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Tentative Re-Opening Plans 

I was glad when they said unto me,  
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

Psalm 122:1 
 

Like the psalmist, we long to return to worship together — 
our Sanctuary has sat empty far too long!  For the last several 
weeks our Leadership Team (Session, Diaconate, Staff, and 
Worship Committee, including members of our medical 
community) has been discussing a variety of considerations 
as we prayerfully face challenging decisions. 
 

After collating valuable input from the Leadership Team, our 
Session and Diaconate met via Zoom on May 21 to discuss 
tentative plans to resume in-person worship.  We began 
livestreaming our worship services on May 24 without the 
congregation present as a first step in what will be a gradual 
process.  Below is an outline of preliminary principles that 
emerged from that meeting. 
 

Biblical Principles 
 

Love is patient and kind...it is not arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 
 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,  
but in humility count others more significant than you. 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests,  
but also to the interests of others. 

Philippians 2:3-4 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,  
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 

1 John 4:7 
 

First and foremost, we seek to love one another with God’s 
love and grace. Along these lines I am indebted to a helpful 
article by Jared Poulton entitled, “Three Thoughts on 
Navigating Potential Conflict in Reopening Church” (https://
www.gadiscipleship.org/articles/three-thoughts-on-navigating-
potential-conflict-in-reopening-church). 

 We should consider the interests of others in our 
congregation, such as those with young children and 
those who are autoimmune compromised or elderly.   

 We need to humbly admit that there are many things we 
don’t know about COVID-19 and the data seems to be 
constantly changing.  Therefore, we are choosing to take a 
slower and more cautious approach to regathering out of 
love for one another.  We may even wait two to three 
weeks after Phase 3 of Gov. Cooper’s easing of restrictions 
to allow the epidemiologists to analyze the ever-changing 
data in order for us to wisely make prudent decisions. 

Tentative Practical Logistics 
(Subject to change depending on the data) 

 

General Guidelines When In-Person Worship Resumes 
 “Tentative” is the key word here.  A full return to in-

person worship is still to be determined by the Session 
based on the data as NC restrictions are eased.   

 Individuals in at-risk health groups (including the elderly 
and the sick) are encouraged to continue watching the 
livestream and not attend in person. 

 The nursery will remain closed at this time but infants 
and children are welcome in worship.  Parents are 
encouraged to use good judgment in bringing young 
children.  Children will remain seated in the pew with 
their parents during Small Talks. 

 Sunday School communities will continue to meet (9:30-
10:15) via Zoom only.   

 We strongly encourage everyone to wear a mask for the 
protection of others.  We will provide masks for you.  

 

Entering, Exiting, and Worshiping in the Sanctuary 
 Please arrive early to allow time for seating before the 

worship service begins. 
 Please maintain social distancing of at least six feet while 

entering and exiting the Sanctuary. 
 Select an available seat in the Sanctuary using alternate 

rows and staggered seating (signs will be posted at the 
end of pews).  Families can sit together if they live in the 
same household.   

 Deacons and Ushers will be available to assist you in 
finding a seat. 

 At the conclusion of the service, Ushers will dismiss the 
congregation by sections and rows. 

 Tithes and offerings may be placed in a locked Collection 
Box that will be located at the Welcome Center.  You may 
also continue to mail checks to the Church Office or give 
online. 

 

Other Details 
 Worship bulletins will be placed on stands at the entrance 

to the Sanctuary (or you may choose to print your own 
copy from home). 

 Hand sanitizer will be available at the Welcome Center 
and Restrooms but we also encourage you to bring your 
own hand sanitizer. 

 For the time being, we will suspend serving refreshments, 
passing Friendship Registers, the Greeting of One Another 
(we encourage you to extend your greetings when you 
are outside the building), and communion. 

 

As we continue to love one another and patiently wait to 
gather once more, remember (as Poulton suggests) that we all 
wait for the ultimate gathering, where COVID-19 is only a 
memory and that which can truly kill us (sin, specifically 
“selfish ambition,” Philippians 2:3) is ultimately defeated 
(Rev. 21:1-4).   

Yours in Christ, Dwight 
 

Interim Pastor’s Pen           Rev. Dwight Basham 
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