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Reformed Baptists progress in Colombia
By Gordon Taylor

“It’s your fault!” said Manuel
Cendales.
He was referring to the influence
and teaching of Stan Line. Manuel, now
committed to our 1689 Confession, used
to be, by his own testimony, an extreme
Pentecostal minister.
Stan, who has labored for 50 years in
Colombia, faithfully distributed Reformed
literature to evangelical pastors over the
years. In the case of Manuel it resulted in
turning his ministry around. Now Manuel
leads his church into the great truths of the

The La Alborada congregation meets in Bogotá, Colombia.

Pastors from left, Christian Achuri, Stan
Line and Manuel Cendales, with Gordon
Taylor.

Christian faith. Manuel is but one example
of the way the Lord has worked in pastors’
lives through Stan Line.
I had the privilege of interviewing
13 pastors in two of0 the major cities of
Colombia, Bogotá and Medellín. Bogotá,
the capital, has a population of almost
8.5 million. Medellín, the second largest
city in Colombia, has 3.6 million. Both

of these cities have thriving, growing
and confessionally committed Reformed
Baptist churches. What I want to do in
this article is to introduce you briefly to the
men of Bogotá, then describe the work in
Medellín and finally describe a publishing
effort for good literature in Spanish.
But before I do all of that let’s consider
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Commentary: Learning to be the senders in foreign missions
Editor’s note: The author’s name and city of residence have
been withheld by his request.
“In the fall of 2005, I visited a church in which I was
preparing to become a vocational elder. There I met a young
single man I’ll call “Matthew.”
Matthew was an educator serving as a deacon at the church,
and it was not long before I learned he had a burden: to bring
the Gospel to unreached Muslims. Now, in the winter of 2014,
Matthew and his wife are studying a new language in the Middle
East with their children and with Katherine, a nanny from our
church.
This eight-year journey has been filled with lessons that God
is teaching us, and it has been a joy to see Him work. I want to
share some of the things that we are learning.
Building the church is God’s work, even though He has
ordained to use us to do it. “You are worthy to take the scroll,
and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us
to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people
and nation…” Rev. 5:9
In the process of sending out a missionary to a closed
country, we have often found ourselves in great need of God’s
wisdom. Not only is this the first time that we, as a church, have
sent out a family with the goal of having an elder-qualified man
plant churches in a foreign country, this particular situation had
very little precedent for us to follow.
Very few people in our circles had experience or knowledge
that could help us move forward. We found that, often, we had
to begin moving forward without knowing what the next step
was going to be, and we had to be willing to make mistakes and
then change our plans, if need be. Constant reminders of our
weaknesses, limitations, and sins found expression in our hearts
in a variety of ways. “We have no idea what we are really doing
here.” “It would be easier for us to do nothing than to try to do
this.” “Humanly speaking, what we are trying to accomplish
here makes no sense at all.”
Our faith was strengthened as we finished our study in the
Gospel of Matthew on Sunday mornings and were reminded that
everything that we were trying to do was with the command and
the authority of the Great Commission, given by Jesus Christ
Himself. Without that command to make disciples of all the
nations, the task ahead not only would be foolish, but impossible.
And with men it is impossible. But with God, a camel can go
through the eye of a needle!
So we have feebly moved forward, endeavoring to prepare
carefully while following the providence of God. Matthew
was faithful in finishing a seminary education and becoming
a certified counselor with the Association of Certified Biblical
Counselors (formerly NANC). The church chose him to be an
elder, and he faithfully developed his teaching, preaching, and
counseling gifts in our midst.
At times, it was difficult to wait on the Lord, but we have
seen God bring everything to pass at the right time.

We need the humility to learn from believers who are not
Reformed Baptist while confidently holding on to the truths that
we believe are Scriptural.
“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write
to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints.” Jude 3
Sending Matthew and his family to the Middle East has
required knowledge and resources that we were not able to
find within Reformed Baptist churches. Matthew’s seminary
education came from a reformed seminary. His counseling
training was provided by a New Covenant church not too far from
us, along with the Association of Certified Biblical Counselors.
Matthew and his wife profited from the Perspectives on the
World Christian Movement course, and Matthew used the DVD
study Bridges: Christians Connecting with Muslims from the
Crescent Project to help teach us more about sharing our faith
with Muslims.
Crucial to the process was an extensive, month-long,
cross-cultural training course on international missions. We are
currently partnering with a missions organization that is broadly
evangelical because they have the people and the experience
to help us take care of families like this one. And our entire
congregation profited from a missions conference that we held
last year to hear from two men who have experience ministering
in Islamic settings.
It has also been a blessing to see God provide financially
for Matthew and his family. The money has come from our
own church, ARBCA Reformed Baptist churches, non-ARBCA
Reformed Baptist churches, and a number of individuals and
churches who would not claim to be Reformed Baptist at all.
Being able to take advantage of all of these resources has
made us thankful for all manifestations of God’s true kingdom,
even when we have theological or philosophical differences.
This is also a prayer request moving forward—we are not sure
how long some of our alliances will last, but we are thankful to
have been able to work together with those that we have.
Missions is a whole-church endeavor. “For the body does
not consist of one member but of many.” I Cor. 12:14
Because we had never sent out a church-planting missionary
before, we decided to take some time to bring the whole congregation
along for the ride. We prayed together as a church family, and
designated some days for corporate fasting and prayer.
We taught on various missions-related passages and topics,
and we learned more about this specific endeavor. We learned
about ministering to people of another religion. We watched
videos from the “Dispatches from the Front” series, which we
would highly recommend. In our small group meetings, we
went through “Serving as Senders” to prepare ourselves to take
good care of Matthew and his family.
See Commentary, page 17
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Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies
A growing partnership in Northwest of England
By Martin Grubb
“Roots that Refresh!”

The first of what turned out to be the
“Roots that Refresh” series was conceived
and brought to birth by a group of ministers
in the Northwest of England who care about
the demise of ecclesiological concern in
the U.K. generally, but especially within
non-conformity.
Advertised as “A Baptist Model for
Church Life,” it was a conference that took
place over four days in October 2011. Dr.
Renihan was the guest speaker, and our
aim was to let him address some really big
issues under the following titles:
“Learning from Their Story!”
“What is the church?”
“How shall we worship?”
“Eldership, congregationalism and
associations! Tensions?”
Our hope was that much of the material
in his book “Edification and Beauty “ would
be made available to a wider audience.
About two dozen people attended each
day, coming from about a dozen churches,
mostly in the Northwest of England, but
also from Ireland, London and Southwest
England. The conference was felt to be a

The sanctuary, above, at Trinity Baptist Church, Charlesworth, below left.
very worthwhile exercise. What next?

1689 - “A Good Year!”

Although it took longer to arrange
than hoped, a return visit by Dr. Renihan

occurred last November. Advertised as
“A conference for everyone interested in
confessional Baptist history and theology,”
it provided a platform for the first half of Dr.
Renihan’s Symbolics course to be taught
over five days. Each day about 20 people
attended and benefited from the uncorking
of the Second London Baptist Confession.
Once again, most of those attending were
from Northwest England but, in addition,
we were privileged to have two men from
Germany and two from Ireland (including
Matthew Brennan from Clonmel). It was a
delight to have Dr. Robert Oliver attending
for a portion of the conference. Geoff
Thomas of Aberysthwyth was sorry he
could not attend but sent a very warm letter
wishing us well.

2014 and beyond – God willing!

We have provisionally booked dates
in November for Dr. Renihan to visit us
See IRBS, page 17
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RBMS missions around the world
The past several months have been
quite hectic for our family. We have done
much traveling, visiting and worshipping
with fellow believers across the U.S.
We also have a new addition to our
family. In everything God has remained
faithful and has without fail shown Himself
to be the Provider of our daily bread.
Since the summer, not only have
we been to Ireland but we have had the
opportunity to visit several churches and
talk to them about the need of the gospel
in the Republic of Ireland. By God’s grace
we have visited Massachusetts, Utah, Texas,
Indiana, and several different churches in
Kentucky.
We officially began our fund-raising
efforts in September and the Lord greatly
blessed us. During the months of September
and October we were able to raise over 20
percent of our total monthly support.
While we were in Utah, the Lord gave
us an amazing reminder that He truly owns
everything and that all the money in the
world belongs to Him. During the evening
Sunday service, I gave a presentation on the
desperate need of the gospel in Ireland and
their current spiritual state.
In the congregation was a couple who
had never been to the church and who
happened to be visiting that day. They knew
no one at the church but chose that Lord’s
Day evening to visit. After the service was
over, the couple approached us and said
they would like to be a part of our support
Currently, I am preaching through
the book of Hebrews at two services, one
on Saturday evening and one on Sunday
morning.
The Saturday evening service is made
up mostly of civilian workers from Kenya
and they are precious. On Mondays I have
a Bible study on the book of Genesis and
on Thursdays a book study on J.I. Packer’s
classic work, “Knowing God.”
Joyners, page 7

The Emadis

<Michael@Emadi@gmail.com>
Michael, Ashley, Liam, Lorelai and Méav
4743 Sydney Lane Apt. A
Owensboro, KY 42301

IRELAND

team and financially help us. They are now
attending a different church but it was a great
reminder that God will bring His will to pass
in ways that we may not even imagine.
November and December were slow
fund-raising months but this was a conscious
and deliberate choice. We had to prepare
for the arrival of our third child. On Nov.
14, 2013, Ashley gave birth to our second
daughter, Méav Yasmin Emadi. She was 8
pounds 7 ounces and 20 inches long. Since
then we have been trying to settle into a new
routine as a family of five. The Lord has
richly blessed us with our three kids (Liam
– 3, Lorelai – 2, Méav – 1 month).
Ireland, however, still remains in
spiritual decay. In a recent poll, Irish
citizens were asked to rank 119 options as to
which was the most important to their lives,
to which was the least. Of 119 possible
options, religion and spirituality ranked
119th! Religion was considered to be the
least important part of their lives. The
Republic of Ireland needs a message of hope

The Joyners

<thejoynerfamily@gmail.com>
Patrick, Rhonda, William, Audrey,
Jordan, Maggie, Noah,
Laurel Anna, Mary M’Cheyne

Chaplain, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion, USMC

and peace, a message that shows them that
Christ must be central to their lives. There
are some already doing that work but the
field is great and more laborers are needed.
Even though we have raised 20 percent,
we are still in need of $6,000 more dollars
a month. Just 40 supporters at $150/month
and we would reach our goal. We are trusting
in the Lord to supply our every need.
We do ask that you might prayerfully
consider joining us in this effort to spread
the gospel in Ireland. First, by praying for
Ireland – that God would be pleased to raise
up a generation of strong, bold believers.
Second, by prayerfully considering to be a
part of our support team by financially being
involved. May the knowledge of the glory
of God truly cover the Earth as the waters
cover the seas.
Óir líonfar an tír le heolas ar ghlóir
an Tiarna mar a chlúdaíonn an t‑uisce
grinneall na mara (Habakkuk 2:14 – Irish
Gaeilge)
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I arrived to Ft. Hood in May of this
past year to begin an atypical military
assignment... that as a student. Having
earned a Ph.D prior to entering the Chaplain
Corps, I thought formal education was out of
the picture completely for the rest of my life,
and quite happily so.
Nonetheless, under the hand of divine
providence, the Air Force selected me to
attend the Army Family Life Chaplain
training program. The Army Family Life
program is an intensive counseling program
that lasts for 15 months. Weekdays are spent
generally by conducting counseling sessions,
facilitating psycho-educational seminars,
receiving individual supervision, engaging
in group supervision, and discussing
theological integration.
Evenings are spent mostly in a classroom
at Texas A&M University - Central Texas.
Up to this point, we have completed courses
related to personality and counseling theories,
human development, methods and practices,
family counseling, psychopathology, and
crisis intervention. As of January, we are at
the midway point of the program.
There are six other chaplains going
through the program. Russ (Presbyterian
endorsed by the Evangelical Church
Alliance) and Steve (Church of the Nazarene)
are my fellow Air Force chaplains, while
Dave (Assemblies of God), Ron (Brethren
Church), John (Natl. Assoc. of Free Will
Baptist) and Nelson (Southern Baptist
Convention) are our Army counterparts.
I enjoy working with each of these
godly men. Though there are some obvious
theological differences between us, we
have a great deal more in common. This
commonality has especially been evident
in the classroom. We have been informed
on several occasions by various professors
that our task as counselors is to put our own
views and values into a “drawer” and to be
guided by the client’s moral (or immoral)
perspective alone.
Rather than placing our own perspectives
in a “drawer” and simply nodding in
agreement when such statements were made,
several of us always voiced a reasonable

The Galyons

<dr.james_galyon@yahoo.com>
James, Sharon, Jameson,
Jenna and Jonathan
709 Racquet Ct.
Harker Heights, TX 76548

Chaplain, USAF

objection or asked very pointed questions in
regard to this approach. It certainly made
for some very lively discussions in the
classroom, yet we have earned a reputation
on campus as “strongly religious, yet very
respectful.” It has enabled us to carry on
outside conversations with fellow students
in a positive manner.
Please pray that the Lord may use such
instances for the gospel!
The program director, Chaplain, Lt.
Col. Mark Knox, and the assistant director,
Chaplain, Lt. Col.Jason Duckworth, are also
very godly, humble men. It is a pleasure to
work and study under their direction. From
constant interaction with them, it is evident
that they want each chaplain to not only
excel academically in the field of counseling,
but, more importantly, to serve primarily as
a pastoral counselor who honors the Lord
and remains grounded theologically. It is
a tremendous blessing to serve under men
such as these.
As a military member assigned to an
academic slot, my duty is quite literally to
study and excel academically. It has been
a challenge to juggle a very condensed
graduate program with family time.
Sharon, as usual, has been outstanding
in taking care of many tasks in order to
provide me the flexibility I need to tackle my
studies. Living in Texas has permitted us to
be closer to her elderly parents, so she often
makes her way to see them and help them.
Unfortunately, her own health has been
less than ideal recently. She has undergone
several tests, and will undergo several more,
in order to ascertain the exact nature of her
difficulties. It is likely that she will face at

least one or two surgeries before we leave
Texas. Please keep her in your prayers!
Jenna is now in her first year of college.
Next August she will stay in the area with a
local pastor and his wife and continue her
studies while Sharon and I make our way
to a new assignment with Jameson and
Jonathan.
Mom and Dad will face this transition
with a bit of uneasiness, to say the least, but
we are hopeful because of the Lord’s grace
in Jenna’s life. We are also glad that she will
be in a home with godly “foster” parents for
her first year away from her home of origin.
Shortly after we arrive to our new base,
Jameson will begin his junior year of high
school while Jonathan starts his last year
of junior high. Jameson has been very
studious in regard to worship on the Lord’s
Day, as well as being quite committed to
involvement with the Ft. Hood Chapel youth
group. These things are very encouraging to
Mom and Dad!
Jonathan still shows no inclination
towards spiritual things, although he has
developed a recent fondness for reading.
His favorite author is C.S. Lewis, and Dad
is hoping especially that this will lead him to
think about spiritual matters more seriously.
We are uncertain at this point where we
are heading in August, though it will likely
be revealed to us by the end of March. I
wouldn’t be surprised if we head overseas.
Wherever we land, I will be back in a unit
assignment and leading a parish ministry.
It will be tough leaving Texas, especially
with Jenna still here, but we know that
the Lord is faithful and that He will put us
exactly where we need to be.
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The annual meetings in Curití, Santander,
were held Jan. 2-5.
It was a good time of fellowship and
hearing Word preached by two pastors from
Bogotá: Jorge Enrique Castañeda and Ramiro
Beltrán; a deacon, Carlos Rocha; and a young
man of Pastor Ramiro’s congregation in the
south of Bogotá. The latter, Javier Molano,
has done the eight-month intensive course
of the Médula Teológica in the Dominican
Republic sponsored by the church there in the
city of Santiago and by the Reformed Baptist
Seminary of Easly, S.C.
While the report on the work in Curití
and surrounding areas was not encouraging,
that of the church plant effort in Bucaramanga
was. The small group (20-30 attendance)
is preparing to legally incorporate soon
as a church. Pastors Alirio Sierra and
Agustín Ballesteros of Curití take turns
travelling alternate Sundays the two hours to
Bucaramanga.
For the first time in our 20-year history,
the Christian school had practically complete
enrollment as of the middle of December
for the new school year beginning Feb. 3.
Usually, we have had to wait for this until
two or three weeks after opening day. Our
main concerns continue to be, first, finding
teachers of Reformed persuasion, and second,
conversions of the students and their parents.
As we mentioned in the Fall Update,
the new pastoral training efforts of the
Reformed Baptist Seminary, which began last

Joyners
From page 5

Aside from those that attend these
events, there is very little interest in the
Gospel that I discover when I make my
rounds.
I would certainly appreciate your
prayers that I would be more effective in
discussing matters of eternity on my visits.
I didn’t want to get mud all over myself
when I rode my bike Chaplain Delivery

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogotá

COLOMBIA

September in Medellín is the same program
now in Colombia as mentioned above in the
Dominican Republic. Please continue to pray
for the church in Medellín and pastors Julio
Benítez and Sergio Ruíz, with the help of the
Gospel Through Colombia Mission, as this
effort goes forward.
And we give thanks once again to
the Lord for providing a pastor for the La
Alborada church in Bogotá. Pastor José
Augusto Ramírez began his ministry with us
Nov. 5, and we have already profited much
with him. He has some nine years of pastoral
experience, and his father also was a pastor.
Augusto came to the Reformed faith
through the ministry of Reformed Baptist
pastors who were visiting professors in the
Korean Presbyterian Seminary, where he was
a student, and also through personal reading
and study. Pray for him and his wife Carolina,
and their two children, Daniel, 12, and Carol
Sofía, 4.
One of the deacons in La Alborada,
System in the rain, making my rounds. So
I found pieces from an old bed frame and
plastic fluorescent light covers in the trash
and zip ties on the side of the road (always
gotta be looking out for good stuff!).
The most important pieces in this
operation are the chocolate and caramel
popcorn – which I ate during the
construction!
It’s hard to see, but the first rear fender
actually sprayed mud on the top as well as
the inside – not exactly what I had in mind
so I extended it lower. I am still managing

Danilo Rairán, has taken on the resurrection
and development of the church web page.
Sometime in February Bev and I plan to
spend a weekend visiting with the brethren
in Bucaramanga, and then the following one
with the brethren in Curití. A principal concern
for us in Curití is to find, by God’s grace, a
solution to some disagreements between the
brethren there and those who labor in the
church plant in San Gil, 15 minutes away, and
also in a second church plant in Bucaramanga.
Roberto Rodríguez is the pastor in these two.
Bev and I invited those of the other 31
houses in our immediate neighborhood to a
Christmas meditation in our home. Only one
couple (with two friends who were visiting
them) came. Of the few neighbors we invited
to the same in the country area where we have
a house, 12 came. The church in La Alborada
in Bogotá invited the closest neighbors to
a Christmas meditation and refreshments
Sunday, Dec. 22, and none accepted. May we
pray always and faint not!

The Chaplain Delivery System.

to get a little bit of mud on me – but I think
it is much better with the fenders.
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I said to the LORD, “Thou art my
Lord; I have no good besides Thee.” As for
the saints who are in the earth, they are the
majestic ones in whom is all my delight.
(Psalm 16:2-3)
Greetings in our beloved Lord’s name!
Indeed, there is no greater blessing for our
soul than being assured of its belonging
to the Lord, and consequently, to delight
in the saints on earth. We are so thankful
for our fellowship with our churches and
for seeing God’s grace being richly poured
upon them.
In a conversation with our brother
Gordon Taylor, lately, I was telling him that
I would like to start considering retirement,
but I don’t have time. I am grateful to God
for the service He is still allowing me to
do and for the health and strength He is
providing.
Concerning my pulpit ministry, I keep
preaching occasionally in our Church in
Quebec City and in the churches of the
association as was the case in St-Jerome
a month ago. I also preach the word in a
men’s breakfast in a suburb of Montreal as
well as at another breakfast on the south
shore of Quebec City. Of course, my daily
preaching on our radio station is demanding
and leaves me little time for other sermon
preparation.
The Lord is still opening many doors
for teaching. I have been asked repetitively
to give a theology course in Quebec City.
God willing, I will be teaching a class on
the 1689, starting in January 2014. We
already have people from other churches
who are planning to attend. The Faculté
de théologie évangélique in Montreal has
also invited me to give a course for them in
Quebec City. In fact, the dean would like
our church to become a teaching point for
them in Quebec City. Our CERB (Centre
d’études réformées baptistes) is still
operating and I am planning two courses
for 2014-15.
Now, regarding the missionary aspect,
I am more and more involved with a church
pastored by a man who asked me to be his

The Perrons

<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Raymond Perron speaks prior to the baptism
of Louis-Philippe Juneau.
mentor. Our relationship keeps developing
very harmoniously and as I meet with his
church, I have received a warm welcome.
I have been able to give him good books
provided by our ARBCA’s office in
Carlisle.
Please pray for this man and for his
church. His name is Abraham Montiel.
I am also teaching a cell group every
other Friday. Thus far, two of the families
involved have already started to attend our
church.
Talking about missions, Pastor Jacques
Pelletier and I made an extra effort to

develop a burden for missions in our church
in Quebec City. We have been very pleased
with our people’s response. So, in 2013, we
were able to send money to ARBCA and to
participate in a man’s support for his going
to China. We also have secured an amount
of money for a young lady, Christine
McMillan, who is serving in Cameroon.
Our radio station ministry keeps going
forward as our Lord opens new doors for
extending it. We received a request from a
group of pastors in the Eastern townships
asking us for a repeater in Magog. They
are ready to take care of all the expenses
involved in the project. We are actually
in discussion with them to establish a
modus operandi. We are also in touch with
HJBC mission as they show interest in
broadcasting my morning program (Parole
du matin) on the air in their new radio
station inn Congo, Africa.
Allow me now to share about some
events. We had the joy of baptizing a
20-year-old man in December. Some of
you might know him since he has attended
the BTC Conference twice. His name is
Louis-Philippe Juneau, the adopted son of
one of our deacons. He provided a powerful
testimony regarding his conversion. I had
the privilege of preaching on the occasion.
God willing, my wife and I should be
at the next General Assembly in Gilbert,
as I am scheduled to report. I have been
invited to take advantage of my being in
the States to visit and preach in some of our
ARBCA churches.
Our Quebec association’s GA is
See Perrons, page 9
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Open Thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law.
(Psalm 119:18)

Montreal

May the Lord lead us to discover the
wonders of His law: Is this not our prayer
whenever we open the Word of God? Is
this not our prayer for our brothers and
sisters every time we preach the Word?
And is this not our prayer whenever
we proclaim the Gospel to the unsaved?
We thank the Lord for the work He
is doing at l’Église réformée baptiste
de Montréal. We are grateful to the
Lord for the growth of the number of
those in attendance. I continue to have
opportunities to give Bible studies in
cafés.
Some of those who come drop out
before completing the studies; others
complete them but do not commit their
life to the Lord. And others commit their
life to the Lord, are baptized, and become
members of the church.
Currently, I am holding a Bible study
with a woman who grew up in a Christian
family, but never really committed to
the Lord. This is the first time she has
participated in a Bible study. We pray that
her heart will be transformed by the Word
of God.
Among those I am giving these
studies to, there is a man whose wife

Perrons
From page 8

scheduled for April 22-23 in Lac Mégantic
and we are thankful to our brother Gordon
Taylor, who has so kindly accepted to be
our guest speaker. We are also preparing for
celebrating our church’s 25th anniversary
in Quebec City on May 25th. Pastor Arden
Hodgins from La Mirada (my sending
church) will be our speaker and guest of
honor.

The Durands

<aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>

Daniel, Loraine,
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
45 Douglas-Anderson
Chateauguay, QC J6J 5J5
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is not a Christian. She manifests a very
strong opposition to Christianity.
I believe he is a Christian. We pray
that the Lord will give him wisdom
concerning his situation.
We are also grateful to the Lord for
spiritual growth.
We pastors have the role of providing
care for the sheep. But there is a work
that we cannot do, and it is the inner
transformation of the sheep.
Many of the people at our church are
maturing. A woman who joined us a few
years ago was very weak and wavering
in her Christian walk. Today, she is an
example of perseverance in following the
Lord, despite hardship.
Our brother Andy continues to serve
as an intern. He has been nominated to
become an elder. We believe that he will
serve as an elder for several years and
eventually, the church will recommend
I am giving premarital counseling to
Peter and Élie-Anne, whose wedding I will
officiate on May 10. We are also planning
the ordination of a new elder in 2014.
On a family level now, we are most
thankful to God for Diane’s new job. We
were praying for a less demanding position
and our prayer has been answered. Diane
is now working three days a week in a law
firm. Please, keep praying for our son
Jonathan’s conversion.
Thank you for your precious prayers
and fellowship.

him to full-time ministry of the Word.
Andy, and his wife Catherine, are a great
encouragement to us all.
We are also encouraged by the
commitment of the members in their
offerings. We do not pass the offering
basket during the service, and we rarely
talk about money. We’ve seen this year
a very significant increase in offerings.
We note that as our ARBCA support
decreases, our members are taking over
this role.

Aylmer

Regarding the Aylmer church-plant,
there is a brother who has recently had
to leave. He returned to his country in
Africa.
However, we have welcomed the
arrival of a new family who also comes
from Africa. This family used to attend a
Reformed church in Africa.
We continue to pray for André Pinard,
who has a full-time secular job in addition
to assuming the main tasks of churchplanting. We also thank the Lord for his
wife Carole, and her precious support.

Personal Note

My wife and I just learned that our
daughter and her husband are expecting a
little girl. We thank the Lord for the joy of
seeing our extended family grow.
We thank you warmly for your
love for us and for your support.
We receive it as from the Lord.
May our great God fill you with all his
blessings.
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Radio

We preach Christ and Him crucified.
This is a clear difference from the messages
that the general population are used to
hearing.
For this reason, some people get upset
and angry with us because we speak of man’s
depravity, which offends the prosperity
gospel that people are deeply rooted into in
Argentina. But other people are pleased by
the true message we seek to deliver.
Several people have come to the church
after hearing the messages on the radio. You
can hear the program on Facebook at “Grace
Church Of Monte de Luz “ and also at
www.radiouniverso987.com.ar People are
listening from different places in Argentina
and Chile, including a pastor who is shaping
a church in his home. He is embracing the
Reformed doctrines. I also invite people to
communicate with me on my phone, which
I leave open 24 hours a day. The radio has
proven a good ministry!

The Molinas

Jorge and Bilma
Monte de Luz Iglesia de la Gracia
Rio Carcarana 551
Carlos Paz, Cordoba
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Sermons

We preach and teach the Word of God
both at our home church and other churches
where I am invited to go, as well as on the
radio and in group discussions. For the past
six Sundays we have been studying the
book of Romans, which has been a great
blessing.

Growth

On the radio: Jorge Molina, right, speaks with a guest.

We are growing slowly but surely.
We have a women’s meeting on Saturdays
along with a Tuesday prayer meeting.
This includes fellowship and study of the
doctrine based on the Word of God, also
using as a reference the Baptist Confession
of Faith of 1689. Our central meeting is on
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
I would emphasize that the Lord is
shaping up a young man named Rodolfo
Salassa for faithful service. He is studying
with me in the William Carey Seminary
and is very committed to the work. He’s a
See Molinas, page 11

The Saturday Morning Ladies Study in progress.
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The Lord continues to bless the
ministry here in Las Vegas! The community
I serve is “warming up” to the idea of
having a chaplain and with that, more have
been coming to seek counseling, guidance,
prayer, and advice.
Also, the weekly Bible study has been
going well and it is amazing to see people’s
eyes opened as we work to see Christ in the
Scriptures. Just last week one man in the
group had a wonderful breakthrough as he
saw the promise of the Gospel in Gen. 3:15,
something he had never seen or considered
before. A smile crossed his face and joy
filled him as he realized, maybe for the
first time, that Jesus Christ is the center and
focus of all of Scripture. What a blessing to
shepherd him!
That being said, I would like to share
a few specific prayer request so that you
can be in prayer for those I have been
working with in the past few weeks. To
preserve confidentiality, I will not share
their names.
1 - A good friend of mine and dear
brother in the Lord has been sick and
struggling for the better part of three
months. During this time my friend has
been struggling with anxiety, doubt, and
slight depression. These things have been
affecting both his eating and the acid levels
in his stomach. Still more, all these things
taken together have been causing insomnia
as well.
In all of this, my friend is doing his
best to balance work, home, and school.
He is a husband and father of six, with a
newborn in the home. As one can imagine,
his ailments have been adding stress in the
home and on his wife as well. Our first
prayer is that in the midst of these struggles
that my friend would continue, as he has,
to seek the Lord in all things and to trust in
Him to sustain him. We also pray that God
would be merciful, relieving his ailments
and restoring him to health.
2 - Another good friend of mine
returned last month from a six-month
deployment. During his deployment, his

The Stoleys
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marriage suffered and several issues came
to light between him and his wife. This has
made his return home extremely difficult,
difficult to the point where he is wondering
if she will even remain with him.
This gentlemen is also a believer who
loves the Lord, reads Scripture faithfully,
and prays fervently. Please pray for my
friend’s marriage, pray for him, and pray
for his wife. While I do not know the details
of what has happened between them, I do
know that he has offered her forgiveness,
but she is unwilling to accept.
Pray that God would heal this marriage
and that He would bring about a spirit
of repentance and forgiveness. Pray that
through these trials that my friend will
continue to model Christ to his wife, and
that by these things she may come to know
and believe the gospel.
3 - In addition to the above, I have
been working with several men who are
struggling with a myriad of issues. They too
could use your prayers. One is recovering
from an attempted suicide. Thankfully, he
had the awareness to reach out for help
and first responders got to him before it
was too late. In the midst of this crisis this
gentlemen realized both his sinfulness and
his need to seek the Lord. Pray that God
would continue to heal this man, but most
of all that God by His Spirit would draw
this man to Christ.
A second man suffered the loss
of his wife by suicide within the past
couple months. He is now the single dad
of a beautiful 6- or 7-year-old daughter,
and both of them are in the process of
mourning. I was with this man the morning

after his wife’s death, when we called his
daughter out of school to give her the news.
The peace of God was with us that morning
and made the tragic day pass as easy as it
could. Pray that they will continue to do so
and that he and his daughter will continue
to heal.
In addition to mourning the loss of his
wife, this man also has some significant
personal issues that he must deal with with
in the immediate future. He is a Christian
and he does have a strong church family
supporting him, but pray that God will
open some doors to give help where help
is needed and that He will give clarity and
humility to ask for that help.
Please continue to pray for Janet. The
pregnancy is progressing well, the baby
is growing and healthy, and she is getting
more/better rest and not feeling as bad. :-)
May God continue to use us in this
ministry of reconciliation we have been
given.

Molinas
From page 10

lawyer, is married to Desiree, and has a small
daughter named Delfina. When he came to
the church he was deeply Arminian; today
he is totally inseparable from the doctrines
of grace, and his greatest satisfaction is the
sovereignty of God,
The Lord has greatly blessed us,
although we have had some drawbacks. We
have had intense and prolonged cold. We
See Molinas, page 12
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As this is my first contribution to
the Quarterly ARBCA Update I thought
I should give a brief description of the
context in which we are seeking to serve
Christ.
Crosspoint Church is one of nine
churches united under the banner of the
Fellowship of Reformed Baptist Churches
in New Zealand. (To my knowledge there
is just one—with possibly a second—
confessional Reformed Baptist church that
is not a member of the fellowship, and they
have varying degrees of informal interaction
with the churches in the Fellowship.)
I would estimate that in New Zealand
the total regular Sunday attendance
in churches subscribing to the 1689
Confession is somewhere between 550 and
650 people (including children).
The city of Palmerston North (pop.
82,100) is located in the lower North Island
of New Zealand (pop. 4.5 million), about
a two-hour drive north of the capital city,
Wellington. The city is home to one of
New Zealand’s eight universities as well
as other training institutions and a New
Zealand Army camp: with these influences
it is perhaps not surprising that more than
half of the ethnically diverse population is
aged under 25.
In Palmerston North there is a large
array of “churches,” Anecdotally, I have
been told there are more churches per

The Hugheses
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capita here than in any other city in New
Zealand, but only two other churches (both
Presbyterian) would subscribe to any of the
historic Reformed confessions. There are,
of course, other non-confessional churches
that have been influenced by the ministries
of men like John MacArthur, John Piper,
CJ Mahaney, etc., that would, to varying
degrees, embrace aspects of Reformed
theology.
The common lament I hear, however,
is that preaching is largely neglected, or
is trivial and lacking depth, clarity and
consistency.
This is the wider context in which we
are seeking to serve Christ in Crosspoint
Church. Our congregation currently numbers
about 12 (including our two children) and
we have a total of eight members from
three families, with an additional two
single men who are not members. My
family moved to Palmerston North almost

eight years ago from Christchurch (where I
had helped—I trust—in establishing Grace
Baptist Church) to be involved in planting
Grace Reformed Baptist Church.
We initially experienced five years
of slow growth, but these were followed
by five months of devastating attack by
the evil one, and during that time and for
awhile afterwards our numbers dropped by
two-thirds as people moved away, for both
legitimate and questionable reasons.
In August 2013 we changed our name
to Crosspoint Church and moved to a new
location where we are meeting in rented
office space above retail outlets in the
central city. This is in reality a fresh start for
the church plant, and though the church is
now small, it is in good heart and there is an
air of hopefulness and expectation among
the members as they look to the future.
We would really value your prayers as
we plan for and proceed into 2014.

Rodolfo, Desiree and Delfina Salassa.

The deteriorating roof of the meeting hall is
being repaired.

Molinas
From page 11

have brought in a portable heating system
and wear our coats, but we do not fully
combat the cold. We are repairing the roof
of the hall, which has deteriorated. But
we are happy, God is glorified and He is
faithful.
Our gratitude to all the brothers who
are helping and supporting us. The Lord
bless you.
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First School of Missions an eye-opener
David S. Hendrickx

“Amen! Not only was that the very best
ARBCA conference I have ever attended,
it was the best conference of any kind
that I have ever attended!! What precious
teaching, and what sweet unity. O how
good and O how pleasant when brethren
dwell together in unity!”
This was the sentiment of Pastor Jerry
Slate, of Berean Baptist Church in Austell,
Ga., to the first-of-its-kind ARBCA School
of Foreign Missions hosted by Grace
Covenant Church, Olmstead Township,
Ohio, Oct. 23-24, 2013. Nearly 25 men
and women attended from 14 ARBCA
churches.
The purpose of the conference,
according to the brochure, was to learn
the key elements of foreign missions: The
Priority of Missions, The Principles of
Missions, The Preparation of Missions, and
Missionary Coordination and Care.
This
purpose
was
skillfully
accomplished through a series of six
lectures, followed by lively group
discussion, over a period of two days.

1. Theological Foundation

Jim Adams led off with a paper on the
theological underpinning for mission.
“Working together toward the goal
of filling the earth with the knowledge of
the glory of God,” Jim observed, “is God’s
passion.”
Drawing our attention to the regulative
principle and quoting from Bavinck’s
classic work, “An Introduction to the
Science of Missions,” we learn that “the
work of missions is the work of God; it is
not lawful for us to improvise. At each step
we must ask, what is it that God demands?
Although it will not always be easy to find
the right course, our search must surely be
led by what God has said in His Word.”
That course must include a threefold
aim: (1) the conversion of the lost, (2) the
establishment of the church, and (3) the
manifestation of divine grace.
Jim went on to emphasize the importance
of discipleship in the work of missions.
These concepts are all inscripturated for us
in the Great Commission.
“The Great Commission requires us

Pastor Matt Foreman, left, leads a panel discussion with, from left, David Vaughn, Jim Ad‑
ams, Steve Graham and Gordon Taylor.
not merely to ‘save souls’ with evangelism,
but to make disciples! Our very theological
foundation proclaims that Christ is Lord not
just over our souls, but over all of life.”

2. Cultivating Vision

Gordon Taylor spoke next about the
need to nurture enthusiasm and zeal for
foreign missions within the local body.
“The whole Bible is a missionary
book and should be preached that way!”
Gordon observed that the biblical warrant
for cultivating a vision for mission is in the
local church. Using selected passages in
Acts we learn that one of the most powerful
tools for vision casting the church has is
to receive reports on ongoing missionary
activity.
After Paul and Barnabas returned to
Antioch, they “gathered the church together
and declared all that God had done with
them…” (Acts 14:27). Churches planted,
preaching points started, elders appointed!
Imagine the enthusiasm for missions
generated.
Then, in chapter 15, we see how
missionaries turned theological controversy
into a platform for further mission activity.

In the same meeting, Peter answers criticism
of cross-cultural work by reporting on the
gospel going to Capernaum Gentiles.
Gordon emphasized the need for
leading the church to become personally
acquainted with missionaries and those
they are reaching. (I recall my wife telling
me that when she was a youth her parents
were always inviting visiting missionaries
to the house for lunch after morning
worship. It was undoubtedly, in part,
through these fascinating encounters that
Cathy surrendered herself for missions at
the end of her high school years.)

3. Discerning the Call

David Vaughn wrapped up the first
day with a message on the nature of the
missionary call. Consider this illustration:
In the 1700s the Moravians were sending
one missionary for every 60 members. On
the other hand, the rest of Protestantism
was sending out one missionary for every
5,000 members.
“Are we to think that God had chosen
the Moravians to do 90 percent of the work,
See Missions, page 18
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the religious situation in Colombia.
According to the seventh edition of
Operation World, published in 2010, in
1960 the evangelical population was only a
tiny 0.6 percent of the population.
However, by 2010 the evangelical
population had grown to 7.5 percent! Or, to
put it another way, in 1933 it was estimated
there were only 15,000 evangelicals, but in
2010 the estimate is 3.5 million and some
put it as high as 5 million.
Although Colombia has been known
for murder, crime and kidnapping, in
recent years there has been more political
stability. However, Colombia still remains
dangerous in certain areas.
Overall,
however, there has been progress. The
growth in the Reformed Baptist movement
has also been significant.
When Stan Line arrived in 1963, there
were no Reformed Baptist churches. Today
many Reformed Baptist churches exist and
more are being planted. The exact number
is difficult to nail down, but it appears
there are about 20 that have adopted the
Confession.

Bogotá

First, I take you to Bogotá and introduce
you to seven men who are ministering in
six different churches.
Augusto Ramirez began his ministry in
the La Alborada church in November 2013.
This church had been without a pastor for
quite some time and his acceptance of the
call was an answer to many prayers both in
Colombia and the USA.
Augusto was brought up and
evangelized with a Pentecostal emphasis.
At 21 he entered the Korean Presbyterian
Seminary, where he was taught the
Doctrines of Grace. Although he had never
heard this teaching, he soon accepted it.
During seminary he was the pastor of
a church and then in 2008 became a pastor
with Helbreth Conde at the Redeemer
Church. He labored there until called to La
Alborada. He said it was not easy to leave
Redeemer.
Antonio Orjuela has been responsible
for both the church in La Alborada and the
church in del Norte. He is very thankful

Pastor Ramiro and Olga Beltran, of Bosa congregation in Bogotá.
that the Lord has called Augusto. This will
give him the liberty of concentrating on del
Norte.
Antonio expressed the need for
more saints in the congregation to take
responsibility for the work that needs to be
done. He is, however, encouraged that the
two churches maintained good attendance

Augusto Ramirez, newly appointed to the La
Alborada church in Bogotá.

Pastor Antonio Orjuela, who leads the del
Norte church in Bogotá.

and unity during the time when he was
stretched thin in ministering to both.
Helbreth Conde is a very busy man!
He pastors the Redeemer Church, teaches
at the Grace and Love Christian School,
preaches at the chapel, counsels students
See Colombia, page 15
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and holds meetings for the pastors so as to
influence them toward the Reformed faith.
The church now has a membership
of 40 with an attendance of 70 to 80.
When Helbreth came to the church it was
charismatic, but the Lord allowed him to
lead the church to a Reformed position.
The church is in an area where there is
poverty so they are not able to support him
fully. He supplements his income with the
work at the school.
Ramiro Beltran is the pastor of a church
plant sponsored by the La Alborada church
in the area of Bosa, Bogotá. This work
began when Brent Line, Stan’s son, started
a prayer meeting with a family. Although
the prayer meeting did not continue, the
desire for a church did.
Ramiro continued to study theology
and the La Alborada church ordained
him in 2005 and the church plant began.
Ramiro was able to finish theological
training through American Reformed
Baptist teachers and now labors faithfully.
The church has been able to purchase its
own building and they are very thankful for
the improvements that have been made.
Guillermo Gomez and Jorge Enrique
Castañeda are the co-pastors of another

Pastors in Medellín: from left, Oscar Gomez, Sergio Ruiz, Hector Romero, Andreas Taberes,
Julio Zaluaga.
Reformed Baptist church in Bogotá. In teaching from them. Guillermo believes
the past they have been involved in formal there are now seven churches in Bogotá
pastoral training, but now continue that that would fully subscribe to the 1689. Stan
training more informally for pastors and Line commented that he believes Guillermo
laymen one night a week. Guillermo wants a relationship among churches much
expressed his desire to see a solid Reformed like ARBCA. These two pastors are also
Baptist foundation established in Bogotá so very interested in church planting and asked
that a good harvest could be reaped in the about the ARBCA church planting strategy.
future.
They also mentioned that they have been
For this reason, he sees the need to asked to teach pastors in Ecuador.
move slowly as some 57 men receive
This is a very encouraging open door
and they hope to help these pastors.
Manuel Cendales is the man I
introduced to you at the beginning of this
article. His story is truly amazing. Once
he read the literature Stan gave to him, he
began to teach differently. Most of the
400 attendees left, but this brother did not
give up. He continued to preach, teach and
proceed with reformation.
Today he has an excellent publication,
blog post, sermons on line and 60 church
members, with an attendance of about
120. He also testified how he used to stir
emotions with music; now he selects only
doctrinally sound music.
I am very thankful for these solid men
in Bogotá, who have every intention of
firmly holding onto sound doctrine and, at
the same time, seeing the gospel progress
in their populous city.

Guillermo Gomez, left, and Jorge Enrique Castañeda are co-pastors in Bogotá.

See Colombia, page 16
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Medellín

Now I want to take you to Medellín.
This economic center is known, as Stan
Line says, “for getting things done.” That
mentality is also seen in the Reformed
Baptist movement. The energy, vision
and efforts of these men are almost mindboggling!
Rather than looking at each man
individually, I want to summarize the
efforts of these men: growth in existing
congregations, church planting, ministerial
training and associational plans.

Growth in Existing
Congregations

One of the churches has seen especially
phenomenal growth over the past three
years. The church, whose pastors are Julio
Benitez and Sergio Ruiz, has multiplied
from 50 to 300 in the last three years. This
has presented some significant challenges,
but they remain committed to faithful
teaching and shepherding of this flock.
They reported that much of the growth
came as the result of a conference on the
Doctrines of Grace in Medellín. Those
who attended this well-known preacher’s
sermons wanted more depth than they were
getting in their churches so gravitated to
this Reformed Baptist church.
Another church, the Amazing Grace
Baptist Church, has Julio Zuluaga and
Andreas Taberes as pastors. They have
about 30 to 40 in the church with 20
candidates for membership.
Both of
these men continue to faithfully shepherd
the church during this time of significant
growth.

Church Planting

The churches in Medellín have united
to help support a church-planting pastor,
Hector Romero. Because of the spread of
Reformed doctrine through various men
from the States, people around in Medellín
have been searching for solid teaching.
Hector has been visiting four to six
different locations around and in Medellín
or in other cities to meet with groups
interested in forming a Reformed Baptist
church. Besides the services in his own
church, he flies to other groups three times

Students training at “The Farm,” near Medellín.
a month. He gave an example of a group
growing from four to 45 in just a few
months. A few of these places are planning
to constitute to become Reformed Baptist
churches. Hector longs to have help, as he
does not know how long he can sustain the
present pace.
Another pastor, Oscar Gomez,
attempted to lead his church to a Reformed
position and, as a result, suffered much.
After a 22-year ministry his church
dismissed him. He was helped greatly by
the other Reformed Baptist pastors and so
is grateful for the love that was shown. He
said that he and his wife did not know how
they were going to eat, but the churches
helped him. Now he is planting a Reformed
Baptist church as a bi-vocational pastor.

Ministerial Training

I had the privilege of visiting “The
Farm.” This is a ministerial training
institute on a mountaintop about one hour
outside of Medellín. At this location are
18 young men being trained for the gospel
ministry. The responsibility of academic
dean rests upon Andreas Taberes.
Three other men from Medellín help
with the teaching, plus occasional visits
from Reformed Baptist men from the USA.
The 18 men are in training for eight months
and are fully supported by a generous
businessman who wishes to see Reformed
Baptist churches planted in Colombia.
At present the buildings are rather
rustic, but construction is progressing.
Some of the present buildings are being

Stan Line and Helbreth Conde
improved and plans are also to construct
new ones. This is, to say the least, a huge
undertaking for the pastors of Medellín!
They are looking for advice and help
from Reformed Baptist men here in the
States as they develop this program. They
do want thoroughly confessional men as
they continue, as they say, “the legacy of
Stan Line.”

Associational Plans

Much to my surprise and delight, some
of the men from Medellín told me they have
translated the ARBCA Constitution into
Spanish and are intent on forming a Latin
America Association of Reformed Baptist
Churches. They had their first exploratory
meeting in January of 2014.
Some of the men in Bogotá asked me
whether I thought a regional association or
a larger association would be best. I told
them that both have a place. This desire for
See Colombia, page 17
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associations is most encouraging.

Poiema Publications

Stan Line and I had the privilege of
visiting David Adams, son of ARBCA
pastor Jim Adams, who operates a
publishing venture in Medellín. He is
publishing very helpful literature for the
Reformed community.
Also, at his church, he leads a group
called “Faith and Vocation.”
These
businessmen and women gather weekly
to discuss how their faith applies to their
business life. In the group is a former drug
lord’s wife (her husband was murdered),
and a man who (unlike almost all Medellín
businessmen) declares all of his income
and, consequently, has a strong Christian
testimony in the business district.

Conclusion

I hope that you can see these are days of
great opportunity in Colombia. These are
also days where the Colombia Reformed
Baptist is becoming truly indigenous.

Commentary
From page 3

Along the way specific plans were
formed and decisions were made. Our
people prayed about specific ways that
they could help. A number of our people
gave money beyond what the church had
budgeted.
A Missions Care Team was formed,

IRBS
From page 4

again. We see this as important, not just
to complete the teaching of the Symbolics
course, but to strengthen the links of
trust and cooperation between Reformed
Baptists in the U.K. and the U.S.
The Reformed Baptist cause in the
U.K. is very hard to assess, but it would be
an exaggeration to say it was strong. It is
certainly very different from the situation
in the U.S. We have no training institution
like IRBS; we have a less self-consciously

Faith and Vocation group in Medellín, led by David Adams, at left in rear.
More than one said to me, “We do not
need continual support from American
churches.”
This was music to my ears! Whatever
help we give from the States, we must

make sure we recognize these brothers as
our equals.

using “Serving as Senders” to make sure
that we thoroughly addressed areas like
prayer, logistics, moral support, finances,
communication, and re-entry.
The team is currently made up
of elders, deacons and other church
members, including women and high
school students.
The high school students had a
special desire to make sure that Matthew’s
children were looked after. Our young
lady Katherine developed a burden to go

along and help take care of their children
so Matthew and his wife could learn the
language much more easily.
All of this has been a big
encouragement to the members of the
church, and it has helped us to feel the
privilege and the responsibility that we
all have to help the spread of the Gospel
by intentionally sending those who go. It
was a sorrowful time to see them go, but it
was also mixed with joyful anticipation to
see what God is going to do next.

confessional
identity; we
are probably
m o r e
preoccupied
w i t h
survival than
cooperation,
expansion or
purity.
Clearly,
the Reformed
Baptist cause
Pastor Martin Grubb and
in the U.S.
his wife Eve.

is benefitting from English Baptists of a
bygone age – the 17th century, especially.
Some of us in England feel we could benefit
from the enthusiasm and knowledge of
present day U.S. Reformed Baptists.
It is certainly the hope of the present
writer that Dr. Renihan’s visits will continue
for many years to enrich the churches of
England, and any churches from other
countries represented by those attending
future conferences in the Northwest of
England.
Martin Grubb is a pastor at Trinity
Baptist Church, Charlesworth, England.

Gordon Taylor is coordinator for the
Association of Reformed Baptist Churches
of America.
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taking the gospel to the unreached in that
generation? Of course not! Something was
wrong within the rest of Protestantism
about missions,” David said. “The call was
there but it was not being heard!”
The nature of the call must be
understood by both the church doing the
sending and the one being sent.
We learned that “God sends his
missionary call not first to the individual
Christian, saying, ‘Go,’ but to the local
churches, saying, ‘send.’” (Acts 13). “All
of us have the missionary call. Not all will
go. But all are to send.”
Who goes to the mission field will
depend on factors like: the burden on one’s
heart for the perishing, the command in
the Great Commission, prayer, proven
gifts and graces (can you eat seafood?),
and opportunity. This lecture also covered
important how-to topics, such as “How do
I determine a field of service and prepare
myself for an eventual call to missions?”
This lecture was perhaps best oriented to
the person desiring to become a foreign
missionary.

4. The Three-Self Movement

Jim Adams began the second day by
answering the question, “What contributes
to the forming of an indigenous church?”
When can the missionary conclude that the
church he is planting is “formed?”
Help comes by understanding the role
of the three selfs – self-supporting, selfgoverning and self-propagating.
Self-supporting speaks to the national
church’s tithes and offerings and its
organic ability to begin supporting its own
pastor and paying its own expenses. Selfgoverning speaks to the church’s ability to
govern its own affairs. Self-propagating
speaks to the church’s ability to carry out
the Great Commission and begin to plant
churches.
A good example of a church striving to
meet these qualifications is our supported
church in Santiago. Though they still
receive pastoral salary support from
ARBCA, they have a plurality of elders
and are fully self-governing. They also
have planted one church in Curacaví and
are working with other brothers in Punta

Jim Adams speaks to participants during a session of the School of Missions.
Arenas. (This concept has international
acceptance. I recall seeing a hand-painted
sign in the fellowship hall of an Aliancista
church in Valdivia proclaiming they were a
three-self church.)
Jim repeatedly pointed out that without
the Holy Spirit we can do nothing. One of
the selfs is NOT self-dependence. “Selfdependence will defeat us!”

5. Preparing for
Cross-Cultural Ministry

David Vaughn introduced and
explained the importance of cultural
adaptation in cross-cultural ministry.
David conjoined four C’s in explaining
the need: cultural adaptation is commanded
by God, it is complex, it must be cultivated,
it must be controlled by biblical criteria,
and lastly, it must commence before the
missionary arrives on the field.
Cultural adaptation is everything
entailed in qualifying and training a person
to “set aside his own cultural baggage to
become one of them.” This concept takes
its cue from the apostle Paul, who said, “To
the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win
Jews. To those under the law I became as
one under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those under
the law” (1 Cor. 9:20).

6. Caring for the Missionary

Gordon Taylor concluded the series
of lectures with a discussion of the home
church’s responsibility to “hold the other
end of the rope.” If David’s lecture on
discerning the call is of great interest to the
one being sent, this excellent lecture is for
the church doing the sending.

Gordon went to lengths to show the
sending church’s responsibility versus the
support to that church provided by the
ARBCA office/coordinator and RBMS.
We learned that 50 percent of missionaries
do not finish or return to the field after
completing their first term of service. The
sending church has the extremely important
duty of making sure our missionaries thrive
on the field.
Just as important as caring for the
missionary while he is sent is caring for him
when he returns and is integrated back into
the life of his church. Much of Gordon’s
lecture is derived from the book “Serving
As Sender” by Neil Pirolo (available on
Amazon in book and Kindle format). Every
church considering supporting a missionary
should read this book.
The big take-away for me was how
sweeping the agreement was among the
participants on how the line between home
missions and foreign missions is blurred.
Jim Adams said that “the mission field
had come into our cities from the nations
of the world.” It is no longer necessary to
travel outside your home town to become
personally involved in “foreign missions.” It
is becoming more accessible to everyone.
For example, ministry in El Paso-Las
Cruces-Juarez has the potential to reach
beyond 2.5 million people, the majority
Hispanic. It is becoming increasingly
necessary that churches not only send
missionaries but become missional entities
at home. This could be a useful subject for
future conferences.
See Missions, page 19
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The ‘Favorite Books Survey’: Here are the results
At the 2013 General Assembly, the ARBCA Publications
Committee asked delegates to list their favorite books. Here are
the results of the survey that participants filled out, alphabetically
by author’s last name. The numbers in parentheses indicate how
many named that particular book, if it was more than one.

1. After the Bible, what are your five all-time favorite books?
Christian Counselor’s Manual,
by Jay Adams
Competent to Counsel,
by Jay Adams
Theology of Biblical Counseling,
by Jay Adams
Cur Deus Homo,
by Anselm of Canterbury
The Confessions of Augustine,
by Augustine of Hippo
The City of God,
by Augustine of Hippo
In Defense of the Decalogue, by Richard Barcellos
The Science of Missions, by John Bavinck
The Saints’ Everlasting Rest, by Richard Baxter
Progress of Doctrine in New Testament, by Thomas D. Bernard
The True Bounds of Christian Freedom, by Samuel Bolton
Robert Murray M’Cheyne, by Andrew Bonar
Words to Winners of Souls, by Horatius Bonar
Life Together, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
The Christian Ministry, by Charles Bridges (3)
The Pilgrim’s Progress, by John Bunyan (6)
Gospel Remission, by Jeremiah Burroughs
The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment,
by Jeremiah Burroughs

Missions
From page 18

Jim Adams challenged us all with the following illustration.
Michael Oh, a missionary to Japan, tells the story of a recent
encounter with two Pakistanis in New York City. One was a
Christian who was sharing a ride with a Muslim. The Christian
asked his countryman, “How is the kingdom of Islam going?”
“Great,” replied the driver. “Americans are so afraid of us.
They are so afraid to bleed” (“Finish the Mission,” p. 106).
Asked Adams: “Are we afraid to “bleed” in our taking the
gospel of our Lord to the nations? Afraid to sacrifice the comforts
of home, the joy of seeing our families (and grandchildren!)? I
believe there are many reformed Christians, Reformed Baptists
among us who are not afraid to ‘bleed’ and give their lives for
Jesus and the spread of His gospel to the world!
“Can we say with John Paton, ‘If I can live and die serving and
honoring the Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether

Institutes of Christian Religion,
by John Calvin
Today’s Gospel, by Walt Chantry (4)
The Bride of Christ, by Claude Chavasse
Total Church,
by Tim Chester and Steve Timmis
Lectures on the Pilgrim’s Progress,
by George B. Cheever
William Grimshaw of Haworth,
by Faith Cook
Distinctives of Baptist Covenant
Theology, by Pascal Denault (3)
Personal Declension and Revival
of Religion in the Soul, by Philip Doddridge
God Without Parts, by James Dolezal
Narrative of Surprising Conversions, by Jonathan Edwards
Law-Death, Gospel-Life, by Ralph Erskine
The Christian Life, by Sinclair Ferguson
Last Things First, by John V. Fesko
Marrow of Modern Divinity, by Edward Fisher
Opening Ephesians, by Peter Jeffrey
The Prodigal God, by Tim Keller
Authority, by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
Preaching and Preachers, by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
Spiritual Depression, by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
The Bondage of the Will, by Martin Luther
The Baptism of Disciples Alone, by Fred Malone
Magna Carter Americana, by Cotton Mather
Tell the Truth, by Will Metzger
With Reverence and Awe, by Daryl Hart and Richard Muether
See Favorite Books, page 20
I am eaten by cannibals or by worms?’”
“It takes men who can do more than sign a confession of
faith—men who are willing to ‘bleed,’ who remember Christ,
raised from the dead, and who, with Paul, are willing to ‘endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the
salvation that is Christ Jesus with eternal glory.’ (2 Tim. 2:8-10)
“Let us be true to our theological foundations and take the
gospel to the nations for the glory of our great King Jesus!”
I heartily agree with Jerry Slate’s assessment of the conference:
This was absolutely the best ARBCA conference I have ever
attended, ever!!! Every ARBCA pastor, leader and member
interested in missions should attend the next conference. Many
thanks to the RBMS committee for making this happen, and to the
great folks at Grace Covenant Church for their warm hospitality
on the first day of snowfall. (All six lectures are available at www.
arbca.com/sermons).
David S. Hendrickx is pastor of Santa Teresa Baptist Church,
Santa Teresa, N.M.
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The Forgotten Spurgeon, by Iain Murray
The Puritan Hope, by Iain Murray
Revival & Revivalism, by Iain Murray
Jonathan Edwards, by Iain Murray
The First Forty Years (D. M. LloydJones), by Iain Murray
Redemption Accomplished and
Applied, by John Murray (3)
Opening Proverbs,
by Jim Newheiser
The Glory of Christ, by John Owen
Works of John Owen, Vol. 1,
by John Owen
Works of John Owen, by John Owen
Covenant Theology: from Adam to Christ,
by Nehemiah Coxe and John Owen (2)
Knowing God, by J. I. Packer (5)
The Sovereignty of God, by A. W. Pink (4)
Seven Sayings of the Savior on the Cross, by A. W. Pink
Desiring God, by John Piper
Edification and Beauty, by James Renihan
The Coming of the Kingdom, by Herman N. Ridderbos
Exposition on the Gospel of John, by J. C. Ryle
Holiness, by J. C. Ryle (2)
The Works of Henry Scougal, by Henry Scougal
The Life of God in the Soul of Man, by Henry Scougal
Mission of Sorrow, by Gardiner Spring
A Pastor’s Sketches, by Ichabod Spencer (2)
Early Years; Full Harvest, by C. H. Spurgeon
The Soul Winner, by C. H. Spurgeon
Relationships: A Mess Worth Making, by Paul D. Tripp
Elenctic Theology, by Francis Turretin
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain
Biblical Theology, by Geerhardus Vos
The Kingdom of God and the Church, by Geerhardus Vos
The Godly Man’s Picture,
by Thomas Watson
Journey from Texts to Translations,
by Paul D. Wegner
The Potter’s Freedom,
by James White

2. What is your all-time favorite
Systematic Theology?

Reformed Dogmatics,
by Herman Bavinck (3)
Systematic Theology,
by Louis Berkhof (3)
The Institutes of Christian Religion, by
John Calvin
Hodge’s Systematic Theology (3 vol.), by Charles Hodge
Outlines of Theology, by A. A. Hodge
Post-Reformation Reformed Dogmatics, by Richard Mueller
Abstract of Theology, by James P. Boyce

Elenctic Theology, by Francis Turretin

3. What is your all-time favorite Biography(s)?

To the Golden Shore: Adoniram Judson, by Courtney Anderson
Here I Stand (Luther), by Roland Bainton
Robert Murray M’Cheyne, by Andrew Bonar (2)
George Whitefield, by Arnold Dalimore
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy, by Eric Metaxes
The Fight of Faith (D. M. Lloyd-Jones), by Iain Murray
Jonathan Edwards, by Iain Murray (4)
The First Forty Years (D. M. Lloyd-Jones), by Iain Murray (3)
Earnest Reisinger, by Geoffrey Thomas (2)
George Whitefield, by Luke Tyerman
The Teaching of Jesus Concerning
the Kingdom and the Church, by Geerhardus Vos

4. What one book would you give to a new pastor?

Competent to Counsel, by Jay E. Adams
Dear Timothy: Letters on Pastoral Ministry, ed. by Tom Ascol
The Christian Ministry, by Charles Bridges (4)
The Imperative of Preaching, by John Carrick
Today’s Gospel, by Walt Chantry
Life of George Whitefield,
by Arnold Dalimore
Preaching and Preachers,
by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
Spiritual Depression,
by D. M. Lloyd-Jones
The Forgotten Spurgeon,
by Iain Murray
Simplicity in Preaching, by J. C. Ryle
A Pastor’s Sketches,
by Ichabod Spencer
An All-Around Ministry, by C. H. Spurgeon

5. What one book would you give to one who is wrestling
with the call to the ministry?
The First Forty Years (D. M. Lloyd-Jones), by Iain Murray
Am I Called? by Dave Harvey (3)
Called to the Ministry, by Edmund P. Clowney (5)
The Christian Ministry, by Charles Bridges (2)
Lectures to My Students, by Charles H. Spurgeon
The Reformed Pastor, by Richard Baxter

6. What books you would like to see republished?

Orthodox Catechism, by Hercules Collins
Vindiciae Veratatis, by Nehemiah Coxe
Sermon preached at ordination of an elder and deacon,
by Nehemiah Coxe
The Everlasting Gospel, by Benjamin Keach
The Display of Glorious Grace, by Benjamin Keach
A Treatise Concerning the Covenant and Baptism (With Two
Appendices), by Edward Hutchinson
A Treatise Concerning the Lawful Subject of Baptism,
by John Spilsbury

“
Without any means but books was God pleased to resolve me to
himself.” (Richard Baxter)

