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Fall Sermon Series:  Haggai 

Putting the Church Back Together Again 
 

Why Haggai, you ask?  The good news is, we are not 
engaged in a building program in our church. The 
reason I say that is because in relatively recent years, 
the time at which preachers have wheeled out the 
lesser known minor prophet Haggai is when a 
building program is about to begin. 
 

Unfortunately, the sermons using such a moralistic 
approach typically have been a little bit like those 
fundraisers that you sometimes go to where the 
dollar is never mentioned but everybody knows 
that’s the reason you’re at the fundraiser. 
 

However, the book of the prophet Haggai has really a 
much deeper and more permanent lesson to teach 
us.  The key to applying the prophecy of Haggai in a 
gospel-centered way is to see that the temple, like 
the tabernacle before it, was the visible symbol of 
God dwelling in the midst of his people, and 
therefore it foreshadows Christ, the one in whom the 
Word became flesh and “tabernacled” in our midst 
(John 1:14).   
 

Christ himself is the new temple in the New 
Testament (John 2:19).  As his body, the church is 
also the new temple of the Lord (Ephesians 2:16-22).  
Therefore, the message of this book for Christians is 
not primarily about restoring a building in 
Jerusalem, or about constructing a contemporary 
building:  Haggai is all about the ongoing work of 
building up the people of God, a work that is 
primarily God’s (Matthew 16:18), but a work in 
which he, by his Spirit, invites us to participate (1 
Corinthians 3:10-17). 

By way of background, the prophet Haggai is one of 
several “postexilic prophets” who addressed the 
covenant people of God who returned to the 
Promised Land after some 70 years of exile in 
Babylon. 
 

When the first wave of Jewish exiles returned from 
Babylon to Jerusalem in 538 B.C., they began to 
rebuild the temple but soon gave up due to 
opposition and discouragement.   
 

Yet God raised up Haggai the prophet in 520 B.C. to 
call the returnees to reorder their priorities and 
invest their efforts and resources in building the 
Lord’s house (1:2-5).  To their credit, the remnant of 
the people obeys (1:12). God stirs their spirits by his 
Spirit, and they get to work (1:14-15). 
 

As they do so, God makes three very encouraging 
promises. First, the glory of the new temple will 
exceed that of the former one, even though 
Solomon’s temple was grander than this one (2:1-9). 
Second, God will heal the land because they have 
obeyed his command to obey (2:10-19). Third, God 
has special plans for their leader, Zerubbabel, a 
descendant of David. God will make certain  
Zerubbabel survives when leaders of other nations 
fall (2:20-23). David’s line, the Messiah’s line, will 
continue. 
 

So the remnant labors in hope. God has kept his 
promises made long ago. His people are in place, 
obeying his Word, attending to worship, and looking 
for the Messiah. Although the prophet Zechariah will 
demonstrate that more needs to be done, God 
sovereignly restores his people, and a new day has 
dawned. 
 

So why Haggai?  As I prayerfully considered which 
portion of God’s Word we should study next, I 
thought the prophecy of Haggai would be a timely 
word for us during this interim period as we seek to 
be part of God’s rebuilding program at Arden.   
 

Seeking to rebuild alongside you, Dwight 
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Prisoner’s children have some pretty big odds stacked against them. Some will follow the same destructive 
path as their parent and wind up in prison themselves. But many more have overcome odds and grown into 
successful & godly men & women- partly because of the Angel Tree ministry. One young man said that 
when he was younger he would see other kids with their dads and ache on the inside because he'd give 
anything just to be with his dad. The older he got, the loneliness he felt just grew stronger. Then came 
Angel Tree. Getting a gift from his father showed him that his father hadn't forgotten about him. It's one 
of the reasons he is most grateful for Angel Tree. “it gives kids the opportunity to know that even though 
your parent is incarcerated, you don't have to feel down. It shows you that you are not alone. You are still 
loved.” The Gospel emphasis is strong and promotes the healing. As another Christmas draws near, YOU 
have the opportunity to show another prisoner's child that they are valued and loved. Please put Arden's 
participation in Prison Fellowship's Angel Tree on the front burner this year. You will hear more details 
later. 
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Call to Prayer 
 

 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”—Isa. 55:8, 9. 

O GOD, most high and glorious, the thought of Thine infinite serenity has often cheered us; for we are toiling 
and moiling, troubled and distressed here below, beneath the moon; but Thou sittest forever in perfect 
happiness. Thy designs cause Thee no care or fear; for Thou wilt surely carry them out. Thy purposes stand 
fast as the eternal hills: Thy power knows no bound, Thy goodness no stint. Thou bringest order out of 
confusion, and our defeats are but Thy victories. We sow in tears, but Thou dost see us reap in joy. Our 
everlasting felicity is present to Thee, even while groans and mourning are our present lot. Glory be to the 
Lord most high, who sitteth on the clouds, who sitteth King for ever and ever. Our hearts rejoice to hear the 
gladsome tidings that the Lord reigneth. Let His kingdom be established over the sons “of men; for His 
kingdom must come, and of it there will be no end. Behold, we come to Thy throne this morning bearing 
about with us a body of sin and death, and consequently much of sin, and much of care, and it may be much of 
sorrow; but we would be unburdened at Thy mercy-seat now. As for our cares, we are ashamed that we have 
them, seeing Thou carest for us. We have trusted Thee now for many years, and Thy faithfulness has never 
been under suspicion, nor Thy love a matter of question. We therefore leave every concern about our families 
or about ourselves, about our business, or about our souls, entirely with our God. And as for our sin, we bless 
Thee for a sight of the precious blood of Jesus: when Thou seest it Thou dost pass over us. No angel of justice 
smites where once the blood is sprinkled. Oh, let us have a sight of the blood of Jesus, too, and rest because 
Thou hast for ever put away our sin, because we believe in Jesus. Thus, Lord, help us to stand before Thee, 
entering into Thy rest as we enter into Thy presence; and may this be a time of peace, wherein the peace of 
God which passeth all understanding, shall keep the hearts and minds of His people through Christ Jesus.” 

Excerpt From “The Pastor in Prayer” by Charles H. Spurgeon 
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PRAYER ALERT - BELARUS 
“Belarus has been embroiled in mass protests since its August 9 presidential election. For the past 26 years, 
the Eastern European country the size of Kansas has been led by President Alexander Lukashenko, who in 
1994 won the first election since the former Soviet republic became independent after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union three years earlier. Following his election, Lukashenko changed the constitution to eliminate 
term limits. No election since has been recognized as free and fair by international observers.” Andre Shirin 
– Christianity Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Jobe of Belaurs Christian Mission writes: 

ln times like these, we ask ourselves how to connect to our friends in Belarus, to offer encouragement and 
good words, to share the Good News and to be their friends. The communications are sparse, mostly 
coming from them when they feel it is safe to reach out. To call them is to put them at risk. So we wait to 
hear from them and pray for them. Please join us. 

ln the meantime, their government has ignored the virus, encouraging everyone to drive their tractors and 
drink vodka. So many have been sick and many have died, including one pastor, leaving a wife and four 
children. They now think that maybe they have herd immunity but who can tell? Pray for their health. 

Our friends suffer at the hands of their government. There is violent suppression of the people who protest 
the validity of the election and those who don't. One Christian friend is removed from his car where he is 
praying, and then beaten and shocked. The hospitals are overflowing. Pray for healing and protection, 
restraint by the police and government, protection for the Christians. 

Pastors struggle with how much to say from the pulpit for fear that the churches will be shut down. Young 
people clamor for political statements from the pulpit. Pray for the leaders of churches to know how to 
minister and to speak, and for protection of the churches. 

During this time of unrest, we are not able to share "blessings" with those 19 pastors plus seminary students 
and music students who need our support. Pray for these pastors who have multiple jobs, big families and 
many neighborhood ministries. Pray for their wisdom, protection and provision. Pray that new windows 
will open for our "blessings" to flow in to them. We are ready and able. The blessings are in the 
storehouse.” 

 

 

Church Officer Nominations for the offices of Elder and Deacon (Class of 2021) will be held 

October 11, 18, and 25.  Officer nomination forms will be provided with the worship bulletin and 

made available online or by contacting Ms. Charlene Dalton at (828) 684-7221, Ext. 312. 
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Gabriel Malloy being taught how to  drive a tractor by Ivan 

As a Youth Service Project, some of the youth went to a local farm to help a widow and 

her family gather the apple crop after the recent passing of her husband.  She thanked 

them in the only way she could, by sending each of them home a bag of Honey Crisp 

Apples! 
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Picking apples in an orchard on top of a mountain! 

The youth have been studying the Book of Acts in 

Sunday School.   

Pelican’s Snowballs brought out their truck on 

a Wednesday night.  

They picked 20 bushels of apples in 3 hours. 
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Life's inconveniences, disappointments, and trials can leave us confused, cynical, and eventually bitter. 
But the apostle Paul traces out the path of dying and rising with Jesus—what Paul Miller calls the “J-

Curve”—as the normal Christian life.  

The J-Curve maps the ups and downs of daily life onto the story of Jesus. It grounds our journeys not in 
some abstract idea but in union with Christ and his work of love. Understanding our lives in light of the 

J-Curve roots our hope, centers our love, and tethers our faith to Christ.  

As World Magazine’s 2019 Book of the Year in Accessible Theology, we trust all who read this title will find it 
to be an enriching and encouraging reminder of our union with our crucified and risen Lord.  

Together in Christ, 
Your Christian Education Committee 

P.S. Each book will be properly sanitized once it is returned before being made available again for check-out. 

For more information about this book, please visit the church website at Ardendpres.com 

APC Book of the Month - October 
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1. End Abortion 
2. God’s Pastor for APC 
3. Elder Chris Wright 
4. Pastor Dwight Basham 
5. Elder Kees Auer 
6. Deacon John Sexton 
7. Pastor Search Committee  
8. Hands of Faith 
9. Deacon Zach Holcombe 
10. New Commandment Ministry  
11. Pastor James Buckner  
12. Elder Sherrill Babb 
13. Deacon Garrett Pittman  
14. Missions Committee  
15. Deacon/Session Meeting  
16. Deacon Mike Neese 
17. Elder Bill Resh 
18. Pastor Gabe Malloy 
19. Elder Jim Wilde 
20. Deacon Larry Kidd 
21. APC Prayer Ministry 
22. Elder Monty Baker 
23. Deacon Bill Miller 
24. Elder Tony VunCannon 
25. Pastoral Intern David Livernois  
26. Elder John Dean 
27. APC 
28. Elder Steve Jennings 
29. Children’s Ministry 
30. Elder Brett Callaway  
31. Our Nation 

 
 
 
 

 

Scott & Brooke McMinn TN / Young Life 
Mountain Area Pregnancy Services WNC 
Vladimir Nikitenko Belarus Christian Ministry 
Keith & Ruth Powlison Peru / MTW 
Bill & Suzanne Scott USA / MTW 
John & Elizabeth Sexton Global / MTW 
Andrew & Trish Shank WCU / RUF 
Third Millennium Global 
Jeff & Caroline Thompson UGA / RUFI  
Dr. Apum Vashum India / Trinity School of Theo.  
David & Bridget Walls NDMS / WNC 
Gary & Lois Watanabe Japan / MTW 
West Africa Reformed Mission West Africa 
Donnie & Kara West Africa / MTW 
Tom & Lucy Wright Africa/Haiti/USA - MTW 
Pastor Yavuz Middle East / Asia Minor Partnership 
Kate Anderson Western Carolina University / RUF 
Phillip Baron Cru  
Jack & Diana Brinkley WNC / Sports Outreach  
Brooks & Riva Cain Japan / MTW 
Bill & Susan Carr North America / MTW 
Garry & Anita Chambers Car. / Nat. America - MTW 
Greg & Leanne Doty Scotland / MTW  
Charles & Bonita Davidson Mexico / MTW 
Michelle DeLeon Philippines / MTW 
Roger & Laura Dye Latin America - Cru / Family Life 
Esaie & Natacha Etienne Haiti / MTW 
Doug & Rachel Flaherty WNC / Intervarsity  
Nathan & Lori Francis Cane Bay, SC / MNA 
Jim & Carin  USA / MTW 
Ed & Vicki Germann Int. Students, Inc. / USA 
 

OCTOBER 2020 PRAYER CALENDAR 

Praying for the kingdom of God all over the world 
GO, PRAY, SEND 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”   2 Chronicles 7:14  

Our Church The World 

GO, PRAY, SEND 

“Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of  

hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  Psalm 46:10-11 

 


