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Blessings in the Southern Cone
God is at work deep
in South America
By Jerry Slate

“And they sang a new song, saying:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and
to open its seals; for You were slain, and
have redeemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and people
and nation, and have made us kings and
priests to our God; and we shall reign on
the earth.’” (Rev. 5:9-10, NKJV)
These verses were continually upon
my heart during our recent two-week visit
to Argentina and Chile. How amazing it is
that the gospel, which was first preached in
Jerusalem, has traveled all the way around
the world and is bearing fruit in Canada,
the United States, and Central and South
America.
As I spent time among people born
in different countries, who come from
vastly different cultures than my own,
and who speak a different language, I was
struck by the power of the gospel not only
to reconcile men to God, but to reconcile
men to men. Despite the diversity of our
backgrounds, I was with men and women
who have the same Savior and Lord, who

Inside: Laboring in
God’s church. PAGE 3

Jim Adams teaches at a leadership retreat in Cordoba, Argentina.
are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, who
have been adopted by the same Father, and
who press on in the same faith towards the
same hope.
In short, I was with family, and I have
left a piece of my heart in South America.

I flew out of Atlanta on Tuesday, Nov.
6, and joined ARBCA pastor Jim Adams
and his wife, Nancy, in Dallas, Texas. From
there we took an overnight flight to the
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ARBCA Update

ARBCA Update

Vol. 30, No. 1 n Winter 2013

Phone: (717) 249-7473
Fax: (717) 258-0614
E-mail: arbca@reformedbaptist.com
Web site: www.arbca.com
Editor: Scott Swanson
E-mail: scottswanson1@comcast.net
Circulation: Circulation requests may be sent by e-mail to arbca@reformedbaptist.com or to the
address below. Contributions to defray the costs may be sent to ARBCA Update, P.O. Box 289,
Carlisle, PA 17013.
The Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America is
a nonprofit organization registered in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. The purpose of this association is to advance
Christ’s kingdom by providing a fellowship in which churches of
common confession may find mutual encouragement, assistance, edification, and counsel, and may participate in cooperative efforts such as home missions, foreign missions, ministerial
training and publications — all of which are often beyond the
scope of one local church.

Administrative Council Officers
Pastor John Giarrizzo, Chairman
Pastor Ron Baines, Vice Chairman
Pastor Matt Foreman, Secretary
Pastor Jeff Oliver, Treasurer
ARBCA Coordinator: Gordon Taylor

Member Churches

Berean Baptist Church, Austell, GA
Berean Reformed Baptist Church, Hickman, CA
Bible Baptist Church of Galway, NY
Bible Fellowship Church of Greentown, PA
Centinela Baptist Church, Lawndale, CA
Christ Reformation Church, Tillamook, OR
Christ Reformed Baptist Church, Escondido, CA
Community Baptist Church, Fargo, N.D.
Cornerstone Church, Mesa, AZ
Cornerstone Chapel, Bristol, TN
Cornerstone Fellowship, Newburgh, IN
Crosspoint Church, Asheville, NC
Elm Street Baptist Church, Sweet Home, OR
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Jesup, GA
Ephesus Church, Rincon, GA
Free Grace Baptist Church, Bremerton, WA
Faith Reformed Baptist Church, Media, PA
First Baptist Church, Clinton, LA
First Church of Hixville, North Dartmouth, MA
Free Baptist Church of Limerick, ME
Free Grace Baptist Church, Chilliwack, B.C., Canada
Free Grace Church, Lancaster, CA
Grace Baptist Church, Bartlesville, OK
Grace Baptist Church, Ben Wheeler, TX
Grace Baptist Church, Carlisle, PA
Grace Baptist Church, Chambersburg, PA

Grace Baptist Church, Commerce, GA
Grace Baptist Church, Hartsville, TN
Grace Baptist Church, Jackson, MS
Grace Baptist Church, Taylors, SC
Grace Bible Church, Catawissa, PA
Grace Community Church, Brunswick, ME
Grace Covenant Baptist Church, New Waverly, TX
Grace Covenant Church, Gilbert, AZ
Grace Covenant Church, Olmstead Township, OH
Grace Fellowship Church, Bremen, IN
Grace Fellowship Church, Dover, DE
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, East Haven, CT
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Elkader, IA
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Merrick, NY
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Pine Bush, NY
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Placerville, CA
Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Rockford, IL
Heritage Baptist Church, Worcester, MA
Heritage Baptist Church, Owensboro, KY
Heritage Baptist Church, Mansfield, TX
Heritage Baptist Church, Shreveport, LA
Heritage Church, Fayetteville, GA
Hope Reformed Baptist Church, Farmingville, NY
Kemp Road Baptist Church, Dayton, OH
Miller Valley Baptist Church, Prescott, AZ
Pioneer Valley Baptist Church, Chicopee, MA
Port Cities Reformed Baptist Church, Lewiston, ID
Providence Reformed Baptist Church, University Place, WA
Redeemer Baptist Church, Macon, GA
Redeeming Grace Baptist Church, Matthews, VA
Reformed Baptist Church, Lafayette, NJ
Reformed Baptist Church of Kansas City, KS
Reformed Baptist Church of Northern Colorado
Reformed Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, VA
Reibers Reformed Baptist Church, Shermansdale, PA
Santa Teresa Baptist Church, Santa Teresa, NM
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Lenox, GA
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Ontario, CA
Sycamore Baptist Church, East Moline, IL
Trinity Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, LA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, Jackson, GA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, La Mirada, CA
Trinity Reformed Baptist Church, Mercer Island, WA
West Suffolk Baptist Church, Suffolk, VA

ARBCA Update

3

Commentary: Laboring in Christ’s church is all about building
By Donny Martin

Presently, I have a little
building project going on.
I am building an extension
onto our shed. It is my building
project, but I am not doing it on
my own. I have needed help. I am
not particularly experienced in
building, but I have friends and
sons to help me out.
No doubt, some of you have
a building project or two going
on of your own. In the familiar
passage Matt. 16:18, Jesus Christ
explicitly says that he has a
building project: “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon
this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it.”
A number of things could be said about this verse, but I will
limit this brief article to two implications and two applications from
our Lord’s words.
Implication No. 1: The church is Jesus’ self-proclaimed building
project. Our Lord is up to something in time and space on earth that
has eternal and heavenly ramifications. He says, with no ambiguity,
what that something is. He says, “I am building My church.”
By divine right and purchase the church is His. He calls the
church “My church.” The church is His personal possession, but
that is not all. The church is His personal building project. Many
people possess a home or a building whose construction they had
nothing to do with. Not Christ. He has purchased His church by
the cost of his own life, and He is building her – living stone upon
living stone.
In his Exposition of the Entire Bible, commenting on this
passage, John Gill says:
“By the church, is meant not an edifice of wood, stones, &c.
but an assembly, and congregation of men; and that not of any sort;
not a disorderly, tumultuous assembly, in which sense this word is
sometimes taken; nor does it design the faithful of a family, which is
sometimes the import of it; nor a particular congregated church, but
the elect of God, the general assembly and church of the first born,
whose names are written in heaven; and especially such of them as
were to be gathered in, and built on Christ, from among the Jews
and Gentiles.”
He means, of course, the ecclesia, the collective group of
the called-out ones. Unlike me, who needs help on his backyard
building project, our Lord needs no help with His building project.
Our sovereign King needs no assistance in accomplishing the ends
of building His church. However, by his own sovereign design, He
is not only the Lord of the ends—He is the Lord of the means as
well. He has ordained that we should be co-laborers with Him in His
building project. Speaking to the Corinthian church, Paul explains
that he and Apollos are working with God to establish them as

“God’s building.” He states that
Christ is the sole foundation of
the church, and that they have to
be careful how they build on that
foundation. The same principles
apply to us in our ministries.
Implication No. 2: If one
wants to be about what Jesus
is about, one must be about the
church. It bears repeating: Jesus
said He is building His church.
Sadly, we have all encountered
well-meaning Christians who
have a loose, low view of the
importance and the purpose of
the church. They minimize things like formal church membership,
church organization, solid doctrine, church discipline, etc. They
need to hear us say, “If you really want to be about what Jesus
is about, you have to be serious about being in, and being a vital
member of a local church.” Many don’t realize it, but the truth is
that anyone who is seriously committed to Christ (the Head and
Builder of the church) will be seriously committed to His church.
How could it be otherwise in light of His self-proclaimed building
project? The building of His church is what He is up to.
Application No. 1: Jesus’ ministry priority (the building of His
church) should be our priority. As noted above, He uses means and
human agency to do it – e.g., preaching, prayer, gifts, missions,
church planting efforts, training centers, seminaries, evangelism,
offerings and the functional one-another’s of the body of Christ.
The ultimate goal of these efforts has to be the establishment
and the strengthening of the church (local and at large). Acts and
the Epistles make it clear that this was the goal of the Apostles’
endeavors. The self-proclaimed building project of Christ gave
priority and purpose to their ministries; it should do the same for
us.
Application No. 2: We can and should be greatly encouraged
in our preaching, outreach, missions, and church-planting efforts.
A good salesman knows that his business is a numbers game. He
knows that X number of calls will result in Y number of sales. If
he keeps that in mind, it can guard him from discouragement. He is
encouraged to keep going day after day.
Please don’t get me wrong. I am not merely comparing
preaching, missions, church planting and evangelism to pragmatic
sales work – not at all.
The numbers I have in mind are not merely bodies to pack our
pews. I am thinking of a number that is much larger and much more
glorious than that. In fact, Scripture tells us it is a number that no
one can count.
It is the fixed-from-before-the-foundation-of-the-worldnumber of the elect saints that Christ is calling from every people,
See Commentary, page 5
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Institute of Reformed Baptist Studies
Continuing education for pastors offered
By Jim Renihan

The Scriptures teach us that ministers
must actively cultivate their graces and
gifts. They are not passive subjects, made
into ministers by strikes of holy lightning.
Rather, part of their task is to seek to identify
and expand grace and gift in our lives.
Consider the following very important
text, 1 Tim. 4:12-16: “(12) Let no one
despise you for your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech, in conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity. (13) Until I come,
devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. (14)
Do not neglect the gift you have, which was
given you by prophecy when the council of
elders laid their hands on you. (15) Practice
these things, immerse yourself in them, so
that all may see your progress. Keep a close
watch on yourself and on the teaching. (16)
Persist in this, for by so doing you will save
both yourself and your hearers.”
Here, Paul focuses upon both giftedness
and grace, and urges upon Timothy a kind of
holy discontentedness, not in the reception
of these things, but in their status. Paul
wants Timothy to understand that he ought
to be actively pursuing the increase of both
as his ministry progresses, and it should be
done in such a way that others are able to
make note of the growth. Notice several
things on the surface of the text:
Paul says that Timothy is young. While
somewhat undefined, it is assumed that this
probably refers to the 30s. Youthfulness
was generally considered to last until about
40.
Timothy, despite his youth, must be
an example to the flock. There must be
an advanced state of maturity in speech,
conduct, love, spirit, faith and purity.
Because of his age, it might be assumed that
his character was not yet fully developed.
But Paul tells him that he must ensure that
all of these graces reflect a maturity beyond
his years. This is the increase of grace, and
Timothy must look after it.
In the same context, Paul speaks about

the need to increase his gift. The three
activities of verse 13 all have to do with
public ministry: public reading of Scripture,
exhortation, teaching. Timothy is to give
attention to them. They don’t just happen,
but they grow as a result of concerted
effort.
In verse 14, the gift is something that
can be neglected. What is the gift? It is
probably the privilege of serving in the
office that he occupies, since it comes by
way of ordination. Compare 2 Tim. 1:6.
There Paul reminds Timothy to “stir it up.”
He must focus his efforts on the increase of
his office.
In verse 15, Paul urges two things upon
Timothy: careful reflection on these things,
i.e., his growth in the ministry; and singleminded devotion to them. This is his task—
to seek, with the blessing of God, to grow as
a minister of the Gospel.
The result is at the end of verse 15.
Progress is to be seen by all.
Now we must remember that this is the
same man of whom Paul had said earlier, in
Phil. 2:19-22: “(19) I hope in the Lord Jesus
to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too
may be cheered by news of you. (20) For I
have no one like him, who will be genuinely
concerned for your welfare. (21) For they
all seek their own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ. (22) But you know Timothy’s
proven worth, how as a son with a father he
has served with me in the gospel.”
And yet, even with this testimony, there
was further work to be done. Timothy was
not to rest content.
Verse 16 summarizes it all: Watch your
life closely—see that grace is maintained
and increased; watch your teaching
closely—see that it increases in usefulness
to the brothers and sisters.
The end of verse 16 provides the
reason—the success of the minister’s task is
measured in eternal life, for himself and his
hearers. Is this an important task? Should
we treat it lightly?
Even Paul, near the end of his ministry,

was not satisfied with himself and his level
of knowledge. When writing to Timothy (2
Tim. 4:13), he asks his friend to bring his
books and parchments to him. The apostle
knew that there was always more work to
do in this life.
In light of these words, we must view
the increase and maintenance of our gifts
and graces as a very important part of our
ministerial tasks. We cannot and must not
rest content in our attainments, but always
seek to pursue these things with much
vigor.
Over the years, many pastors both of
ARBCA churches as well as others have
said that they wished they could profit
from the courses offered at the Institute of
Reformed Baptist Studies.
In July 2009, Pastor Ron Baines
forwarded to the IRBS trustees the results
of the annual ARBCA Survey. Among the
comments made concerning IRBS was
this one: “Many men would like to see the
creation of electronic and distance learning
options for men already in the pastorate,
who might benefit from further training.”
The trustees and dean of IRBS have been
working to put together a response to these
requests, and are pleased at last to announce
the beginning of the IRBS Continuing
Education program.
Interestingly,
even
the
world
recognizes the importance of this principle.
Most professions have some form of ongoing educational curriculum. In some
cases, it is simply for career advancement
(e.g., designations such as CLU [chartered
life underwriter] or PE [professional
engineer]); in other cases it is a requirement
for continued licensing (e.g. most levels of
medical profession).
In these cases, programs are developed
to meet the needs of the individual. For
example, after someone is certified as a
professional engineer, in order to maintain
his license status over the years, he will
See IRBS, page 5
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IRBS
From page 4

have to complete certain total-hour study
requirements. Similarly, most medical
professionals, after receiving their degrees
and licenses, must continue to participate in
formal training.
One physician’s assistant I know must
complete 100 hours of formal study every
two years in order to maintain her license.
Likewise, medical doctors must participate
in continuing education or their licenses
will be revoked.
Our culture recognizes the benefits as
well as the necessity of ongoing training.
Men and women with skills cannot rely
on their previous preparation, but must
supplement it in order to be more and more
useful in their professions. The mind of each
is stretched, expertise is honed, and abilities
are expanded. Basically, these people are
better at their jobs as the years pass.
And, as Paul teaches us, pastors need
something like this also. The ministry is
a difficult vocation. It involves multiple
skills. As we saw above, men must study
and continue to grow in gifts and graces.
The point is very simple: Scripture,
as well as the light of nature and Christian
prudence teach us that there are some
circumstances of the government of the
church (2LCF1:6) to which we ought to give
heed. In this case, the trustees of IRBS are
convinced that we can provide a valuable
service to our churches by developing
and making available courses for men in
pastoral ministry.
With the generous support of the
Foundation for the Advancement of
Reformed Baptist Causes and the Lord’s
blessing, IRBS hopes to offer an extensive
program in support of pastors as a means of
continuing education.
Our hope is to offer the courses listed
in the box above.
The standard label for professional
education of this type is the “Continuing
Education Unit,” or CEU. Most professions
encourage or require regular achievement of
CEUs; in many cases a certain total of CEUs
will qualify an individual for a certificate or
professional designation. According to the
website of the International Association for

Possible courses to
be offered by IRBS
extension
Biblical Studies
4 Principles of Bible Interpretation
4 The Pastor and his Greek
Testament
4 Old Testament Biblical
Theology
4 New Testament Biblical
Theology
Systematic Theology
4 Foundations of Christian
Theology
4 Our Great and Glorious God
4 Christ the God-Man
4 The Ordo Salutis
4 Eschatology
4 Doctrine of the Church
4 Distinctives of Reformed
Baptist Theology
4 Baptist Symbolics
Pastoral Theology
4 Theology of Ministry
4 Preaching Christ from all of
Scripture
4 Christian Missions
Church History
4 Church History Survey
4 Puritanism in Context
4 Baptist History
Apologetics
4 Science and Scripture
4 In Defense of the Faith
Continuing Education and Training (which
seems to be the recognized authority on such
matters), a CEU “is defined as 10 contact
hours of participation in an organized

Commentary
From page 3

tongue, tribe, and nation – as He builds His
church. All will be called; all will be saved!
We know this!
In a sense, ministry and missions are a
grace-fixed, grace-secured numbers game!
Keeping that in mind, we can be encouraged
to keep preaching, ministering, evangelizing,

continuing education experience under
responsible sponsorship, capable direction,
and qualified instruction.”
This definition makes the standard
CEU similar to though not exactly the
same as the academic credit hour. For our
purposes, we will offer CEUs based on the
academic hour, and actually strengthen the
requirements above those of the standard
CEU.
Not only will we make Dr. Renihan’s
Escondido classes available, but we will
also offer classes from a wide variety of
highly qualified men. In total, we expect
to have about 25 courses available. In the
cases of the engineer and the physician’s
assistant (and there are many more), the
requirements may be met in a variety of
ways, including participation in Internetbased learning experiences.
For this reason, we will be offering
these courses primarily through a secure
website dedicated to this cause. The lectures
will not be accessible to the general public,
but only to those specifically registered
to participate. Each course will include
a minimum of 20 hours of lecture, some
reading assignments, a project or paper, and
an exam. Upon completion of all classes,
IRBS will issue a certificate.
Some have already been recorded
and should be online before the General
Assembly; others will be recorded over the
next few years.
Please pray that the Lord will bless
our efforts to be an encouragement to
men in the Gospel ministry. For further
information, contact irbsassistant@gmail.
com or irbsprof@gmail.com.
Dr. James Renihan is dean of the Institute
for Reformed Baptist Studies.
training, teaching, and discipling.
Why? Because our sovereign King,
who has called us as his co-workers, is
building His church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. His own glorious
resurrection makes that plain!
Let’s keep building. After all, our Lord
is!
Donny Martin is pastor of Grace Baptist
Church of Hartsville, Tenn.
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RBMS missions around the world
Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity! (Ps. 133:1)
At Iglesia Bíblica Comunidad de la
Gracia we’ve been thinking a lot on this
verse. In the last months, we have enjoyed
many opportunities for communion and
fellowship.
Eight new members have joined us in
our daily endeavor of glorifying God and
building up His church. Each of our eight
new members was received by baptism.
As part of the baptism service they shared
their testimonies giving account of God’s
grace working miraculously on their
lives, rescuing them from many sins and
horrifying situations. They are a beautiful
family in which the Lord is doing an
amazing work.
Along with the new members we have
gained many children who, every Sunday
and even during the week, share in all our
activities.
Last year we also had the opportunity
of meeting brethren from other cities in our
country. Santiago, the capital of Chile, is
the center of most our country’s activity.
Nevertheless, God’s grace amazed us and
showed us that He is currently working not
only in Santiago, but in different places
throughout our country as well.
We are experiencing a rather warm
winter in Toronto as I write this update at
the opening of another year.
As I went outside this afternoon to help
my daughter with her paper route, instead
of soft snowflakes, all we experienced was
rain – this in a winter which was supposed
to be colder than the last.
I read an article recently on the
Scientific American website which was
supposed to explain why weather forecasts
are often wrong and its basic conclusion
is that science can’t account for all the
possible variables that may change.
In other words, in the words of the
article’s author, it is a well known truth
that “all models are wrong … to a certain

The Rupertuses

<obed1964@gmail.com>
Obed and Marité
Estación Tegualda N3216
Puente Alto, Santiago

CHILE

We were able to meet brethren from
the south, specifically from Osorno and
Puerto Montt. We are excited about the
possibility of a new Reformed Baptist
church constituting in Puerto Montt (only
the third, we think, in all of Chile!!).
We also continue in fellowship and
help materially to support the Reformed
Baptist church in Curacavi, a village near
the coast, about an hour and a half west of
Santiago. We have been able to strengthen
ties with Pastor Edwin Murga and his
family, and the delightful congregation he
is overseeing.
Furthermore, in the second half of
November we conducted a retreat in
Pirque, a village located some kilometers
to the south of Santiago. We were greatly
encouraged by Pastor Jaime Adams, his
wife Nancy and Pastor Jerry Slate. They

taught biblical matters to the wives and
our young people. We also were visited
by brethren from the churches in Curacavi
and Puerto Montt and had a great time in
fellowship together in the presence of the
Lord.
We have begun planning for our next
conference, Lord willing, in November
2013 on the theme of Revival and
Revivalism, a subject of vital importance
to Chile, especially in view of the fast and
stunning growth of interest and love for
the Gospel and biblical doctrines in our
country. Please help us pray for the Lord’s
help as we labor to rightly discern the work
of God’s grace among us.
We, too, join with you in our prayers
that the grace of our Lord and Christ’s
love will continue to be shed abroad in our
hearts.

The Powells

<pastor@covenantbaptistchurch.com>

Chris, Val, Hannah, Noah and Abigail
1 Briarcreek Road
Toronto, ON M1B 2N7

CANADA
extent.”
What a comfort and a gift, as the
writer to the Hebrews puts it, to “know
the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” Our God
is in control and He neither sleeps nor

slumbers as He watches over His church.
We have seen much of His grace in the
past and we look forward to more in this
New Year.
See Powells, page 7
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Recognizing the Lord’s faithfulness in
all things, and specifically in the work of
the Gospel we are related to in Colombia,
we give thanks for the following:
n The churches in Bogotá continue to
grow slowly. The pastors (who appreciate
your prayers) with whom we have
immediate contact in Bogotá are Marco
Antonio Orjuela in San José de Bavaria,
Ramiro Beltrán in Bosa, Guillermo Gómez
with Jorge Enrique Castañeda in Castilla,
and Helberth Conde in Barrio Boyacá.
n Pastor Marco Antonio continues to
serve the La Alborada church, which since
August is without a pastor. The deacons
in La Alborada, Sergio Moreno, Henry
Lancheros, Mauricio Pinzón, and Danilo
Rairán, work in close cooperation with him.
There were six baptized last year, but there
have been desertions as well, including one
deacon and his family who are assisting in
a church plant of another denomination.
n In spite of a division among the
brethren in Curití, Santander, there are
through their efforts two start-up works in
the capital city of Bucaramanga and another

The Lines

<bevstan38@gmail.com>
Stan and Bev
Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)
Bogota

COLOMBIA

in San Gil. Pastors Agustín Ballesteros,
Alirio Sierra, and Roberto Rodríguez
care for these. Growth has been slow but
encouraging.
n The Christian school finished the
2012 school year with its second high
school graduation. Seventeen seniors
received their diplomas. We have moved up
considerably in national rankings from last
year, and we have been given more time to
begin the rebuilding of the school facilities.
A new academic year begins about the first
of February. Pray for the rector, Gustavo
Hernández, and for the school board, all the
teachers and students, and their parents.

Covenant Baptist’s Fall Cabin-In participants heard from Pastor John Miller, dead center

The fall at Covenant Baptist Church
was a bit of a whirlwind.
It began in September with our Fall
Cabin-In, to which Pastor John Miller of
Covenant Baptist Church in Clarksville,
Tenn. came up and taught on developing
cruciform relationships in the church of

Jesus Christ.
As a church we have been discussing
ways to develop and foster meaningful
servant relationships and friendships in
the congregation.
To this end, we introduced a hospitality
initiative to encourage our people to invite

n Feb. 25-28 will be the third annual
convention of Reformed pastors. The Gospel
to Colombia mission and the Reformed
Baptist Church in Medellín, Colombia, are
organizing this year’s meeting. Among the
speakers will be Súgel Michelín from the
Dominican Republic.
Stan and Bev are no longer involved
in administrative matters, but Stan does a
fair amount of preaching both in and out
of Bogotá.
During 2012 we visited churches in
the cities of Villavicencio, Medellín, and
Curití. We keep in touch with members of
our churches.

people into their homes and to develop a
culture of hospitality in the church. The
response was very encouraging and there
has been some more knitting together of
relationships that transcend cultural and
See Powells, page 10
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“For God is not unjust to forget your
work and labor of love which you have
shown toward His name, in that you have
ministered to the saints, and do minister.”
(Heb. 6:10)
What a wonderful privilege to serve
such a great and good God as well as to
serve the saints in His name. Though this
is already a reward, this verse tells us that
God keeps a record of our ministry for
future reward. Indeed, we receive blessings
after blessings.
In October, my wife and I had the
privilege to visit the dear saints of Grace
Reformed Baptist Church in Merrick,
N.Y., for a weekend as I had been invited
to preach at their men’s retreat. I also
preached at both Sunday services as well a
reporting at the Sunday school time.
We stayed at Doug and Denise Totter
and family’s home and we thoroughly
enjoyed our time. My wife Diane spoke at
a ladies meeting. After that week-end, we
took a couple of days off and we went to
Cape May, where we spent two days with
friends from Carlisle. We were there just
before Hurricane Sandy hit the region.
It was also in October that we officially
received in our membership people from
the church I had been interim pastoring.
We took advantage of Reformation Sunday
to organize a special ceremony followed
by an agape meal for the occasion.
Thus far, the merge continues to show
all kinds of blessings as people who joined
felt at home quite immediately. We are
now considering the addition of officers
as the task is greatly increased. These
additions brought our membership to 70,
plus adherents and the children.
All these additions gave a very new
flavor to our Christmas banquet last
December as our membership is now
made up of people coming from different
countries.
We are greatly thankful to God for the
unity we are enjoying at this time and we
pray that it keeps strengthening.

The Perrons

<raymondperron@sympatico.ca>
Raymond and Diane
6225 9e Ave, est,
Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

In additon to these people, we also
have welcomed six new members who
joined for doctrinal reasons. The most
common comment that we keep hearing
from people who join is that, in our church,
we preach the Word of God. And we also
receive the same comments from our radio
listeners. Indeed, our radio ministry is
more and more popular and it continues to
put us in contact with people.
Pastor Jacques Pelletier and I have
decided that I should give a course on the
1689, directed to those we are considering
for office in the near future.
Speaking of teaching, our sovereign
and faithful God has poured His rich
blessing on my class on eschatology as
53 people registered, coming from eight
different churches.
It has been a most refreshing time to
present this blessed doctrine, to answer
all the questions and to meet many people
personally at their request. In fact, some
of the people who attended the class have
decided to join our church.
The Faculté de théologie évangélique
in Montreal has asked me to teach a course
for them this semester, but I had to decline
due to my present workload. I have already
received two invitations from churches of
our association to teach my eschatology
course for them and I am also preparing
a course on theology proper that I am
scheduled to teach next summer in New
Zealand.
My daily program at our radio station
is already demanding, so I try to avoid

the temptation to bite off more than I can
chew.
For the last two or three months, we
have continued to receive visitors from
a nearby Baptist church that is passing
through a difficult period. A group of
members of that church have already
made the decision to join us. We ask your
prayers for wisdom, as it is a most delicate
situation.
I would also ask for your prayers as I
am counseling an 18-year-old young man
who just decided to rent an apartment and
to live on his own. His relationship with his
parents was pretty tense and that led him to
this decision to move. I am not quite sure
about his faith, though he was baptized
few years ago in another church.
I thank God for the fact that I have
a very good relationship with him, as he
seems to have confidence in me. We meet
regularly and he opens his heart very freely
to me.
Your prayers would also be appreciated
as the time has come to ask for a renewal
of our radio station license. If granted, it
would be valid for another seven years.
Thus far, we don’t see any problem with
the renewal, though we don’t take anything
for granted.
We are most appreciative to God for
our sister churches and our association. We
thank our Lord for the blessed and faithful
ministry of our dear brother Gordon Taylor
and his wife Rayna.
May the Lord of the harvest keep
blessing the work of our hands!
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”The churches were established in the
faith, and increased in number daily.” (Acts
16:5)
In the past year, the Church of Montreal
has been very encouraged by the zeal of
young adults.
Andy Dinkins has completed two
internship pastorals collaboration with the
Faculté de théologie évangélique de Montréal
(FTE). Now he preaches once every two
months. At the next GA, the church will
endorse the decision to accept Andy as a elder
in training for at least one year. Afterwards, if
the Lord confirms his call, we will prepare his
ordination. We believe that Andy must serve
as an elder for several years before taking a
full-time pastorate.
Georges-Émile Durand also preaches
once every two months. He seeks a way
to continue his studies in theology while
providing for his family. Another brother,
Jacques Morin, who has been with us for a
year and a half, wants to continue his studies
in theology (M.Div,). but he is hampered by
a major problem with his neck.
Beginning this past fall, two other
brothers who are students at FTE have been
attending the church. One is single and the
other has a family. Also, we have a family
that has immigrated from Moldova whose
Greetings in the name of our Sovereign
Lord Jesus Christ!
“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is
my house, that you have brought me thus
far?” (1 Chron. 17:16)
Those words of King David formed
part of the text of a sermon John Newton
preached on New Year’s Day in 1773. And
from these words Newton wrote his most
famous hymn, “Amazing Grace.” As I
look back and see where God has brought
our church plant thus far, I am amazed by
God’s grace.
God’s grace has been evident in the
growing love and unity that exists in our
small but forming body of believers.
The members of the body are continuing

The Durands

<aerbg danieldurand@hotmail.com>

Daniel, Loraine,
Marie-Therese and Jean-Rene
189 St. Mary’s
Chateauguay, QC J6K 2J6

CANADA

father studied theology for four years.
Our prayer is to have a church whose
fathers are real pillars and a church that
will train future pastors for the needs of the
province of Quebec. The needs are great and
will become urgent.
In 2013, we have a planned service
of baptism for February and a wedding in
September. We continue to hold Bible studies
with our contacts. We are grateful to the Lord
because he makes us sharers in his works.
I am also encouraged by my involvement
as chaplain to FTE since autumn 2012. I
have the opportunity to have an impact on
students, to help them in their thinking and
in their Christian life. The only tricky part is
that I do not take the place of their pastors. I
ask the Lord for his wisdom.
André Pinard thanks God for their
fourth year of church planting efforts in

Aylmer, Quebec. They have seen some
discouragements as three young adults left to
join a charismatic church. In addition to the
three core families, some new people started
attending on a sporadic basis. One lady,
Thaïs, is from a charismatic background
and will need to get discipleship courses to
get grounded in the Word, although she was
converted many decades ago.
Another lady, Nathalie, comes from a
Reformed Baptist church and seems to be
well-grounded in the Word. Daniele (male), a
Roman Catholic colleague of André’s, comes
to the weekly Bible study. André continues
teaching a Bible course to a Haitian man who
continues attending his charismatic Church.
Pray that God may send a full-time church
planter.
Thank you for your solidarity and
brotherhood.

The Millers

<johnthe1689baptist@gmail.com>
John, Elizabeth, Katherine and Kristyn
1855 Patricia Dr
Clarksville, TN 37040
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to increase in their love for and service
towards God and one another.
One recent event that was a sweet
time of fellowship was our gathering for
Christmas caroling. We sang carols about
our Savior to homes in the neighborhood

around our meeting location, while also
passing out Bibles and invitations to our
special Christmas services on Sunday, Dec.
23.
See Millers, page 17
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We continue to make our first steps in
this new church plant in Aix-en-Provence.
I am still searching for suitable facilities
to rent for our gatherings. As I mentioned
in my last update, prices in Aix are very
high and rooms that a church could rent are
scarce. Two days ago the local newspaper
headline read: “Establishing yourself in
Aix: hard, hard!” The article went on to
speak of the high real estate costs and rental
prices.
We have been holding worship services
on Sunday mornings for about 10 weeks in
a private Protestant elementary school, one
of the few in France! We are thankful for
a place to meet but the largest classroom in
the school can barely hold the 16 regular
attendees of our services, and the school
in not situated in the area of the city in
which we want to plant the church. Please
continue to pray for us as we search for a
solution to the meeting-place problem.
We are integrating into the life of the
evangelical community here quickly. There
is a great deal of unity among the churches
and the presence of John Calvin Reformed
Sseminary is a great blessing. I have met a
few of the students and had the opportunity
to make visits to the campus at their request
to discuss theology and ministry.
A few days before Christmas I was
privileged to preach at the Seminary’s

Powells
From page 7

even linguistic barriers. Please pray for
our church to develop a more Christian
(rather than Canadian or some other
ethnicity) culture in our relationships with
each other and the world. We want to
live out our testimony in relation to each
other.
We’ve had some new members join
the congregation and we’re encouraged
that we have the problem most Sunday

The Vaughns

<dvaughn@sfr.fr>
David, Nicky, Jonathan
and Michelle

FRANCE

annual Christmas service for students,
faculty and friends from the Christian
community in town. I have also had
some very encouraging times with the two
professors with whom I am teaming up to
teach a course on Christian Spirituality.
When I last wrote, I had just received
news of the sudden and tragic death of the
boyfriend of a young lady whose parents
are part of our church plant. This young
man was killed in a motorcycle accident.
As you can imagine, the shock and anguish
caused by this has been great in his family
and among his friends.
Surprisingly, about three weeks after
the tragedy I was asked to come to the
home of the family to speak to family
members and friends on the subject of
God and tragedy. None of the family are
believers or church-goers. That evening 25
non-Christians gathered in the living room

of the family to hear what the Bible says
about God, tragedy, sin and salvation.
Please pray for the family in their midst
of their terrible grieving, and for all who
heard the gospel on that evening, that the
light of God’s word would break through
their darkness, confusion and sadness
and that they would began to seek God.
Please pray also for L____, the daughter
of the couple in our church who has lost
her boyfriend. She is not a believer but
has begun to attend services every Sunday
since the tragedy.
She has also read several Christian
books her father has given her in the last
several weeks. This is the first time she has
read Christian books offered to her by her
parents. It seems that the Lord is working
in her heart.
Thank you for your prayers and
partnership in the gospel.

mornings of getting chairs for our attendees
as we go through Luke’s Gospel.
Our evening services are also generally
well-attended as we continue our studies in
the Prophet Isaiah, which we began in the
summer. We are especially encouraged
that we have numerous unbelievers who
are in regular attendance.
Our outreach Bible study on the
campus has also had a couple of regulars
whom we are praying will be converted.
The campus Bible study will re-commence
in February for the Spring semester. We
have been studying the book of Romans.

Over the fall months we put on a
few special events including our annual
church history celebration around Oct.
31 – Reformation Day. This year we put
on a play of the life of Jonathan Edwards,
which we followed by a fellowship meal.
We were also encouraged to meet a few of
our congregation’s family members at our
annual outreach supper in November and
others who came out to our Lord’s Day
services around the Christmas holiday.
Please pray that we would see the work
of the Spirit in even more conversions to
Jesus Christ in our city and country.
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2012 seemed to pass very quickly.
Perhaps it’s just age, which seems to make
time accelerate; perhaps it’s just the fact that
it was a busy year spent mostly away from
home; or maybe it’s a bit of both.
The last quarter of the year (OctoberDecember) was spent mostly reintegrating
with my family. Returning home from
deployment, I in-processed to Nellis AFB for
several days (lots of paperwork, essentially),
and was then able to take “R&R” (Rest &
Reintegration) for a couple of weeks. In
other words, I had “free time.”
The first weekend home I had the
privilege of joining Dr. John Pretlove and
speaking at the First Baptist Church of the
Lakes in Las Vegas for their second annual
Reformation Conference. This year’s theme
was “Sanctification.”
I preached three sermons (Friday
evening, Saturday morning, Sunday
morning), all from Philippians. The
conference was well-attended and the
feedback was very positive. In a day when
holiness seems to be either misunderstood
or neglected within church life, the theme
was quite timely.
The rest of my R&R period was spent
relaxing at home with the family. I returned
to work in mid-November and reconnected
with the unit members for whom I’m
responsible. We were glad to see each
other!
Then, as soon as we turned around, it
was Thanksgiving. During the holiday week
I was at home again, being able to use up
several days of leave. It was nice to be with
the family, especially during the beginning
of the holiday season. The week after
Thanksgiving I was notified that I was one
of three Air Force chaplains honored with
selection to the Army Family Life program.
Suddenly it was December! I took part
in all of the Nellis Chapel programs for
Christmas – the annual Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lighting, Advent services and the
Christmas Eve service.
While the Christmas Tree and Menorah
Lighting is a pretty tame affair with the

The Galyons

<dr.james_galyon@yahoo.com>
James, Sharon, Jameson,
Jenna and Jonathan
319 Redondo St.
Hendersen, NV 89014

Chaplain, USAF Nevada
singing of secular Christmas songs and
the arrival of Santa Claus, the Advent and
Christmas Eve services were all very Christhonoring with the messages preached. It’s
an honor to serve with fellow chaplains who
proclaim the true meaning of Christmas.
My days were spent in unit visitation
and catching up on administrative
paperwork. Several evenings were spent at
unit holiday parties as well as the USAF
Weapons School graduation. The Weapons
School is essentially the “Top Gun” school
for the Air Force, and I’m privileged to be
their chaplain.
At both the parties and graduation I
offered invocations and spent time with
people. It’s interesting how God uses
those times to bring healing and hope.
One gentleman with whom I spoke, a top
enlisted man raised as a Southern Baptist,
was struggling with things he experienced in
combat. He feared God would never forgive
him for taking lives in battle.
This was a matter no mental health
expert could have handled adequately – and
exactly why chaplains are essential in the
military. We discussed Romans 13 and the
theology of war. The discussion helped him
tremendously, and he was encouraged to
look to Christ Jesus.
Another gentleman at a different event,
also a top enlisted man, is preparing to head
out this month on deployment. He will be
away from his family for a year. A man of
strong faith, our discussion centered on
the tasks he would tackle, the dangers he
will face, and the plans of his family in his
absence.

This service member was encouraged
by being able to speak with his chaplain
and asking for prayer. Again, that’s not
something the mental health providers are
able to provide. In all, these were brief
encounters. It’s amazing how the Lord uses
these small windows of time to provide
hope and healing.
The ministry year concluded at Nellis
Chapel on Dec. 30 with a sermon from 1
Cor. 7:17 about Christian vocation. The
feedback was very positive, with several
noting they were ready to spend 2013 doing
all things to the glory of God.
With the notice of the impending
assignment at Ft. Hood in Texas, the
responsibilities I have at Nellis have been
altered significantly. During this first quarter
I will preach once a month for the Praise
Service (formerly Traditional Service);
lead weekly devotionals throughout
Lent (beginning on Ash Wednesday and
concluding the week before Good Friday
/ Easter); facilitate a six-week marriage
enhancement course; and lead a marriage
retreat. The rest of my time will be preparing
for our move, out-processing from Nellis
and fulfilling requirements for the Army
Family Life program.
I will depart from Nellis in April to
attend the General Conference, then head
straight for Ft. Hood. I’ll return, Lord
willing, for Jenna’s high school graduation
and then bring the rest of the Galyons to
Texas. It will be nice to be near “home”
(Ft. Worth). The next few months will be a
whirlwind. Thank you in advance for your
prayers and support!
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The whole congregation in Carlos
Paz gives thanks to the Lord for ARBCA
and your prayers for Christ’s church in
Argentina.
While the economic situation in the
country worsens each week, God’s kingdom
continues to gain strength. We are not
allowed to import books now, requiring all
our reformed literature to be printed in the
country. Your help is greatly appreciated.
It is such a blessing of the Lord to be
able to preach the gospel of grace on a local
radio station. We chose a secular station so
the messages would be heard by those who
are most likely unconverted. The hourlong program goes out on Mondays and
Thursdays when we are able to afford it.
During 2012 God enabled us to
broadcast 96 of these programs. We always
give our telephone number so people may
call us at any time around the clock with
whatever need they may have.
We do get calls even during the night
from people wanting to receive the Word
of God. A number of people have attended

The Molinas

The Lord has been very kind to us at
Crosspoint Church of Asheville over the past
year. The work of the church presses on, and
we trust that Christ will continue to build
his church as we endeavor to serve him. We
thank you all for your support and prayers.
Over the past six months, we have had
a couple of family units become a regular
part of our congregation. In total, we have
10 families that make up the general body
of the work.
There is an abundance of children and
young people as well, around 22 in total. We
have also seen a steady flow of visitors over
the past several months, and we pray that the
Lord would put in their hearts a desire to join
with us.
We are getting to the point that we
need more space and are looking for a new
building in which to meet. There are not

The McKelveys

Millers
From page 9

After our time of singing, we enjoyed
fellowship over warm soup and desserts.
And there were a couple of visitors that

Jorge and Bilma
Monte de Luz Iglesia de la Gracia
Rio Carcarana 551
Carlos Paz, Cordoba

ARGENTINA

5152

church services because of hearing the radio
broadcast, and we trust that many more will
come our way when God moves them.
Please pray for us; we are a small
congregation seeking to reach the godless,
pleasure-seeking vacation community
where God has placed us. God has shown us
the importance of equipping our members
with a solid doctrinal foundation, and by
His grace, that is an ongoing process. On
Tuesdays we meet together to study the 1689
Confession of Faith. We are also studying
the Apostle John’s letters to promote love
and fellowship among all the members. On

the second and fourth Saturdays the ladies
of the church meet together for study and
prayer.
Recently we received seven into
membership, at which time the entire
congregation signed our covenantal
membership statement with the new
members.
We thank God for the recent visit of
ARBCA pastors Jerry Slate and Jaime
Adams and the profitable times we had
during their time with us. We extend our
love to you and our deep appreciation for
your love and prayers for Argentina.

<info@crosspointashville.org>
Mike, Mary Alice, William and Breanne
339 Avery Creek Road
Arden, NC 28704
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many facilities available that would suit our
needs, so please pray that the Lord would
provide for us.
In December, the church elected Nathan
Renfro to the eldership, and we are thankful
that the Lord has raised him up for this work.
Also, in addition to our regular meeting
times, we started a men’s book study and
a women’s book study. These have proven

to be greatly beneficial and wonderfully
edifying to the people.
We are also pursuing some intentional
outreach efforts, especially in downtown
Asheville. Please pray that the Lord will
bring fruit from all these efforts.
We are looking forward to the coming
year, trusting that in all the ups and downs of
life, Christ is sufficient for us.

came as a result of our caroling and
invitations!
During the fall months the Lord
brought to us a few new families who have
been attending regularly. They have been
a great encouragement to us. But sadly,
we have also had a couple families leave

us. Most recently, Leonard and Jessica
Eyster moved away due to job relocation.
The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Please continue to pray for the Lord
See Millers, page 15
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January 6 marked the one-year
anniversary of Tucson Reformed Baptist
Church.
The past year has seen a lot of ups and
downs.
We started off with a bang, and slowly
went down from there.
By May we seemed to be bottoming
out, but in June we began to come back up
a little bit. The summer was good but the
fall went even lower.
The winter has seen a slight resurgence,
leaving us encouraged as the year comes to
an end.
As we look over the last year, on the
one hand, to a large degree, it has been
tough as expected, but on the other there is
hope for the future.
One of our goals has been to develop a
ministry for University of Arizona students.

The Cosbys

<recosby@gmail.com>
Rob, Chrissy, Keira and Robert
3602 S. Frick Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85730
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Our meeting place is just over a mile from
the campus.
This fall we were able to start a small
Bible study reaching out to a few of the
students.
We are hoping to develop the study
over the next few months and be able to
have a strong ministry there.
As we embark upon the new year

The Tucson Reformed Baptist Church congregation celebrates its one-year anniversary.

we ask for your continued prayer that
in this coming year we would see more
stabilization and growth.
Also, that as we are involved in our
upcoming outreaches the Lord would bless
the spread of the Gospel.
But even more, please pray that in our
everyday lives we would be emboldened
and given opportunities to spread the Good
News.
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Southern Cone, ending up in Córdoba, Argentina.
That next weekend we participated in a conference entitled
“Soli Deo Gloria,” sponsored by Centro Crecer Church, where
veteran missionary Sam Masters serves as pastor. Diego Cardona,
a pastor from Medellín, Colombia, was the keynote speaker.
Pastor Diego has published an excellent evangelistic book entitled
“Proverbs That Change Lives,” which was recently awarded
“Book of the Year” by the evangelical Latin America publishers
association.
The book closes with a chapter entitled “A Greater Than
Solomon Has Come!” and was made available at the conference
book table.
The first night of the conference was held in Carlos Paz at
the Light of Grace Church, where Jorge Molina serves as pastor.
Carlos Paz is the tourist spot of Argentina, filled with all the sinful
vices that accompany such towns.
Yet Christ has placed His lampstand in the midst of that dark

In Santiago, Chile: From left, Obed Rupertus, Jim and Nancy Adams, Fernando Herrerra, and Jerry Slate on top of Santa Lucia overlooking the city.
place. As the worship service began, tears streamed down my face
as we sang “Before the Throne of God Above.” Though it was
sung in Spanish, I knew the words as this is a favorite hymn in
our church here in Georgia. How wonderful to hear our Argentine
brethren singing the same songs to the same God that we do!
Jorge said to me, “Before I knew the Lord, I gave myself
continually to music and drunkenness. But once Christ came into
my life, I left it all behind!”
Then, with tears filling his eyes he said, “Amo a Jesús, amo
a Jesús!” [“I love Jesus, love Jesus!”] And added, “Jesus is my
life!”
The Lord has given Jorge quite an extraordinary singing voice.
After singing some hymns one day, I told him that he has been
blessed with a good set of pipes. A big smile crossed his face and he
quickly pointed to the sky and said “Para la gloria de Jesús!” [“For
See Cone, page 16

Hosted by Grace Fellowship Church
535 S. Birkey St.
Bremen, IN 46506
Register on-line at:
www.reformedbaptist.net/arbcaga

Jim Adams teaches at the “Soli Deo Gloria” conference at Centro
Crecer Church in Cordoba, Argentina
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Church Planting: Striving together in prayer
By John Miller

One of the great joys of the Apostle
Paul in his ministry of church planting
was the “partnership in the gospel” that
he shared with various local churches (cf.
Phil. 1:3-5).
These partnerships were a source of
great encouragement to Paul in times of trial
and affliction, such as his imprisonment
in Rome. These partnerships were not
only “in giving and receiving” financial
support (cf. Phil. 4:14-16), but also in
praying for one another.
As Paul wrote to the church in Rome,
“I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit,
to strive together with me in your prayers
to God on my behalf…” (Rom.. 15:30).
Though separated by distance, church
planters and supporting churches are
united before the throne of God as they
strive together in prayer.
But what exactly should we pray
for concerning our church planters and
missionaries? While the answer to this
question is almost limitless, consider
two requests we learn from the Apostle
Paul that are always appropriate for us to
pray:
Pray for the advancement of God’s
kingdom. This request comes as no
surprise to us. After all, our Lord taught
us to pray, “Your kingdom come” (Matt.
6:10). But notice some of the specific
requests Paul makes concerning the
advancement of the Kingdom of God:
Pray for God to give boldness in
proclaiming the gospel. In the midst
of exhorting the Ephesians to pray for
all the saints, Paul asks them to pray for
him “that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may declare
it boldly, as I ought to speak” (Eph. 6:1920). Our church planters and missionaries
face many temptations to shrink back in
fear, and they need our prayers for God to
give them courage and strength to boldly
proclaim the gospel.
Pray for God to open doors for

the gospel. Paul asked the Colossians
to “pray also for us, that God may open
to us a door for the word, to declare the
mystery of Christ” (Col. 4:3). Our God is
the Sovereign Lord who will show mercy
to whom He will show mercy, and He
calls us to pray to Him to open pathways
for the gospel to run through our church
planters and missionaries.
Pray for God to protect his servants
from those who oppose the gospel. Paul
asked the Thessalonians to “pray for us,
that the word of the Lord may speed ahead
and be honored, as happened among you,
and that we may be delivered from wicked
and evil men. For not all have faith” (1
Thess. 3:1-2).
Paul certainly experienced the malice
of wicked men as one who was slandered,
beaten, and stoned. Such wicked men are
still with us, and our church planters and
missionaries need our prayers for their
protection.
Pray for the encouragement of
God’s servants. Paul and his missionary
companions faced many discouragements
on the field of service. He even faced

hard times, which he describes with these
words: “For we were so utterly burdened
beyond our strength that we despaired of
life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had
received the sentence of death” (2 Cor.
1:8-9).
Paul goes on to explain how God
delivered them, yet it is in this context that
Paul exhorts the Corinthians to pray for
them: “You also must help us by prayer,
so that many will give thanks on our
behalf for the blessing granted us through
the prayers of many” (2 Cor. 1:11).
Paul knows that God uses means, and
that the blessings of God’s deliverance and
encouragement come through the means
of the prayers of God’s people. The work
of church planting at home and abroad
can be filled with many discouragements
and times of loneliness.
One of the great ways we can help
our church planters and missionaries is by
praying for God to grant them blessings
of encouragement.
Brethren, let us continue to increase
our joy in the Lord by striving together
in prayer!

Members of Covenant Baptist sing carols in a neighborhood outreach effort.

Millers

Clarksville, Tenn. We are thankful to you
all for your prayers and support.

to form and build up His church here in

John Miller is a church planter in
Clarksville, Tenn.

From page 12
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the glory of Jesus!”]
While we were there, two families
told Jorge that they were ready to apply
for membership to the church, which was a
great encouragement to him.
The “Soli Deo Gloria” conference
continued over the next two days at
Centro Crecer in Córdoba. Sermons were
preached by Sam Masters and Diego
Cardona on such themes as “The Five Solas
of the Reformation,” “The Glory of God
in the Gospel,” and “The Glory of God in
Evangelism.”
Jim gave two addresses on the life and
ministry of Abraham Kuyper.
Jim’s son, David Adams, spoke on
the subject of “A Theology of Work and
Vocation” and then held a workshop with
the young people on that theme. David
served as my translator as I taught that
Sunday night on “The Glory of God in the
Home.”
After the conference Jim led a
leadership retreat for 13 men which lasted
from Monday, Nov. 12 through Wednesday,
Nov. 14. We stayed in facilities of a Roman
Catholic school, LaSalle, which is located

Jorge Molina plays his guitar.

The congregation at Grace Community Bible Church in Santiago, Chile.
just outside of Córdoba.
The irony of a bunch of Reformed men
lodging in an icon-filled Catholic school to
pray and labor for the advancement of the

Protestant gospel was not lost on me!
The men read through a Spanish
version of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book,
“Life Together,” and Jim Adams taught
them about what it means to have a Biblical
world view and vision.
The highlight of the retreat for me came
on Tuesday evening. All 13 of us stood
around a table and partook of the Lord’s
Supper together. Sam Masters officiated
and was gracious enough to translate each
part of the service into English for my
benefit.
Here were 13 men who came from
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Arizona,
Kansas, and Georgia, but we partook of the
same bread and the same cup. There was
not a dry eye in the place, and I do not know
if I have ever enjoyed a sweeter time around
the Lord’s Table.
On Thursday, Nov. 15, Jim, Nancy, and
I said “goodbye” to our friends in Argentina
and flew to Santiago, Chile. We were met in
the Santiago airport by Obed Rupertus and
Fernando Herrerra, who serve as the pastors
of Community of Grace Bible Church.
The Lord has established this church
See Cone, page 17
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as the gateway for confessional Reformed
Baptists into Chile. In the midst of many
trials and much spiritual warfare, they
are seeing sinners converted, baptized,
and added to the church. And despite the
fact that both Fernando and Obed live at
the threshold of poverty, they are actively
helping to plant sister churches throughout
Chile.
Most amazing to me, though, is the
work God is doing in the young people of
the church. These young men and women,
who are 20 to 30 years of age, are deeply
in love with Jesus. They have an insatiable
hunger for God’s Word, are thirsty for
prayer, and zealous in evangelism.
Four of these young men have
aspirations to enter into the gospel ministry
some day, and I believe we will see mighty
things accomplished through them by God’s
grace.
From Friday night, Nov. 16 through the
Lord’s Day, Nov. 18, we participated in a
weekend retreat sponsored by the church.
Nancy taught the women while Jim taught
four sessions to the young people.
The Lord established a strong bond
between the young people and me, and I had
the privilege of teaching them a session on
dating and courtship. I spoke to them of the
need to be under the counsel and authority
of their parents as they seek a godly spouse,
and of the need to walk in moral purity for
the glory of God’s name.
At the end of our session I addressed
the issue of past sexual sins, using the
woman caught in adultery and the Lord’s
forgiveness of her as an encouragement. As
I spoke, I saw one young person shedding
many tears, and I suspect that the Spirit of
God was applying the salve of the gospel to
that wounded conscience.
On the final day of our trip, Monday,
Nov. 19, Jim and I spent a sweet day of
fellowship with Obed and Fernando. We
interviewed Obed as a candidate to become
ARBCA’s new national pastor in Chile.
Obed said to me that when he was
first converted he was Pentecostal. Later
he reacted to his Pentecostalism and for
two years became a hyper-Calvinist. He

Jerry Slate, left, is here with Jorge and Bilma Molina, and their oldest daughter, right, in
Sam Masters’ home.

The leadership retreat in Argentina drew these 13 men from Argentina, Chile, Colombia,
Arizona, Kansas and Georgia.
rejoices that the Lord brought him out of this
opposite extreme to now hold tenaciously
to the doctrines of free and sovereign grace
while proclaiming the free offer of Christ to
every man.
We praise the Lord for what He is

doing in South America, and we heartily
commend these brethren to our association
for your ongoing prayers and financial
support.
Jerry Slate is pastor of Berean Baptist
Church, Austell, Ga.

