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Jim Adams, at left in rear, with attendees at the Hermosillo pastors conference in Mexico.

Doctrines of grace spreading like wildfire south of the border
By Dr. Jim Adams

The Economist, an international
magazine with worldwide editorial offices
and in circulation since September 1843,
published an article in its Nov. 15, 2014
edition with the title at the top of this
article, and subtitled “What is driving the
advance of evangelical Protestantism in
Latin America?”
It focuses on the startling fact that
“Latin America is undergoing significant
religious change.”
What facts does The Economist cite?

Since 1970 the world’s most Roman
Catholic continent is in the process of
a reformation which shows no signs of
slowing down! Now only 69 percent
of adult Latin Americans are Catholics,
down from 92 percent in 1970. Today 40
percent of the world’s Catholics live in
Latin America — some 425 million. But
the number of Protestants is growing at the
astounding rate of 400 per hour!
What is the driving force of this
growth? Millions have come to faith in
Christ through Pentecostal churches, but
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now a significant portion of these believers
are seeking God’s Word and the gospel of
God’s amazing sovereign grace! The cheap
grace of the popular religions has turned out
to be very costly.
The great Reformation principle of
“Sola Scriptura” has set the foundation for
a true reformation in the 21st century that
never came to Latin America in the 16th.
Sadly, the cheapening of grace exported
from the charlatans in our country still
deceives many.
See Reformation, page 15
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Commentary: How to promote missions in your church
While preparing the lectures that I gave at the 2013 School of
Foreign Missions I thought of various practical ways that I have seen
in which missions can be promoted by local churches.
In addition to my own ideas, I received excellent suggestions
from David Vaughn and Michael Emadi.
My prayer is that missions will always be the central focus of
ARBCA and that the Lord will use the preaching of the gospel to reach
our needy world for Christ.
What are some concrete ways that missions may be promoted in
the local church?
A. The Missionary Conference
There are two churches that hold such conferences every year,
which include the ARBCA/RBMS coordinator.
One church has had a full weekend with two sessions on Friday
evening, a Saturday breakfast with a session, a Saturday evening meal
and two sessions, Sunday school, a Sunday morning mission message
and two sessions on Sunday evening. They have done this for over
20 years.
ARBCA member Redeemer Baptist Church in Macon, Ga. has a
missionary emphasis every year in January. The ARBCA coordinator
attends a men’s prayer breakfast on Saturday morning, gives two
presentations on Saturday evening with a pizza supper in between,
gives an (ARBCA Update) presentation during Sunday school,
preaches Sunday morning and gives a final presentation on Sunday
afternoon after a church dinner.
Heritage Church in Fayetteville, Ga. has a yearly missionary
emphasis on a selected Lord’s Day. Others churches do similar
conferences. This regular kind of emphasis creates an increasing
burden for missions.
B. “Operation World”
One church has a man give a brief (two- to three-minute) review
of a country from “Operation World” and then he prays for that country
during the morning worship service. Another church uses “Operation
World” during its prayer meeting.
C. Missionary Letters
Some churches post missionary letters on the bulletin board
and other churches read them or give a synopsis to the congregation.
Electronic letters can be forwarded to the entire congregation.
D. ARBCA Flip Chart
Some churches make good use of this tool, available from Grace
Fellowship Church in Bremen, Ind. One pastor’s wife used the flip
chart for the children’s Sunday school. The Lord’s Day we visited
the church, the children gathered eagerly around the ARBCA display.
They knew us though we had not met them. And they knew the
missionaries! It was a heart-warming experience.
E. Women’s Prayer Group
Grace Baptist Church in Carlisle, Pa. has a very active women’s
prayer group that meets monthly. These ladies seek prayer requests and
share them and then they pray specifically for the RBMS missionaries,
national pastors and ARBCA church planters.
F. Men’s Prayer Breakfast
I mentioned that Macon does this. I must study carefully all the

missionary news before I go to that church because these men know
the needs and will ask me specific questions. By the way, the pastor
will say, “We had part in this success, for the Lord answered our
prayers.” This creates a holy excitement as the men hear of the Lord’s
work in answer to their prayers.
G. Mission Applications in Sermons
Since the Bible is a missionary book, this will not be hard to do!
H. Short Term Missions
Such trips, carefully planned and thoughtfully executed, can be
a great way to promote missions in the local church. I was in one
church that goes to the same location twice a year with teams to help
with medical and spiritual needs. I spoke with several teens who said
they hoped to be missionaries someday. This was due to the repeated
exposure to missions they had on these trips.
I. Sunday School Classes on Missions
Grace Baptist Church in Carlisle did a quarter on some of the
great missionaries. A number of men did biographical sketches. The
young people were included in these sessions.
J. Missionary Book Reports
Reports can be given in youth groups and other small groups and
given by the youth or church members on age appropriate missionary
biographies.
K. Missionary Trip for Your Pastor
His visit and/or ministering on a missionary field, and then
reporting back to the congregation, may well create a greater interest
in missions.
L. Letters to Missionaries
Have church members write letters to the missionaries you
support and keep them up on the news of the church. Make sure that
they make it plain that they do not need a response, so as not to burden
the missionary.
M. The Prayer Meeting
This is one of the best places to emphasize missions. Every week
a different missionary and his work can be highlighted.
N. Special Projects
Most years the ARBCA General Assembly votes on special
projects centered on missions. A church could select one or two of
these special projects for prayer and giving.
O. Print the Missionary Prayer Focus (MPF)
The MPF is sent out monthly from the ARBCA office and a copy
may be printed for each church member. This excellent tool will give
good information that will help the saints keep up with and pray for
missions.
P. ARBCA Quarterly Update
Get this excellent resource into the hands of your people. This
publication has news from each of the ARBCA missionaries and
national pastors. The Quarterly Update is available online and either
is or soon will be available on a subscription basis.
Q. Videos
Here is a helpful website suggested by ARBCA pastor Mitch
Axsom: the Joshua Project at http://joshuaproject/resources/media.
See Commentary, page 20
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Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies: Reflections on a busy year
Psalm 90:12-17 (ESV)
So teach us to number our days, that we
may get a heart of wisdom.
13
Return, O Lord! How long? Have pity on
your servants!
14
Satisfy us in the morning with your
steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be
glad all our days.
15
Make us glad for as many days as you
have afflicted us, and for as many years as
we have seen evil.
16
Let your work be shown to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
17
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon
us, and establish the work of our hands
upon us; yes, establish the work of our
hands!
By Dr. James Renihan
Moses, the Man of God, reflecting on
the realities of life in the wilderness, reminds
us that our times have been granted to us by
our covenant Lord.
Moses knew that he would not enter the
Promised Land, nor would any of the other
adult Israelites of the generation that had
witnessed the great events of the Exodus
from Egypt. They would die in the desert,
and only the younger generation would
enjoy the fruit of the land flowing with milk
and honey.
In the midst of this chastisement,
Moses trusted in the goodness of the God
of heaven and earth. Whether He gives us
years of blessing or years of trouble, they
are all apportioned by the Lord. God’s work
and power and favor are most important.
Only he is able to establish our work. These
sustain His people in the midst of their
troubles.
Looking back on 2014, I see evidences
of the Lord’s work and power and favor
scattered throughout His churches. It was
one of the busiest years I can remember, and
full of interesting and challenging matters for
reflection. Beginning on the first weekend
of January and continuing throughout the
following 51 weeks, God’s handiwork was
constantly before me.
My first duty in the year was exceedingly
pleasant. I had the privilege, along with
many other elders, of participating in the
12

dedication service for the newly constituted
Tucson Reformed Baptist Church. The goal
and culmination of all of the work we do at
the Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies is
seeing the Lord work through men, extending
His kingdom. To observe this church come
into existence and begin to grow, and to join
with others in setting aside Rob Cosby for
the ministry is an enormous blessing. It was
a wonderful way to begin the year.
From Tucson I traveled to Australia to
teach at Sunshine Coast Theological College
in Queensland, and (after about 36 hours
at home) I was off to Eastern Ukrainian
Theological Seminary in Donest’k, Ukraine.
At SCTC I taught Church History 1 (Early
and Medieval Church) and in Ukraine there
were two courses – Theology of Ministry and
The Relationship Between the Testaments.
The subsequent events at each of these
schools were amazing.
Dr. Terry Clarke, the Principal at SCTS,
reports significant growth and the expansion
of the work there. Rev. Sergei Karpenko,
President of EUTS, reports the same –
despite the ongoing war!
During my visit, protests were taking
place in the capitol city, Kiev, while
Donets’k was peaceful and life was normal.
Four months later, Donets’k was a war zone,
and the continued existence of the seminary
was in doubt. Truly, we do not know what a
day may bring (Prov. 27:1).
I don’t expect to ever be able to return
to Donets’k, and I am saddened by this. But
in God’s good providence, the conflict in
Eastern Ukraine has actually opened new
doors for work there, with courses now
being offered at a campus in Kiev, as well as
another in Crimea, even while the original
location remains active! There are more
students now than before the battles began.
The Lord is able to bring much good from
bewildering circumstances! He establishes
the work of our hands.
During the year, I had the privilege of
preaching in at least 24 different churches
or conferences. Some of these places have
seen wonderful blessing and growth; some
are plodding along; still others are in a
discouraged point in their church lives.

My visits to these places remind me
of the ebb and flow of the work of God in
our generation. Where one rejoices another
mourns, crying out as did the Psalmist, “O
LORD, how long?”
Both of these circumstances reflect the
realities of New Testament experience. The
church at Jerusalem grows spectacularly,
but in a few years contracts. For every
Thessalonica (1 Thess. 1:1-10), there is a
Corinth (1 Cor. 1:10-13 etc.).
In the churches I visited, the same
pattern is present. I don’t mean to say or
imply that any churches have the issues of
Corinth, simply that Corinth stands as an
example of the fact that churches may and do
face trouble. Whatever their circumstance,
the Lord has not abandoned his people.
Some seem to be walking through the desert,
others have entered the Promised Land, but
the Lord is at work building his church.
Many know that I have spent the past
eight months on a semi-study leave. Lynne
and I have traveled to several different
places, staying in several homes due to the
generosity of God’s people. In September
through December, I flew back and forth to
Escondido to teach my class (one weekend
a month) and worked on my exposition of
the Confession. I have not made as much
progress as I had hoped, but some advance
has been made.
Among the best of blessings is seeing
the work of God go forward in the lives of
young men.
In May, five men graduated from
IRBS/WSC; in September six men entered
our program. These are godly and gifted
young servants of Christ. They demonstrate
a genuine love for Christ, pressing after
sanctification and desiring to be used of God
for the good of souls.
Every year I am reminded of the great
privilege of spending time with these men
and seeing the hand of God on their lives.
Even better is the joyful experience of
watching the Lord bless their ministries.
During the year, I visited several
churches of graduates and watched with
See IRBS, page 5
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RBMS missions around the world
We have now been in Ireland for nearly
two months and only now is there some
semblance of order and normalcy in our
lives.
A raging battle continues between
Michael and the car insurance company.
Most car insurance companies won’t even
insure an American. Michael found one
that would but they are charging more than
we can afford. He has been trying to work
on getting a discount, but so far it has not
worked out.
Liam and Lorelai both have started
school. They are attending a Catholic
primary school though they don’t go to any
religious teaching sections. You can imagine
how well it went over when Lorelai, on the
very first day, told her entire class that she
doesn’t have to make the sign of the cross
when she prays. She is not the shy type.
Over the Christmas break Carlingford
had a small Christmas festival where there
was a lighting of a Christmas tree, bagpipe
players, Santa and free animal balloons. It
was very cold that day but it was a great
opportunity to be a part of a community
event and meet new people.
Dundalk Baptist Church also had a carol
service before Christmas, where we sang
Christmas hymns and focused particularly
on inviting our unsaved friends. After the
service was over we had a fellowship meal
with all who showed up.
Once a week (sometimes more) Ashley
meets with three moms from Carlingford.
All three women have really befriended
Ashley and they do a lot together. They
meet at a local coffee house or go running
together. None of the women are believers.
Please pray for these women as this is a

IRBS
From page 4

delight as they led the people of God. I
listened as these same people told me about
their love for their young pastors, and the

The Emadis

<Michael@Emadi@gmail.com>
Michael, Ashley, Liam, Lorelai and Méav
Orchard Cottage, Beck Lane
Rockmarshall, Jenkinstown
Dundalk, Co Louth IRELAND

great opportunity for Ashley to speak into
their lives.
Many have wondered how would
someone whose interests are biblical
languages, linguistics, and foreign languages
find opportunities to witness on the field. In
God’s kind providence, Michael’s interests
have opened a lot of doors.
Our neighbors speak Polish, another
friend that Michael made is from Italy and
doesn’t speak great English, and there is
also an Irish Gaelic group from Carlingford
that meets every week. His genuine interest
in their native language allows for easy
conversations to begin. We have also met
people who speak French and Lithuanian.
The Italian man is named Francesco. He
is the chef at Michael’s favorite restaurant

in Carlingford – Riina’s. Recently, his
friend was killed in a car accident in Italy.
Please pray for him and that there would be
many opportunities to show him where true
comfort and hope can be found in times like
this.
On Jan. 2, Michael, Pastor Stephen
Murphy and two men from Dundalk Baptist
Church met at our house (see photo) to have
a vision and planning meeting for this year.
Many ideas were thrown around on how
to reach out not only to Dundalk but also
to the Cooley Peninsula. For three hours
they brainstormed different ideas. Please
continue to pray for our efforts and that
God would bless our attempts to reach a
lost people with the gospel.
Amazingly, there are 10 people in our
lives that we have become friends with in
such a short amount of time. All of them
are in need of Christ. Please pray for these
individuals, for their salvation, and that
there would be many opportunities to speak
truth into their lives.
We thank you all for your prayers and
support. We are very aware of how much
we rely on the daily prayers of the saints
back home.

benefits they have received from the Lord
through them. This is what it’s all about!
I am indeed a very blessed man to
witness these things. I am sure of this,
however, that the Lord will continue to
unfold his good purposes for His kingdom
in 2015.

May He continue to establish the work
of our hands.
Soli Deo Gloria.
– Dr. James Renihan is dean of the
Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies at
Westminster Seminary West in Escondido,
Calif.

6

ARBCA Update

RBMS missions around the world
Montréal

What a blessing to work to prepare
God’s people for the heavenly hope before
us.
In recent weeks, the Église reformée
baptiste de Montréal had to relocate.
Worship services are currently in the
house of the Durand family. Fortunately,
the house is big enough to accommodate
everyone.
As you may know, we had to leave
the building, which was rented to us, due
to renovations. We found a place, but
we had to leave also because the heating
was not adequate. We felt that we could
hold worship services at home for a few
months.
Montreal is an island. We are seeking
a place of worship on the south shore
of Montreal. The cost is much lower. In
addition, many families leave Montreal to
settle in the suburbs.
We have made some changes to our
meetings. For 11 years, our services were
held in the afternoon and we had a Bible
study each Wednesday evening. Since
the beginning of December, our worship
services are in the morning and Wednesday
Bible studies are replaced by a Sunday
school for adults just before the worship
Since the last time I wrote, the gospel in
Jamaica has not made the impact that those
who preached had intended it to be.
Yes, Jamaica has seen a few more
churches added to her shores, some breaking
away from the mother group. Some have
become more eloquent in their doctrinal
beliefs to seek more people, yet Jamaica is no
better.
Jamaica has developed and is carrying
very effectively certain criminal acts, which
makes one wonder what effects the churches
and the people of God have in our little
island.
Generally speaking, I know of Baptist
churches along with their ministers and
officers that are fighting to keep the gospel

The Durands

<aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>

Daniel, Loraine,
and Jean-Rene
45 Douglas-Anderson
Chateauguay, QC J6J 5J5

CANADA

service.
I continue to hold Bible studies in
Drummondville (an hour and 45 minutes
from Montreal). I am very encouraged by
the interest of these people for the Word of
God.

Aylmer

Regarding the group in Aylmer, under
the responsibility of André Pinard, we are
encouraged by the arrival of a family of
three children. They are not yet converted,
but they agreed to attend Bible studies
with André. Your prayers would be greatly
appreciated for this family.
There is a brother considering the
possibility of joining our church in Aylmer
who attends another church that is not
Calvinist. He is muzzled in his church
because of his theology. It would be a great

encouragement and a great help to André
if this brother, who aspires to pastoral
ministry, decides to join the group.

Family

About the family, we had the joy
of welcoming two grandchildren. Our
daughter Marie-Thérèse (and her husband
Timothée) gave birth to Florence, our first
granddaughter. Our daughter Stephanie,
married to Georges-Émile, gave birth to
their third son, Élie. We thank the Lord for
the family.
A week after the birth, Stephanie was
very sick to the point where we thought it a
possibility that we may lose her. She spent
10 days in hospital. We thank the Lord for
healing her.
Thank you for your prayers and for all
the support you show to us.

Oscar Bloise

<ogbloise@hotmail.com>
33 Red Hills Road, Kingston, 10

JAMAICA

alive in their areas. Some have ministries
outside of the churches, seeking to hold
their members together, but have hardly any
additions.
Our older and younger men who have the
burden of supporting the works of God don’t

find it a joy in their way of life, for there is no
tenderness for God’s word. They continue to
surge further and further into corruption.
The work in May Pen Clarendon, even
See Bloise, page 7
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RBMS missions around the world
I left Ft. Hood, Texas, in August of this
past year after completing the 15-month
Army Family Life Chaplain Training Course,
and arrived to Hurlburt Field, Florida,
which is home to the U.S. Air Force Special
Operations Command.
I am now assigned to the 1st Special
Operations Wing (1 SOW), where the
mission focus is unconventional warfare
(counter-terrorism, combat search and rescue,
personnel recovery, psychological operations,
aviation assistance to developing nations,
“deep battlefield” resupply, interdiction, and
close air support).
The 1 SOW is the most heavily deployed
wing in the Air Force, and the deployment
cycle is not slowing down in the least. I
was notified recently by the command that I
should expect to deploy this year.
Units for which I have direct responsibility
are the 505th Command & Control Wing
(CCW); the 361st Intelligence, Surveillance
& Reconnaissance Group (ISRG); the 19th
Special Operations Squadron (SOS); and the
823rd Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy
Operational Repair Squadron Engineer (RED
HORSE) Squadron.
Interestingly, the CCW, ISRG, and RED
HORSE are all tenant units who belong to the
Air Combat Command (ACC), the command
to which I belonged during my first two
assignments.
That point has actually been helpful in
building bridges. It has been difficult to gain

Bloise
From page 6

though it is not an inner-city church, is
surrounded by evil men. We did see two young
men baptized and received into fellowship.
We also see them striving to continue the
building project that their former pastor
started. We also see them gladly receiving the
word that I bring every second Lord’s Day
morning.
I thank God for them, for the church is

The Galyons

<jim.galyon@gmail.com> James,
Sharon, Jameson, Jenna and Jonathan
13 Mayo St.
Hurlburt Field, FL 32544

Chaplain, USAF

much of a foothold with the ISRG because
I have been waiting to receive top-secret
clearance.
Fortunately, that has just been approved,
and I will be able to now spend time in work
areas. The Lord has already blessed me with
a positive relationship with the commanding
officers in the ISRG, and I believe this will
be enhanced now that I will finally have
consistent visibility within the group.
Within the Protestant Chapel parish,
preaching responsibilities are rotated, which
means that I am in the pulpit about once every
month to month-and-a-half.
This is much different than the
arrangement to which I was accustomed at
both Dyess AFB and Nellis AFB, preaching
nearly every week.
I preached the first Sunday of the
new year from 1 Timothy 4 regarding the
importance of doctrine and devotion, the first
sermon of a series related to the teaching of
the Apostles’ Creed.

Jenna is in her fourth semester of college,
about to wrap up an associate degree before
transferring to the University of North Texas.
Jameson is in his junior year of high
school while Jonathan is finishing junior
high.
It is likely that Jenna will complete
college while we are here in Florida, and that
Jameson will graduate from high school here.
Lord willing,
I plan to be in attendance at the General
Assembly in April to provide a report along
with our other ARBCA chaplains. I am
looking forward to seeing both long-time and
recent friends, as well as meeting new ones.
As always, please know that my family
and I appreciate all of the love and support we
receive from you.
It is encouraging to realize that ARBCA
congregations are praying for us, and for
the military work on a constant basis. It is a
privilege to belong to labor with you for the
sake of our Lord and advancing His gospel.

willing to carry faithfully the true gospel, and
a preliminary that I believe is not fleshly or
corrupt.
At Faith Missionary, gospel tracts and
fliers were issued to the hostel where students
from the Teacher’s College reside. We saw
some results but it did not continue. Despite
the fact that we have heard these words before
from people outside of the area, “We are not
coming into the area,” we have planned to
befriend them and invite them to our worship
service. To this end, we are praying and
working.

Mrs. Lambert our Sunday school teacher,
has moved from the area, so we are without
that help.
The members of Grace Reformed
continue to pray, even as we thank the Lord
for his faithfulness to us. We lost one of our
beloved members, Ms. Imogene Martin, in
November. She resided on the premises, and
her loss has left with us a void.
In December we saw the coming of Mr.
Barrington Smith, who visits us regularly
See Bloise, page 12

8

ARBCA Update

RBMS missions around the world
The end of this first quarter, and
beginning of the New Year marks several
significant anniversaries for which my
family and I praise the Lord.
This past Lord’s Day, Janet and I
celebrated our 12th wedding anniversary.
In our 12 years together we have lived in
three states, lived in five different homes,
and have been blessed with four wonderful
children. We have served the Lord in
together in two active duty assignments,
two reserve assignments, three years in
prison ministry before that, and in three
local churches before leaving Michigan.
We bless the Lord for all that he has
given us, for the blessing of family, for the
gift of marriage, and for the privilege of
laboring in ministry together.
As the Lord’s timing would have it,
our wedding date is also the date that I was
formally ordained for ministry six short
years ago by Friendship Country Chapel
back home in Michigan. The week prior,
I was examined by a gathering of local
pastors, and upon their recommendation,
I was ordained by the local church on the
Lord’s Day, Jan. 4, 2009.
Later that evening Janet drove me
to Grissom Air Reserve Base in Indiana,
where I boarded a C-130 for a deployment
to northern Iraq. It was while in Iraq in
2009 that I was formally notified that I
was selected for appointment to active
duty, where I have served since.
Reflecting back on 12 years of
marriage, 12 years with the Air Force
(both reserve and active duty), and now six
years of ministry after formal ordination, I
am reminded of Paul’s words in Eph. 3:78.
Ministry is a gift of God’s grace given
to us; the great privilege of proclaiming
the gospel is evidence of the manifestation
of his unsearchable mercy towards his
people. My prayer is that I would not take
any of these gifts for granted, that I would
cherish them, and that I would labor to
have the greatest possible impact for
Christ’s church that I could according to
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those graces given.
This past quarter, my labors in
ministry have brought several familiar
opportunities as well as a few new ones.
One of the familiar opportunities I have as
a chaplain is to work with marriages.
Several individuals and couples came
to me for advice and counsel these past
few months. I am always encouraged
when couples have the strength to seek out
help, and all the more encouraged when,
given the varied avenues of help available
to them, they come for pastoral counsel.
Oftentimes, a little biblical encouragement
is all couples need to begin to see the light
of hope in the current darkness of their
circumstances.
Of course, there is also the difficulty
of working with marriages that have
failed. I’ve come alongside several during
the past months who are suffering through
divorce, and that is always hard.
In addition to the pastoral counseling
opportunities, the Lord has opened some
avenues which have allowed me to partner
with other chapel staffs in the area.
A few months back the staff at Nellis
was preparing to lead a weekend marriage
retreat in the San Bernardino mountains
in California. For this particular retreat,
the chaplains wanted to teach a distinctly
Christian marriage curriculum, but did
not yet have one prepared. I was able to
share a curriculum I had developed at
my previous assignment, one focused on
presenting a biblical and gospel-centered
view of marriage.
They were able to use my curriculum
and, in return, they offered to host couples

from my organization at their retreat. Due
to their hospitality, I was able to send a
couple I had married just a few weeks
prior. The couple came back raving about
the weekend and the solid foundation it
gave them as they began their married
life.
Over the past several months I have
also had the opportunity to present the
gospel at a couple memorial services.
The first one was for a dear woman I
work with, a civilian employee of the Air
Force, whose mother had been battling
ALS. About a year ago, this co-worker
came to me for counsel because her
mother, whom she lived down the road
from and cared for daily, was threatening
suicide as she tired of her illness.
We worked through those issues and
prayed for her mom, and she asked if I
would be willing to officiate the funeral
when the time came. In mid-November
that time came, and I was able to share
the hope of the gospel at the memorial
service. I’m continuing to pray that the
Lord would use this loss to bring my
coworker to saving faith.
The second service I conducted was
for my grandmother. She died the week
before Christmas, due to complications
from cancer, and I flew out to Florida
to hold a service for their retirement
community that Monday. My grandfather
served a full career in the Air Force,
retiring as a senior master sergeant,
and he asked that I hold the funeral in
uniform, honoring my grandma’s faithful
See Stoleys, page 9
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During the past few months I have
spent a few weeks in the field at Fort Bragg,
N.C. for an artillery exercise. Lots of big
booms!
I led about six services over the course
of a few weeks and saw lots of Marines in
the field. It is amazing how long it takes to
travel in a Humvee!
In November I led a Reformation
Weekend for a church in Pantego, N.C. and
my family had a great time considering the
goodness of the Reformation and the great
strengths of those men and women who
were used mightily of God during that time
in history. We enjoyed great fellowship
with the church.
In December I was given the
opportunity to preach at the combined
Christmas Service on base and we were
particularly blessed by the possible future
gospel opportunities brought about by
the fellowship. I have been privileged to
mentor a number of young ministry-minded
men and have been greatly encouraged at
their zeal and courage in Gospel labors.

Stoleys
From page 8

dedication as an Air Force wife, which I
was happy to do.
It was a proud and humbling moment
when, as I was preparing to begin the
service, my grandfather walked up and
saluted me. As the service progressed, my
grandpa shared a few thoughts on their 61
years of marriage, sharing the importance
of forgiveness and never going to bed
angry.
His words gave a great segue to share
Paul’s words from Ephesians 4:26, and
to ultimately share the hope of the gospel
and the resurrection to come. I pray for
my grandfather that, as he grieves, the
Lord would open his heart to the gospel.
While the opportunities of counseling,
weddings, and funerals are familiar to me

The Joyners
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My current book study in Martyn
Lloyd-Jones’ “Spiritual Depression” is
going great and the Bible study on the book

of Romans has enjoyed an invigorating
“reset” by a zealous gunnery sergeant I have
known for a number of years. I continue to
counsel Marines and sailors on far- ranging
subjects – mostly personal problems.
Prayer requests: Please pray for
renewed energy in my pastoral visitation
and Gospel conversations. Please pray
for us to finish well here as we anticipate
moving to Texas in March, and to prepare
well for this transition. Please pray for
sweet harmony in my family and a greater
level of usefulness in the Kingdom.

in my labors as a chaplain, I had a new
opportunity last fall that I have not had
in my 12 years with the Air Force, an
opportunity to spend the weekend visiting
and sharing with a member church. As
odd as it may seem, in the 10 years I was
with my previous endorser, I never had
the support that I now enjoy from our
association.
At the end of October, Pastor Dave
Johnston and the wonderful men and
women of Bible Fellowship Church
of Greentown, Pa., hosted me for a
weekend.
It was an absolute blessing spend
the weekend with them sharing about
the Lord’s work in the Air Force, praying
with them, fellowshipping, and opening
the Word together on the Lord’s Day.
Knowing that the prayers of God’s
children are behind us is invaluable to
Janet and I, and I want to thank the men

and women of Greentown again for their
hospitality, and the ARBCA family as a
whole for your prayers and support.
Please continue to pray for me, Janet,
and the kids as we begin this new year.
We are prayerful that the Lord will open
new opportunities this year for the gospel.
I have opportunity to work with a group
of people who have not yet had access to a
chaplain. We are prayerfully awaiting the
Lord to open those doors for ministry.
Also, as the new year begins, I will
be returning to school to begin working
towards my DMin with New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary. Our prayer
is that the Lord would use this opportunity
to further develop the talents he has
invested in me, that by their development
the gospel would be advanced.
Again, thank you all for your prayer,
letters and support. They are so much
appreciated!
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As I write you today France is in a
state of shock. Yesterday, two masked and
heavily armed Islamic terrorists forced their
way into the offices of one of the major
newspapers of the country, a satirical paper
called Charlie-Hebdo, and gunned down
the main editorial staff who were together
for a meeting.
In all, 12 people were killed and 12
others wounded, four seriously. As the
terrorists left they cried “Allah akbar”
(Allah is great) and “We have revenged the
prophet.” The allusion to their vengeance of
the prophet Mohammed refers to caricatures
of the prophet which appeared in CharlieHebdo a few years ago, which incited
anger in sectors of the Muslim community
and led to the bombing of the newspaper’s
headquarters months later during evening
hours when no one was present.
Death threats were also received by
the cartoonists responsible for the different
cartoons of Mohammed and a couple of
them had 24-hour police protection for
the last couple of years. The newspaper
was known for its frequent, insolent and
irreverent attacks on everything religious,
whether Islamic, Christian or other. In the
news reports of the last 24 hours the words
“insolent” and “irreverent” have been used
over and over in complimentary terms
describing the work of these cartoonists and
journalists who were so savagely gunned
down.
The barbarity of the attacks was awful.
The two brothers who perpetrated this
horrible crime are still on the run as I write
you. The media is calling this France’s little
September 11th. Flags are at half-staff for
three days and 100,000 people manifested
spontaneously in the streets last night to
show their support for Charlie-Hebdo
newspaper, which has become a symbol for
French liberty of expression.
As I have followed events over the last
day or so, I have cried and found myself
alternately angry, amazed and sad. Islamic
fanaticism has been condemned in every
possible way in the news, and rightly so.

The Vaughns
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But amidst the horror and tears is the
sad fact that the thirst and search for truth,
real truth, is not evident either in the attitudes
and actions of the barbaric Islamic terrorists
or in the response of the French society as it
marches to the drums of the media and the
dictates of political correctness.
One would hope that such awful events
would force people to begin to face up to
important issues and ask questions about
the truth. And yet no one is daring to ask
the question “Is there any link between
what the Koran really teaches and the
violence of the Islamic extremists? Does
the Koran teach that Muslims should, in
certain circumstances, carry out physically
violent Jihad, either to defend Islam against
its detractors or to extend Islam’s control in
the world?”
This is a crucial question for all,
including peaceful, civil Muslims (who
are thankfully in the majority), to ask. It
is a question about “truth.” What is true
concerning the Koran and its teachings in
relationship to violence?” The answer to
these questions would lead to other, even
more fundamental questions about what is
true and false.
On the extreme other side of French
society there is the atheistic segment which
is in the majority today. This segment of
society seems to have put aside the issue
of truth as well. For example, the reaction
to the horrible events of the last 24 hours
by many (though thankfully not all) of this
segment of society is a rash, unthinking
rejection of all religion. This anti-religious

attitude generally is accompanied by a
refusal to sincerely ask the hard questions
about the truth or falsity of the belief that
God does not exist or that we cannot know
if He exists.
My wife decided to use yesterday’s
traumatic events as the subject of
conversation in an English course she gave
today to several businessmen. They were
to practice their English vocabulary by
telling what they thought about the events.
One of them used his limited English
vocabulary to say with great feeling: “I hate
all religions.”
In one news report today a young lady
in the crowd said to the reporter interviewing
her, “If only there was no such thing as
religion; things would be so much better for
all.” Another French person interviewed
by a reporter lamented although France had
“gotten rid of religion 200 years ago” [at the
French Revolution] it has come back now.
These people have a basic problem
with the issue of truth, for, as the apostle
Paul says, “what can be known about God
is plain to them, because God has shown it
to them… they exchanged the truth about
God for a lie.”
By a strange providence another
example of the anti-God and anti-truth
attitude appeared yesterday, the day of the
massacre, in a new publicity poster that was
present for the first time all over the country
in bus stops. It is an advertisement for a
science-fiction channel of Canal Sat and has
See Vaughns, page 14
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Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end, on the throne
of David and over his kingdom, to establish
it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will do this.” (Isa. 9:7)

The Perrons

It is certainly a great privilege to serve
a zealous God, a God who is always in
action in the establishment of His kingdom.
Though we face many trials, our Master
knows how to enrich us even in the midst
of our greatest loss and as we grow in our
experiential knowledge of Him we keep
learning how to enjoy Him more and more.
Our association of Reformed Baptist
Churches in Quebec has experienced a little
cloudy period but, by God’s grace, things
seem to have fallen into place. These kind
of circumstances are a good reminder of
our vulnerability and how we are dependant
upon God.
Last October, our CERB (Centre
d’études réformées baptistes) held a class
on worship; as we have done in the last few
years.
It is an intensive week-long course,
seven hours a day for five days in a row.
This time, we have been greatly blessed by
the teaching of Dr. Joey Pipa, below, who
so kindly agreed to come and teach this
important subject.
Eleven people gathered for this class
(see photo above). Our next course is
planned for May, as Dr. Guy Prentice
Waters has accepted our invitation to come

CANADA G1H 4A9

<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

and teach on Pauline theology.
We have been working at developing
our CERB and we are very enthusiastic with
the new doors that are opening, involving
collaboration and partnership with an
existing seminary.
For many years, we have been praying
the Lord of the harvest to send labourers in
his harvest; we start seeing answers to our
prayers as a handful of young men in their
early 30s, newly converted to the doctrines
of grace, got in touch with us with the desire
to get trained for the ministry.
Pascal Denault’s blog has been
instrumental for bringing most of them
in contact with us. We are planning a

meeting with them all to present the
possibilities for them to register in a training
program. Needless to say, that is a great
encouragement.
Last November, I had the joy to present
the gospel to an 86-year-old man who has
been very involved in our radio station;
he responded very positively and so far he
gives the signs of a real conversion. I keep
visiting with him every week for Bible
reading and prayers.
A couple of months ago I received
an e-mail from a man I studied with 35
years ago. After graduation, he went into
See Perrons, page 19
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With the objective to glorify God and
proclaim the pure gospel of grace, we have
undertaken the task of instructing as many as
possible here in the saving knowledge of the
true God.
We are grieved that so many are taken in
by the abuses and deceptions of some who,
disregarding the truth of the sacred Scriptures,
unscrupulously sell their lies and illusions
in the name of the Savior for their personal
gain.
For that reason we carry out whatever
activities we can to try to reach the greatest
number of the lost in our community:
n Preaching the gospel by means of radio
has given excellent response. Many have
come to the church, and others have contacted
us in their search for truth.
n Making the church and its purpose
known in the public square.
n Maintaining a firm, yet tender teaching
of the Scriptures in the church.
n Visiting homes (with differing
results).
But through all this we hold with
certainty the doctrines of grace. They have
not only been made known and are known,
but they shook the foundations of old religious
structures, and false teachings have fallen that
for centuries ushered multitudes to eternal
death.
Today in Argentina there are groups of
Christians flourishing in various locations
who, by reading or visits from reformed
brothers who faithfully took them the message,
know the truth of “Faith Alone, Grace Alone,
Christ Alone, Scripture Alone and Glory to
God Alone.”
Light on a Hill Church of Grace is
growing by God’s gracious work among us.
We now have a good group of young people
who are bringing friends to the church to hear
God’s Word. The recent baptism, right, of
a young man from the congregation, Joaquín
Fernández, sparked this interest.
We are in the process of organizing our
Second Reformation Family Retreat for March
22-24, with activities for the entire family.

The Molinas
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of brothers and sisters from other churches
and other parts of the country.
All our actions are directed toward
shining the light of the gospel in the midst of
the hostile darkness where another “gospel”
is being preached based on the “health and
wealth” of the physical body.
Ours is not an easy task, but we know
with certainty that God is for us and that, in the
end, the Light will prevail over the darkness.

Bloise
From page 7
Our church leaders will plan and direct
the retreat, with Dr. Jaime Adams bringing the
plenary addresses, David Adams of Poiema
Publicaciones giving special sessions for the
young people, and Nancy Adams speaking to
the women. We are expecting the participation

and shows a level of commitment. We are
constantly in touch with him to encourage his
coming.
Our members are getting older and
sickly, while the younger ones are lacking in
commitment. However, we still maintain our
weekly activities of the church. Your prayers
are most welcome.
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This is less a report of what has been
happening at Crosspoint Church, than it
is a musing on one aspect of the church
planting experience.
In reality, there is little to report, as
routine has been the norm, with no real
change since our last contribution.
One of the questions I am often asked
when people, particularly professing
Christians, discover that I pastor a church
is, “How big is your congregation?”
I confess that the question by turns
embarrasses, disappoints, frustrates and
angers me.
For too long I have apologetically
provided a figure in the teens, and even
now that numbers in our Sunday morning
service hover in the low to mid-20s I feel
a sense of embarrassment at the smallness
of the figure.
Someone once made a comment to
the effect that being responsible for the
wellbeing of just a handful of souls is an
easier burden to bear than accountability
for a vast congregation.
I appreciate the sentiment, but the
reality is that my heart yearns to see the
seats filled with people hearing the gospel,
coming to a knowledge of Christ as Savior,
growing together in love as the word
transforms their lives, and uniting in the
service of God in our community.
Perhaps our numbers don’t reflect the
reality that this is happening in our little
church: not in big ways, but in genuine
ways. The Word of God is accomplishing
what he purposes.
The reminder that “success” in ministry
is so often measured by numbers disappoints
me. It has driven many men to pursue
pragmatism rather than faithfulness, to aim
for numerical addition and multiplication
rather than spiritual birth and growth.
It disappoints me to be confronted
with the implication that congregational
smallness equates to failure of some kind in
the life or ministry of the pastor or church.
Certainly, no pastor or church is perfect

The Hugheses
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and there must be a constant watchfulness
that the measure is not reversed, so that
smallness is made a proof of faithfulness
when, in reality, the Spirit might be grieved
and His work quenched by sinful attitudes
or actions in the pastor or church.
Acknowledging the need for selfexamination, I have been asked a couple
of times recently by visitors to our
congregation, “Why don’t more people
come to hear preaching like this?” The
question hangs in the air unanswered.
Perhaps Isaiah or Paul might venture a
response?
What disappointing days we live in,
when even in the “church” entertainment is
the order of the day and instant gratification
the common expectation.
I move quickly from disappointment
to frustration.
Smallness can be such a huge hurdle
to many people: First-time visitors have
nowhere to hide and feel awkward, exposed
and vulnerable; families struggle to come
to terms with a lack of children’s and youth
ministries; single young adults wrestle with
how they will find a soul-mate, or even just
a good friend, when there are no others
their age in the church.
For these and similar reasons, people
have left the church, while others who
are committed to the church struggle on,
bearing the weighty responsibilities of
maintaining the lampstand of the gospel
that could have been shared by so many if
more had stayed.
It is frustrating to crunch the numbers

and realize that, had people remained for a
year or two, every reason given for leaving
would have been removed.
Can we be legitimately angry about
such a question? Mostly, I am angry
because of the responses it evokes in me.
Why do I feel embarrassed by this
question?
If God is pleased to meet with us and
be at work among us, surely I should be
thankful and amazed at the condescension
of the Almighty Creator!
Why do I get disappointed by this
question?
If God’s word provides us with
examples of and teaching about faithful
ministry that is ignored or rejected, and
pronounces a beatitude upon those who
share the experience of the prophets, I
should be grateful for the grace I have
received and the opportunity to proclaim
his faithfulness.
Why do I allow myself to be frustrated
by this question?
If God is the one who is building his
church, adding living stone to living stone
as a master-craftsman, surely I should not
question his choices but glorify him for the
work he is doing and wait expectantly for
the final outcome.
I am thankful to serve a sovereign God
who is active in our small congregation.
And my family and I are grateful for the
love expressed by so many unknown
brothers and sisters in ARBCA and for your
patient and prayerful support of us here.
Thank you so much!
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"Truly God is good to Israel" is how
Asaph begins Psalm 73, acknowledging
God’s goodness to His people and concluding
with the declaration: "I have made the
Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell of all
your deeds.”
This is what we treasure in our hearts
about our God and His works among us
throughout 2014.
We saw God’s goodness in many ways
during what started as a difficult year for
us in IBCGracia. We could identify with
the Apostle Paul’s words in 2 Cor. 7.5: “...
conflicts on the outside, fears within. But
God, who comforts the downcast, comforted
us…” God has comforted our hearts,
constantly bringing to mind the words of
Ps. 126.5-6. And God has also shown His
mercy towards our congregation by bringing
souls to repentance and strengthening us in
the midst of these conflicts.
In the month of June, we received a
married couple into membership and in
September another three couples were added.
In December we received 15 new members,
six by baptism.
In all, IBCGracia received 22 new
members during 2014 and now consists of
28 members in Santiago with four associatemembers in Viña del Mar. We are at work
planning a Church Family Retreat for March
and the baptism of some who were unable to
be baptized in December.
In August I (Pastor Obed) concluded
a series preaching through 1 Corinthians,
and in September began a series of sermons
from Galatians, including with each of the
sermons the reading of a personal testimony
of one of our members. This has not only
given glory to God, but also enabled us to
know each other better and caused us to give
thanks to God for the goodness He has had
with each one of us, bringing us from the
darkness into His light.
Sunday School is being taught by my
companion in the ministry, Fernando Herrera,
who has shown us the various aspects of
church membership and its implications in
the lives of believers. We rejoice to see how
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the Word of God has impacted our lives with
the beautiful evidences of His work in lives
that honor God.
Our members are striving to bring the
gospel to their families, and we are seeing
the fruit as some of those relatives begin to
attend the services.
We give thanks to God for some
members who understand social media and
have been using this knowledge to take
the gospel to the internet, uploading fiveminute videos that have been well received.
Speaking of this, we are thankful for the use
of the internet as a tool to share the gospel,
which has brought many to our church, some
of whom have continued with us until now.
Our website, which is operated by
some of our own members, is constantly
being updated with the sermons preached
each Sunday, so not only those who visit
the website can have access to them, but
our members or visitors can also hear them
again.
We ask you to pray for the opportunities
that we have in the south of the country
to preach the doctrines of grace in several
churches that have shown interest in coming
back to the gospel. I send pamphlets and
books regularly to pastors and brothers who
are interested in these subjects. Pray that
the Lord will provide the funds for mailing
expenses and also for obtaining more books
and pamphlets.
Pray that the Lord will strengthen us
each day and also that He will provide for our
needs. We request special prayer for Gabriel,
recently baptized, who is battling cancer, as
well for those who are without work.

The driving distance between Santiago
and Viña del Mar is about two hours, and
Pastor Fernando is making this trip weekly
to help in the work there. After spending
Sunday mornings with us, he leaves for Viña
del Mar. Please keep him in your prayers, as
well as those who take turns accompanying
him.
We have new challenges ahead, but our
prayer is that of Moses in Exodus 33.15: “If
Your Presence does not go with us, do not
send us up from here.”
To God be the glory now and forever.

Vaughns
From page 10

a picture of a man on a cross and speaks of
the “Calvary” that he went through in order
to get this channel on his television (see
next page).
The hearts of true Christian believers
are broken by such irreverent, blasphemous
trampling of the glorious truth of the
gospel. Yet there will be no death threats, no
violence by people of Christian conviction
and experience. For God’s word commands
us saying, “The wrath of man does not
accomplish the righteousness of God.”
The gospel somehow moves our hearts,
instead, to yearn over people as, in their
darkness, they fight against the very truth
that would bring them real life and joy. Our
hearts go out to them and not against them
See Vaughns, page 15
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because we know what it is like to be people
who run from truth and prefer the lie. And
we know what it is like to be loved, pitied
and sought out by a gracious Savior despite
our choosing lies over the truth.
As he faced his own imminent
massacre, Jesus wanted to address Pilate
about questions of ultimate truth, truth
concerning the most important issues of
life. For He then said to Pilate: “I am a
king. For this purpose I was born and for
this purpose I have come into the world—to
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is
of the truth listens to my voice.”
Sadly, the Gospel of John reports to us
that, in response, Pilate said to Jesus, “What
is truth?” After he had said this, he went
back outside…”
Please pray that in the midst of the
horror, sadness and moral confusion in
France today the Lord would cause people
to seek truth. Pray that He would open
the hearts of distressed men and women
and young people to his word of truth, the
gospel of their salvation!

News of the church plant

In December we held a “housewarming” for our new church facilities
and distributed invitations to friends and
acquaintances as well as putting flyers in

Reformation
From page 1

The neo-Pentecostal movement with
its fanaticism and false gospel of “healthand-wealth” religion is still infecting Latin
America with its pagan message of “goods
and prosperity” from such as Copeland,
Hagin and Benny Hinn. But God is
removing the blindness of millions, causing
them to seek the Lord and His grace.
Some years ago Iain Murray gave me a
treasure published in 1925, Modern Missions
on the Spanish Main. It tells the fascinating
story of pioneer missions in Colombia and
Venezuela, a story of preaching the biblical
gospel over a period of years amid suffering
and persecution. At the end of 67 years, the

This irreverent poster, trampling the glorious truth of the gospel, shows the ignorance
and hardness of heart prevailing in France.
almost 2,000 mailboxes near the church.
We had 15 or so people from outside the
church attend, including several nonChristians and among them a couple of our
neighbors of whom we are quite fond.
At the meeting Joel Favre gave a
short presentation of “What is a Protestant
Church?” and used the question to tell
the story of Martin Luther’s discovery of
salvation by grace. Our neighbors said at
Presbyterian Church numbered only around
600 members in Colombia, with just two
ordained Colombian pastors.
God has given amazing increase over
these last 50 years in Colombia! How we
thank Him for the faithful ministry of Stan
Line there in that period. Good churches are
multiplying with new works, and existing
churches are being reformed.
Difficulties, discouragements and
disappointments still exist, of course, but
God’s work is definitely growing.
Not too long ago my son in Medellín,
Colombia, told me of a church of some 400
people in Bogotá that began its process
of reformation through a book given by
Stan Line some 10 years ago. That church
now powerfully proclaims the doctrines of
grace!

the end of the evening that they had learned
for the first time what a Protestant Church
was and that this was completely new to
them.
Then we held our Christmas service,
which was another opportunity to invited
friends.
A handful responded to the invitation
and one nominal Catholic lady said to me
after the service, “I understood through the
message that, whereas we Catholics say that
one gets to God by the good and religious
things he does, you Protestants say that it is
by what God did in coming to us through
Jesus.”
She has since read the French
translation of Lee Stroebel’s book, “The
Case for Christmas.” She also took home
the French version of Stuart Olyott’s book
“You Might Have Asked,” but told our
daughter Caroline, who gives English
classes in her company, that the latter book
seemed too “hard hitting” for now and that
she put it aside for another time.
Please pray that the Lord would pursue
her even though she might be avoiding
anything that would too seriously confront
her with the truth and its implications.
Please also pray that Caroline could have
further discussions with her.
Remember as well, in your prayers, the
other people who attended house warming
and the Christmas service. Please finally
pray for us as we plan for future evangelistic
events, Bible studies and other forms of
outreach.
The Latin American Fellowship of
Reformed Churches (CLIR) distributes a
reformed journal to more than 3,000 church
leaders. Conferences in Medellín, Cali,
Lima, Córdoba, Santiago and Mexico City
bring together 500 to 600 pastors in each of
these cities to hear reformed preaching.
Other cases: In December of 1997
David Straub (then Coordinator of RBMS)
arrived with me in Havana, Cuba at the
invitation and hospitality of Pastor Daniel.
We crossed the island in an old Russian van
to arrive at Daniel’s home and church.
Through the years since then,
thousands of reformed books have gone out
to hundreds of churches there. Multitudes
of pastors, students and leaders are in the
See Reformation, page 16
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Church Planting: Not easy but it’s Lord’s work
By John Miller

Instead, the Lord strengthened Paul
by preserving his life and giving him the
strength to continue in the work. The day
after being stoned, we read of Paul and
Barnabas going on to Derbe, where they
continued the work of preaching the gospel
and making disciples. Paul clearly did the
work by the strength of the Lord, and this is
the same way church planters today are able
to do the hard work of church planting.
The Lord gives strength to His church
plants (Acts 14:22-23).
After completing their work in Derbe,
Paul and Barnabas were used by the Lord to
strengthen the churches they just planted in
Lystra, Iconium and Antioch. How did they
go about strengthening the church plants?
The Lord, through Paul and Barnabas,
strengthened the souls of these new disciples
in three ways: (1) by encouraging them to
continue in sound doctrine (“the faith”),
(2) by exhorting them to expect many
tribulations, and (3) by electing elders to
watch over their souls.
Church plants today need to be
encouraged and exhorted in these same
ways, so that they will depend upon the
Lord and His strength.
The Lord gives strength to His sending
churches (Acts 14:24-28).
The Lord not only used Paul and

Barnabas to strengthen the new church
plants, but also to strengthen their sending
church in Antioch. When the church
planters returned to Antioch, they gathered
the church and “declared all that God
had done with them” (Acts 14:27). Paul
and Barnabas gave glory to God, which
encouraged the souls of the sending church.
They came to see that the sacrifice they
made in sending Paul and Barnabas was not
in vain. The Lord is faithful, and Christ is
building His Church.
The same Lord that strengthened the
Apostle Paul, the church plants, and the
sending church in Acts 14 is still at work
giving strength to His church planters,
church plants and sending churches today.
We must not fear the trials, hardships and
difficulties that will come with the work of
church planting, but walk by faith trusting
in the Lord who is our strength.
May the Lord raise up many church
planters from our midst who can say with
the Apostle Paul: “I know how to be brought
low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, I have learned the secret
of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and
need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:12-13).
– John MIller is pastor of Covenant
Baptist Church in Clarksville, Tenn.

Reformation

is ever on the attack, but Christ is Lord of
His church, and we can see it marching
powerfully forward.
The congregation in Chile, which
was under severe attack, has just received
some 14 new members and baptized seven
new believers. New works are started and
churches that total over 300 members are
studying our mutual 1689 Confession of
Faith. In southern Chile hundreds of young
people have filled churches in extremely
cold, wet weather in muddy, rural settings
to hear the doctrines of grace. Dozens
of churches there are in the process of
reformation.
The leadership conference hosted
by the church Paco Orozco pastors in
Hermosillo, Mexico ministers annually to
some 60 pastors and seminary students who

are really grasping the glory and majesty of
God. There are now hundreds of Reformed
Baptist and other reformed churches all
over Mexico—from Yucatan to Tijuana!
Pray for a unity in God’s truth in Jesus
Christ as we seek to see this reformation
continue. One of the practical ministries
that ties the Southern Reformation together
is literature.
A recent publication that provides great
help throughout Mexico, Central and South
America is “Spurgeon y Sus Controversias,”
a compilation of “The Forgotten Spurgeon”
and “Hyper-Calvinism “(Banner of Truth
titles by Iain Murray).
Poiema Publicaciones, headed by
David Adams in Medellín, Colombia, is

The work of church planting is no easy
task.
All one needs to do to recognize this fact
is read through the missionary labors of the
Apostle Paul in the Book of Acts or his list
of hardships in his letter to the Corinthians
(2 Cor. 11:23-28). Paul and his co-laborers
faced dangers in their travels, persecutions,
and many other discouragements. How was
he able to continue on in the work? How
can the church planter continue in the work
today?
It is not by his own strength, but in
the strength that God supplies. As with
the Apostle Paul, the Lord is our strength.
Consider one example from Paul’s
missionary labors in Acts 14:19-28 where
we find the Lord strengthening His church
planters, church plants and the sending
church.
The Lord gives strength to His church
planters (Acts 14:19-21).
The incident in these verses comes
near the end of Paul and Barnabas’ first
missionary journey, in which they face
great opposition: Paul is stoned and left for
dead! If anyone has ever had a good reason
to give up the work of church planting, Paul
seems to have had one. But that is not what
he did.

From page 15

reformation process. We thank God for
the ongoing teaching of Don Lindblad in
partnership with Daniel and his son Jatniel.
A reformation is ongoing even in Cuba!
The work that God began through Don
Donell some 15 years ago in Argentina
is expanding. That church in Carlos Paz
continues, through its Argentine pastor
Jorge Molina, to herald the good news by
local pulpit and radio. Its sister church in
Córdoba, where Sam Masters ministers,
energetically plants new churches and
trains some 150 students through its internet
courses.
We rejoice in what God is doing! Satan

See Reformation, page 17
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Opportunities amazing in NE Russia
By Steve Graham

As many of you are aware, I have been
visiting far-east Russia for the last 10 years
in an attempt to influence the struggling
Pentecostal churches in that region. These
churches are Pentecostal by default rather
than by choice.
Previous to 1991 religion was against
the law as Russia had become hard-line
atheistic and any formal Bible training was
not permitted. There were no theological
schools of any kind and most Christian
churches were composed of simple people
with limited understanding of the Bible.

Pastor Anatoli and his family in Pagrovka.

Steve Graham preaches, with the help of an
interpreter, in Pogranechny at Pastor Ulich’s
church.

Reformation
From page 16

publishing a number of books for RBMS/
ARBCA, and this last year distributed
11,000 of these valuable titles to pastors and
Christian bookstores as well as to secular
bookstores and businesses.

They read of the miracles and the gifts
recorded in Acts and assumed they were
still an active part of the churches life
today.
I was asked to go in 2004 to teach in a
small Bible School to help these struggling
students and pastors. Since that time I have
gone six times, spending 30 days each time
teaching in the Bible school and preaching
in their churches.
Because my friend and host Alexey
Pavlenko is a English teacher at the
Far East Russian University located in
Vladivostok, I spend almost every day
there engaging in various subjects with the
students taking English classes. Many of
these class lectures have been nothing short
of sermons on various subjects.
I have never been refused or obstructed
by the administration of the university

about anything I have chosen to speak
about. In fact, I have the full support of the
administration when I speak – something
I am not so sure I would experience in my
own country.
I am amazed that God has chosen me
to be his ambassador to the far-east region
of Russia. I hope to continue to visit the
region until the door closes or I am too
old to go. I believe the return visit is the
right way to conduct such influence. St.
Paul established this method in his own
missionary endeavors. We find that he
returned to the churches periodically to
assist them in their progress spiritually and
to encourage them in the Lord.
This past October I made my sixth
visit to the Primoreye Kray Region of

As an association of churches we
suffered years of “drought” with no new
missionaries called or sent; now we rejoice
to see those whom God is calling and
preparing to go to the fields He’s readied
for a harvest.
Please join me in praying, “Lord, allow
us to participate in this Southern Reformation

You are bringing to Your church in Latin
America in the 21st century.” May this be
a reformation that truly takes the gospel to
every corner of Latin American life!

See Russia, page 18

– Dr. Jim Adams, a former missionary
to Colombia, is pastor of Cornerstone
Church in Mesa, Ariz.
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Russia
From page 17

Russia. As in the past, I ordered some
books from Roundwood Trust, a British
Christian Charity which publishes books
in the Russian language. They have two
publishing houses, one in St. Petersburg
and one in Odessa. I chose 10 titles and
ordered 12 of each. Because the books are
printed in Russia, they are shipped straight
to Alexey’s house, relieving me of the
need to transport them myself. This year I
chose:
n “What Happens When I Pray” by B.M.
Palmer;
n “The Experience That Counts” by
Jonathan Edwards;
n “Learning To Be Happy” by Jeremiah
Burroughs;
n “The Fullness Of Christ” by Octavius
Winslow;
n “The Book Of Revelation” by James
Ramsey;
n “People Jesus Met” by B.A.
Ramsbottom;
n “Dare To Stand Alone” by Stuart
Olyott;
n “Bible Doctrines Simply Explained” by
B.A.Ramsbottom;
n “Walk Worthy” by Peter Jeffery; and
n “In The Light Of Scripture” by
Dobrovolsi (a Russian author).
I collected these books into twelve
bundles and gave them to the pastors of
the region who had come to Eugenea, the
location of the church that hosts the Bible
School. This trip was filled with a little
tension because after my last visit in 2012 I
wrote a critique of the churches and pointed
out some of the unscriptural methods of
government, some of the false teachings,
and the lack of decorum in their worship
services.
Some of the pastors were a bit upset
with the 5½-page paper I had written, but
others took the criticism as helpful, which
was the spirit in which it was given. I was
able to preach in three churches, visit in the
homes of a number of church members for
their encouragement, and lectured at the
university over the course of 24 days.
See Russia, page 19

Mark Hatfield leads a service in China.

Steve Graham takes in some historical sites in China.
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Russia
From page 18

I would ask for your prayers for the
churches of that region as most of the
pastors are reaching their 50’s and they
need to be thinking of younger men to carry
the work forward.
Pray that God would move upon them
to re-establish the Bible School with a better
curriculum and send them able young men
to study and prepare for ministering in the
churches.
Pray for my dear friend Alexey
Pavlenko, that God would call him into
the ministry and provide a wife for him. I
believe that he may become the next pastor
of the church in Eugenea. I also believe that
my years of friendship with Alexey, and
having brought him to America twice for
the summer, were not accidental. I believe
that, in God’s providence, our meeting and
mentoring were ordained. My hope is that
Alexey will be the first Reformed Baptist
pastor in the Far East Region of Russia.
One additional note: My traveling
companion to Russia, Mark Hatfield, now
pastoring in Beijing, China, asked me
to stop on my way to Vladivostok and I
did. He graciously opened his pulpit to
me and allowed me to preach for him. He

Perrons
From page 11

the pastoral ministry but, in the midst of
different circumstances, he left the church
and went back to a very worldly life. But
God, in his immense mercy, brought him
back and now, he is very committed and
he has a strong desire to serve in whatever
capacity. At the moment, he and his wife are
attending our church in St-Jérôme.
Our church in Quebec City is also
tasting the goodness of God though I have
a little more work to do with the last small
group of Mexican believers who joined us
in 2014.
We are also planning to air new programs
on our radio station. I will shortly start a
daily series on Genesis. Our dear brother
Pascal Denault is contributing substantially

Steve Graham preaches in a Chinese church.
also introduced me to another pastor who
graciously allowed me to preach in the
church he pastors.
Besides preaching twice in China,
Mark and his lovely wife Cheryl took us

to see many sites of interest. Pray for Mark
and Cheryl Hatfield as they labor in China.

on top of all his other tasks. Pray for him,
as the demands accumulate on him, that
the Lord will provide him with strength to
accomplish his task but also wisdom in the
spending of his time and energy.
I am still teaching the Confession every
week to a group of about 25 people. Also,
after discussion with the people responsible
for my going to Africa for teaching, the
new potential date of my going will be
late spring. I am scheduled to teach on
anthropology the first week in Brazzaville
and the second week in Pointe-Noire in the
Congo.
Speaking of the Congo, we are
privileged to support the Hinse family
who have left to serve in that country after
spending a few months with us in order to
learn French. We greatly appreciated their
presence with us as they showed an obvious
love for our Saviour and a strong desire to

serve Him, whatever the cost.
Christmas has been a good occasion
for the brethren to be together but also for
inviting unconverted people. We had some
of them at our Christmas banquet, where I
had the occasion to preach and we also had
others at our candlelight service.
By the time you read this, we will, Lord
willing, have baptized a middle-aged lady
who publicly professed faith in our Lord.
We are also rejoicing over the marriage
of one of our young men to a lady from
another church. These two young people
are so precious as their commitment to the
cause of the gospel is one of the greatest
encouragements for Pastor Jacques Pelletier
and I.
It is always a joy and a blessing to read
the different reports from other missionaries
and churches. Thank you for your prayers
and support.

– Steve Graham is pastor of Pioneer
Valley Baptist Church in Chicopee, Mass.
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Commentary
From page 3

R. Pastoral Visitation
When, in his regular visitation, the pastor
asks for prayer requests from his members,
he could also mention a particular missionary
and then include that prayer request in his
prayer with the family.
S. Church Newsletter
Churches that have a church newsletter
could include a note about missions or
highlight a particular missionary.
T. Phone a Missionary
This could be done during a prayer
meeting, and the missionary can be put on
your P.A. system. If the time difference does
not permit this, the conversation could be
recorded and played to the congregation.
U. ARBCA Chaplains
Use a chaplain for a weekend ministry
to inform your congregation about the
opportunities and challenges of the military
ministry.
Chaplain James Galyon has
volunteered to do this on some weekends.
V. Special Prayer Meetings
Here is what David Vaughn did in
Grenoble. Once a month, since they did not
have a Sunday evening service they scheduled
a missionary prayer meeting. “One of the men
prepared and presented a short description of
two countries using Operation World and any
other resources he could find.
After the presentation of those two
countries (which took about 20 minutes),
we prayed for those two countries and any
missionaries we knew there. I imagine that
during those years we must have learned
about and prayed for 60 or so countries. It
was an interesting meeting and eye opening
for the French Christians who tend to think of
themselves as the mission field.”

W.   Prayer for Unreached People
Groups
These can be presented for prayer once
a month at the regular prayer meeting and/
or a church can hold an entire missionary
conference on unreached people groups.
X. Missionary Book Table
This may be done from time to time in
the foyer of the church. Fathers could be
encouraged to read child-level books to their
families on Sunday afternoons so that children
grow up thinking about missions.
Use biographies that are adapted to
children. A young people’s version of John
Paton’s biography exists, for instance. Short
biographies of other great missionaries are
also available.
The book table should have key books
like Tom Wells’ “A Vision for Missions” but
not too many heavy theological ones. The
object is to stir, not to bog the ordinary layman
down in intellectual or theological concerns.
(per David Vaughn)
Y. Care Package
Missionary Michael Emadi suggests
that these could be sent two or three times
a year. I would add that you need to make
sure it is something that is needed and that

the missionary does not have to pay customs
on the contents.
Z. Skype or Face-Time
This could be done a few times a year
(per Michael Emadi). I think this is an
excellent idea and should be something elders
of the sending church do as much as once a
month.
AA. Visit a Missionary
This also comes from Michael Emadi.
“We (meaning Heritage Baptist Church in
Owensboro, Ky.) have also been encouraging
our people to intentionally plan to give up
one of their vacations every couple years or
so and use that time and money to go visit a
missionary.
This need not be viewed as a short-term
mission but rather as trip to encourage the
missionary as well as to see the work that is
going on and what it is like to live there.” I
would add that visitors should make sure
they are never a burden to the missionary
financially or to their schedule, so the time of
encouragement can be exactly that.
– Compiled by ARBCA Coordinator
Gordon Taylor, with help from missionaries
David Vaughn and Michael Emadi

Paper or PDF?

Do you find it easier to read the ARBCA Update in hard copy or does the Internet cut it for you? Do you find it beneficial to be challenged by the
articles and hear what’s happening in our missionaries’ and national pastors’ ministries? The ARBCA Publications Committee, which is responsible
for publishing the Update, is investigating the possibility of publishing the quarterly newsletter on a subscription basis. If you would prefer to read the
Update in hard-copy form, let your church leaders know and ask them to contact Scott Swanson, Update editor, at scott@sweethomenews.com or call
(541) 367-2135. Note: Due to an e-mail problem, some responses from churches interested in subscribing to the Update (stored in an e-mail folder)
have been inadvertently lost. If you have responded to Scott before Jan. 1, 2015, please send another e-mail indicating your interest. Thanks!

