Summer 2013

Taking the gospel to the Jews
By Gordon Taylor

“I don’t want Reformed Baptists to
forget the Jews.”
That statement by David Zadok,
newly appointed pastor of Grace and Truth
Assembly in Gedera, Israel, came to my
heart with power. I remembered what Paul
said in Rom. 1:16, “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

Background

For some who read this, a little
background about Reformed Baptist efforts
in Israel will be helpful. The Grace Baptist
Church in Carlisle presented Baruch Maoz
as a missionary to Reformed Baptist Mission
Services in 1985. Under God’s good hand a
congregation was gathered and a publishing
house was established. Jews are being
evangelized!
The fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989
was a significant development, allowing
many Jews from the former Soviet Union
to immigrate to Israel. In a short time the
congregation doubled and there was a need
for a larger place to worship. Plans were
then made to build in Gedera.
Great opposition came from the Orthodox
community and thousands of dollars were
spent in court cases. Grace and Truth won

Inside:

Jesus, the
Missionary. PAGE 3

The old city of Jerusalem, here seen from an overlook, was where the gospel was first
preached in the book of Acts.
every court case but at great monetary
expense. The result is a new building that
has just recently been occupied. This is the
first Protestant church building that has been
constructed on ground purchased in modern
Israel. The court cases won pave the way for
other evangelical groups to build.

Grace and Truth Assembly

When I visited in January, I preached in
the office space of HaGefen, the publishing
house, during the morning service and then
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in Ashkelon in the evening since there
was not room for both congregations to
meet in Rishon LeTsion. I found a vibrant
congregation and members that actively
spread the gospel through literature and
personal witness.
One of the members, Izhar, told of a
contact with a person next door to HaGefen
to whom he had given a gospel booklet.
See Israel, page 5
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Commentary: Jesus Christ, the original missionary
By Gordon A Taylor

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” (John 20:21)
It is significant that the first time Jesus appeared
to a group of His disciples after the resurrection, He
emphasized missionary activity.
The Father sent Jesus. Jesus commissions the
disciples: “Even so I am sending you.”
I wish to make several observations about this first
post-resurrection commission.
1) It is a commission to preach peace. Jesus’
sudden appearance to the disciples, who were behind
closed doors, was startling and even frightening. Our
Lord then showed the disciples His hands and his feet
and, according to Luke’s account, asked for something
to eat and they gave him a piece of broiled fish which he
took and ate before them. Their fears were allayed.
Why then would Jesus repeat the statement, “Peace
be with you”?
I suggest it was not to remove fear, but rather to indicate the
kind of message these disciples were to preach once they were
sent. These disciples were to preach the same message that Jesus
preached: A message of peace.
The angels announced peace at Jesus’ birth. Jesus preached
peace in accordance with the prophecy of Isaiah (Is. 61:1, 2 cf.
Luke 4:18, 19). Peace is one of the central themes of missionary
activity (Eph. 2:17; 6:15; Acts 10:36).
It is the gospel of peace that is proclaimed to a people who
are at enmity with God. “Therefore, since we have been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rom. 5:1). This is a reason for continued missionary activity.
The world needs to hear the gospel of peace.
2) It is a commission to follow Jesus’ example. “As the
Father has sent me, EVEN SO I am sending you.”
I want you to linger over the word “as.” How did the Father
send Jesus? Jesus was sent from one location, heaven, to another,
earth. Jesus was sent from riches to poverty. Jesus was sent from
a place of theological richness to a place of theological ignorance.
Jesus was sent from a place where He was adored and worshiped to
a people that rejected and cursed Him. Jesus was sent on a mission
that tested His obedience and He passed the test! Jesus was sent
to preach the gospel. Jesus was sent to love an unlovely people.
Jesus was sent to suffer. You can add to this list, I’m sure.
Now I want you to linger over the words “even so.” The
church is to be on the move and see that all the earth is reached.
The church is not to collect riches but to give away its riches, both
material and spiritual, to a needy world. The church is to teach the
new disciples, so as to alleviate their theological ignorance and
make them rich in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. The church is
to go to places where the name of Jesus is hated, and pray that
soon worshipers will replace the cursers. The church is to obey the
great commission and preach the gospel of peace to an unlovely

people.
Are we doing this?
3) It is a commission for the New Testament Church. Who
was in that locked room? There were 10 of the apostles, plus some
others whose names we do not know. All were commissioned.
Now not all preached as did the 10 apostles, but all spoke words of
praise on the Day of Pentecost.
So the whole church is involved in promoting missionary
activity, but in different ways. Some are called and ordained to
preach as missionaries. Every Christian is called to speak words
of thanksgiving and praise in the marketplace about Jesus Christ.
Who cannot say when praised, “Thank the Lord,” rather than
absorbing the praise on oneself? This is a commission for the
whole church.
4) It is a commission that requires Holy Spirit enlightenment.
John 20:22 reveals that Jesus breathed on these disciples and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” What ministry of the Spirit did
the disciples receive on this occasion? It was not the ministry of
boldness to proclaim the good news. This was not received until
Pentecost. Luke 24:45 gives the answer. Jesus opened their minds
to understand the Scripture. The church must understand before
she evangelizes. The church must pray for light to understand the
Word before she goes to the ends of the earth to invite sinners to
Christ.
5) It is a commission that requires thoughtful obedience.
The church must ask penetrating questions. Where is the Word to
be proclaimed? What parts of the world are the most in need of
hearing the gospel? How may God’s people, who are not called
as ordained preachers, be encouraged to give our Lord Jesus praise
and honor in the market place?
Conclusion: Our Lord Jesus Christ was a missionary. He
commissions His church to be missionary-minded. This must
always be a priority. The church must remember that, as the Father
sent Christ Jesus, so the Lord sends His church.
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Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies
How may we help you?
James M. Renihan

In March, 1997, at the inaugural General Assembly of the
Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America, we learned
that President Robert Godfrey of Westminster Seminary California
(WSC) offered to our new association the possibility of cooperation
with WSC in ministerial training. Though this was one of the long
range goals we hoped to accomplish in establishing ARBCA, we
were all amazed at God’s providence in giving us this opportunity
so early in our life together.
An ad hoc committee was appointed, and it met in Southern
California at the end of April 1997. It developed a proposal to form
the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies which was presented to
and approved by the churches of ARBCA, the WSC faculty and
Board of Trustees.
In September 1997, I was asked to consider taking the
position of Associate Professor and Dean. After much prayer and
consideration of the matter by the church I was serving, the church
voted to send me to take this responsibility. In July 1998, my family
and I moved across the country to begin the work.
We are just about to complete our 15th year in Escondido.
They have been wonderful years. I give thanks to the Lord for
all He has done, and I express my gratitude to all of our churches
for your prayerful support of our work. The program has grown
slowly, and we are now at the point where there is a great deal of
interest. We have graduates who are usefully serving the Lord in
many places, we have a rapidly increasing student body, we have
international churches deeply involved in our work (in terms of
instruction, internships and even financial support), and we have a
new Continuing Education program which will be very useful in
our churches. In addition, we have other endeavors that may be of
interest to you. Here is a brief explanation of some of the ways that
we might be able to help you.
First, since our primary purpose is to provide a thorough
academic preparation for the Gospel ministry; send us your young
men to be equipped! We are very encouraged with the men currently
in our program, and there is always room for more. A lifetime of
pastoral service requires thorough training, and the partnership of
IRBS and WSC provides that very well. There really is nothing
like this arrangement, and the results over the years have been very
good. Probably the best testimony to the benefit of sending men to
IRBS is found in the life of the IRBS graduate near you. Do you
have any men who are considering a call to the ministry?
Churches should also consider active participation in our
new Continuing Education Program. Designed to aid two primary
groups – pastors and men training for leadership positions in their
churches, it has had a very good early response and interest. We
have several courses available already, and plans are in place

to add more on a regular basis. These courses will cover a wide
range of important subjects and will be taught be men with proven
expertise in their fields. In addition, with the generous support of
the Foundation for the Advancement of Reformed Baptist Causes,
the first 50 courses taken by students will be free!
Pastors: do you have men in your church who show promise
for leadership—perhaps as elders, or deacons, gifted brothers, or
teachers? Why not speak to them and urge them to enroll in this
valuable program. Visit http://irbscep.edu20.org/ today.
Every year we offer short-term courses lasting about two
weeks, and these are open to auditors for the reasonable fee of $50.
We have arranged for visitors to stay in the homes of members
of ARBCA church Christ Reformed Baptist Church, Vista, Calif.
free of charge. Many pastors have attended these lectures. In late
August 2013 we will offer “Baptist Symbolics,” and tentatively in
August 2014, we will offer “Baptist History.” Have you come to
Escondido to participate in one of these classes? Would you think
about it? You will enjoy and profit from the experience.
In addition to our short-term classes, I have been invited to
many churches around the world to offer simplified versions of
my courses for the people of these churches. Pastors recognize
that their people will benefit from a long weekend (or four or five
weeknights) surveying the doctrines of our Confession, or learning
about Baptist History, or thinking through the Scriptural basis for
Believer’s Baptism.
One church has invited me to an annual “Baptist History
Weekend” at which we have considered our history by centuries
or topics – in 2014 we will devote a whole weekend to Charles
Spurgeon. There are many innovative ways we can serve your
church. Would you consider something like this?
Have you ever visited our website, http://www.
reformedbaptistinstitute.org/? It provides a great deal of information
about IRBS, as well as over 325 interesting posts on a wide variety
of important topics. While not a blog in the common sense of the
term, it offers readers the opportunity to learn things about our
Confession, theology, church history, pastoral ministry, piety and
other subjects.
In addition to our website, we also have a Facebook page,
http://www.facebook.com/InstituteofReformedBaptistStudies.
This has a different purpose from the website, in that it serves more
for distribution of news items and as a pointer to other important
websites. Several pastors have asked me to post the video I
presented at the 2013 General Assembly, and it can be found on
our Facebook page. Have you ‘liked’ the IRBS page yet?
A simple way to spread basic information about IRBS is
See IRBS, page 5
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IRBS
From page 4

through our brochures. We are currently in the process of updating
them, and should have more available by the end of August. Please
contact the IRBS or ARBCA offices if you would like a supply.
In January 2014 we hope to release the first annual edition
of the Journal of the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies. This
will be a first rate academic journal exploring various facets of
Reformed Baptist theology, history and practice. Along with indepth reviews of important books, each issue will include five
or six articles from accomplished scholars. The first issue will
feature articles by Ronald Baines, Richard Barcellos, James
Dolezal, Stefan Lindblad and James Renihan. I will be the editor
and Dr. Richard Barcellos will be the managing editor. For further
information, please contact him at rb@rbap.net.
In June 2014, I hope to lead a Reformation Tour of Germany,
Switzerland and France. We will visit many fascinating Reformation
sites, with explanations of the people, events and doctrines relevant
to each location. Would you be interested in coming with us?
Information is posted on the IRBS website, or you may contact
Mrs. Nancy Allen, jhallen@consolidated.net, for more details.
One of the least known but most important parts of IRBS is
our Board of Trustees. These men have been an enormous blessing
to me, and have expressed their willingness to help with inquiries
about IRBS. Currently, they are Fred Pugh, Chair; Ron Baines,
Vice-chair; Stephen Means, Don Lindblad, Chuck Rennie and
Doug Vandermeulen. Please contact them if you have a question
you think they will be able to help with.
Over the last 15 years, more than 60 men have taken at least
one IRBS course here in Southern California, 20 of those men
have graduated from the program, and 12 are currently serving
in ARBCA churches: Aaron Hoak, Stefan Lindblad, Jeff Oliver,
Chuck Rennie, Keith Thompson, Rob Cosby, Chris Marley, Jason

Gatlin and Kim Bredesen, Graduation 2013
Walter, Jeff Massey, Micah Renihan, Sam Renihan and Gatlin
Bredeson. In many ways, these men are the best testimony of
what IRBS is all about. They will be glad to help you and answer
any questions you have about IRBS and the experience of being a
student. Why not speak with one soon?
The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad. There
are many ways that we can serve your church. Will you take
advantage of them?
Dr. James Renihan is dean of the Institute for Reformed Baptist Studies.

Israel
From page 1

I had the privilege of meeting with the elders and deacons of
the church one evening in the building that, at the time, was not yet
completed. They were going over the budget for 2013. It will be a
stretch for them to meet the financial needs with the added expense
of the building, but they trust the Lord to meet all these needs. It was
a pleasure to see these men working together in sweet harmony as
they discussed these matters.

HaGefen Publishing

Izhar gave me a tour of the publishing efforts carried on by
HaGefen. Izhar is David Zadok’s assistant, who oversees much of
the publishing. Some of the books are translations of English works
in to Modern Hebrew while others are original works authored by
See Israel, page 13

Izhar holds some of the HaGefen publications.
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RBMS missions around the world
We are presently enjoying having an
IRBS student, Brett Shaw, who is here for
two months along with his wife Shelly.
The work that Brett is doing is very
varied and I am hoping that when he
returns to college he will know a lot more
about mission work. During the month of
July he preached at our church as well as
leading the Holiday Bible Club, whichwill
have taken place July 17-19.
As I write, before we held it, we expect
a good number of children at this club and
will run a young adult meeting each night
during the club. Please pray for the outcome
of these two ventures.
As a church we are grateful to God for
the ordination of two elders and a deacon,
which took place a couple of weeks ago. I
During the General Assembly in April,
I spoke with Gordon Taylor about an idea
percolating in my mind: traveling to spend
brief sessions (Saturday-Sunday) with
ARBCA pastors and congregations.
Gordon thought such interaction would
be helpful and encouraging. The purpose
of these visits, called “Squadron Sundays,”
is to foster personal relationships with the
congregations who support ARBCA chaplains
and to help explain in greater detail the work
involved in the military.
On June 2, I had the privilege of preaching
at Heritage Baptist Church (Mansfield, Texas)
for the first-ever Squadron Sunday. The text
for that morning’s sermon, “Stand Firm,”
was Phil. 3:17-4:1. It’s interesting to note
that the epistle that speaks a great deal about
joy in the Christian life also contains military
themes. It’s important for us, as Christians, to
stand firm in the faith, and labor diligently for
the sake of the kingdom.
The afternoon was spent providing a
slide show presentation and discussing the
work of the military chaplain in the Air Force
setting. There was also a question and answer
session which seemed to provide an even
greater degree of understanding about the
chaplaincy and its challenges.
The elders (Larry Vincent, Jarrett Downs,

The Brennans

<matthewmbrennan@eircom.net>

Matthew, Barbara, Simon and Timothy
Ballingarrane North
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

IRELAND

am looking forward to working with these
two men. We have been given two extra
opportunities on local radio for which we
trust the Lord to bless. One of our families
has had to move for work reasons and we
will miss the six of them. We may even
see more families moving away for work
reasons as well.

The Tuesday evangelistic Bible study
continues and some of those who attend
are now coming to the Sunday morning
meeting. We would value your prayer for
these people.
We trust that our ARBCA churches
will know God’s rich blessing in these days
and are thankful for all their support.

The Galyons

<dr.james_galyon@yahoo.com>
James, Sharon, Jameson,
Jenna and Jonathan
319 Redondo St.
Hendersen, NV 89014

Chaplain, USAF Nevada
Eddie Florentino) remarked that the day was
beneficial to them and to the congregation.
It was a special day for me, not only to see
many wonderful friends from Heritage,
but also some former parishioners and dear
friends whom I had the privilege of pastoring
a decade ago. Emmanuel Reformed Baptist
Church (Georgetown, Texas) will host the
next Squadron Sunday in the near future. If
your congregation is interested in hosting
one, please contact me at jim.galyon@gmail.
com.
The new assignment at Ft. Hood
has been under way for about a month.
I’ve completed one course so far, and am
now tackling three. The psychology and
counseling department at Texas A&M
Central, as you might imagine, operates from
a very humanistic worldview. Fortunately,

the director and associate director at the
Army Family Life Chaplain Training Center
are both godly men. They are ensuring that
the chaplains who go through the program
remain grounded biblically and theologically.
I’m grateful to the Lord for their vision and
guidance.
The family is doing well, although we’re
still waiting for our household goods to arrive.
It’s nice to be back home in Texas, especially
with family and many friends being just a
short drive away. Our new address is: 709
Racquet Ct., Harker Heights, Texas. I would
like to thank those of you who have sent
letters of encouragement. It means a lot! My
apologies for not writing back after spending
two months on the road and in limbo.
Nonetheless, please know your kindness is
appreciated greatly!
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When Dolly and I came into the city
of Kingston to plant a Reformed Baptist
Church, I believed with all my heart that it
would be received and accepted. Years of
hard work on the streets and in homes gave
us some sort of encouragement to continue.
God opened the hearts of young and
older folk and the work was well-established
and Grace Reformed Baptist Church was
planted at Red Hills Road. The younger
ones sought universities and work abroad
and since then we are not who we expected
to be.
I have not ceased or given up. Today
we are struggling numerically and those
who are with the church need to learn more.
The Word of God is being preached. The
truth is the church members are not reading
books neither are they coming to Bible Study
where they can truly express themselves and
learn more.
One of our members put it like this:
“When I want to know, I come to Grace; but
Greetings from Tucson, Ariz.
Recently, we have seen many new and
encouraging developments take place with
the Tucson Reformed Baptist Church.
At the end of April, the elders of Grace
Covenant Church in Gilbert, our parent
church, encouraged us to go ahead and start
moving towards constituting. Towards that
end, we first spoke to two men that we had
been looking at with an eye towards the
diaconate, and then asked the congregation
to pray and think about constituting. Both
men agreed to pursue the diaconate, and the
rest of the congregation agreed that it was
time to move towards constituting.
On May 12 we announced a tentative
date of Nov. 10 to constitute.
At the same time that all these plans
were developing, we were losing four of our
regular attendees, including a young man
who had been leading much of our worship
and helping with a college outreach ministry.
These departures were due to graduations
from the University of Arizona and are

Oscar Bloise

<ogbloise@hotmail.com>
33 Red Hills Road, Kingston, 10

JAMAICA

when I want to be emotional, I go someplace
else.” Some have left us for what I term
trivial reasons; others have left us because
of distance, so Grace Reformed is suffering
because men and women refuse to love the
truth, which is the Word of God.
On the other hand, we have faithful
members who love the worship service as
well as the Bible study and prayer meeting
so all is not lost for us.

Looking Forward

We need to hear from God regarding

the man who should pastor the church, either
alongside me or after my departure. The
gentleman whom I spoke with two months
ago has not even called to say he can or
cannot take up the offer.
We are back to zero.
I don’t plan to give up, for there must be
one somewhere for us at Grace. We know
that God’s people are behind us in prayer
and we also know that God is in front of us,
leading. Thus, we will continue to fight on
and we will fight the foes facing them.

The Cosbys

<recosby@gmail.com>
Rob, Chrissy, Keira and Robert
3602 S. Frick Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85730

HOME MISSIONS

something that will likely be a regular thing
for us.
But the discouragement from these losses
did not last long. As these four individuals
were leaving, two new families with children
started attending. The “coincidence” of this
is that the Sunday before the first of these two
families started attending, we had discussed
the need to pray in earnest for a family with
children to commit themselves to this work.
The very next Sunday the first family arrived
and then the Sunday after, a second family

arrived and we have had multiple children
there every week since.
Instead of our attendance declining with
the graduations it has actually increased,
giving us more encouragement as we look
towards constituting.
Pray with us over these coming months
as there will be much to do to get ready
in time. Pray for this continued growth
and encouragement, and for continued
opportunities to proclaim the Gospel to the
lost in this city.
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“Thou hast given a banner to those who
fear Thee, that it may be displayed because of
the truth.” (Ps 60:4)
We are most thankful to our God for
the immense privilege of serving Him in
displaying the Banner of Truth in a world
of lie and falsehood. And what a blessing to
serve with an association like ARBCA!
Our church in Quebec City is enjoying
a season of peace and growth for which we
thank the Lord. Indeed, we have received
new members and we also had the blessing
of establishing two new deacons, Mr. JeanNoël Leclerc and Mr.Richard Côté. These
two men have clearly showed a love for God
and for His church and their spirit of service
is remarkable. It means that we have now two
elders and three deacons.
I am scheduled to give a class on the
1689, very likely in September, for our
new deacons and also for men we consider
as potential elders in the near future. May
God confirm in their hearts as well as in the
congregation his will in this matter.
I am very encouraged by the group I am
meeting with every other Friday. So far, we
are between seven and 10 people and I am
teaching the elements of Christianity. Thus
far, it seems that a man has come to a saving
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; we keep
praying for his perseverance as he and his
wife have started to attend our church every
Sunday.
By the time you read this, God willing, I
will have been away from Quebec for the most
part of July to teach a course on Theology
Proper in New Zealand; I am filling in for Dr.
Jin Renihan who could not make it this year.
On my way back, I will stop by to visit my
sending church in La Mirada where I should
preach at the end of July and I have been
invited to preach at the Southern California
Association of Reformed Baptist Churches.
I enjoyed preaching in our church
in Quebec City as my colleague, pastor
Jacques Pelletier, who replaced me as the
new president of our Quebec association of
Reformed Baptist Churches, has to travel

The Perrons

<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Raymond Perron with a group of individuals he is teaching.
once in a while, visiting our churches.
Regretfully, I was not able to attend our
ARBCA GA this year, but, God willing, I will
be there with my wife in 2014. This year, I had
the privilege of being the guest speaker at the
General Assembly of our Quebec Association
of Churches. I brought three messages on the
three prayers of the prophet Habakuk.
In May, was invited to preach at a men’s
breakfast in a church in Vaudreuil, about half
an hour from Montreal. I have been greatly
blessed to meet these men who show a great
interest in the Doctrines of Grace. On that
same day, in the afternoon, I also preached

at the Faculté de théologie évangélique’s
graduation in Montreal. It is always
encouraging to see young men preparing for
the ministry. Among the graduates was our
dear brother Andy Dinkins, who serves in
Montreal with pastor Daniel Durand.
Speaking about the Faculté de théologie
évangélique, Dr. Amar Djaballah, the dean,
asked me to teach for them and to consider the
possibility for our Church in Quebec City to
become a teaching point for their institution.
We are in the process of discussing
See Perrons, page 9
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“…Ezra had prepared his heart to seek
the law of the LORD and to do it, and to
teach in Israel statutes and judgments..”
(Ezra 7:10)
This verse exhorts us in our pastoral
role. Prior to teaching and caring for others,
we must take care of ourselves (Acts 20:28,
1 Tim. 4:16). This is what we emphasize in
training future pastors.
A few weeks ago the Église réformée
baptiste de Montréal appointed Andy
as elder on probation for a period of one
year. After this period of time he will be
evaluated again. Please pray for him and
his wife Catherine and their son Charles.
Andy would like to serve the Lord
full time as co-pastor in Montreal. It is
his prayer and ours too. Meanwhile, he is
looking for a full time secular job.
A few months ago we started a men’s
breakfast program. This is an opportunity
to teach with a focus on paternal
responsibilities. We are seeing men taking
this role more seriously. It is a great joy for
me to see these things.
The women also meeting every other
month to meditate on the Word of God, to
pray together and to encourage each other,
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according to the biblical principle of the
older teaching the younger. We thank the
Lord for the sisters he gave to us. They are
a blessing to us.
We had a baptism a few months ago,
and we have another in a few weeks. It is
a great encouragement to the church to see
the Lord save new people.

Quebec Assocation Coordinator

In my role as coordinator of the
Association d’Églises réformées baptistes
au Québec, I have visited some of the
churches. On May 26, I went to LacMégantic to preach the Word of God and
spend time with Pastor Richard Gagnon
and his wife Monique. We pray that the
Lord will continue to encourage Richard
and Monique and add to his Church. I also

preached in Acton Vale (between Montréal
and Quebec City) and St-Jérôme (40 miles
from Montréal).

Seminary Chaplain

My role as chaplain at the Faculté de
théologie évangélique de Montréal gives
me the opportunity to discuss with students
and help them in their situations. I am
grateful to the Lord for the opportunity he
gives me.

Aylmer Group

The Aylmer Group, under the leadership
of André Pinard, is doing well. We pray for
a full-time pastor. André has a full-time
secular job in addition to preparing Bible
studies and sermons.
Thank you for your fraternity, your
solidarity in the Lord’s work.

Perrons
From page 8

exactly what would be involved and to see if, at the same time, it could
serve our own CERB (Centre d’études réformées baptistes).
In June, I preached the Word of God at a gathering of the single
people of our church. Four unconverted people showed up and heard
the gospel. We had good discussions with them after and we pray that
we will keep in touch with them.
Our radio ministry keeps enjoying a good listenership and we are
in contact with new people. We are still expecting the renewal of our
license by the CRTC. We should receive news about it in the coming
days. The renewal is supposed to be for seven years.
I would like to close this report with two prayer requests. The
first one is for Mr. R. and his wife as they are passing through very
See Perrons, page 10

New deacons in Quebec City: Jean-Noël Leclerc and Richard Côté.
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The last couple of months have largely
been taken up with preparing and giving
courses at the John Calvin Reformed
Seminary in Aix-en-Provence.
It has been a very enjoyable experience
getting to know the first-year students, and,
I trust, helping them in the area of their
personal spiritual disciplines through the
courses I taught on this practical and vital
subject.  
I have also had some interesting
interaction this spring with a couple of the
students doing their Master’s degrees, giving
them a little counsel and suggestions for
literature they need to read for their theses.
One was writing a thesis on Dr. Martyn
Lloyd-Jones and his doctrine of the Holy
Spirit. The other is writing a thesis on the
Reformed Baptist doctrine of the covenant.
Both of these young men have become
Reformed Baptists in their theological
orientation as they have gone through their
course of study. It is extremely rare to
meet young theologically trained French
men who have come to this clear doctrinal
orientation through their studies and who
have an acquaintance with the theology and
the writers that have been life-changing for
so many, including myself.
One thing that I am noticing is that in the
past, most French theological students and
pastors have not read English fluently and so
have been more or less limited to the very
confined Christian literature in French. That
seems to be changing now, though. French
people in general are becoming aware of an
increasing and urgent need for them to know
English fluently in order to work in many
business sectors in this increasingly world
economy.
Hence, young men like these two are
growing up with much more contact with
English in the school system and with
parents who encourage them to spend a
summer or school vacation periods in an
English-speaking country.
Apart from their theological orientation
(and more importantly), both of the young
men mentioned above are godly and dedicated
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Christians, seeking first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, not just dry and dusty
academic Calvinists! They are lay leaders
and preachers in a church in town that is
without a pastor.
Their goal is to lead their church, which
has declined, to a new, more solid theology
and to new efforts of outreach to unbelievers
in the community. May the Lord empower
and richly bless them. Pray that we must
develop close friendships with them and be
of mutual encouragement and help to one
another.
As I write at the beginning of the
summer, we are finally beginning our
first Discovering Christianity series of
evangelistic Bible studies. There will be
about 10 people present, but about half of
those will be Christians from our little group
who will be sitting in the series of Bible
studies in order to learn how to do it with
others. As for the other five or so, I am not
sure where they are all at spiritually since I
will be meeting some of them for the first
time tonight. One is certainly not a believer
and I think that will be the case with at least
one or two more.
It is a small start, but I pray and trust
that it will lead to contact with other people
in need of the gospel and willing to hear
about it.
In the next few months Nicky and I will
be investing a good amount of time in house
hunting efforts. We need to get out of our
rented house which is too far from Aix to
suit our ministry purposes. Along with this
I will renew my efforts to find more suitable
facilities for our church worship service and

other meetings. Please join us in prayer for
these needs.
We are in the last stages of preparing
our annual summer Family Camp. About
135 are registered to come for this event,
which took place July 29 to Aug. 2.
We thank the Lord for the way in which
He has richly blessed us in the past years as
we have some together for a week of hearing
his word, prayer and fellowship. May He
visit us powerfully to transform us and make
us winsome witnesses to good news of the
glorious Savior and His wondrous, free
saving grace.
Thank you for your prayers and
partnership in the gospel.

Perrons
From page 9

difficult times.
Both of them are coming from a tough
background but they seem to have a desire
to live for God. I came in touch with them
through our radio ministry and they asked me
to help them in their marriage and family.
My second request is for my project to
be involved in two colleges in Quebec City.
So I will contact the direction of these two
institutions to see if I would be permitted
to serve as a Christian minister on both
campuses.
Thank you again for your fellowship and
may our Covenant God receive glory in our
humble work for His Kingdom!
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Attendance continues good at the two
churches, with regular visitors but with few
candidates for baptism.
We have had a couple of possible
candidates for the pastorate in La Alborada
come to our attention, so we continue to pray
and to ask you to do the same. Last week´s
four day DVBS in San José de Bavaria had
an average of 60 children present. We have
new leadership for the young peoples’ group,
Andrés, Carolina, Javier, and Marcela.
The school has begun the second
semester in July. One of the teachers, daughter
of pastor Ramiro Beltrán of the Bosa area of
Bogotá, will be married soon and moving out
of the city. Pray for Rocío and Fabían, and
pray for Rocío’s replacement on the teaching
staff. The school is still able to continue
without pressure to begin reconstruction.
For the moment, our weekly home Bible
study is on standby. We’re seeking to find
more ways to contact and interest others to
attend and hear the Gospel.
We returned six weeks ago from
five weeks in the USA, a refreshing time
which included taking part in a Missionary
Conference of Grace Baptist Church of
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Carlisle, Pa. the end of April. Two of our
grandchildren, Brent and Aimee’s oldest,
came back to Colombia to spend two months
with us and the aunts and uncles and six
cousins here. Brent comes to Bogotá to take
them back home in mid-July.
He and Aimee recently have seen some
visitors join with them in the services in
Naples. We all ask the Lord, according to His
will, for these and many more to be added to
their church and for many to be added to every
effort to plant churches and carry forward the
testimony of the Gospel of His saving grace.
For the most part, the Reformed Baptist
churches of our acquaintance have not grown
much lately. We thank God for His mercy on

some; we pray for His mercy on more.
Peace talks that began in November of
last year continue in Havana, Cuba, between
the Colombian government and the principal
guerrilla group here.
How good it would be to see the almost
60 years of this conflict come to an end! The
problem is how to solve the just complaints of
so many regarding social inequalities, political
corruption, poverty, and hopelessness under
present constitutional law without moving
toward socialism that simply creates more
problems and even fewer solutions.
“It is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps.”
And so the Gospel must be preached.

New missionaries appointed to serve in Ireland
By Gordon Taylor

It is my pleasure to introduce to you Michael and Ashley
Emadi, our newest Reformed Baptist Mission Services appointees.
The Heritage Baptist Church of Owensboro, Ky. is sending out
Michael to the Republic of Ireland as a church planter. He will be
working with Stephen Murphy, a longtime friend of ARBCA, in
this church-planting endeavor.
Michael has a M. Div. from the Midwest Center of Theological
Studies and Masters of Biblical Languages from Houston Baptist
University. He has had teaching and preaching experience at the
Heritage Baptist Church, has been raised up as an elder and set
apart by them for missionary work in Ireland.
Michael and Ashley have two children. Laim is 3 years old
and Lorelai is 2.
You will the find the testimony of both Michael and Ashley
on the ARBCA website. I encourage you to pray for this young
couple as they anticipate going to Ireland for missionary service in
the summer of 2014.

Below is a letter from Michael that gives more detail about
their anticipated ministry and the funds that must be raised. All
giving for Michael Emadi should be sent to ARBCA, PO Box 289,
Carlisle, PA 17013, and clearly marked for their ministry.
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I have been meditating on the message
of Ps. 4:7 frequently over the past few
months as I have set it as my new phone
lock screen.
Every time I pick up my phone, David’s
simple inspired statement, “You have put
more joy in my heart than they have when
their grain and wine abound,” greets me
before I make any phone call. This verse
is an important affirmation of the central
pursuit of joy in the Christian life. There
is much “joy” to be had in the Christian life
that is far better than the limited sensory
experiences available to us in the worldly
life.
Of course, this is difficult to
communicate to unbelievers. As we all
know, there is pleasure even in sin, as Heb.
11:25 acknowledges, but it is fleeting. As
a church we desire to hold forth the joy of
Christ as an incomparable and everlasting
improvement over the rest of the world’s
understanding of joy. We will be carrying
the message of the surpassing joy of Jesus
Christ into the public sphere on July 6 (after
the printing of this Update) into the midst of
the Iranian (Persian) community in Toronto.
We have reserved a table in Toronto Persian
Family Day.
One of our congregation, Majiid, goes
regularly into Toronto’s “Little Tehran”
community to distribute tracts he has
written in Farsi to his fellow Persians. He
is the one that alerted us to the existence of
this opportunity on July 6 in one of the city
squares just four miles north of the church
off the main street, Yonge Street, in Toronto.
Please pray that God would give us wisdom,
grace and courage to engage our Muslim
and secular neighbors to shine the light of
Jesus Christ in our city.
There is always much work to be done
and I often feel like I am incapable of keeping
up with all that there is to do. We are very
thankful that this week and next, sister Mary
Leone from Grace Baptist Church, Carlisle
(and by extension Grace Reformed Baptist
Church, Camp Hill) has come to help us in
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various very practical ways. This is a great
encouragement to us and a reminder of the
benefits of the association. We praise God
for His grace to us in granting us a gracious
church family that extends beyond borders
and geography.
Please pray as we have just finished
our spring outreach on the campus of the
University of Toronto. This semester we
studied the book of Romans chapters 1-3
in depth. The response to the meetings was
positive and we regularly would average
eight or so students – a few more than last
year.
Please pray that the Gospel would take
root in the campus and that God would
extend our reach as we plan to continue
our studies in Romans, Lord willing, in the
fall. In our pulpit ministry we continue to
progress through the Gospel of Luke in the
morning and the book of the prophet Isaiah
which I often refer to as “The Gospel of
Isaiah” both intentionally (but sometimes
unintentionally) in the evening services.
In May, we celebrated a wedding of
two of our young people, Jonathan and
Annie Liu. Jonathan will be known to
those longtime readers of the missionary
prayer update as one of the young men that
I had been meeting with and whom God
graciously saved back in 2011.
As a church we rejoiced in the
opportunity to open the Gospel to many
of their friends, family and relatives for
the first time as we spoke of the wedding
feast of the lamb in Rev. 19:6-10. Please
pray for follow-up opportunities, especially

with the relatives. We are thankful to have
had Jonathan’s parents come to a service
recently, where I was able to give Jonathan’s
father a Bible to read. Please pray for both
sets of parents to come to Christ.
We give thanks that the church
continues to grow in the Lord’s providence.
We have had a number of new visitors in the
past few months, both Christians and nonChristians, and a number are staying. At the
moment we are planning our annual move
upstairs for the months of July and August
as the United Church that we meet in moves
into our smaller space and we take over their
larger meeting room upstairs.
This is in the Lord’s good providence,
as we are consistently running out of chairs
on Sunday mornings. We are not anxious to
find another location as we are very happy
in our current location, but, we are filling
out in our current space.
A recent brush with a larger building
rental opportunity in the neighbourhood
provided us with a true reality check: a
larger building which would seat 400,
is available at a monthly rental cost of
$30,000 ($360,000 a year). The landlords
were generously willing to slash it for us to
$15,000 per month but that is still more than
10 times what we currently pay for just a
few hours a week in our current building.
Other churches in the city are facing
similar problems in terms of meeting space.
There is good news, however, for which
we are thankful. In August 2012 we learned
See Powells, page 13
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that the City of Toronto was considering a
new by-law that would effectively remove all
zoning for new churches, thus only allowing
permits in very expensive commercial zones,
in less than 2 percent of the city.
This proposal has, however, been
recently amended and expanded to include
approximately 80 percent of the city. It
is now up for consideration and there are
efforts to extend the zoning permits further.
Please pray that the Lord would continue
to build His church, both spiritually and to
provide the places to meet in the city that
would support this growth as well.
Please pray for our efforts in Christ’s
name to make known the joy of Jesus Christ
that it may to overflow in the city of Toronto
and by extension to all nations of the earth
represented in our city and beyond as God
has called us to minister.

Noah and Hannah Powell hold up a newly created church sign to be used for the Persian
Family Day booth.

Israel
From page 5

Israelis. Books on parenting (Tedd Tripp’s
“Shepherding a Child’s Heart”), children’s
Bible storybooks, evangelistic booklets, and
Bible commentaries have been published.
A very important project has been the
translation and publication of the Bible into
Modern Hebrew. This is a work that occupies
five volumes complete with beautiful art
work (all done by staff member Deanna at
HaGefen).
The Masoretic text has been put into the
language of the day. The Bible translation
is advertised for children; however, Izhar
assured me that adults also find it very
helpful, because many in modern Israel do
not understand ancient Hebrew.
One of the evangelistic booklets that
is used widely has the title “Isaiah 53
Explained.” This book is given away freely
with the prayer that many in Israel will read
it and come to understand that Jesus is the
Messiah.
Storage at HaGefen is limited so it is
not possible to print large runs. Not until a

Israeli pastors work together to create a program for church planters.
particular title becomes depleted is another
printing done. Of course if larger printing
runs could be done the cost per volume would
be lower. Izhar pointed out that HaGefen
actually sells the volumes slightly below

the cost of publishing the works and so they
depend on generous financial contributions
to continue this important work.
See Israel, page 14
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Baruch Maoz

I had the privilege, along with my wife
Rayna, of visiting with Baruch and Bracha
Maoz. They kindly took us out to eat at a
restaurant run by an Arab and, with even
greater kindness, ordered for us. What a
meal! I believe we had 20 small plates of
salads and bread to choose from before
the main course of fish was brought out!
Afterward, we spent some time in the Maoz
home and saw the study where Baruch
continues his work.
He is writing commentaries on the
Bible. He wants, he told me, to leave the
Israeli church with solid reformed works.
He sees this as his calling. Although
retired from the active pastoral ministry, he
continues to serve Christ in this important
way. He deserves our continued prayers for
this important labor of love.

David Zadok

David was installed as pastor of Grace
and Truth Assembly the Sabbath before we
arrived. A congregation of over 300 met
in the not-yet-completed building for this
special service. Baruch Maoz preached
the installation sermon and our brother was
then formally set aside for this strategic
pastorate.
He is a faithful man who labors tirelessly
in gospel work. On the evening at we arrived
he had a conference call at 11:30 p.m. to
accommodate those who are in the western
time zone of the United States. Would you
like to know what occupies David’s time?
Following is the list:
1) He is the pastor of Grace and
Assembly, with all the responsibilities that
a pastorate entails. He visits, preaches,
counsels and leads.
2) He is the director of HaGefen. Here
he spends time every day in the office
overseeing this publishing effort that is aiding
the entire evangelical church in Israel.
3) He is the chairman of the Israeli
College of the Bible. This is an effort to
train young people in the Scriptures. You
can image how important this would be for
the future generations.
4) He is the chairman of the Israel
Education Forum. This is a group that hopes

Baruch Maoz works in his study.
to begin a Christian school in Tel Aviv.
5) He is the coordinator of the Lausanne
Consultation on Jewish Evangelism. This
gives David an important place in influencing
the evangelical community in Israel.
And then there is another effort that
David did not mention to me. He plays a

David Zadok, right, and his family.

vital role in training men to be evangelists
and pastors in Israel. I had the privilege
of meeting with six Reformed men who
are working together to obtain the teaching
services of qualified Reformed men to come
See Israel, page 15
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to Israel and teach young university men
who appear to have the gifts to evangelize
and pastor churches in Israel.
I asked David how we could stay
connected with the work in Israel. Here are
five of the answers that he gave me, along
with my own comments as to how this could
be facilitated:
1) From time to time Grace and Truth
has conferences either for the men, women
or the entire family. One of our ARBCA
churches could offer to send her pastor over
for such a conference or propose a Special
Project to send a gifted man to Israel to teach
and preach.
2) Gifted and highly qualified men are
needed to teach the young university students
theology. This, I foresee, could be a special
project proposed by one of our churches.
The group of Reformed men has some
seminary professors in mind and financial
help is needed for travel and miscellaneous
expense.
3) David pointed out that, due to
“replacement theology,” the Reformed faith
has lost its influence among some. So funding
of books in Hebrew that bring the gospel to
Israel would be a great help. He pointed out
that dispensational and charismatic groups,
for the wrong reasons, spend millions of
dollars. But Reformed groups spend little in
comparison. David does all he can to correct
replacement theology but more concrete help
in publishing good works from a Reformed
perspective would be helpful.
4) David would welcome theological
articles for their magazine “Grace and Truth.”
This full-color, 16-page publication contains
articles about the land, the theological
significance of the locations, testimonies and
other theological articles such as “How to do
business for God.”
5) David wants anyone who may have
contact with Russian-speaking Jewish
churches to contact him so that they can
send these churches the Russian translation
of “Grace and Truth.” Support for this
magazine would be welcomed.
I must write about David’s family. His
wife Eti and children Maayan, Hadas and
Maidon graciously hosted us for 11 days.

Installation of David Zadok as pastor of Grace and Truth Assembly.
I believe his family can tell the stature of
a man. He has a well-ordered, loving and
caring family.
The two oldest girls, Maayan and Hadas
are members of the church and clearly
respect and love their parents. Maiden, the
youngest, is a fun-loving boy who loves to

do cartwheels and also is respectful of his
parents.
Rayna’s birthday occurred while were
there and she came back to their home to find
a beautiful bouquet of flowers awaiting her

Grace and Truth’s new building, still under construction.

See Israel, page 16
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in our guest room. We participated in their
family devotions, including the reading of
the Hebrew Bible and prayers. Zadoks went
out of their way to help us feel like a part of
the family, and to be able to visit key places
in Israel. We thank the Lord for them.

The Holy Land

I will write about the past and the
present. The ancient is thrilling and modern
Israel is a truly amazing country.
Aitan, one of the elders at Grace and
Truth, took us on a private tour overlooking
the Elah Valley, the place where David
defeated Goliath. What makes this tour so
special is that a church has not been built
on the site and on the way up the mountain
the ruins of a couple of wine presses are
obvious.
Once at the top of the mountain
Aitan showed us the valley where the
confrontation took place. We could clearly
see the mountainside where Israel trembled
in fear. You know the history. David,
with five smooth stones and his slingshot
defeated the dreaded enemy and then cut off
Goliath’s head with the giant’s own sword.
The Philistines fled to Ekron and then as far
as Gath.
By turning 180 degrees we could see the

Aitan points out the Elah Valley, below, where David defeated Goliath.
mound where Ekron once was and imagine
the enemies of the Lord lying scattered all
around that mountain to the entrance to
Ekron. What a glorious day it will be when
the greater than David comes in judgment to
slay all the enemies of the gospel and give
that final deliverance to His people!
Andrew, one of the deacons of Grace
and Truth Assembly, gave
us a personal guided tour
of Old Jerusalem. We
were there on the Muslim
Holy Day and the call to
prayer literally filled the
city. As do most tourists,
we saw the Kidron Valley,
the Mount of Olives,
the Wailing Wall, the
underground tour where
the original foundation
stones of Solomon’s
temple can be seen,
Gethsemane, Gabbatha
and walked the streets of
the old city. I thought
about the history of this
city and the judgment that
God has brought both in
586 B.C. and 70 A.D.
Oh Jerusalem, will

you soon hear the voice of your Messiah and
repent? “All Israel shall be saved.”
The visit to Nazareth was most
enlightening. There we saw a village
recreated as it would have been in Jesus’ day,
complete with the carpenter shop, an olive
press, a shepherd’s watchtower, and sheep
and goats safely grazing on the grounds.
Such is how our Savior lived for 30 years
of His life.
Nazareth is on a mountain and there are
many places where his fellow townspeople
could have attempted to cast Him to His
death. But our Lord’s time had not yet come
so He passed through that angry mob. What
a Savior who would endure such opposition
from sinners in obedience to His Father so
that He might redeem us from our sins!
Space does not allow me to speak of the
Dead Sea, Qumran Caves, EnGedi, Masada,
Capernaum, Sea of Galilee, Tiberius, Jordan
River, Mt Tabor, Joppa and the Mediterranean
Sea. You may have the privilege the Holy
Land yourself someday.
I hope you will make it a regular prayer
that the Lord will continue to save the Jews
for the glory of God.
Gordon Taylor is coordinator of the
Association of Reformed Baptist Churches
of America.

