
We are disciples—Jesus is our Master.  

The world we live in is his school, and every 
person and event is under his management, 
designed to forward us in the great lessons 
which he would have us to learn—such as . . . 
 self-denial, 
   a distrust of creatures, and 
   an absolute dependence upon Himself. 

In this view, 
   afflictions—are mercies, 
   losses—are gains, 
   hindrances—are helps, and 
   all things, even those which seem most contrary—are working together for our good. 

Creatures smile upon us—or frown upon us; caress us—or disappoint us; 
 friends grow cool—and enemies become kind, 
 just as his wisdom sees most expedient to promote our spiritual progress. 

Where we look for most blessing—it often comes to little; 
 where we look for nothing—we often obtain most benefit. 

Our wisest plans and best endeavors at one time produce great troubles! 

At another time, what we do at random, and what we account the most trifling incidents—are productive of 
happy, lasting, and extensive consequences. 

It is well for us if, by a long train of such changing, checkered experiences—we at length attain to some 
proficiency, and can say with David, “My soul, wait only upon God; for my expectation is from  

The heart possession of two maxims of Matthew Henry, is well worth all that the acquisition can cost us: 
  1. Every creature is to us—only what God makes it. 
  2. We cannot expect too little from man—nor too much from God. 

In this school I am placed, and these lessons I am aiming to learn. But I am a poor scholar and indeed any 
master but he who condescends to be my teacher—would turn me out as an incorrigible dunce! 

Yet I sincerely wish to be willing to be what, and where, and how the Lord would have me be; to cast all my 
cares simply upon him, and to be always satisfied in my mind that he assuredly cares for me! 

ARDEN FOCUS 
                                            JANUARY 2022

New Year’s Devotion from the Letters of John Newton

Following Christ, proclaiming his praises,  
and engaging our community with his grace.
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Worship and Communications 
Dr. Anthony Moore — anthonyardenpres@gmail.com

Glory  to the Newborn King 

Christmas Hymns have some of the richest theology you can find in congregational 
song. Perhaps it is hard to sing about the incarnation without going on to explain Jesus' 
full ministry and reason for coming in the first place. Think about "What Child is This." 
Verse one describes the angels, the shepherds, and new mother Mary. Verse two gets to 
the heart of Jesus' suffering work: Nails, Spear shall pierce him through;  the cross be 
borne for me for you. 

Charles Wesley,  one of the most significant contributors to protestant hymnody and 
sung theology, has a number of his 6,000+ hymns in hymnals across denominational 
lines. His text  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, combined with Mendelssohn's majestic 

musical setting, is one of my all-time favorite Christmas hymns. It wasn't until a few years ago that I discovered two 
other verses which are not typically included in hymnals: 

Come, Desire of nations, come,  
Fix in us thy humble home; 
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed,  
Bruise in us the serpent’s head. 
Now display thy saving power,  
Ruined nature now restore; 
Now in mystic union join  
Thine to ours, and ours to thine. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.” 

The scriptural allusions show us that God's plan of redemption first promised to Eve in Genesis is fulfilled in the work 
of the second Adam (Jesus). While a Christmas text, let’s make these verses our prayer for 2022. 

Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface,  
Stamp thine image in its place: 
Second Adam from above,  
Reinstate us in thy love. 
Let us thee, though lost, regain,  
Thee, the Life, the inner man: 
O, to all thyself impart,  
Formed in each believing heart. 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the newborn King.”

SANCTUARY BAND/ORCHESTRA 
(Adults & High School Students) 

Do you play a musical instrument?  
Share your musical gift by playing for worship!   

Especially interested in: acoustic rhythm guitar, 
mandolin, banjo, and brass

SANCTUARY CHOIR 
(Adults & High School Students) 

Adults and high school students who enjoy  
singing and fellowship through faithful attendance  

are invited to join. The ability to read music,  
while helpful, is not required.

AV TEAMS 
(Adults & High School Students) 

We are continuing to build three tech teams to help with leading worship on Sunday mornings: 
AUDIO: running the sound for worship;  
PROJECTION: running the content displays on the video walls and on-screen in the Livestream;  
LIVESTREAM: camera control and display for Sunday 

If you have a discerning ear, are technologically-savvy, detail oriented, and eager to learn, we’d love to hear from you!  

CONTACT ANTHONY IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ANY OF THE OPPORTUNITIES BELOW

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/w/e/s/wesley_c.htm
mailto:anthonyardenpres@gmail.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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ECHO - Young Adults

ECHO, the new Young Adults Ministry geared 
towards college age through the 20s, has 
its  fi rst 8-weeks of meetings beginning 
January 16 (9:30-10:15 a .m. ) in the 
Multipurpose Room. We’ll have a coffee bar, 
snacks, fellowship, and teaching. Every other 
week we will have a social gathering. Please 
contact Brian and Stephanie Marshall at (828) 
243-6001 if you have any questions. 

“Make God’s glory resound;  
ECHO his praises from coast to coast.”  

Isaiah 42:12 

Thank You!

Through your generosity this Christmas, Arden Presbyterian was able to serve 40 children, representing 18 
families. 

Fifteen families received gifts for the children, a caregiver gift card, a turkey and food basket in the name of 
the incarcerated parent, but the caregiver and prisoner know that our church was providing these items 
through the Angel Tree Ministry. During the visits, the Gospel of Christ was shared with those present, as 
well as age-appropriate literature and a time of prayer for the family. Your donations also allowed us to 
provide gifts to seven children thru the Buncombe Baptist Assoc. These are children who live in Buncombe 
County but did not have a sponsoring church. 

A special note of gratitude goes to the many members who donated funds, sorted, packed, decorated, 
helped at registration tables, and delivered these gifts. It truly is a church-wide ministry where its success is 
dependent on every volunteer. 

And just as you have blessed these families,  
we wish you a most blessed 2022. 
Mrs. Sue Baker and Mrs. Dorothy Callaway

Thank you all so very much for the thoughts and 
prayers and cards sent to me on the occasion of 
my 100th birthday!  

— Jean Sponseller
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A SERIAL HISTORY  
OF ARDEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, part 9 

An article written by Nancy McGraw and published by the Asheville Citizen Times on February 23, 1982, 
provides an opportunity for current members to read, in the words of then-pastor Ed Graham, about church 
life at Arden Presbyterian in the early 1980s.  
_____ 

“It has been a delight for me for the past 16 years to be the pastor of this church,” says the Rev. Ed Graham … 
A relatively young church, Arden Presbyterian was organized in 1946. The congregation soon outgrew its 
original building and started construction of the current church on Hendersonville Road in 1954. Two 
additions have been made since then, an education building in 1955 and a new sanctuary in 1960 … 

According to Graham, the church now has an active membership of about 700 and is still growing. “We feel 
blessed to be located in south Buncombe, which is one of the fastest growing areas of western North 
Carolina,” he said. “In fact, over 20,000 people live within a 15-minute drive of our church, and a large portion 
of them rarely attend church. One of my dreams is that, in 10 years, another 1000 people will be worshipping 
God here every Sunday morning.”  

A new 14,000-square foot education building, which Graham hopes will be completed this fall, is being 
constructed. “This will give us 15 additional classrooms, a large multi-purpose room, and a kitchen. These 
facilities will be used for church suppers, concerts, youth activities, and recreation. We’re also adding more 
parking space and a playground and picnic area, which borders the shoreline of Lake Julian.” 

Graham believes very strongly in the responsibilities of the church. “When I think of any local church, I prefer 
the definition that the church is one beggar showing another beggar where he can find bread,” said Graham. 

“The church is a place where the redemptive 
message of the cross is preached, where the grace 
of God is displayed, and where healing in lives of 
people takes place. So when people come to Arden 
Presbyterian, we trust four things will happen. One, a 
worship experience must take place. Two, learning 
occurs. Three, fellowship is enjoyed, and four, 
sharing is known. We believe these four important 
ingredients are the essential elements within the 
church.” 

There are several programs at Arden Presbyterian 
which benefit church members and the community. 
A successful pre-school and kindergarten program 
was started more than 20 years ago and is directed 
by Elizabeth Wilson. “This is another vital part of our 

APC 75th Anniversary Celebration Highlight

Arden Preschool Staff

http://www.apple.com
https://www.ardenpres.org/75th-anniversary
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APC 75th Anniversary Celebration Highlight, cont.

church ministry,” Graham said. “We have 116 students enrolled in our school … the children in this program 
come from many other churches in our area, and we feel this is a special ministry we can render to the 
families of south Buncombe.” 

There is an Adult Education program at 
Arden Presbyterian … there are three youth 
groups at Arden Presbyterian, an elementary 
school age group, one for junior high and 
another for senior high … During the 
Summer, there is also a college-age youth 
program. The women’s group at Arden 
Presbyterian, known as Women of the 
Church is divided into smaller groups, which 
helps them serve specific areas of the 
community … there is a group for older 
church members called Senior Saints, which 
meets regularly. This group takes trips and 
enjoys fellowship. 

“Another aspect of our church family that we 
think is very important is our mission 
program,” continued Graham. “The God we 
see in the Bible is a seeking and a finding 
God. Ever since the time of Adam and Eve, He has actively been seeking people separated from Him by sin; 
therefore, the members of Arden Presbyterian Church support world missions each year by giving between 
35 and 40 percent of their budget to that ministry. We help support 25 missionaries located in many 
countries throughout the world… 

Our congregation has been very generous over the years in 
their giving, and I believe this is one reason God has so richly 
blessed this church.” 

Sunday services at Arden Presbyterian start with Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. Worship services are at 11 a.m. Graham 
plans to start holding two Sunday morning worship services 
in the spring. Adult forum classes are held on Sunday nights 
at 6:30. This program covers such topics as marriage 
enrichment, how to understand people from a Christian 
perspective. One recent series was on how Christians can 
benefit from their experiences in the working world. 

Women of the Church

Festival of God’s 
Faithfulness 

     
 

January 30 (6:00 PM) 
Hymn Sing 

February 25-27 
Mission Conference 

March 27 
Family Lunch

https://www.ardenpres.org/75th-anniversary
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Christian Education 
Mr. David Livernois — livernois.david@gmail.com

Arden Books of the Month | January

As Lament is how you live between the poles of a 
hard life and trusting God’s goodness. Lament is 
how we bring our sorrow to God—but it is a 
neglected dimension of the Christian life for many 
Christians today. We need to recover the practice of 
honest spiritual struggle that gives us permission to 
vocalize our pain and wrestle with our sorrow. 
Lament avoids trite answers and quick solutions, 
progressively moving us toward deeper worship 
and trust. 

Exploring how the Bible—through the psalms of 
lament and the book of Lamentations—gives voice to 
our pain, this book invites us to grieve, struggle, 
and tap into the rich reservoir of grace and mercy 
God offers in the darkest moments of our lives. 

This When children have something on their 
minds, they tend to run to their parents and 
caregivers. In the same way, we want them to 
know they can talk to God about anything and 
everything because Jesus has made that 
possible! 

This beautifully illustrated Bible storybook, by 
Risen Motherhood co-founder Laura Wifler, takes 
children on a journey from the start of the Bible 
story to the end. From Eden and God’s presence, 
through the fall, redemption, and the Spirit’s 
presence with us now, to our presence with God 
in the future, God has always made a way for his 
people to talk with him. Children will learn a 
biblical understanding of prayer, why it’s 
amazing, and that they can enjoy talking with 
God about anything, anytime, anywhere.

For more information about these books, click the images above or visit our church website at ardendpres.org

https://www.crossway.org/books/dark-clouds-deep-mercy-tpb/
https://www.thegoodbook.com/any-time-any-place-any-prayer-storybook
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Women’s Ministry  
Mrs. Jean-Marie VunCannon — jmvuncannon@gmail.com

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Youth Ministry 
Rev. Gabe Malloy — gabrielfmalloy@gmail.com

Specials speakers, service opportunities,  
food, fun, games, and Christmas parties!

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Children’s Ministry 
Mrs.Barbara Cameron — ardenprescm@gmail.com

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Missions and Outreach 
Rev. James Buckner — jbuckner@psmail.net

Praise the Lord, we met all of our 56+ Gospel Partner’s financial 
commitments for 2021.   

Our Faith Promise giving for 2021 is “a fragrant offering, an 
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And our God will meet 
all our needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ 
Jesus in 2022 and beyond.” (Philippians 4:18-19) 

“Funds designated for world missions are called by a variety of 
terms, the most commonly-used being Faith Promise. However, 
the nomenclature used is far less important than the fact that 
these gifts flow from the hearts of God’s people through local 
congregations and denomination to various ministries around 
the globe.”  (Dr. Paul Kooistra) 

As you pray about your Faith Promise commitment for 2022, remember this is a commitment that flows from 
His Grace.  Faith Promise giving is one way we can thank the Lord of the Harvest for saving us!   

Two passages that help me decide how much to pledge each year are from 2 Corinthians. 

For they (the Macedonians / Philippian church) gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond 
their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly  for the favor of taking part in  the relief of the saints
—  and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.  

—2 Corinthians 8:3-5 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart,  not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work. 

—2 Corinthians 9:7-8 

Our upcoming Mission’s Conference for 2022 is February 25-27. Please mark your calendars.   

Our guests include: 
• Natcha & Esaie Etienne (MTW-Haiti) 
• Gary & Anita Chambers (MTW- Caribbean) 
• Ed & Vicki Germann (ISI - USA) 
• Andrew Sheppard (MTW - Ukraine) 

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Call to Prayer

(A 400 year old prayer for the New Year) 

Oh LORD, 
A long life does not profit me except the days are spent 
in Your presence, 
In Your service, 
for Your glory. 
Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, 
sanctifies, and aids every hour, 
that I may not be one moment apart from You. 
May I rely on Your Spirit to 
supply every thought, 
speak every word, 
direct every step, 
prosper every work, 
build up every ounce of faith. 
Give me a desire to 
show forth Your praise, 
testify of Your love and 
advance Your kingdom. 
I launch my ship on the unknown waters of this year, 
with You, O Father, as my harbor, 
You, O Son, at my helm, 
You, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails. 
Guide me to heaven with 
my lamp burning, 
my ear open to Your calls, 
my heart full of love, 
my soul free. 
Give me Your grace to sanctify me, 
Your comforts to cheer, 
Your wisdom to teach, 
Your right hand to guide, 
Your counsel to instruct, 
Your law to judge, 
Your presence to stabilize. 
May Your fear be my awe, 
Your triumphs my joy. 

Valley of Vision 
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  1. God’s wisdom 
  2. APC 
  3. Our Session 
  4. Humility 
  5. Love for God’s Word 
  6. Prayerfulness  
  7. Mercy 
  8. Servant Heart 
  9. Pastor James Buckner 
10. Forgiveness  
11. Gratitude  
12. Heart for Missions 
13. Generosity  
14. Repentance 
15. Revival 
16. Sanctity of Human Life 
17. Justice 
18. Women’s Bible Study 
19. Faithfulness  
20. Honesty/Integrity  
21. Love 
22. Passion for God 
23. Pastor Ken Crabb 
24. Growth in Grace 
25. Joy 
26. Respect  
27. Courage 
28. Compassion  
29. Contentment  
30. Pastor Gabe Malloy 
31. Perseverance  

  1. Ed & Vicki Germann -  International Students, Inc. / USA 
  2. Rob & Mary Lee Herron - Appalachian State University / RUF 
  3. Scott & Ruth Hill - Cherokee / MTW 
  4. Joel & Cindy Hylton - Prague, Czech Republic / Serge 
  5. David & Marcia - Western Europe / MTW 
  6. Scott & Brooke McMinn - TN / Young Life 
  7. Kristi Brown / Sandy Mahar MAPS / WNC 
  8. Vladimir Nikitenko -  Belarus Christian Ministry 
  9. Keith & Ruth Powlison - Peru / MTW 
10. Bill & Suzanne Scott - Atlanta / Global Frontier Missions 
11. John & Elizabeth Sexton - Global / MTW 
12. Andrew & Trish Shank - Western Carolina University / RUF 
13. Third Millennium - Global 
14. Jeff & Caroline Thompson -  University of Georgia / RUFI  
15. Dr. Apum Vashum -  India / Trinity School of Theology  
16. Carissa Waller - Appalachian State University / RUF 
17. David & Bridget Walls - New Direction Mustard Seed / WNC 
18. Gary & Lois Watanabe - Japan / MTW 
19. West Africa Reformed Mission - West Africa 
20. Donnie & Kara - West Africa / MTW 
21. Tom & Lucy Wright - Africa/Haiti/USA - MTW 
22. Pastor Yavuz - Middle East / Asia Minor Partnership 
23. Kate Anderson - Western Carolina University / RUF 
24. Philip Baron  - Cru  
25. Jack & Diana Brinkley - WNC / Sports Outreach  
26. Brooks & Riva Cain - Japan / MTW 
27. Bill & Susan Carr - North America / MTW 
28. Garry & Anita Chambers - Caribbean / MTW 
29. Charles & Bonita Davidson - Mexico / MTW 
30. Michelle DeLeon - Philippines / MTW 
31. Roger & Laura Dye - Latin America - Cru / Family Life

Prayer Calendar 
Praying for the Kingdom of God all over the world 

GO, PRAY, SEND 
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,  

then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Ministry PartnersOur Church and World

 GO, PRAY, SEND 
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Psalm 46:10-11 


