The Montreal church enjoys a picnic together.
Pray for Guillaume Bourin who has to
finalize his decision to be the pastor of our
church in Montreal with all that is involved
with the immigration process for him and
his future wife.
My preparation as I have accepted
an invitation to teach missiology at

our new seminary in Texas. I have also
agreed to take the chair of Missiology and
Pastoral Theology at Faculté de théologie
évangélique in Montreal.
They have also asked me to teach
See Perrons, page 13
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In John 10:27 Jesus promises, “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me.”
This verse has been a great comfort
to me personally over the past months of
church planting.
The pressure to produce ear-catching
sermons is considerably lessened because
when Jesus speaks, his sheep will be able
to pick out the voice of their Savior over
the noise of the world.
The pressure to offer heart-penetrating
counsel is considerably lessened because
Christ knows the heart depths of every
one of his people.
The pressure to spiritually lead and
guide those whom God has brought to
our fellowship is considerably lessened
because Christ guarantees that his sheep
will follow him.
So, in one sense, the work here has
been very difficult and a very heavy
burden. On the other hand, the work has
been a real joy and delight because Christ
carries the heavy end of the load every
time and I need only point others to him.
The Lord continues to bless our
fellowship in many ways. We have
continued to study through Matthew’s
gospel on Sunday mornings and have
made it all the way to chapter 10.
These studies are interspersed with
evangelistic messages from the Old
Testament in order to balance the preaching
as well as to reach those unfamiliar with
the gospel.
In the afternoon, we are currently
studying the subject of Christ’s resurrection
power and its effect on the family from
Col. 3:18-21.
A large number of the individuals
who attend our worship did not grow up in
a Christian home and were not personally
shown how to raise godly families. In
addition, we have just under 20 little
children attending our services, as well as
a handful of teenagers, so the impact of
the gospel on home life is very relevant
for our folks.

The Beardmores
<abbeardy@yahoo.com>

Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan, Thomas

185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA
It has been a challenge to preach
this series in particular because the
various cultural backgrounds of our
regular attenders make quick-and-easy
application quite difficult. However, it
is amazing to see the flexibility of the
gospel in addressing each home in its own
context.
The more I get to know the lives of
those to whom I minister the more I am
convinced that Christ is the Savior of the
world and not only one race or people
group.
Another time of teaching has been
our Wednesday night prayer meetings.
The number of those who come ebbs and
flows (10-20 people) but David’s life has
been an exciting and interesting study
with plenty of room for good discussion.
It seems as if each week the folks who
regularly come grow more and more
comfortable with wrestling with the text
and trying to apply it within their own
lives.
We have learned to love Christ because
he is our Friend and our King. A more
systematic time of teaching takes place
on Sundays after the morning worship
service. We have almost completed our
studies on the Confession of Faith and are
now planning to go through some issues
related more directly to the content of our
church’s constitution. Lord willing, we
will be able to finish our studies in those
areas by November and constitute shortly
thereafter.
As with every church plant, we are

constantly in need of prayers on our
behalf.
One area in need of prayer is a
Sunday school hour for our children.
At the moment, we only have one extra
room for the children with an additional
option being the entry way just inside the
building. Of course, the latter option isn’t
ideal so please pray for wisdom as to how
to teach all of our children in a safe and
efficient manner.
Please pray also for those in attendance
who are wrestling with the doctrine and
direction of our fellowship. As with any
plant, there are those who enjoy some
aspects of our congregational life but are
not sure they agree with other aspects.
Please pray that those who finally
do commit to formal church membership
would do so with full confidence that our
church’s direction follows Christ’s own
directives laid out in the New Testament.
Also, thank the Lord that so many who
regularly attend are in full agreement with
the teaching and eager to press forward to
do great things for the Lord.
It is certainly easy to be pessimistic
and take note of every little point of
disagreement but the Lord has blessed our
fellowship with a real sense of unity and
cohesiveness that can only come through
the Spirit honoring the faithful teaching
of his word. Many of the people have
really grasped the essentials of the gospel
message and how that gospel operates
See Beardmores, page 13
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RBMS missions around the world
This quarterly report has a lot to do
with God’s providential kindness.
It was a blessing to be home for
several weeks, a period covering half of
June and most all of July.
The time home was longer than
expected by two weeks.
Two days before being set to return,
Sharon’s mother, Sally, was placed on
hospice care. The commander was quite
considerate, granting extended leave.
In the Lord’s charitable providence,
Sharon and I were able to join her
brothers and sister and spend Sally’s last
week of life on this earth with her. It was
a bittersweet experience.
Sally was 80. For the longest time
I knew her, Sally never wanted to talk
about God or the things of God. Three
years ago, with declining health, she
was placed in a nursing home. In another
instance of beneficent providence, Sally’s
roommate was a faithful Christian lady.
Sally ended up coming to trust in Christ
Jesus.
She started attending the chapel
services and Bible study, desired to read
God’s word, and spoke freely about
goodness of the Lord.
That last week of her life was a
difficult one, but we were so grateful
to the Lord for His grace in Sally’s life.
What a tremendous understatement.
How gracious the Savior is!
Now that I’ve returned to my
deployment, and have less than four
months remaining in country, my gaze
is beginning to focus on the upcoming
assignment.
That is natural for military personnel.
We go through an out-processing that
takes several months. It always includes
a multitude of administrative tasks, and
often includes more than one checklist.
Meanwhile, there is still work to do.
I’m continuing to perform many staff
officer duties, such as managing the test
control facility, overseeing the awards
program, and serving as the unit voting

ARBCA Chaplain
on deployment
USAF

assistance officer.
Of course, providing counseling
and conducting Bible study and worship
services are part and parcel of the routine.
Currently we have a small group studying
through J. I. Packer’s, “Knowing God.”
One of the attendees, M--- , is a Muslim
gentleman who also attends worship.
He reads the materials diligently, and
asks very pertinent questions. During
worship services I have been preaching
a series on The Apostles’ Creed, teaching
major doctrinal themes within the
limited time frame provided with this
assignment.
Attendance has dropped drastically
with the onset of summer, a time filled
with many assignment moves. Two
weeks ago there were nine in the service,
though there was a bit of a rebound this
past Sunday with 19.
There were a couple of new Embassy
families checking out the service, as well
as a believer from the Dutch Embassy.
Time will tell how many of them stay
(there are two other English-speaking
Protestant congregations in the area).
My goal is to load as much solid
biblical theology into the minds of these
folks with the time I have remaining.
The new assignment will be at Eglin AFB,
right next to Hurlburt Field in Florida.
The Lord has been quite merciful in
letting the family stay in the area with no
major disruptions.
Jenna will graduate from college next
spring, likely return, get married, and live
down the street. Jameson will probably be
able to finish college nearby while we are
there; and Jonathan will graduate from
the same high school at which he started.

Of course, Sharon will get to stay in
her native Florida for a few more years
and be near the beach.
I’ll be serving as the Chief of Eglin’s
Geographically Separated Units (GSU)
Ministry Branch, serving personnel who
find themselves assigned somewhere
within the 1,171 square miles of the
greater Eglin Test and Training Complex,
or up at Arnold AFB in Tennessee.
There will be a lot of travel involved,
obviously. I feel a sense of joyful
anticipation in returning as a Special
Operations unit chaplain and taking on a
supervisory role.
The Lord has also been kind in
ensuring that the “Report No Later Than”
(RNLT) date is set a few days before our
26th anniversary, and a couple of weeks
before Christmas.
It will be an incredible blessing to
finally be home for these special days
after missing them the past two years.
Please know that the letters, cards, and
packages have been very welcome during
this stay overseas.
More than these, as always, thank
you for your prayers.
NOTE: Thank you for helping to
provide personal safety and security for
our military members and their families
by not posting quarterly reports or prayer
requests on websites or blogs unless
protected in a private viewing status.

Hear G.A.
speakers!

Sermons from year’s
and previous
ARBCA General Assembly
keynote speakers and others
are available for download at
www.arbca.com/sermons.
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RBMS missions around the world
While the messengers of the ARBCA
churches were gathered for the GA, I had the
privilege of teaching pastors, students and
other young men at a Theological Studies
camp in Pune, India.
I taught alongside Stephen Turner, the
New Zealand Reformed Baptist pastor who
began these camps. I took as my theme
“Ministering with grace,” using parts of Jerry
Bridges book “The Discipline of Grace”
as a basis for exploring the outworking of
“grace” in different aspects of the pastor’s
life and ministry.
Twenty-seven men attended from a
number of different states and the teaching
from Stephen (on Romans 5-8) and myself
was well received. A similar camp was begun
by Stephen more than 25 years ago in South
India at Coonoor. For the past few years
this has been led by two other New Zealand
Reformed Baptist pastors, Mike Beck
(Wellington) and Nick Clevely (Timaru).
Both Mike and Nick were declined
visas to travel to India this year, so I found
myself unexpectedly making a second trip to
India to teach almost 50 men who had made
the commitment to attend the camp. The
Lord was very gracious to help me in my
weakness, sustaining me through the week,
providing sufficient copies of the book that
formed the basis for our studies (“Leading
with Love” by Alexander Strauch), and
giving wisdom and grace to deal with a
difficult problem among some of the men.
Between the military base and our
church I am mentoring a number of young
men using J. C. Ryle’s “Holiness” as a basis
for our discussions as well as Marshall and
Payne’s “The Trellis and the Vine.”
Some of my children have labored in
several locations in Europe and Asia and
we seek to strengthen church and home as
a launching platform and support network
to be used mightily by God.
My preaching and teaching have been
out of the books of Job and I Peter.
As I step away from the Navy

The Hugheses
<dafydds1@gmail.com>

Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
P.O. Box 246
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND
Thank you for your prayers!
It was a great privilege and blessing to
have Dr. Fred Malone return to Crosspoint
Church in July to teach at our School of
Theology. This was his second visit, and he
presented his newly prepared course on “The
Pastoral Ministry” to the 19 men, for many
of whom this is a highlight in their year.
On a personal note, recent weeks have
given us a wonderful reminder of the tender
care and wonderful provision of our heavenly
Father. To cut a long and complicated story
short, I received notice that I would be laid
off from my part-time secular employment at
the end of August due to “restructuring” and
Maria received an invitation to an informal
interview for a job she had not applied for,
was offered the position, and will begin work
the week after my employment ceases!
Her position has a fixed term, which
will end in March, but we are grateful to God
for his provision and timing.
During this period I will supervise our

children’s home-schooling, and should be
able to give more time and energy to the
work of the ministry than I have been able
to do recently. Please join us in praising
God for his loving-kindness and pray for
guidance as we use this time to plan and
prepare for the future.
In the midst of all these planned and
unplanned events of recent months, the church
has continued in good heart and evident love
for Christ and his people. Please continue to
pray for the children and young people who
are showing interest in the gospel; pray also
for families who are adjusting to changing
circumstances of various kinds, each with
their joys and/or challenges.
Thank you all once again for your
kind messages of encouragement, faithful
prayers, and generous support. We think of
you and pray for you in the diversity of your
needs: our loving Father knows them all and
will supply according to his wisdom, grace
and power.

The Joyners

<thejoynerfamily@gmail.com>
Patrick, Rhonda, Audrey, Jordan,
Maggie, Noah, Laurel Anna,
Mary M’Cheyne
6905 FM 2738, Burles, TX 76028

Chaplain

Chaplaincy in March of 2018, we look to
God for fields of useful labors and would

appreciate your prayers in this next step for
us.
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The congregation of the San Tan Reformed Baptist Church meets on a recent Lord’s Day.

Church Planting: San Tan celebrates first year
By Frank Urquidez
and Robert Holmes

Greetings from San Tan Reformed
Baptist Church located in beautiful and
sunny Arizona.
We declare with the Psalmist in Ps.
48:1: “Great is the Lord and greatly to be
praised.”
We continue to be amazed at our God’s
goodness to us as a young church plant.
The Lord weekly continues to shower us
with blessings that leave us in awe of our
God.
We are so grateful for all the ARBCA
and non-ARBCA churches who continue
to lift us up in prayer on a consistent basis.
Please know that our God is answering
your prayers. So please continue to pray
that God’s kingdom will continue to
advance forward in our small but ever
growing community.
It is hard to believe that on Sept. 4
we celebrated the one-year anniversary of
our beginning morning services at Frances
Brandon-Pickett Elementary School.
Due to the 4th being on a Monday, we
held a special service on Sept. 3 to praise
our God for his great grace delivered to
us. Our brother in the Lord, Pastor Bob
Curley from the ARBCA Church Planting

Committee and Pastor at Emmanuel
Reformed Baptist Church in Georgetown,
Texas, preached our anniversary service.
The service was followed by a most
glorious spread of all sorts of wonderful
food and deserts. We desired to use the
entire day to rejoice in our God for what
He has done.
As you can see by the photo
accompanying this report, we have
been growing in number. We have been
averaging around 60 each Lord’s Day.
What is even more encouraging is that we
have seen around 60 percent return for our
evening prayer service.
The 67 who attend represent roughly
27 families. We had one family recently
join the membership and we currently have
a few others who desire to join.
When our first service began last
September, a family attended who came
only because their parents invited them
and persuaded them to come. That family
has been faithfully attending ever since and
we have seen a wonderful work of grace in
their hearts.
They believe that the Lord has recently
saved them and now desire to follow Him
in believer’s baptism. Please pray for Tim
and Laurie Roberts, that they will continue

to grow in their faith. We plan to begin
baptismal classes with them.
We are also so encouraged to hear and
see what seems to be our God moving in
the midst of our children.
Recently, my youngest daughter
Elizabeth has confessed Christ as savior
and desires to be baptized. I am currently
walking her through a study on baptism
and Lord willing she will be baptized at
our next baptismal service at our sending
church Grace Covenant Church.
Four other children have approached
the pastors and have asked to be baptized
as well. Please pray that their faith is
genuine and that they also can follow the
Lord in baptism.
Not only has the Lord blessed us
numerically and what appears to be a
moving of His Spirit among us in saving
souls but we have also experienced great
unity. When others have come to visit they
have spoken of the love demonstrated to
them as visitors but also they see the love
one for another. Please pray that we would
continue to enjoy season upon season of
the saints walking in love and unity.
We look forward to hopefully
See San Tan, page 13
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Church Planting: Valley City church now Pilgrims RBC
Greetings in the name of Christ!
We thank and praise the Lord for your
continued financial and prayerful support
of Pilgrims Reformed Baptist Church (our
new name), and ask that you continue to
pray for the gospel to advance in Valley
City, ND.
This past summer has been spent
making the proper updates/changes to our
building in preparation for Sunday services
to begin on Sept. 24 (Lord willing). New
fans and lights have been installed in
various places in the building. Plans are set
for new drywall and carpet to be installed
in the fellowship hall. And a church work
day has been scheduled to deep clean the
sanctuary.
Please pray that we would be able to
accomplish all these tasks that are in front

of us.
We were also able to present the
church to the community at an event in
Valley City called Crazy Daze, in July.
There seemed to be some genuine interest
among the people we spoke to. Please pray
that the conversations we had would spill
over into people visiting the church. The
local newspaper also recently published an
article about the church, including when
services will begin.
Every Tuesday the core group meets
for prayer and fellowship. And every
Thursday there is a Bible study on the
book of Hebrews at the church. While
we wait for services to begin in Valley
City, the core group continues to attend
and be encouraged by the fellowship of
Community Baptist Church in Fargo. I

have been preaching a series of sermons
on the fundamentals of church planting in
the morning at Community Baptist over the
past several weeks.
If you would like to keep track of all
the happenings you can find us on Facebook
@pilgrimsrbc. We are still working on the
website, but you will soon be able to find us
at PilgrimsrRBC.com.
Please continue to pray that:
n God would open a door for the
word in Valley City.
n    God would bring visitors to the
church once services begin.
n God would give us opportunities to
share our faith with unbelievers.
n   God would enable PRBC to be a
blessing to the community.

San Tan

n That God would protect our families
against the attacks of the evil one;
n That God would grant us boldness
as we stand against error and as we witness
to those in our community;
n For a family in much need of
comfort and grace. They face serious legal
charges causing much fear therefore they
desperately need God’s mercy; and

n That those desiring to be baptized
would grow in their faith;
n Also, please pray for Sam Allen,
who is suffering from lung disease and
will eventually need to make decisions
regarding possible lung replacement.
Thank you for your continued prayers
and support as we seek to further His
Kingdom here in San Tan Valley, Ariz.

Perrons

Beardmores

Apologetics, but as I write this, I have
not given them an answer yet. I am also
scheduled to teach a course on Hermeneutics
here in Quebec City.
Nicolas James Paradis from our church
in Montreal as he is starting heological
training. Pray for his schedule as he has to
work part-time as well as taking care of his
8-year-old son.
“Pray the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest.”
“Let the favor of the Lord our God
be upon us, and establish the work of our
hands upon us; yes, establish the work of
our hands! ” (Ps 90:17)

within a local church setting.
Each Lord’s Day morning there
is a real sense of expectation and even
excitement as the word is preached that
cannot be attributed to anything else but
hearing Christ’s voice.
The realization that the excitement
must be spiritual is especially the case
since I lead a capella singing from the old
Trinity hymnal!
Thank you for all of your many
prayers. Christ continues to build his
church and we know what the outcome
will be even if our own local assembly fails
to accomplish what we have planned.

From page 12

constituting in 2018 but we currently are
still a very small and fragile congregation.
We have so many people from various
backgrounds who need to grow in faith and
the knowledge of our Savior.
Continue to pray for us that we will
continue to seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness and we would desire
nothing else but for God to show us His
glory.
Here are a few specific requests we
would ask that you join us in praying:
n That God will assist the pastors
to be obedient to Christ and shepherd the
sheep in a biblical way;
n That the saints would be edified
through the preached word and that sinners
would be transformed;
n That God would continue to grant
us unity in the body of Christ;
n That God would assist us as we
look to the future of being a constituted
church;
n That God would grant us wisdom,
when we do constitute, to select godly
elders and deacons;

From page 8

From page 9
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Church Planting: Lookout Mt. eager for students’ return
Greetings to all our brothers and sisters
in Christ, and to those who labor alongside
us for the glory of God and the spread
of the gospel, from all the saints here in
Lookout Mountain at Christ Reformed
Baptist Church.
As I write, we are preparing to
welcome back more than a dozen Covenant
College students who have been away for
the summer.
Most of these young men and women
have stayed in touch with us, visited
occasionally when passing through town,
and have even continued to support our
church financially. We are greatly looking
forward to their return, and to how the
Lord will use them for His glory during this
school year.
Additionally,
several
incoming
freshmen have expressed a desire to be
a part of our church during their time at
Covenant. It has been a joy to meet them
and their parents, and to see their desire to
commit to a local church while in college.
Please pray that God would pour out
His wisdom on us as we seek to minister to
these young adults at such a critical point
in their lives. This summer we’ve seen our
average attendance drop noticeably, but not
as drastic as anticipated.
In May, a friend of the church
purchased and installed a permanent sign
outside our building, and since then we
have seen visitors every single Lord’s Day.
The Lord has also seen fit to add several
new folks to our congregation, including
two who have recently applied for church
membership. Thus, our summer average
of 30 in attendance has been encouraging.
And our official membership could be as
high as 20 by early fall.
While we’ve been a much smaller
group this summer, the peace and unity of
our congregation has grown tremendously.
We have seen an increase in our people’s
love for one another, involvement in each
other’s lives, and faithfulness in attendance
to worship, prayer meetings and Bible
studies.
And we’ve also seen others mature
in their understanding of God’s word
and Reformed theology. For this we give

A service at Christ Reformed Baptist Church of Lookout Mountain, Tenn.
thanks to God, as we witness how He
works powerfully through His word in the
means of grace.
But although we are encouraged in our
progress, disappointments have also come,
and we ask for your continued prayers.
Two of our founding members recently
resigned their membership due to doctrinal
differences. This has been difficult for our
small congregation, but thankfully it has
not affected anyone else.
Also, the age disparity continues to be
evident. Of the 50 or so that make up our
core group of regular attenders, all but six
are under the age of 30.
We desperately need older saints to
minister and teach the younger in our
congregation. And we long for the Lord to
bring in or raise up additional officers to
serve alongside Pastor Nathan, as caring
for 50 souls is quite the task.

Ministry-wise, we continue making
our way through the Gospel of John in
morning worship. The Sunday School hour
has been devoted to the study of the biblical
and reformed doctrine of worship. And we
have a Sunday evening prayer meeting and
a mid-week bible study as well.
All of these are well-attended. Our
outreach at this point consists of a ministry
at the local assisted living home, where
once a month we visit and hold a time of
singing, prayer, and preaching to those who
are too sick or elderly to attend church.
Please ask the Lord in prayer to bless
these efforts to minister and spread His
glorious gospel.
We thank God for all of our sister
churches, and brothers and sisters of likeminded faith. Thank you for your continued
prayers, support and encouragment.
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Church Planting: The advance of confessionalism
By Matthew Vincent

“A man may die, nations may rise and
fall, but an idea lives on.”
President John F. Kennedy made this
statement at an address given in Greenville,
N.C., in 1963 and it provokes an important
question: How does an idea live on? How
do we get an important idea to live past the
death of the first generation that held it and
treasured it?
In his article “How to Preserve
Institutional Knowledge” for the Harvard
Business Review, Ron Ashkenas writes of
the struggle faced by a business that had
captured an idea (simplification), but was
in danger of losing it as a new generation
arose to handle the business.
They agreed with the idea. They
wanted to “reduce complexity.” But they
were in danger of losing an idea. The idea
was going to die if they did not take active,
purposeful steps to pass it down to the next
generation.
Ashkenas says: “In this day and age
of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia,
everyone knows that an individual’s
memory is fragile. What we often don’t
recognize is that organizational memory
is much the same and if we don’t actively
preserve it, we put ourselves at risk.”
If the idea of confessionalism – full
subscription to the Confession in formal
association – is to survive the death of the
first generation that rediscovered it, then
we must actively preserve it.
This essay is not about what the Holy
Spirit is able to do. It is about our love
for our neighbor and our obligation to the
generations of Christians that follow us.
While there are myriad tools at our disposal
for the communication of an idea from
generation to generation, there is only one
method that has weathered the test of time
and continues to serve other confessional
Christians: a seminary.
The Reformed Baptist movement
must put its heart and mind to the task of
building a seminary that will preserve the
idea of confessionalism. A seminary will
advance confessionalism by providing a
vital mechanism of transmission beyond a
single generation.

It will accomplish this in two ways.
First, it will provide a purposeful arena for
the explicit transfer of this idea. Seminaries
do this naturally. When a student attends a
seminary he is brought into a conversation
that has been going on for at least 2,000
years. He learns from the great men of
church history what works and what does
not in relation to the truth of the Bible.
In this way a young man who desires
the office of elder is safeguarded from
isolation, a breeding ground for error. The
faculty of a Reformed Baptist seminary will
provide not only this conversation, along
with imparting their own experience, but
also the benefits and reasons for having and
using the Second London Confession, along
with the true nature of confessionalism and
associationalism.
The mere transfer of information lacks
the ability to safeguard confessionalism
from one generation to the next. This
is because the nature of the church is
spiritual, (2LCF 26.1 & 27.1) and so the
need must be met in a spiritual way. The
church mediates the memory of the faith to
the next generation.
In this task the seminary serves as
an important helper to the church; as a
deacon helps an elder, if you will. If the
church is the pillar and ground of the
truth, then the seminary is the handmaiden
who helps communicate the memory of
confessionalism and associationalism to
the next generation.
A seminary does this by drawing
from and giving back resources to local
churches and by adhering to a confession.
Local churches provide support in terms of
students, faculty, funds, and prayer. In turn,
they receive back more educated members
and, as God prospers, men for the ministry.
It’s the common confession that provides
unity.
This kind of work is more than any one
congregation can accomplish on its own.
It requires a unified doctrinal position,
along with a willingness to sacrifice for the
good of one another and participate in the
common maintenance of confessionalism.
The spiritual health of each local church
contributes to the spiritual health of the

seminary.
In this way a mutually beneficial
relationship forms, providing a necessary
piece of maintaining confessionalism. A
seminary, then, will provide an institution
that preserves the idea. When one
generation dies and goes to dwell in the
presence of Christ, the next generation will
not be left wondering how confessionalism
works (or left trying to fit the pieces of
confessionalism back together by poring
through written sources and archived
emails), but will have seen it lived out in
front of them through classroom instruction,
preaching, and the conduct of delegates to
General Assemblies.
Secondly, a seminary will play a vital
role in maintaining confessionalism by
providing a growing cadre of men for the
planting and care of churches. We must
recognize this: Without churches there
is no one to be confessional and there is
no one to support a seminary and there
is no one to support the planting of more
churches. Without planting more churches
in large metropolitan areas, the project of
confessionalism and the modern Reformed
Baptist movement dies – barring the
intervention of the Spirit, of course.
We meet our obligation to the truth
and to succeeding generations by planting
more confessional churches that commit
themselves to a faithful maintenance of the
truth summarized in the 2LCF. This includes
a commitment to formal association and
provides local churches of any size with the
doctrinal boundaries necessary for ongoing
ministry beyond a single generation.
The demonic call of moral relativism
that holds our culture and our neighbors
in thrall will not be defeated by a unity
without gospel truth. A confession is the
best human means to reinforce and buttress
gospel truth.
The gospel doesn’t need a confession;
we need a confession because we are weak.
The church won’t fall, but local churches
are full of weak men and women who need
the iron fiber of confessionalism to preserve
them from sin and Satan and the world.
See Planting, page 18
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Cuba

reflected this general pattern, while at the
same time each one contained men at all
three of the different stages and, each time,
a few men who had no interest whatsoever
in coming to Reformed theology but just
wanted to be at a conference.
The encouragement is that when we
see the new men, we also see the men that
are down the road in their understanding.
Furthermore, it is encouraging, because
while Daniel planted initially many years
ago, and Don has been watering for many
years, but also doing some of his own
planting, and now Jatniel is watering
but yet continuing to plant, and we see
growth.
This God-given growth is so similar
to what we see with growth in plants and
children and other things. For those that are
directly involved, the growth is seemingly
so slow that you almost do not realize there
is growth.
But at the same time for those of us
who are watching from a distance and
popping in and popping out and do not see
the labors, just the milestones, we can see
that God truly is growing His church in
Cuba.
Mixed into this overall event was the

From page 1

past years.
The Reformed Baptist work in
Cuba in large part began many years ago
with Daniel Perez. While attending the
Caribbean Graduate School of Theology in
Jamaica, he discovered the Banner of Truth
and began to study. Through the Banner, he
also came into contact with David Straub
and Oscar Bloise, who helped further his
journey.
Daniel, in many ways, is the planter of
Reformed Baptist work in Cuba, moving
to his present location and starting the
association there 20 years ago.
RBMS, through David Straub, was
involved almost from the beginning and
for a few years various men would work
with Daniel. While the work has involved
many men through the years, 15 years ago
Don Lindblad started working with Daniel
to help spread the gospel in Cuba. For the
past 15 years,
Don has been going down to Cuba
approximately twice a year to preach
at various conferences, churches, and
conventions with an eye towards the
advancement of the Gospel and reformed
theology.
More recently, Daniel’s son Jatniel
has become the driving force from coast
to coast in Cuba, striving to see Reformed
theology spread even further. These three
men have been used in different ways and
with different gifts, and different tasks. But
each has been faithful in the task that he
has been given and with the aid of many
others both from the Caribbean, the United
States, and elsewhere, Reformed theology
and the Gospel is growing in the nation of
Cuba.
The specific trip that we took was
one of the more aggressive ones that have
been made as far as number and spread of
conferences.
We participated in six conferences, five
of them general conferences that focused
on reforming the church – commemorating
the anniversary of the Reformation, and
the sixth beginning what is hoped to be the
start of many conferences going through
our Confession of Faith. This year we

Jatniel Perez, left, presents a Bible to a seminary student.
looked at some introductory matters and
chapters one and two.
What was interesting about this trip
and this series of conferences was that
they, in large part, reflected the history of
Reformed Baptists in Cuba.
The trip started on the very western
end of Cuba and then we worked our way
across holding five conferences across the
breadth of Cuba. We finished with the last
two conferences in the region where Daniel
and Jatniel minister.
The first conference, in Pinar del Rio,
was primarily to pastors who are new or
even completely unfamiliar with reformed
theology.
While a couple of the men had been
to Jatniel’s seminary, most had very little
knowledge of Reformed theology.
For a couple, this is the first time they
had ever heard of it. They were coming from
Pentecostal and Arminian backgrounds.

As we moved eastward across the country,
each successive conference contained
more and more reformed men.
The final conference was the smallest,
but it was the men who make up the local
Reformed Baptist Association there in the
Holguin area of Cuba.
What we were able to observe there
was, in a way, a microcosm of the years of
ministry in Cuba. The slow and steady work
that has been taking place for many years,
bringing men from a weak understanding
of the Gospel into a robust understanding
of the Gospel in theology.
There are always men at different
stages – those who are hearing for the
first time, those who are growing in
their understanding, and those who are
committed to Reformed theology.
These various conferences, overall,
See Cuba, page 17
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fruit of Don’s many years of ministering at
the youth conferences in Cuba. For many
years he was able to minister to a variety
of young people at a conference hosted by
a denomination that is not Reformed but
invited Don to come and teach.
At various stops along the way,
especially in the middle of the island,
where we were closest to the conference
grounds, several young men approached
Don and thanked him for his ministry and
let him know that they were committed to
Reformed theology and going out to plant
Reformed Baptist churches in Cuba.
Again, this is a wonderful providence
as for many years the Gospel was faithfully
proclaimed, but there were great questions
as to whether there was any growth or
increase from it. But now we see the fruit.

The Present

While there is great encouragement
over what the Lord has done in the past
years in Cuba, there is, at the same time,
a reminder that in the present there is still
much that is needed.
Don and I spoke on parallel topics of
church governance and church discipline,
both of us dealing in part with Matt. 18.
At the very first conference, having
dealt with a few issues, some questions
began to be asked.
It very quickly became apparent that
many of the men had a very faulty view of
church discipline that saw discipline as a
punitive act to punish offenders by kicking
them out of the church for a set period,
based upon the seriousness of the sin. In
fact, we met one man whose church had
banned him for life even though he was
repentant and had done everything he could
to bring about true restoration.
As the conferences then continued, we
found this to be a constant theme throughout
and so we had to spend much of our time
dealing with biblical church discipline.
This is an important reminder that
while the Lord is doing great things, there
are still great needs. Good biblical teaching
is still not widespread, and even good books
are frequently not available in Spanish or to
take down to Cuba.

Work progresses on a dormitory for the seminary.
As such, it is important that we as
an association continue our support and
encouragement to the churches in Cuba.

The Future

One of the great tools that has been
provided to the churches in Cuba is a
seminary hosted by Jatniel. This seminary
is an officially recognized seminary by the
nation and it is able to help train pastors
across the breadth of Cuba.
It is not a continually operating
seminary; the pastors come in for two
weeks at a time to study before returning to
their own towns and churches. Of course,
only studying two weeks at a time is still
limiting in how much they will be able to
train, but at least over time, many men can
be trained to help further their theological
understanding.
The official recognition by the
government of Cuba is important as it gives
the seminary the ability to function freely,
while at the same time the government
itself is encouraging them to improve their
facilities and further the institution.
Over the next few months, they will be
continuing building projects, and there will

be decisions to make about other projects.
Much prayer is needed for wisdom as
well as finances to see these projects
accomplished. But it is the hope and prayer
that through these, that which has been
planted will continue to be watered, and
the growth that is being seen in Cuba will
continue exponentially.
As you pray, remember Daniel and
Jatniel as they minister in Cuba. Pray for
Don as he continues to go down to Cuba,
for John Giarrizzo, who will be going with
Don this fall, as well as the various pastors
across the country.
Pray for the pastors at their various
levels of understanding. For those who have
committed themselves to our confession
and Reformed theology, pray for them and
their commitment and for the churches. For
those who were beginning to learn, pray
that they would continue to grow. And for
those who have not yet been reached pray
for the efforts of Jatniel as he seeks to plant
churches across Cuba and very soon in
Havana itself.
But also pray about how our churches
can be involved as we seek to spread the
Gospel.
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impoverished life. BUT for the sake of
illustration, should the Walton family give
me $1,000,000,000 (a billion dollars or
1,000 million dollars), my negative debt
would be totally gone and I would have
a huge, unspendable positive balance.
The perfect righteousness of Christ is the
believing sinner’s righteousness for ever
and ever (Heb. 10:10, 14).
What do you do with a finished work,
a perfect work?
Well, for one, you can’t improve upon
a perfect gift; by definition it’s perfect.
Writer and former pastor Arthur Pink tells
the story of a carpenter in his church who
was tasked with building a new wooden
gate for a farmer. It was ready, carried and
installed on the appointed day. The farmer
stood back and admired the work. “It’s
perfect.”
The carpenter had a hatchet on his
belt and wanted to correct a couple of
“blemishes” on the gate. He proceeded
to first shave off a little here and a little
there and then began to whack on the gate,
defacing it in the process.
The farmer was at first incredulous and
speechless but soon regained his sense and
cried out: “Leave the gate alone; it’s perfect,
don’t touch a thing, you are ruining it.”
The carpenter quickly retorted that he
was only treating the gate like the farmer
treated Jesus Christ – he could not accept
Christ’s saving work of perfection but
wanted to fuss with it, add to it and seek to

Planting
From page 15

A seminary will help with the training
of ministers and church planters. The Lord
Jesus uses ministers to care for His sheep.
The Lord Jesus uses church planters to
establish outposts of His kingdom. The
churches of our Savior are the fertile soil that
produces the next generation of ministers
and church planters. Our heavenly Father
uses means to accomplish His will. Would
we see a harvest of souls?
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improve on it.
After the carpenter’s expensive
illustration, the farmer was speechless.
He got the point of the carpenter’s lesson.
Accept the perfect gift or reject it but don’t
try to improve upon it.
Reader, I have to ask you. Do you
humbly accept Christ’s perfect gift of
Himself for your salvation or do you try
and improve on it? Do you realize what an
arrogant insult that is to Christ?
Similar to those who foolishly want
to improve on Christ’s perfect gift are
those who feel that Christ’s work demands
payment – God must be paid back for His
gift. Our vast pride does not want to be
beholden to God for anything, let alone for
salvation. We want to be able to find some
small smidgen of our own contribution.
The Jews of Jesus’ time believed in
payment in some way for salvation. In John
6:28-29, crowds of Jews following Christ
asked him “what works can we do to do the
works required by God?” In 6:30, our Lord
answers them directly and clearly: “The
work that God requires is this – to believe
on the One He has sent.”
Believing is not a work but just the
opposite, a conscious looking away from
myself to Christ alone as the perfect Savior.
Those who would try and pay God back
know little of their sin debt and the holiness
of God.
Not only does it not work, it is highly
offensive and repugnant to God. How could
a person even think payment was possible
for the infinite worth of God the Son?
If your son or husband served with
my son in Iraq and my son gave his life by

covering an ISIS grenade with his body, the
entire squad was saved by my son but at a
horrible cost.
If you came to the funeral and
afterwards offered me two $20 bills as a
token for my son’s sacrifice, I would not
thank you – I would be tempted to rip your
head off. You showed your total lack of
understanding and appreciation for what
my son did for you and your family. You
thought you were well-intended but your
offer showed your vast ignorance.
What are you to do with Jesus? Don’t
try to improve on Christ’s finished work
and don’t try to “pay God back.”
Kneel by your bed and humbly thank
God that His Son, the eternal love of the
Father, had come to earth and given himself
for your salvation. Thank the Father for
sending His Son out of love. Then commit
yourself unreservedly to such a loving and
sacrificial God. That is what you do with a
finished work offered as a gift
First Luther and later Calvin and all
the Protestant Reformers 500 years ago
saw how important the finished work of
Christ was – it was the article of faith by
which the church stands or falls.
Having seen and experienced how
God justifies guilty sinners, these men’s
hearts sang with joy unspeakable and full
of glory. They couldn’t help but preach and
write and teach and witness to this most
precious truth.
May your heart sing too!
“For by grace are you saved by faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God, not as a result of works, that no one
should boast.” Eph. 2:8-9

Would we see darkness turned back
and light shining throughout the world? We
must have a seminary.
The training of ministers and church
planters tasked with carrying on the idea
of confessionalism from one generation
to the next is best accomplished through a
seminary.
Without a seminary we leave our
churches to toil alone as they seek to raise
up the next generation of godly men.
Without a seminary we leave the
next generation of godly men to rebuild
the Reformed Baptist movement and

reconstruct the idea of confessionalism.
True, as long as there are books, an
idea can never truly die and the Spirit may
resurrect again what has been rediscovered
in the past 60 years. But the wellbeing of the church is best served when
Christians, men and women and children,
take active purposeful steps to provide
the next generation of believers with an
enduring and uncompromising example
of confessionalism. We can do this by
supporting a Reformed Baptist seminary.
While men die and nations fall, a
seminary advances – an idea lives on.

