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THE LORD OF THE NATIONS IS AT WORK IN CHILE!
By Pastor Jerry Slate, Jr.
ometimes as we travel this
pilgrimage of faith we
encounter those rare
individuals to whom, like Jonathan
and David, our hearts are instantly
knit. We perceive a kindred spirit in
a fellow brother and immediately
love him as our own soul. One such
man I have met during my travels is
Chilean Pastor Alex Figueroa.

S

I first met Alex in Santiago, Chile
on Friday afternoon, November 16,
2012. I had traveled with a fellow
ARBCA pastor to Argentina &
Chile. At the time, Alex was
twenty-five years old and had been
recently engaged to a lovely young
woman named Natalia. He had
studied law in a local university and
was preparing to take his BAR
exam. I was immediately struck by
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his love for the Lord, his desire for
personal holiness, and his humility.
He was a natural spiritual leader
among the young men of the church
where he was a member. Within a
very short time of meeting him I
said, "I do not think you are going to
be a lawyer for very long. I don't
think you are meant to be a minister
of law, but a minister of grace!"
He smiled and said, "I hope so."
Alex was raised in a nominally
Catholic home in Santiago. His
parents did not attend church very
often, but when Alex was studying

to become a lawyer they rebuked
him, saying, "Why do you work so
hard studying your law books, but
neglect your Bible?" Alex heeded
their admonition, and began to read
the Scriptures, which are able to
make men wise unto salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ (2 Tim.
3:15).
As he read the Bible, Alex began to
come under conviction. A Christian
friend shared the gospel with him.
At the age of 21, Alex became a new
creature in Christ!
(continued on page 11)
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
hank you so much for your
continued prayer on our behalf.
We have had a very busy first
half of the year but continue to find
that Jesus Christ is still the same
yesterday, today and forever. As
scheduled, we travelled to Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia at the end of May
and had a wonderful time. The
Subang Jaya church welcomed us
warmly and the Lord kept us healthy
for the entire trip. The theme of the
camp was "A Resurrected Christian
Life" taken from Colossians 3. We
were able to take a couple of hikes
through the rainforest and our kids
loved seeing all the monkeys,
butterflies, lizards, giant millipedes
and leeches that make such a trek
exciting. Lord willing, we'll be able
to return in the future and continue
building the friendships we formed
during our time there.

T

THE BEARDMORES
abbeardy@yahoo.com
Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail,
Logan and Thomas
185 Bagot Road Subiaco,
WA 6008

AUSTRALIA
In terms of church life in Perth, we
continue to be fairly stable and
spiritually healthy. Over the next
several weeks, we will finish our
morning sermon series through the
book of Matthew. It has taken us
almost exactly 3 years to go through
this gospel and I believe Christ has
greatly used this book to focus our
attention on himself. Please pray for
guidance as I try to plan what book
to preach through next.

Our afternoon services consist of a
shorter message followed by a time
of corporate prayer. During this
time, Paul's first letter to the
Thessalonians has been our focus,
especially the marks and effects of
an apostolic ministry.
The Sunday morning bible study on
biblical theology seems to have been
well received so far. It is the first
time for many of the folks to see the
big picture of God's wisdom in
redemption and the main story line
of the bible is coming into sharper
focus.
Currently, we are studying the
subject of worship and this will be
followed by studies on the kingdom
of God and the law. Each topic is
studied briefly (~ 1 month) at a basic
level with plenty of application in
order to whet the people's appetite to
study the subjects on their own with
special reference to their own walk
with Christ.
(Continued on Page 7)
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e have been encouraged in
recent weeks with newcomers in increasingly
regular attendance in the worship
services of the church. Among these
are some who have expressed an
interest in becoming more involved
and committed in membership, so
we hope soon to run our
‘Introducing Crosspoint’ classes
which we use to clarify aspects of
our faith and practice which may not
be immediately obvious to those
who come to us from different
church backgrounds. We have also
recently had a baptism which was a
great encouragement to us and a
wonderful example of the
transforming power of the spirit in
renewing heart and mind.

W

Recently we have begun providing
new opportunities for our younger
people (teens and twenties) to meet
to think through the Sunday sermons
or raise other questions. These
meetings are held in our home
following our evening service and
have about ten individuals in
attendance. We have been
encouraged by the level of
thoughtful engagement and pray that
the meetings will help these young
people to clarify their understanding
and establish habits of meditation
and thoughtful application of truth
to life.

THE HUGHESES
dafydds1@gmail.com
Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya & Anjali
PO Box 246
Crosspoint Church
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND

course on the Pastoral Ministry,
having taught the first part two years
ago. Twenty-four men were present
from around New Zealand, while it
was also a blessing to have Allen
Beardmore join us from Perth,
Australia. Fred’s teaching was very
well received, providing helpful
reminders, encouragements and
challenges for those of us in the
ministry, while also giving a
2019 School of Theology

As I write, we have just completed
our thirteenth annual School of
Theology. This year Dr. Fred
Malone taught the second part of his
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foundational framework for those
considering or currently training for
the pastoral ministry.
As we look to the future a perennial
question continues to challenge us:
how can we more effectively reach
the community with the gospel of
God’s saving grace? We have no
clear answers or new strategies, but
(Cont’d on page 7)

e visited for a week in June
in Curití in the state of
Santander to help with the
Venezuelans who are fleeing their
country to escape from tyranny,
hunger, and sickness. Just outside
of Curití at the side of the major
highway leading from the city of
Cúcuta on the Venezuelan border to
Bogotá where the refugees hope to
find employment, lives Pastor Alirio
Sierra with his family. On the other
side of the highway from Alirio's
house, there's a retreat center owned
by a German ministry. There Alirio
and others of the Curití church
minister to the refugees, an average
of 50 every day, with a soup kitchen,
an opportunity to bathe and wash
clothes, and a brief rest before
continuing their walk. Of course
Alirio and others see that their
guests receive the Gospel both in
printed and in spoken form. A bus
trip from Cúcuta to Bogotá takes
about 14 hours, so you can see the
situation these "pilgrims" face.
They have no money to pay a bus.
Often they have little children with
them, even babies. And now, after
many months of this crisis, there's
very little opportunity for work in
Bogotá. Perhaps a million and a
half of the total of four million
refugees from Venezuela are living
in precarious situations in
Colombia.

W

The Curití church has seen very
little growth, and the church plants
in San Gil and in the capital city of

THE LINES
bevstan38@gmail.com
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá,

COLOMBIA

Bucaramanga face a variety of
obstacles.
We still need a pastor for the La
Alborada church in Bogotá. Pastor
Antonio Orjuela of the San José de
Bavaria church assists the deacons
of La Alborada in many ways, and
with his help and the Lord's
faithfulness the two churches
continue in good health. The efforts
to prepare pastors continue both in
local churches and in inter church
institutions. These are contributing
to the spread of the Reformed faith
in Colombia, but so far we have not
found the man for La Alborada.
Many of the men who are studying
in the various schools are already
pastors. Such is the case for
instance in the program being
offered by Sam Waldrom (Covenant
Baptist Theological Seminary) in
association with pastor Guillermo
Gómez here.
Our two Bogotá churches partially
support a Colombian missionary
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working in a jungle area in the south
of the country on the Brazilian
border. He and his wife work in
both countries and in both
languages.
Many of the maybe twenty
Reformed Baptist churches in
Bogotá remain small, and the
pastors must have other
employment, too.
The Christian school is doing well
although with reduced enrollment
(200) in comparison with last year
and therefore with financial strain.
The school is facing some new city
sanitary requirements that add more
pressure. David Bermúdez, the new
principal, seems to be well accepted.
We continue to pray for Gospel
impact on students and parents.
Two and a half years after the
signing of the peace accord between
the government and the FARC
(Revolutionary
Colombia)

armed

forces

of

(Continued on page 7)

t is always a privilege to report
what our Lord is doing to further
His mighty Kingdom. And what
a blessing to be in His work as well
as to partake in His work!

I

Last April, on the invitation of
Pastor Steve Woodman from Arbor
Church in Dayton Ohio, I visit them
for a whole week-end of preaching.
What a good time of fellowship it
has been! Also, it has been so good
to see Gordon and Rayna Taylor
who were in the same area at that
time. It was my first visit to this
church that has supported me for
many years.
On May 7th and 8th, we held our
Association General Assembly so I
was not able to attend the ARBCA
GA because of the conflicting dates.
For the occasion, we had invited
pastor Gary Hendrix as our main
speaker, but he had to cancel at the
last minute because he didn’t get his

THE PERRONS
raymondperron47@gmail.com

Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est, Charlesbourg,
QC

CANADA G1H 4A9
passport on time. Three pastors of
our association had to take over,
Pastor Micaël Beaulieu, Pastor
Jacques Pelletier and myself. We
brought one message each on the
topic “Preaching the gospel in a
hostile culture.” We thank our God
who visited us on this occasion (see
pictures).
Since I am still collaborating with
the Faculté de théologie évangélique
in Montreal, I had been invited on

June 7th to be on the committee of a
thesis defense. It has been an
enriching experience. The thesis
topic was: “La superstition chez les
chr é ti ens haït i en s fa ce à
l’enseignement biblique.” We were
very pleased with this student’s
work as he clearly demonstrated the
importance a right evangelism lest
all kinds of superstitions or foreign
elements kept be adding to the
gospel.
Our church in Quebec City has
received 6 new members for whom
we are very grateful to our God. We
also enjoyed the presence of two
new comers, a 90 years old lady and
a young one who has just been
converted. On the first Saturday of
June, we held one of our two yearly
days of prayer for Missions. Once
more, our people participated
enthusiastically. We were planning
to ordain a new deacon and a new
elder last Spring, but there were too
many activities and the ordination
(Continued on page 8)
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BEARDMORES (cont’d from page 3)
At this time, we have no baptisms to
report and no reports of regular
visitors joining in formal
membership. However, we continue
to pray that the Holy Spirit will
convict and convince the hearts of
those who are lost. At the end of
July, we plan to hold our annual
business meeting and we ask prayer
that the Lord would guide our use of
the gifts and skills of those in the
church as well as the tithes and
offerings given by God's people.
Please be in prayer for the following
items. Pray for God's continued
protection from Satan's attacks.
Specifically, we desire to grow in
our unity and love for the truth.
Please pray that other men will be
raised up to help bear the burden of
ministering to the saved and to reach
out to the lost. Please pray for our

Sunday school teachers as we
change our curriculum this coming
year. Pray that they will faithfully
teach the truths of God's word in a
plain but captivating way to the
young souls under their care. Pray
that those benefitting from the
preaching and teaching will be
willing to formally commit to our
body and share the load of service.

Thank you for your kindness in
remembering our church and our
family. We are privileged to be here
and privileged to have you all
remembering us in prayer.

Hugheses (cont’d from page 4)

We covet your prayers for us in this
regard.
Another challenge for us going
forward is the venue we use for our
Sunday services. While our present
leased facility has served us well for
the past six years, it does have
limitations: we meet in upstairs
rooms with no lift/elevator, so this
presents challenges for the elderly
and disabled and would prohibit
attendance for those in wheelchairs;
also we have no outside area yet we
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have a large proportion of young
children who would benefit from a
safe place to play without disturbing
adult conversations; furthermore, the
building is old and deteriorating,
with a constant need for repairs
which the owner seems reluctant to
complete to a satisfactory standard,
resulting in recurring problems.
With these issues in mind we are
making enquiries about alternative
venues. We would value your
prayers that the Lord would provide
something that is both affordable
and more suitable to our current and
future needs.
We are so very grateful for your
prayerful support of the work of the
gospel here. The Lord continues to
graciously enable us to serve the
churches within our national
Fellowship of Reformed Baptist
Churches in New Zealand, to be a
light of gospel hope in our local
community, and to provide the
means of sanctifying grace in the
body of believers who gather with
us. May the Lord continue to build
his church and be glorified in us.

Lines (cont’d from page 5)

the country is not at peace. Some of
the FARC fighters have not
surrendered, and the old structures
remain. Besides, the ELN (National
liberation army) carry out various
and sundry disruptions, especially
blowing up the oil pipe lines.
(Cont’ on page 8)

Lines (cont’d from page 7)

Perrons (cont’d from page 6 )

They ask for peace talks like those
conducted with the FARC, but the
new government insists on their
abandoning violence before sitting
down to the table. Drug trafficking
that is a major supply of funds to the
guerrilla groups and other criminal
organizations goes on as always. In
general and very quickly the
political and social climate is
moving radically toward the left
with gender issues very much in the
fore ground . The present
conservative government seems
unable to fulfill campaign promises.
The army is restrained and
subversive actors escape arrest by
going across the border,
welcomed by Venezuela.
A leftist female candidate
seems likely to win the
election for mayor of
Bogotá October 27. If so,
she will be the fourth
leftist to be mayor of the
city. This has brought
changes in many areas,
especially in that of
education.
Thank you for continued
prayer for Colombia, for Bogotá, for
the churches, for the work of
evangelism, and for the other
matters mentioned. Praying for us is
very much the same as the way you
pray for your churches and their
ministries.
Like the Lord
encouraged His people in the days
of Isaiah, so now those words are for
us:

service has been postponed until the
Fall.

They shall not build and another
inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat; for like the days of a
tree shall the days of my people
be, and my chosen shall long
enjoy the work of their hands.
They shall not labor in vain . . .
Isaiah 65.22-23.

I met with some of our young people
who ask me to help them to start a
youth group in our church. They
have proposed a good program and
we look forward for them to start.
Concerning our church in Quebec
City, we put our building for sale
and we are looking for another one
that would suit the new reality of
our congregation. We ask you to
pray for us in this matter for the
Lord’s direction and provision.
Pastor Guillaume Bourin is

preparing a whole new program for
our CERB (Centre d’études
réformée baptistes). We would like
to go forward with this training
center in collaboration with the
Faculté de théologie de Montréal.
Our work in Montreal is progressing
under the leadership of Pastor
Guillaume Bourin. Speaking of our
brother, his wife Élodie gave birth to
their first born, Jules Maher, on June
19th. The church is now gathering in
an old church building that is much
more convenient for their activities.
On June 22nd, at “La scène
Lebourgneuf ” (it is a theater), there
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was a recital initiated by my wife
Diane surrounded by a group of
believers coming from five different
churches for the purpose of
evangelism. The gospel has been
clearly proclaim between the songs
and we made new contacts (see
picture). This concert will be
broadcast on our radio station in
July.
We would appreciate your
prayers for two young men
from our church in
Quebec City who are
planning to begin a
bachelor in Theology.
One of them is LouisPhilippe who accompanies
me in the ministries of
visitation. Thus far, we
have visited almost all the
families of our church.
Pray also for LouisPhilippe as he will get married this
fall.
We will start premarital
counseling shortly and I will
celebrate the wedding in October.
I have also been invited to preach at
the wedding of one of our deacons
on July 13. Some of the guests will
be exposed to the preaching of the
gospel for the first time; so we ask
for your prayers.
We thank God for your fellowship.
May He keep pouring His rich
blessing upon each and everyone of
our churches
Raymond Perron Ph.D.
Quebec City

REPORT FROM CUBA
ear Sister Churches and
Friends,
The churches of our sister
association in Cuba, Iglesia Bautista
Reformada "MISIÓN BEREANA,"
currently enjoy unprecedented growth
and tremendous influence.

D

also have the privilege of assisting the
formal organizing of fellowships of
believers into churches reduced to
order and the ordination of faithful
men to the gospel ministry.
In June, Pastors Rob Cosby (Tucson
Reformed Baptist Church, Tucson
AZ), Don Lindblad (Trinity Reformed
Baptist Church,
Kirkland, WA),
and Jerry Slate
(Berean Baptist
Church, Powder
Springs, GA) spent
two
weeks
encouraging and
assisting these
churches.

In the east, where
Daniel and Jatniel
Pérez serve, much
progress has been
ma de on t he
seminary building
Pastors Lindblad, Slate, Blanco, Cosby & Perez
and residence of
Jatniel and his family on
These churches demonstrate the second floor. We are thankful for
the generous gifts from ARBCA
faithfulness to the Scriptures, to the
churches to make this happen.
Confession, and to ARBCA, and as
such draw attention to themselves From Holguin Province in the east,
from various churches and persons where the three men taught chapters
outside of our Association. Nothing 9-11 from the Confession, they
like what is happening in this traveled with Jatniel and his family to
Association at present is to be found the west. Arriving in Matanzas, two
hours east of Havana, these four men
anywhere else in Cuba.
questioned Yéremi Blanco as to his
knowledge of the Scriptures, the
Not only are our ARBCA pastors Confession, and his fitness for the
proclaiming and teaching the obvious; ministry. The next day, a Lord's Day,
the Five Points and the Five Solas, they laid hands on Yéremi as a pastor
but they continue to teach the
Confession in an ongoing series and
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Seminary Building
in the Reformed Baptist church in
Matanzas.
That evening, the four arrived in
Cotorro, a suburb of Havana, to assist
in the organizing of a biblical church
in this neighborhood. In months to
come, Don Lindblad and another
team from ARBCA will examine one
of the brothers of this congregation,
Yuri Rodriguez, as to his fitness for
the gospel ministry.
In addition to the above two churches,
there are at least three other
fellowships that currently look to
Daniel and Jatniel for immediate
assistance in church organization and
ordination.
It should be noted that it is the church
that votes to organize and to ordain.
ARBCA's role is merely to assist
these believers.
This is a great day for our friends in
Cuba. For a long time, ministry was
a repetition of the same: the Five
Points and the Five Solas. As
important as these doctrines are, there
is more to teach and to accomplish.
(Cont’d on page 10)

UNSTOPPING THE WELLS
By Steve Martin
Dean of Students, IRBS
“Now the Philistines had stopped up all
the wells which his father’s servants had
dug in the day of Abraham his father and
they had filled them with earth. And
Abimelech said to Isaac, ‘Go away from us,
for you are much mightier than we’. Then
Isaac departed from there and pitched his
tent in the Valley of Gerar, and dwelt
there. And Isaac dug again the wells of
water which they had dug in the days of
Abraham, for the Philistines had stopped
them up after the death of Abraham. Isaac
called them by the names which his father
had called them.”
(Genesis 26:15-18)

artyn Lloyd-Jones pointed out
the critical situation facing the
Old Testament church of God
as recorded in this passage. Water is
necessary for life and wells are
critical if people and livestock are to
survive, particularly in an desert
climate like Palestine. To find water
is to find the sustenance of life; to
lose access to water is to risk death.

M

Lloyd-Jones went on to say that at
such a critical time as this, it is a
fool’s errand to look for new and
previously unknown sources of
life-giving water. If we have had
water in the past and we know where
it still it, why not go back to it and
re-dig the wells that watered and
refreshed previous saints?
But

Lloyd-Jones likened Isaac’s
predicament to the modern church
that was drying up and shriveling to
next to nothing. The world sees the
church as a now useless appendage on
the culture. “Who goes to church
today?” cultural elites ask. So, the
church is sneered at and seen as
worse than useless.
It is
old-fashioned, reactionary, bigoted
and something to be disposed of as
soon as possible. Unlike Isaac,
today’s church goes astray.

is, what are the demands of the
gospel. If it is to grow and succeed it
(church) must become market driven;
that is, what do people want.” And
sadly the leaders wrote down every
word like it was Scripture. One
Assistant Pastor in a mega-church
explained to an ARBCA pastor why
the pastoral staff there was studying a
college textbook on marketing: “The
Bible is an old book; we need a new
gospel and new methods for a new
millennium.”

Sadly, in light of its diminishing
standing in the nation and its
appearance of being on life support,
the churches does not do what Isaac
did; today’s Christians often try and
find new and ‘attractive’ ways or
‘wells’ to make the church relevant to
modern man, to drum up interest and
gain membership. The ‘old paths’
and ‘wells of our fore fathers’ are
neglected or openly despised. The
preaching and teaching of the Word
of God, the singing of psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs, prayer and
fellowship are out of favor with much
of today’s church. Leaders don’t
officially say so, they just don’t give
priority and pre-eminence to such
‘wells’ at which God’s people have
slaked their thirst and honored their
God since the first century. Too often
leaders are looking for new wells,
new sources of interest for today’s
entertainment satiated sinners —
something that will
make people sit up
and take notice.
Church growth guru
George Barna told a
crowd of 300+
church leaders at the
Atlanta Airport
Hilton as long ago as
1991: “For too long,
t he chur c h i n
America has been
product driven, that

Today the better seminaries are
practicing what has come to be called
“retrieval”— that is, going back to the
biblical and theological wells that
honored God and gave life to the
saints in the past generations. God
has not left His church alone for two
thousand years — God the Holy Spirit
has gifted the church with many godly
and wise teachers and preachers.
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(Cont’d on page 11)

Report from Cuba (cont’d from page 9)

Our Cuban friends believe this is a
new day for them and for the
advancement of the Reformed cause
in Cuba. We rejoice with them and
remain thankful for ARBCA
partnership.
On behalf of our national pastors,
Don Lindblad

Pastor Lindblad questioning
Yéremi Blanco

Unstopping the Wells - (cont’d from p. 10)

The early church fathers, the better
theologians of the Middle Ages, the
Protestant Reformers, the Puritans,
the 19th century giants and many
others have bequeathed to the church
a wealth of biblical and theological
insight. People were converted and
churches built out of these old wells.
We ignore them to our great loss.
These efforts at retrieval are
unstopping the wells of salvation that
the ‘Philistines’ of the past 150 years
have stopped up. Students today are
hearing from the past to prepare for
the future. The theological liberalism
spawned by t he so-called
‘Enlightenment’ (the supernatural is
out; man’s mind is now the measure),
the neo-orthodoxy of Barthianism
(the Bible is not the Word of God but
it contains the Word of God —
scholars will show you what’s what),
the charismatic and Pentecostal
movements (was that feeling I just
had a Word from God or the taco I
had for lunch?), American civil
religion (that is, the Kingdom of God
looks just like the outline of the
United States), health and wealth
theology (Christ died to make His
people healthy and wealthy), the
‘Openness of God’ theology (God is
in the flux of history along with us
and the promises of God are at best
probabilities), or the “New
Interpretation of Paul” (which says
that the Reformers and our Reformed
heritage got Paul wrong, but a handful
of scholar today got it right) or the
naked Biblicism of broad
evangelicalis (me and my Bible
sitting under a tree with my
concordance IS Christianity); etc. etc.
etc.
At IRBS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
I am thankful to say that the
President, Dr. Jim Renihan and the

faculty are opening up the Word of
God with the help of the best of the
best of past Bible scholars and
theologians and giving our students a
profound theological education.
As Dean of Students, I do not teach
classes so much as I shepherd the
souls of the students who are enrolled
and encourage local undergraduate
students interested in seminary. The
classes I have audited have been so
substantial and helpful. I asked one
professor if I could have a “do-over”
for my own seminary education. I
have thanked the Lord for the
privilege of being a part of such an
endeavor.
Converted at the age of almost 21 out
of a liberal mainline denomination, I
have been grieved for many years at
the state of American religion. I am
angered that the gospel was neglected
and then stolen from the churches my
parents attended. I am so thankful
that there are seminaries today who
are teaching men how to unstop the
wells the Philistines have stopped up.
The men we seek are not men who
want graduate school with Christian
content, but men who seek to prepare
themselves for a lifetime of walking
with God, immersing themselves in
God’s Word, heralding the gospel of
Jesus Christ to all who will listen,
explaining the Scriptures to the saints,
and shepherding the flock of God
with tender care.
Please pray for the
President
Staff and Faculty
Students of

IRBS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Mansfield, Texas.
www.facebook.com/InstituteofReforme
dBaptistStudies
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Lord of the Nations at Work in Chile!
(Continued from page 1)

lex began attending Arminian
churches, but as he continued
to read his Bible he quickly
recognized that what he was being
taught was not consistent with the
Scriptures. He did an online search
and found a Reformed Baptist Church
in Santiago, which was where he was
a member when I first met him. When
I returned home in November of
2012, I gave a report of my trip to the
church I pastor.
I told our
congregation about Alex and said,
"We need to prayerfully watch the
career of this young man with great
interest."

A

In the intervening years, I kept up
occasional correspondence with Alex
via email. Sadly, the church where he
was a member blew apart and closed
her doors in 2014. Alex was now
married to Natalia and was working
full time as a lawyer for the Chilean
government. However, he had no
local church to call home, and so
Alex, along with his brother in law,
Esteban Galvez, began laboring to
plant Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church, a confessional church in
Santiago.
Since there were no other Chilean
Reformed Baptist churches to send
them out, Alex and Esteban were
examined for their fitness for the
gospel ministry by an ordination
council comprised of PCA ministers.
These Presbyterians brethren,
however, used the 1689 Confession to
examine Alex and Esteban!
Convinced of their calling from God,
they ordained Alex and Esteban to
serve as the elders of the church.
In 2016, ARBCA Pastor Fred Pugh
traveled to Santiago to spend time
with his son, who serves as a PCA

minister there. On that trip Fred met
Alex, and was quite impressed with
him. All these interactions led Fred
to contact me, and I began
corresponding with Alex on a more
frequent basis. In the time since I
visited Chile in 2012, four
confessional churches have been
established and Alex has been
spearheading a movement to unite
them into the first ever Chilean
Association of Confessional Baptists!
At the time of this writing they have
not yet formally constituted, but their
name i s Alianza Baut ist a
Reformanda, which translates into
"The Reformed Baptist Alliance
(ABAR)."
The four churches invited Fred and
me to preach a weekend conference
on associationalism, which took place
on Saturday-Sunday, March 16-17,
2019. It was wonderful to see Alex
again, and it felt like we picked up
right where we had left off 5½ years
earlier.
Fred and I had precious opportunity
of meeting for the first time the three
wonderful children the Lord has given
to Alex and Natalia: Amparo, Felipe,
and Baby Ema. It is very evident that
the Lord has given them a very happy
home. Alex and Natalia are deeply in
love with one another, and they strike
me as very good parents. We also got
to know Pastor Esteban, his dear wife

Karina, and their five
beauti ful chi l dren:
Cr i s t o b a l , J u l i e t a ,
Leonardo, Isabella, and
Baby Raffaello. Alex and
Esteban have great
respect for one other, and
seem to work well
together as fellow elders.
Fred and I preached a
total of six messages
during the conference to
around the eighty or so people in
attendance. The Lord arranged things
for us wonderfully well, so that Fred
and I worked very well in harness.
Each of our messages prepared the
way for the other's next message; it
was as if we were passing a baton
back and forth in an almost seamless

and orderly manner. I opened the
conference with a sermon on "The
Biblical Basis of Associationalism,"
which Fred followed with "The
Confessional Basis of
Associationalism." I then preached a
message from Acts 15 on "How the
Early Church Handled
T h e o l o g i c a l
Controversy."
Before the conference,
Fred and I had wondered
how bold we should be in
asserting the need for
robust confessional
subscription, but Alex had
encouraged us to "go for
it!" So during my second
message the Lord gave
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me great boldness to challenge the
men to resolve right now that their
standard will be uncompromising,
strict subscription to our Confession
of Faith. These exhortations were
met with a very loud "amen" from the
pastors who were there!
Fred kept the ball rolling with two
superb sermons on "Maintaining
Order" and then "Living Together in
an Association of Churches." His
three messages were distillations of
the addresses on associationalism that
he first delivered to the churches of
the Georgia Association of
Confessional Baptists (GACB) in the
Fall of 2015, and then to ARBCA at
our 2017 GA. I told him that this was
the third time I had heard him preach
this series, and that I liked it better
and better each time!
On that Saturday evening we
participated in a two-hour long Q &
A, and it is one of the best sessions of
this kind that I have ever participated
in.
The brethren asked very
thoughtful questions, not only about
our Confession of Faith, but about the
many challenges of the Christian life.
It was a very sweet time of building
one another up in the most holy faith.
One of the unexpected pleasures of
this particular trip was that we met
Alex's father and mother who were
once nominal Catholics, but who

now are Catholics no more! After his
conversion, Alex had the privilege of
leading his parents and several of his
siblings to place their faith in his
Savior, and they are now faithful
members of the church! Alex's Dad
hugged my neck and said, "Thank you
for loving my son!"
Fred and I returned from our mission
greatly encouraged by the things we
have seen, and look forward to
possibly returning in the near future.
Alex has expressed interest in
possibly making this conference an
annual event. If so, our church may
be sending me on two mission trips
each year: one to Cuba, and the other
to Chile!
Having now traveled to Chile twice,
and to Cuba three times, I am seeing
the value of returning to the same
place again and again. It gives
opportunities to build meaningful
relationships with these precious
brothers, and it allows us to water the
seeds that were sown previously.
I am thankful for the fraternal
relationship that has been established
with ABAR, and trust the Lord that it
will bear lasting fruit in the coming
years.
Would you please pray regularly and
fervently for our Chilean brothers as
they take these precedent setting first
steps to establish an association of
churches?
THE CAUSE OF THE GOSPEL IS ALIVE
AND WELL IN CHILE!
Jerry Slate, Jr. is pastor of Berean Baptist
Church in Hiram, GA and serves as
chairman of RBMS.

PUBLIC THOUGHTS OF AN
UNLIKELY CHURCH PLANTER
by David Shiflet
Grace family Baptist Church
of Conroe, TX

his article title may strike a note
of vague familiarity to the
reader. I am playing off of a title
from Rosaria Butterfield's first book,
Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely
Convert, in which she helpfully
wrestles with the theme of God's
gracious and pursuing Providence.
The "unlikely church planter" stems
from my own history. I never
deliberately planned to pastor a
church, much less plant one. Our
Lord Jesus, however, called me
through our sending church to
eldership in 2008. Then in 2010, I
was sent out along with another elder
and ten or so families to plant GfBC
Conroe. In many ways, I was
unprepared for the challenges and
blessings that our Sovereign Lord
would place ahead of me, my family,
and our church body.

T

For ARBCA's most recent school of
church planting, held in Macon, GA,
in January, 2019, I was asked by our
Home Missions Committee to give a
brief presentation discussing some of
the lessons learned while planting
Grace family Baptist Church of
Conroe in March, 2010. In the
ensuing nine years since we planted,
our gracious Savior has taught us
much about His wisdom and care for
His church. This brief article is an
adaptation of the content from that
presentation.
During the 2019 School of Church
Planting, we heard numerous
testimonies, along with very practical
aspects of planning - and
implementing a plan - for a church
plant. In this brief article, I do not
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want to re-plow the ground that others
capably cultivated, but instead offer a
series of "Dangers and Blessings" that
my family and I, along with our
church, have experienced in church
planting. Then, adding the other very
helpful and practical tips given by the
presenters at the School of Church
planting, I will offer a few
exhortations that I think will serve a
man, his family, and his church well
for the long term. All that we do must
be done in the strength of the Spirit of
the risen Christ, and for His glory.
Like most churches and church
plants, we have faced our share of
struggles, loss, conflict, and sorrow at
GfBC Conroe. Our first three years
were marked by relative peace and
rapid growth. Near the end of the first
year, I transitioned out of my
corporate job and into a
"tent-making" endeavor in an attempt
to spend more time pastoring; then
near the end of our second year I
accepted the role of full time pastor of
GfBC Conroe. The fourth year
brought the resignation of my
co-elder, who remained at the church
as a member.
Our fifth year began peacefully, but
turned out to be our most sorrowful,
and yet, defining year. During that
year, 2015, my former co-elder, two
of our deacons, and another man led
an effort to undermine our
confessional identity and my
leadership of the church toward
formal membership in our state
association, TAARBC. I was
insufficiently prepared pastorally for
the personal accusations leveled
against me, and we were poorly
prepared as a church body
administratively to handle such a
dispute. Our church documents
proved wholly insufficient to guide
us. I had know for years our were
inadequate, but I never seemed to find

the time to seek a remedy. The Lord
proved again His mercy; we survived
the attempted coup, and His severe
pruning of the church has since
brought forth long term fruit of sweet
unity and greater devotion to the
Word of God. Although we lost
approximately 60 people during the
split and the subsequent year, we were
able to reconstitute in 2016 with much
stronger governing documents that
required full subscription for all
officers, and we joined TAARBC in
2016 and ARBCA in 2017. The Lord
has used our troubles to sharpen us all
and to bring about a deeper and
sweeter unity in the body, rooted in
Jesus Christ and "the good deposit"
He has entrusted to His church.
Reflecting on these events, my
ungrateful heart is often tempted to
remember mostly the sorrows and
difficulties. But, oh how our good
God has blessed us even in sorrow!
"The steps of a man are established
by the LORD, when he delights in
his way; though he fall, he shall
not be cast headlong, for the
LORD upholds his hand . . . The
salvation of the righteous is from
the LORD; he is their stronghold in
the time of trouble. The LORD
helps them and delivers them; he
delivers them from the wicked and
saves them, because they take refuge
in him." (Psalm 37:23-24, 39-40 ESV)
With what I hope is a more balanced
memory of God's Providence, I want
to contemplate, alternately, potential
dangers and blessings of church
planting. While these thoughts are
neither exhaustive in scope or detail, I
hope they will encourage current and
future pastors in the "noble task" and
"good work" to which each has been
called (1 Timothy 3:1).

Presented in no particular order,
consider these dangers and blessings
of church planting:
Observe the danger of planting during
controversy in the sending church. If
fissures exist in the sending church,
especially among the eldership, be
patient and wait upon greater unity.
Planting a church in the midst of strife
is asking for greater trouble.
Pursue the blessing of unity at home
with a faithful wife. I know of no
greater blessing to a church planter
than a godly wife who is committed to
the work of being a faithful church
member and helper in a church plant,
along with being a trustworthy friend

The steps of a man are
established by the
LORD, when he delights
in his way; though he fall,
he shall not be cast
headlong, for the LORD
upholds his hand.
and helper to her husband. "An
excellent wife who can find? She is
far more precious than jewels." (Prov.
31:10 ESV). This is certainly the
confession of any godly married man,
but for the church planter, he sings
this praise with purer pitch.
Consider the danger of unclear
documents. Prior to planting, all
leaders in the work of planting must
share a commitment to function in the
same way. Constituting a new church
with insufficient documents is inviting
trouble. At a minimum these founding
documents need to elucidate
responsibilities of officers and
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members, provide a definition of
confessional subscription for the
church and her officers, give an
explanation of church discipline, and
explain qualifications and the process
for selection of officers.
Embrace the blessing of God's
tempering and steeling work. Our
Sovereign Lord will use the very
difficulties we experience early on to
prepare the church for much greater
difficulty later on. In the midst of
trouble, I have often found Jeremiah
12:5 encouraging. We must accept the
smaller troubles in order to be
prepared for greater challenges.
Mark well the danger of unqualified
officers. In 1 Timothy 5:22-25,
Paul warns Timothy of the danger
of affirming men to soon for the
office of elder. Surely the principle
applies to deacons as well. Both
Scripture and experience warn us
that while some sins are obvious,
others are discovered more slowly,
and often with terrible timing.
Great harm comes to a church with
immature, insufficiently vetted, or
sinful men leading the way.
Anticipate and give thanks for the
blessing of ordinary faithful
members. There is often a good and
healthy focus on cultivating officers,
but oh what a blessing the Lord gives
to a church plant or to a church when
He raises up faithful, praying
members. Every pastor knows the rich
encouragement that comes from saints
who are steadfast in their attendance
and loyal with their time and gifts.
Note the danger of failing to lay good
doctrinal foundations in a church
plant. Not only must we "adopt" a
robust confession of those things
believed among us, but we must teach
God's people how our fathers in the
faith arrived at those doctrines and

how to make use of our Confession of
Faith and our Catechism as tools for
their discipleship. It is incumbent upon
the church planter to help God's
people understand basic reformed
baptist hermeneutics, ecclesiology,
missiology, ordinary means of grace,
and certainly theology proper.
Typically, many of the people drawn
to attend services at church plants
come from broadly evangelical
churches and may be missing those
foundational pieces.
Expect God's blessing for the family
and children of church planting
pastors. The families of church
planters often see the "ugly" side of
church life up close, but this also
presents a wonderful opportunity to
instruct and encourage wives and
children in the goodness of God's
Providence. This is certainly true for
all pastors, and church planters
especially will do well to cultivate
habits and attitudes in their families to
extol the wisdom of God in all
circumstances. This opportunity
should shape our prayers for our
families, that our Triune God will use
hardship in church life to create a
greater love and devotion to the
not-yet-perfected Bride of Christ.
Beware the danger of isolation. We
must avoid what I call the "Elijah
syndrome". I am prone to finding
myself sitting under a tree all alone
rehearsing a self-deceiving lament:
"I'm the only faithful one." We need
other brothers and other churches that
can pray for and encourage us. The
Scripture teaches us that our enemy is
like a roaring lion, and seldom will
even a grown lion enter into the
middle of a heard to find its prey. No,
the lion seeks the straggler, the weak
and alone, and the isolated to devour.
We need faithful brothers with whom
we may be honest in the midst of
struggles.

Seek out the blessing of
associationalism. When we planted we
had an organic relationship to our
sending church, but no specific plans
for formal association with other
churches. I met the brothers in our
state association about a year and a
half after we planted. It would be
nearly impossible to overstate how the
Lord has used both our state and
national association of churches to
encourage me to continue in the labor.
Both the trials and joys shared with
other churches afford to us a
perspective that strict independency
neglects.
With those blessings and dangers
briefly set down, I desire now to
exhort with similar brevity those
considering planting with three key
commitments that I did not consider
adequately. The other lectures during
the 2019 ARBCA School of Church
Planting set forth more comprehensive
strategies and planning tools. These
exhortations that follow were given in
the context of adding personal and
pastoral exhortation to those very good
ideas presented in Macon, GA.
First, in the midst of all your formal
planning for the finances, meeting
location, and many other factors
necessary for planning a church plant,
spend the time with your wife to write
down a formal written plan for your
marriage and your family. Agree
together what you want your home to
"look like" during what will likely be
a multi-year effort to plant and solidify
a church. Evaluate your marriage.
Work out any doctrinal difficulties
between you and your wife. Write
down your agreed expectations for
vacation times, date nights, family
devotions, "off" days and time with
your children, or other habits that you
and your wife agree are important to
you. Speak together candidly about
privacy, philosophy of ministry, and
how your home will be used for
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worship and/or hospitality. You will
be thankful for that mutual
accountability and for a planned
means of avoiding burnout and
over-working.
Immerse yourself in the Pastoral
Epistles and prayerfully seek to have
your life and ministry shaped by them.
Not only must you solidify you own
doctrine, but the Word of God must
develop your ministry priorities. I am
neither a prophet nor a son of a
prophet, but it is safe to say you will
be tested. Having your ministry
priorities formed by the Word of God,
you will be better equipped to discern
in what areas you are willing to yield,
and to which priorities you must stand
firm.
Spend some time seeking to
understand, clarify, and write down
the role and expectations of your
sending church. There will be
temptations for strife with the sending
church if there exists a variance in
expectations. How often will you meet
with the elders of the sending church?
What type and level of support should
you reasonably expect? How will
decisions be made? How are finances
to be handled and who is responsible
for that? And importantly, who will
pastor you and your family?
As with any good work, the work of
church planting comes with the
potential for exceeding joy and
devastating heartache. In this brief
article I simply hope to have provoked
men thinking of this work to consider
both the blessing and dangers. For
those who have already planted,
perhaps these thoughts will encourage
you or stimulate you to shore up some
things lacking and to persevere with
your shoulder to the plow. May the
Lord of the harvest raise up more men
willing to give themselves to this good
work, to the glory and praise of the
mighty name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

