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GOD IS AT WORK IN THE CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF CUBA

By Pastor Jerry Slate, Jr.

From November 23 - December 10,
2018, Pastor Don Lindblad and I
participated in a seventeen day

ministry tour of Cuba.  Don travels to
Cuba at least twice each year, and
believes this was his 25th or 26th visit
to the island.  This trip was a personal
milestone for me, as it was the first
time I have ever returned to a country I
had visited once before.  I first had the
privilege of traveling to Cuba with Don
in December of 2016, and so it was a
wonderful experience to return to a
place and culture with which I was
already familiar.

The funding for these journeys to Cuba
is provided by the generous donations
ARBCA member churches make to the
Cuba Special Project, which is
sponsored by Trinity Reformed Baptist
Church of Kirkland, WA where Don
serves as a pastor.  These donations
cover the travel expenses for Don and
one other ARBCA pastor to fly in and
out of Cuba twice each year.  I know I 

speak for Don when I say “thank you”
to all who have contributed to this
project over the years.  Cuban national
pastor Jatniel Perez told me that when
Don first began coming to Cuba, his
teaching was excellent.  However,
because he initially came by himself,
the Cuban pastors did not take him

 seriously for they thought his doctrine
was the opinion of just one man, but
when he began bringing a second
pastor with him it deeply affected the
men for they were hearing the same
truths taught by brothers of different
personalities and gifts who shared the 

continued on page 2
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GOD IS AT WORK 

same confessional convictions. 
Jatniel’s testimony thrilled me because
it uunderscores the biblical precedent
that, whenever possible, men ought to
be sent to the mission field two by two
to plant churches.  Upon arriving in
Cuba, our first destination was the city
of Matanzas, situated towards the 

western end of the island, where we 
met the pastor of Grace Bible Church,
Yeremy (pronounced “Jeremy”)
Blanco. Getting to know Yeremy was
my favorite part of this trip as the Lord
knit our hearts together. Yeremy was
formerly a pastor in a large Cuban
denomination that nominally claims to
believe in the doctrines of free and
sovereign grace, but has become  

theologically liberal.  When Yeremy
began teaching, not only the doctrines
of grace, but our entire Confession of
Faith to his congregation it aroused the
ire of the denomination’s leadership. 
Two years ago, they expelled him from
the ministry which meant that he and
his family of five also lost their home.

Continued on page 9
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DISCOURAGEMENT IN PLANTING
by Rob Crosby

O
ne of the interesting things about church plants is the

various paths that plants take.  Often discussing

planting we give several models of church planting,

but just as there are various models, there are many other

routes that plants take. But one common denominator that

seems to be shared by many, (at least in our confessional

circles), is a time of great discouragement for the planter. 

To an extent, this is not different from any church.  Every

church goes through ups and downs; times of rejoicing,

and times of sorrow; every church goes through times of

growth and times of loss; and, every church goes through

times of discouragement and times of encouragement. 

However, as in the life of the church, the causes and

situations of discouragement vary greatly.

Although the causes of
discouragement can vary
greatly, probably the most
common cause in church
planting is the lack of growth. 
On the one hand, we who are
reformed teach and believe that
success is not measured by
numbers. But is one thing to
state that and it is another to
practice it.  It is a little easier to
practice it in an established
church wherein growth in
numbers or loss of members does not threaten the very
existence of the church.  In the church plant situation
where the lack of growth or the decline of members can
result in the termination of the plant, however, there is a
more acute sensitivity to our ultimate helplessness in the
growth of the church.

If you have packed your family and moved them to a

distant town in order to establish a church, and then in

time there begins to be questions over whether that

church will survive, it can be a tremendous cause of

discouragement.  In my own situation, we started out with

a little over twenty people attending.  

Within about a month and a half, we had already lost a

couple of families and over the next year and a half our

attendance went up and down but trended down until we

were down to about twelve regular attendees.  At the same

time, I was watching other plants that started out with

fifty or sixty people and never had a question about where

things were headed, and my discouragement grew. In time

though, things changed, and growth began.  More and

more as I met with other planters, I discovered that many

of them who had started out with several folks went

through periods of loss and subsequent discouragement. 

I was reminded that each of us goes through such struggles

in the life of the plant. The struggle may come at different

points, for some a great struggle may happen at the

beginning while for others they may start well only to

meet discouragement  down the road.

So, what should our response
be?  Before I became completely
discouraged, my pastor at my
parent church asked me how I
was doing.  I told him I was
doing okay, but some days I felt
like I needed to get discouraged
because I heard so many times
that God acted after the pastor
became discouraged.  He
challenged me not to become
discouraged and depressed.  I
believe that was wise counsel. 

In the end, however, things did turn around almost
immediately after I became discouraged and nearly
despondent.  I have seen this happen over and over again
no matter what the situation.  I believe, on one level, this
is due to the Lord reminding us that it is not we who build
the church.  The Lord calls us to be faithful, but we have
no guarantee of the results of a faithful ministry.  There are
times when we are faithful and the Lord does close down
the plant.  There are times we are faithful and the Lord
builds a large church.  Most of the time when we are
faithful the Lord builds the small lighthouse in a dark
world.

The response that have given to many is do not despair. 

Discouragement will come.
Continued on page 9
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The Perrons
<raymondperron47@gmail.com>

Raymond and Diane 6225 9e Ave,

est,  Charlesbourg, QC

CANADA G1H 4A9

Greetings to all our dear sister
Churches with whom we share
the common vision of furthering

God’s Kingdom.  I am so thankful to
our Lord for the privilege to keep
serving Him as He provides me with
strength and health though I am no
longer a rookie.

We continue to enjoy God’s
graciousness towards the churches of
our association in the Province of
Quebec.  Though nothing spectacular is
happening from a human point of view,
we are very grateful for the prolong
season of peace in each one of our
congregations and for the people the
Lord has added. 

One of our constant prayer request is for
the Lord to send workers into the 
harvest.  In this context, Micaël
Beaulieu showed to be an answer to our
prayers as we had the joy of
participating in his ordination last
October.  Pastors Jacques Pelletier,
Georges Corriveau, Pascal Denault and
myself served on the ordination council. 
Micaël was already serving in our
Church in Acton Vale for a couple of
years and his ministry is greatly
appreciated.

In November we held a day of prayer
for missions.  We do this twice a year. 
Our people gather in the church for the
whole day, interceding for the different
aspects of home mission as well as
foreign missions. A fairly good number
of people participate in this event.

Many people in our Church in Quebec

City keep asking me to teach a course. 
I certainly cannot refuse to feed people
when they show such a hunger.  So this
semester I am teaching a class on
Theology and the participation is 
surprisingly good.

At the beginning of the year we had a
baptism service as an 18 year old young
man made his public profession of faith. 
Pray for him; his name is Matthieu
Samama and he is “very special”.  His
interest for the Bible is such that he
sounds like an old Christian though he
is fairly new.  We are thankful to God
that two more people (2 ladies) should
be baptized in the coming weeks.

In May, Église réformée baptiste de la
Capitale (Quebec City) is planning to
ordain one elder and one deacon.  The
two men have already been serving and
in May they are going to be confirmed
in their office.

I keep visiting our members on a regular
basis in the company of Louis-Philippe,
a young man from our assembly who is
doing a very good job in this ministry of
visitation.  Starting next month, we will

have a second team for the visitation
ministry as Richard Melançon, one of
our elders with another member will do
the same.

Next April (5-7), God willing, I will
visit our brothers and sisters in Dayton,
OH, as they have invited me to preach
for the week-end.  Dayton is among my
faithful supporting churches.

I was planning to attend our ARBCA
General Assembly, but since the date
has been changed I had to change my
plans as well since it is conflicts with
the General Assembly of the churches
of our own Association in Quebec.

The membership of our church in
Quebec City is aging, but we are
encouraged by the coming of new
people.  This year, we have two
weddings to celebrate.  We are also
thankful for the children and the
newborn babies who are now making
“nice music” during our celebration.

Continued on page 8  
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THE LINES
bevstan38@gmail.com

Stan and Bev

Calle 165, #54C-84 (E25)

Bogotá

COLOMBIA

The peace accords signed more
than two years ago between the
Colombian government and

the Armed Revolutionary Forces of
Colombia (FARC) seemed to many
not to be the road to peace but
rather a capitulation to leftist
ideology.  No, not everything was
given away.  A conservative
president, Iván Duque, was elected
president in June.  The FARC
seemingly turned in their guns.  But
not all the FARC demands agreed
upon have been met (and in some
cases are impossible to meet), and
the result has been a resurgence of
those dissidents of the FARC who
were not in agreement with the
settlement.  Another guerrilla
group, the ELN (The National
Liberation Army), has increased its
enrollment and its activities,
including a bomb in the national
police school in Bogotá in January
that killed twenty and wounded
many more.  Both of these
movements finance themselves in
good part from illegal drug
trafficking. Corruption continues in
most spheres of Colombian life,
and frequently there are demands of
different segments of society
impossible to meet financially. 
Over a million and a half refugees
from Venezuela are now in
Colombia needing employment,
etc.  The fact of godlessness, both
on the left and the right, means that
God is not for us.  We, the people
of God, who are the light of the
world aren’t shining all that
brightly. 

Thanks be to God, His churches
nonetheless are growing, although
most of them very slowly. Some
not at all.  Sadly we are not united
as we ought to be.  We are as
always needing to repent, to
worship, pray, to serve one
another, to rejoice in the Lord
always, and to evangelize, to
evangelize with the Gospel, of
course.

The Christian School in Bogotá
now has a new principal, a man
more consistently Reformed, a
positive development we think,
David Bermúdez.  Pastor Helberth
Conde continues as chaplain.  One
of the church plants in the city of
Bucaramanga is calling a pastor.
The La Alborada church in Bogotá
continues without a pastor, but in
the Lord’s mercy, the church
continues with enthusiasm and
with visitors practically every
Sunday. Attendance averages
about 140. Pastor Marco Antonio
Orjuela of the San José de Bavaria
church in Bogotá (average
attendance also about 140)

continues to minister and
administer, encouraging the
deacons of La Alborada in their
service. 

Speaking again of the millions of
refugees fleeing from Venezuela,
some of these cross the border by
foot between Venezuela and
Colombia at the border city of
Cúcuta.  Many continue walking to
reach Bogotá, some five hundred
kilometers south or even beyond
Bogotá to other countries such as
Ecuador and even Chile.  The
highway they follow out of Cucutá
runs eventually right next to the
little town of Curití. One of the
pastors of the Curití church (Alirio
Sierra) lives with his wife and
family right beside the highway. 
He and others of the church are
running a refuge for the
Venezuelan refugees using a
conference center that has been
right there for years, funded by a
German evangelical mission. 
Averages of 50 (but up to 80) a day
have meals there, bathe, wash their
clothes, get basic first aid attention, 

Continued on page 8
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THE HUGHESES
dafydds1@gmail.com
Dafydd, Maria, Ajinkya and Anjali
P.O. Box 246
Palmerston North

NEW ZEALAND

We recently had our church
Annual General Meeting at
which my fellow elder, Ian

Fuller, presented a report, as he
does each year. He concluded his
review of last year with the
following:

“In the context of the history of the
church, 2018 was a year of
contrasts. The departure of one
family was a sadness, but several
additional folk have begun
attending regularly with enthusiasm
and we were greatly encouraged by
three baptisms. To provide for the
needs of the body, we were
privileged to appoint a Deacon,
thankful that the Lord gives gifts of
men to His church. This proved
very timely with needs arising later
in the year necessitating the
establishment of a Diaconal Fund
for distribution of gifts to those in
need in our midst. In the ups and
downs there continues to be a
genuine unity and joy in fellowship
and mutual support of one another
in the body of Christ, testifying to
the truth of Ps 133 once again.  The
church’s stated objective to
intentionally demonstrate Christian
love continues to be prominent, and
was especially proven in dealing
with the one family’s departure and
in addressing a particular need of
another family mid-year.

We must keep looking to the Lord
to maintain the life and ministry of
the church: Let each of you look
not only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others

(Philippians 2:4). We continue to
long that our Lord would build the
church by adding to the number
those who are to be saved, as He
has done in answer to prayer in the
lives of those who were baptised
during the year. May He continue
to work in the hearts of the many
children in our midst and raise up
godly men and women to labour
for Him, because unless the Lord
builds the house, we labour in vain
(Psalm 127:1). Once again, we
must continually remember that
this is His work, for His glory and
we must labour in His strength as
we continue to look to our God to
glorify His name in our midst
during 2019.”

It is good for me personally to
pause and reflect on God’s past
providence as it is all too easy to
become so caught up in the present
moment that I lose sight of the
bigger picture of what God has
done and is doing. He, in his grace,
has brought us through another
year and has helped us navigate
difficulties and supplied needs in

ways we could not have foreseen.
This encourages us for the future
with all of its questions and
uncertainties.

As you pray for us, there are two
particular concerns that I would ask
you to bring before the throne of
grace on our behalf. One is the
need for personal spiritual
refreshment: the church kindly
makes provision for long-service-
leave which I am due to take
sometime this year. However,
family circumstances dictate that
we cannot take extended time away
from home (as we did in 2010
when we were able to visit a
number of ARBCA churches as
well as family overseas). Please
pray that the Lord will enable me
to arrange things so that I may
receive the needed refreshment and
reinvigoration in the midst of many
of the ongoing routines and
responsibilities that surround us at
home.

Continued on page 8
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THE BEARDMORES
abbeardy@yahoo.com
Allen, Katie, Ethan, Abigail, Logan,
Thomas185 Bagot Road
Subiaco, WA 6008

AUSTRALIA

Greetings from Australia!

We trust this report finds you
doing well in the Lord.  Our
Father continues to be kind

to us and has blessed our
congregation in many ways over
the past several months.  Foremost
among our blessings has been the
uninterrupted worship of our great
God each Lord’s Day.  Despite
having to change venues the first
Sunday of the year and despite the
amount of travelling our members
have been doing over the summer
months, the Lord continues to
gather his people together and focus
their attention on himself.  During
our morning worship we have just
completed the second of two short
sermon series.  The first series was
preached in December and looked
at the purpose of the incarnation of
the Son of God.  Previously, the
season of Christmas was a subject
which tended to bring disagreement
between those who believe in
celebrating and those who do not. 
However, the Lord seems to have
brought unity and liberty to our
body on this issue along with a
great deal of thanksgiving for the
precious gift of Christ so we give
thanks to Him for that.  The second
series, preached just after the new
year, focused on Christ’s goals for
each local church.  Lord willing,
these messages will set the tone for
2019.

As previously mentioned, we are in
the middle of a series of studies on
Christian hymnody during our adult

Sunday school class.  Each week
we look at the life of a well-known
hymn writer and study something
of their theology and the way it is
expressed through song.  We have
only just begun our study but
already two people in the
congregation have asked for
direction in how to purchase their
own personal copy of the Trinity
hymnal so it seems as though our
folks are excited about this new
topic.  Our afternoon worship
continues to be a shorter service
immediately followed by corporate
prayer.  After approximately
eleven months studying Genesis 1-
11, we are now beginning a study
of I Thessalonians.  It has been
encouraging to remember how the
Thessalonian church came into
being with missionary activity,
preaching and God’s providence
and power all playing a part.  We
can see the very same elements in
how our own congregation was
formed and we give thanks that
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and forever.

With regard to the congregation

itself, there are several encouraging

signs of God’s work.  We give

thanks that oftentimes visitors

come at the invitation of church

members.  We have had two

younger couples start to visit and

one of the couples has been

regularly present at each of our

services.  This has been exciting

since they had previously not been

attending elsewhere.  Those who

come are consistent in their

testimony that it is the fact that

God’s word is preached which

brings them week after week.  This

confirms our trust that Christ’s
sheep will hear his voice and
follow him.  Another reason for
thanksgiving is the generosity of
those who attend.  One of our goals
as a church has been to support
overseas missions and God’s
people have faithfully given of
their wealth to support not only the
needs of our local church but also
the needs of others.  Please pray
that these signs of God’s blessing
would continue. Continued page 8
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Continued from page 4
THE PERONS 

We ask you to continue to pray for
us and for our churches.  Pray for
Guillaume Bourin in our Montreal
church plant, for André Pinard in
Aylmer, Pascal Denault in St-
Jérôme, Jean Lépine in Rouyn-
Noranda, Marcel Longchanps in
Nantes, Micaël Beaulieu and
Georges Corriveau in Acton Vale
and for Jacques Pelletier and
myself in Quebec City.

Rest assured of our prayers for you! 

In His sure mercy,
Raymond Perron

Quebec City

Continued from page 5
THE LINES

and many spend the night (or more
if their physical condition requires
it) before continuing on their
pilgrimage.

Often little children accompany
them.  Clothing is given as
needed and if available.  Of
course they hear the Gospel, too,
and receive Christian literature,
some of it supplied by Mt Zion
Chapel Library of Florida.

Bev and I are planning meetings the
third Sunday of each month at 4:00
PM, beginning February 17,
inviting the immediate neighbors of
our cabin located up in the
mountains an hour and a half north
of Bogotá.  Our immediate
emphasis will be to encourage them
to begin reading the Bible to gain
some personal understanding of
what it’s all about, and thus to have
them hear the Gospel.    

Words spoken by the Lord to His

Servant, the Mesiah, through
Isaiah: It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise
up the tribes of Jacob and to bring
back the preserved of Israel; I will
make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the
end of the earth." 

Stan and Bev Line

Continued from page 6
THE HUGHESES

The second concern I have is that
increased restrictions in India have
meant that I will not be traveling
there to teach at the Theological
Studies Camps this year. This is
obviously a great disappointment
to the men who gather there as
well as a frustration for those of us
who have been going.  Please pray
that the Lord will give us wisdom
and discernment as we grapple
with understanding the real verses
the perceived needs in the context
of God’s sovereign providence at
this time.

Thank you for your expressions of
love, and for your ongoing support
of us in prayer and in practical
ways. We pray that the Lord will
give you all needed grace and
strength as you serve him under
diverse circumstances and with
varied opportunities.

The Hugheses

Continued from page 7
THE BEARDMORES

On a personal note, our own
family has been doing well.  Thank
you to those of you who prayed at
the end of last year for Katie and
the children as they finished home
schooling.  All went well and a
new school year has already
begun.  Another blessing for our

family has been consistent health. 
Of course, we have had minor
sicknesses but so far, the Lord has
kept us from anything serious or
long term.  For a family of six this
has been quite an answer to prayer! 
However, the upcoming year will
have its share of stress and change. 
Lord willing at the end of May, we
will all be travelling to Malaysia to
attend a church camp at which I
will be preaching.  Thankfully it
isn’t too far (flying from Sydney to
Perth takes the same amount of
time as flying from Perth to Kuala
Lumpur) but we ask that you pray
for journey mercies and for energy
to preach at all the sessions as well
as good fellowship with the saints
in Subang Jaya.  Also, we are
scheduled to move house in the
middle of March.  We have
purchased a home just over ten
miles south of the city.  Our hope is
that this will allow us to be more
hospitable to those in the church as
well as putting us in a better
neighborhood for outreach.  If you
would like to send us a package or
any mail please contact the
ARBCA office for our new
address.   

In all things we give thanks to our
God and Father through our Lord
Jesus Christ.  The Lord continues
to bless us far beyond what we
deserve and we ask for your
prayers that we remain faithful to
Him who has been so faithful to us. 
Please pray for Tom Hicks and his
ministry among us in the early part
of March.  Please pray for
continued peace and harmony
within our church.  Please pray that
God’s word would come with
power and full conviction and the
Holy Spirit.  May the Lord bless
his work in your part of his
kingdom as well.

The Beardmores
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Continued from page 3
DISCOURAGEMENT IN PLANTING

Difficulties will set you back, and there will

be days when it looks like there will be no

tomorrow for the plant.  Discouragement is

part of the pastor’s life,  but despair should

not be. Discouragement feels the weight of

the situation, but it can either turn our eyes

to Christ as our only strength, or it can turn

our eyes away from Christ in despair. 

Discouragement will come, but be

encouraged and do not despair. Even if in

the sovereignty of God a particular plant

does not become established, his church is

still being established in going forward. 

More importantly, he will not leave us or

forsake us, he will see us through the

greatest trials.  So, be encouraged in the

Lord.

 Pastors Don Lindblad and Daniel Perez

Continued from p 2

GOD IS AT WORK IN CUBA

But even in these trials, God was
merciful.  Ninety-eight percent of
Yeremy’s congregation left with him,
asking him to form a new church. 
Pastors Jatniel and Lindblad assisted
them to constitute in June of 2018. 
We were originally scheduled to
participate in an ordination council for
Yeremy during this trip, but this had
to be postponed due to some serious
illness that had plagued his family.  I
have been invited to return for his
ordination council in July or August
of 2019, and I could not be more
thrilled!  God’s grace has given good
order both to Yeremy’s family and to
the church he pastors.  Moreover, our
loving Father has also provided
Yeremy and his family with a lovely
new home.  Praise the Lord!
      
On our first Lord’s Day morning in
Cuba, Don and I had the opportunity

to teach and preach to
Yeremy’s congregation, and
the Lord met with us in a
powerful way.  Don taught
during the Sunday School
hour, giving a series of
wonderful observations on
the benefits of justification
from Romans chapter three
as Jatniel translated.  I had
the privilege of preaching
on the theme of “Fixing Our
Eyes Upon Jesus” from
Matthew 14:22-36.  The
manifest presence of God
enveloped us that morning
and we were all melted into
tears as we meditated upon
the glories of Jesus our
Servant-Lord.

The next two weeks were a
flurry of ministry activity
for Pastor Don and me.  We
spent three three different

days in three different places with
three different sets of pastors doing
day long Q & As.  These were
edifying, though exhausting, times of
conversation.  We discussed such
basic topics as “why church

membership matters,” and “how old
should a child be before he or she is
ready to be baptized?” to more
advanced subjects such as the subtle
nuances of credo-baptistic covenant
theology as taught in our Confession
of Faith.

On Thursday, November 30th, and then
again on Saturday, December 1st, Don
and I preached two one-day
conferences on the theme of “The
Mediation of Christ.”The first
conference was held in Trinidad and
the second in Las Tunas. Both
conferences were very well received
by those in attendance, and Don had
the joy of seeing the faces of many
whom he had taught on the seminary
level in years past.  I rejoiced for my
friend, that the Lord was giving him a
small glimpse of the fruit the Lord of
the Harvest has produced from
precious seed Don has sown over the
years. Truly, my friend’s labors have
not been in vain!

This brings me to RBMS and Pastor
Daniel Perez who translated for us at
the Las Tunas conference.  Humanly
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speaking there would be no Reformed
Baptist movement in Cuba apart from
Daniel.  In 1997 he planted the first
confessional Reformed Baptist Church
in Cuba, Iglesia Bautista Bereana; or
in plainer English, Berean Baptist
Church. Daniel has been instrumental
in the formation of a small association
of Cuban churches, and the pastors of
the member churches meet together on
the first Friday of every month for
fellowship, prayer, and growth in their
confessional literacy.  Throughout all
our travels, Daniel’s influence could
be felt.  You will meet people all over
the island who will tell you they were
converted and baptized under Daniel’s
ministry.

On December 4th - 6th Don and I
preached a three day conference to
thirty-one Cuban pastors and gifted
brothers.  We taught a combined total
of five messages on each day,
covering chapters six and eight in our
Confession of Faith.  Once again, Don
and I worked well in harness together
and the anointing of the Holy Spirit
fell upon both speakers and hearers
alike.

Our 3-day conference was hosted in
Velasco, in the sanctuary owned by
the church Jatniel pastors.  Jatniel is
another fruit of his father Daniel’s
ministry. The church he pastors has
grown to around 90 in attendance every
Lord’s Day, but his leadership
influences pastors all over Cuba.  Once
or twice each year he publishes a
newsletter called Reformax, which

translates in English as “Reformed to
the Max!”  It contains various articles
on a variety of subjects related to the
Reformed faith for the edification of all
who read it.  Jatniel also heads up a
seminary, Centro Biblico Crecer,
which was established to equip men for
the gospel ministry.  He currently has
around one hundred and sixty Cuban
men connected to the seminary either
directly or by extension.  Several times
each year he houses these men in his
home for extended times of instruction
and study.

This brings me to an important update
regarding the construction going on in
and around Jatniel’s home. The
structure of his house has been
radically altered since I first traveled to
Cuba  two years ago! The house Jatniel
and his family used to live in has been
converted into educational space for
the seminary, with several rooms
equipped with beds to house students
who come to study on a periodic basis.
The facilities are quite nice, and each
room has its own air conditioning unit,
which is a rare but a
much appreciated
creature comfort in
Cuba! Jatniel, his
wife Angely, and
their two children
are temporarily
living in space
behind the church
sanctuary while
permanent living quarters are built for
them above the seminary building. 

The Lord’s Day, December 9th, was
our last full day in Cuba on this trip. 
We had a joint worship service in
Velasco  cons i s t ing of  t en
congregations. So many people came
that Jatniel had to rent facilities down
the street from his home to
accommodate them all. 286 souls were
in attendance that morning; Don and I
both preached, with Daniel serving as
our translator. Afterwards Jatniel
invited them all to his home and the

ladies somehow managed to feed them
all! This was hospitality on steroids! It
was a fitting and joy filled conclusion
to our trip.

How can you assist with the work in
Cuba?  Our biggest request is that you
pray for the spread of God’s kingdom
tin Cuba. Each month our association
of churches publishes the ARBCA
Mission Prayer Focus Guide. This tri-
fold pamphlet contains specific prayer
requests for each day of the month
from our IRBS Seminary, church
planters, missionaries, national
pastors, and military chaplains. 
Several requests from Cuba are
included in it each and every month. 
The association also publishes the
ARBCA Update once every 3 months,
which can be downloaded from the
ARBCA website. This informative
newsletter contains articles, updates,
and letters about our association’s
efforts in ministerial training, church
planting, and world missions. If the
officers and members of all our

churches will diligently
avail themselves of these
resources we can all stay
well informed of what is
going on, and can pray
m e a n i n g f u l l y  a n d
intelligently for these
various ministries.  I
would encourage all our
pastors to make sure that
printed copies of these

resources are made available to the
congregations you serve.  All the
gospel labors in Cuba will come to
nothing if the anointing of the Holy
Spirit is not upon them.  So, please
pray regularly and fervently for the
glory of God to fill Cuba as the waters
fill the sea!

Jerry Slate, Jr. serves as pastor of
Berean Baptist Church in Hiram, GA
and is the current chairman of RBMS.
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