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 Arden Focus  
In the Word, in the church, and in the world. 

 

God in a Boat 

 I think God may be trying to 
tell me something that he 
perhaps wants me to share with 
you in the midst of the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic ...   

 Last Sunday, our honorably 
retired Pastor Ken Crabb taught 
several comforting lessons to the 
Sojourners Sunday School Class 
via Zoom about the storms of life 
we may face as Christians based 
on Matthew’s account of Jesus 
miraculously walking on the Sea 
of Galilee (Mt 14:22-33).    

 For example:  Jesus allows storms (possibly even 
brings storms) into our lives (v. 22), he has power and 
authority over the storms of our lives so there’s no need 
to be afraid (v. 27) or to doubt his care (v. 31), Jesus gets 
into the boat of our storms with us (v. 32), and he is 
worthy of our worship as the Son of God (v. 33). 

 On a related note, during breakfast 
each morning, our family is currently 
reading through Ed Welch’s A Small 
Book for the Anxious Heart: 
Meditations on Fear, Worry, and Trust 
(New Growth Press).   

 Providentially, this morning’s 
devotional reading was “God in a 
Boat” based on Matthew’s previous 
account in which Jesus calms a storm 

on the Sea of Galilee (Mt 8:23-27).  I will quote from 
Welch’s meditation extensively because it is particularly 
appropriate to our current context. 

 As he suggests, “imagine that you, with all of your 
fears, are right in the middle of the story …” 

 “To describe the storm, Matthew chooses a word 
more commonly used with earthquakes rather than 
with seas, so he has to remind you that this earthquake 
was ‘on the sea.’  

  

It looks toward another earthquake at Jesus’ crucifixion 
(27:54),  another earthquake when the earth gave him 
up at his resurrection (28:2), and a larger one still when 
Jesus returns (24:7).  Earthquake language means that 
God is doing something very important.  Does an 
earthquake-like storm describe your life right now?  No 
matter how severe your circumstances are, Jesus wants 
you to locate yourself in this story and to take his words 
to heart. 

 “Notice that Jesus is sleeping … Anxious people don’t 
sleep well … Jesus sleeps … because he trusts that his 
Father is in control … Jesus knows his Father is near so 
he can rest in peace.  This peace and rest can be ours, as 
we grow in faith. 

 “The disciples then speak just a few words: ‘Lord, 
save us, we perish.’  When you are in an earthquake 
storm, you are not prone to many words.  The first word 
wins the day — ‘Lord.’ … He is Lord, and there is none 
other. 

 “You too are a disciple ...  You could respond to him 
with the name Lord.  This immediately identifies Jesus 
as the strong creator God who speaks life into existence.  
He is in the same boat with you.” 

 As we pray that God would 
fulfill his purposes for His 
kingdom (Mt 6:33) in and through 
this coronavirus storm,  may we 
all find comfort and hope in “the 
sort of man” (Mt 8:27) who is the 
Lord of the storm, Jesus Christ. 

Yours in Christ, Dwight 

P. S. I am praying for you as I know 
you are praying for and checking on 
each other within our church family.  
Thank you for your faithful tithes 
and offerings as we trust the Lord for his provision.  I am 
also grateful for the ways our Elders, Deacons, Staff, and 
Sunday School teachers continue to reach out with Christ’s 
love via technology.  I long for the day when I can call us to 
worship with the psalmist:  “I was glad when they said to 
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’”! (Ps 122:1) 

 

Interim Pastor’s Pen           Rev. Dwight Basham 

Aivazovsky’s Jesus Walks on 

the Water (1888) 

Rembrandt’s Christ in the 

Storm on the Sea of Galilee 
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What are some events that happened in 1920? 

1).  Women got the right to vote (the 19th Amendment). 

2).  The production, transport and sale of alcohol was prohibited (the   

  18th  Amendment). 

3).  Jazz is developed by musicians in New Orleans. 

4).  The first black baseball league, the National Negro Baseball     

  League organizes. 

5).  The NY Times editorial (falsely) reports rockets can never fly. 

6).  Babe Ruth smashes his 50th MLB home run. 

7).  The US Post Office says children cannot be sent by parcel post. 

8).  KDKA in Pittsburgh becomes the first radio station to offer  

  regular broadcasts. 

9).  Early models of the TV were invented. 

 

And most importantly,  

10). Edith Reems is born! 

 

What a delight it was to do a "social distance" birthday celebration with 

Edith and her daughter Joyce Warren and son-in-law James Warren!  It is 

not every day that one gets to celebrate a 100 year old birthday!  God 

has been gracious to Edith and to us to be able to know her. 
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Call to Prayer 
By ANDREW MURRAY 

Preface to With Christ in the School of Prayer 
 

...of all the traits of a life LIKE CHRIST there is none higher and more glorious than conformity to Him in the 
work that now engages Him without ceasing in the Father’s presence—His all-prevailing intercession. The 
more we abide in Him, and grow unto His likeness, will His priestly life work in us mightily, and our life 
become what His is, a life that ever pleads and prevails for men. 

I feel sure that as long as we look on prayer chiefly as the means of maintaining our own Christian life, we 
shall not know full what it is meant to be. But when we learn to regard it as the highest part of the work 
entrusted to us, the root and strength of all other work, we shall see that there is nothing that we so need to 
study and practice as the art of praying aright. If I have at all succeeded in pointing out the progressive 
teaching of our Lord in regard to prayer, and the distinct reference the wonderful promises of the last night 
(John 14:16) have to the works we are to do in His Name, to the greater works, and to the bearing much fruit, 
we shall all admit that it is only when the Church gives herself up to this holy work of intercession that we can 
expect the power of Christ to manifest itself in her behalf. It is my prayer that God may use this little book to 
make clearer to some of His children the wonderful place of power and influence which He is waiting for 
them to occupy, and for which a weary world is waiting, too. 

Thousands have in these last years found an unspeakable blessing in learning how completely Christ is our life 
and how He undertakes to be and to do all in us that we need. I know not if we have yet learned to apply 
this truth to our prayer life.... Christ is our life: in heaven He ever lives to pray; His life in us is an ever-praying 
life, if we trust Him for it. 

Christ teaches us to pray not only by example, by instruction, by command, by promises, but by showing us 
HIMSELF, the ever-living Intercessor, as our Life. It is when we believe this, and go and abide in him for our 
prayer life too, that our fears of not being able to pray aright will vanish, and we shall joyfully and 
triumphantly trust our Lord to teach us to pray, to be Himself the life and the power of our prayer. 

May God open our eyes to see what the holy ministry of intercession is to which, as His royal priesthood, we 
have been set apart. May He give us a large and strong heart to believe what mighty influence our prayers 
can exert . And may all fear as to our being able to fulfill our vocation vanish as we see Jesus, living ever to 
pray, living in us to pray, and standing surety for our prayer life. 
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Missions Amid Pandemic 

A Few Global Prayer Requests 

(Adapted from mtw.org) 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to grow, MTW missionaries across the globe are 
facing new challenges. Hospitals are filling, people are self-isolating, and economies are 
suffering. Simultaneously, leading Bible studies, growing a church plant, or running mercy 
ministries becomes much harder when meeting in person is no longer an option. And yet, 
even amid the difficulties and danger, MTW missionaries and the global Church hold fast 
to the hope of the gospel and seek to live out that hope in love to their neighbors.  
 

Joshua Jacobs – Paris, France 
Please pray for my Muslim friends E* and M*. I am confident that with modern technology 
we can still discuss Scripture despite the quarantine. Please pray for my church and all of 
us who belong to it, to effectively minister the gospel to a world that is suddenly aware of 
how we are not as in control as we thought. 
 

Phillip Luther – Athens, Greece 
Our team is planting an intercultural church in Athens and working with unaccompanied 
refugee minors. Many refugees are dependent on job sectors that have closed completely 
due to the COVID-19 crisis, such as construction and housecleaning. This week, our 
church plant organized a diaconal team to specifically address the needs of the refugees in 
our church community who have no source of income and will increasingly struggle with 
things like groceries and rent. Since we cannot visit them, we plan to use online grocery 
stores who can deliver groceries to their door even during the lockdown. 
 

David & Marcia Jones – England 
Church life continues. We have Sunday morning and Sunday evening worship services 
online, our Wednesday night small group, and our team meetings, all using Zoom, 
YouTube and WhatsApp.  A father of 9 in our church died of Covid-19 last week, and 
another's mother is affected. Everyone knows someone who has died or is sick.  We mourn 
and suffer together as much as possible and point each other to the true Comforter and 
Healer. 

 
Jeff & Caroline Thompson -  RUF Int. Athens, Georgia 
One of the great joys in this bizarre time is to see how the Church is stepping up to meet 
the physical needs of our students. Several friends lost their hourly jobs on campus, and 
saints from several churches have sent groceries, shopping cards, and cash to help them.  
These funds have also helped us support students in non-virus related joys and sorrows. 
One family had a baby prematurely. One baby is about to be born on time. Another 
couple's paternal father died recently. Another family had to move out of their apartment. 
This kind of upheaval is even more stressful when combined with the pandemic and shelter 
at home policies. Travel plans for family members to help with newborn babies are all 
canceled for now. 
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Please consider joining us Wednesday, April 29th at 6:15 pm for our next Youth Event.   Our guest 

speaker  is Lt. Col. Damon Friedman, a veteran of Afghanistan and Iraq with the US Special Forces. Dr. 

Friedman is the executive producer of the film Surrender Only To One. Please try to watch it before the 

29th.  Follow the link https://sofmissions.org/surrender-movement/ to watch the free movie, download 

a Discussion Guide, and learn more about how the gospel influences the life of a soldier.  You can see a 

summary of the film on the following page.   

Our GALS event was a great success.  Alexis Zanias gave us a biblical perspective 

on sexuality and gender development, tracing the history of our changing culture.  

The books she recommended were:  The Bible, and Lies Girls Believe by  Dannah 

Gresh, Holy Sexuality and the Gospel by Christopher Yuan, 7 Myths about  

Singleness, by Sam Allberry, Is God anti-gay? By Sam Allberry, Gay Girl, Good God 

by Jackie Hill-Perry, Rethinking Sexuality by Julie Slattery, Our Bodies Tell God’s 

Story by Christopher West, The Gospel Comes With a House Key by Rosaria 

Butterfield, A Practical Guide to Culture by Brett Kunkle and John Stonestreet. 

 

Virtual Youth Group via Zoom! 

https://sofmissions.org/surrender-movement/
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What if it is death that teaches us how to 
truly live? 

Keeping the end in mind shapes how we live 
our lives in the here and now. Living life 

backward means taking the one thing in our 
future that is certain-death-and letting that 

inform our journey before we get there. 

Looking to the book of Ecclesiastes for wis-
dom, Living Life Backward was written to 

shake up our expectations and priorities for 
what it means to live “the good life.” Con-
sidering the reality of death helps us pay 

attention to our limitations as human beings 
and receive life as a wondrous gift from 

God,―freeing us to live wisely, generously, 
and faithfully for God’s glory and the good 

of his world. 

 

On January 11, 2020, a novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) reportedly claimed its first vic-

tim in the Hubei province of China. By 
March 11, 2020, the World Health Organiza-
tion had declared a global pandemic. In the 
midst of this fear and uncertainty, it is natu-

ral to wonder what God is doing. 

In Coronavirus and Christ, John Piper invites 
readers around the world to stand on the 

solid Rock, who is Jesus Christ, in whom our 
souls can be sustained by the sovereign God 

who ordains, governs, and reigns over all 
things to accomplish his wise and good pur-

poses for those who trust in him. What is 
God doing through the coronavirus? Piper 
offers six biblical answers to that question, 
showing us that God is at work in this mo-

ment in history. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Cathy/Documents/Adobe
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May Book(s) of the Month 
 

“Of the making of books there is no end…” Ecclesiasts 12:12b 

 

As we turn the page to the month of May and find ourselves still in a time of social distancing, we 
wanted to recommend another title that would meet our criteria for book recommendations and 

could also be made available digitally at no cost to our church family. Thankfully in God’s 
providence, the fine folks at Crossway teamed up with Desiring God and made this possible!  

To download Coronavirus and Christ, simply click on the link below that corresponds to your 

preferred format. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The second title,  Living Life Backwards, though not directly related to the global pandemic, can 

still help us navigate this moment in history and not lose sight of the bigger picture. This book will 
help us to re-evaluate our lives biblically in light of our present realities and also prayerfully 

reflect on what our lives will look like when things eventually return to “normal.” This title is not 
available as a free download, but there are three hard copies available for check-out from the 

church office. It can also be purchased from online retailers. 

 For Our Good and His Glory, 

Your Christian Education Committee 

 

For more information about the books, please visit the church website at Ardendpres.com 

 

MP3 

Most browsers and audio players 

EPUB 

Apple iBooks, Nook, Kobo readers 

MOBI 

Amazon Kindle 

PDF 

Most browsers, readers, devices 

https://www.crossway.org/books/living-life-backward-tpb/
https://www.crossway.org/books/living-life-backward-tpb/
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1. Civil Leaders/Church Leaders 
2. Deacon Kenneth Dupee 
3. Pastor Dwight Basham 
4. Deacon Bill Miller 
5. Elder Sammy Johnson 
6. Assimilation Committee 
7. God’s Pastor for APC 
8. Deacon Larry Kidd 
9. Elder Monty Baker 
10. Call to Prayer 
11. Elder John Paschall 
12. Deacon Zach Holcombe 
13. Missions Committee 
14. Elder Tony VunCannon 
15. Elder Jim Wilde 
16. Deacon Mike Neese 
17. Pastor James Buckner 
18. Elder Kees Auer 
19. Deacon Garrett Pittman 
20. Pastor Search Committee 
21. Deacons/Session Meetings 
22. Elder David Livernois 
23. Deacon John Sexton 
24. Pastor Gabe Malloy 
25. Elder John Dean 
26. Super Saints 
27. Arden Presbyterian Church 
28. Elder Steve Jennings 
29. End Abortion 
30. Elder John Paschall 
31. Elder Bill Resh 
 

Michelle DeLeon Philippines / MTW 
Roger & Laura Dye Lat. Am. CRU/Fam. Life 
Esaie & Natacha Etienne Haiti / MTW 
Doug & Rachel Flaherty WNC / Intervarsity  
Nathan & Lori Francis SC Church Plant MNA 
Jim & Carin Federe USA / MTW 
Ed & Vicki Germann Int. Stu, Inc. / USA 
Rob & Mary Lee Herron ASU / MTW 
Scott & Ruth Hill Cherokee / MTW 
Joel & Cindy Hylton Prague, CR / Serge 
David & Marcia Jones West. Europe / MTW 
Scott & Brooke McMinn TN / Young Life 
Mountain Area Pregnancy Services WNC 
New City Christian School Asheville 
Vladimir Nikitenko Belarus Christian Min. 
Keith & Ruth Powlison Peru / MTW 
Bill & Suzanne Scott USA / MTW 
John & Elizabeth Sexton Global / MTW 
Andrew & Trish Shank WCU / RUF 
Third Millennium Global 
Jeff & Caroline Thompson UGA / RUF  
Apum Vashum India/Trinity Sch, of Theology  
David & Bridget Walls New Dir. Must. Seed  

Gary & Lois Watanabe Japan / MTW 
West Africa Reformed Mission West Africa 
Donnie & Kara Williams West Africa / MTW 
Tom & Lucy Wright Africa/Haiti/USA-MTW 
Pastor Yavuz Middle East/Asia Min. Partnership 

Kate Anderson WCU/ RUF 
Phillip Baron CRU  
Jack & Diana Brinkley WNC/Sports Outreach  

MAY 2020 PRAYER CALENDAR 

Praying for the kingdom of God all over the world 
GO, PRAY, SEND 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”   2 Chronicles 7:14  

Our Church The World 

GO, PRAY, SEND 

“Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of  

hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  Psalm 46:10-11 

 


