
“Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all the nations’?” (Mark 11:17, cf. 
Isaiah 56:7) 

Is Arden Presbyterian Church a house of prayer for 
all nations? My response is: “YES!” Is there room 
for growth? Same response: “YES”! 

How are we praying? Tuesday AM Moms in Prayer; 
Tuesday AM women small groups praying; 
Tuesday PM Zoom-Prayer meeting; Wednesday 
AM Women’s prayer Zoom Group, 10:00 AM; 
Wednesday Live 6:30-7:30 PM; Thursday Men AM 
pray; Sunday School classes pray; Sunday Worship 
- Congregation unites in prayer; and lastly APC is 
praying in countless “unorganized” prayer times 
with friends. Our Elders pray. Our Deacons pray. 
Our Staff pray. Our Youth, Mission, Administration, 
Education and Youth committees pray. And my 
guess is that if you are reading this article you are a 
person of prayer. Thanks! 
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One special group that I am thankful for is called 
Hands of Faith. They pray once a month, generally the 
second Thursday of the month, 11-12 noon. Their 
focus is on praying for APC members and friends as 
they battle cancer. One of those for whom we pray is 
Lisa Graham now in hospice care. Be sure and read 
Lisa’s letter on page 2 of this Focus edition. She 
penned this on October 22. 

How shall we grow? Firstly, let’s continue to look 
closely at the LORD of this “House of Prayer”. HE has 
taught us to pray for his HONOR, KINGDOM, 
PROVISION, FORGIVENESS and PROTECTION. As we 
pray according to HIS will, will HE not “make us joyful 
in HIS house of prayer”. Isaiah 56:7 

This month, we have two special church wide prayer 
meetings scheduled for the Sunday School hour on 
November 20 & 27. These meetings will provide us 
an opportunity to: 1) give thanks 2) cry out for revival, 
3) pray for our pastoral search team, and 4) pray for 
the nations where our APC mission family ministers: 
USA, Mexico, Japan, Philippines, London, Peru, 
Turkey, Belarus, India, Myanmar, Ukraine, Senegal, 
Haiti - Dominican Republic, and the Caribbean. 
(NOTE: SS fall semester ends November 13 and 
resumes on December 4.) 

Finally, special thanks to all who joined the Solemn 
Meeting of Prayer on October 25. It was a good 
reminder from the Lord that we are not the only 
church pleading for personal and national revival. 

Together in prayer, 
Pastor James  
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Forgetting The Suffering: 
Looking Forward To My New Body, Dwelling In The Fathers House 

Eight years ago, I was diagnosed with stage IV breast cancer that metastasized into bone cancer. I was given 
less than 12 months to live, many years later here I am. I’ve always said it’s about quality of life not longevity. 
Because of my unique situation I chose to do very little treatments and to put my hope and trust in God. 
Unfortunately, many years later, the bone cancer has caught up with me.  

Going through rehab with bone cancer has been a very difficult and daunting task. Cancer is truly a horrible 
and terrifying disease. It seems like every time I had climbed the mountain I would slide back down into a 
valley. Through all these trials and difficult days one thing is for sure, my faith has grown exponentially. 
Through these highs and lows, I’ve had the blessing of watching many of my family members, friends, and 
people who I have met along the way, grow in their faith.  

All the pain and suffering that I have experienced has been worth it because I know of one friend of mine 
that has accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and I pray there will be more. I don’t know what lies ahead 
here in Hospice, but I will continue to focus on God each hour to get through the day. The pain is not fun 
and often unbearable, but every day I’m amazed to see how God brings me through it and how He uses my 
pain to help others. He has also shown me that other people are helping and praying for me. In return that 
encourages them and shows me the blessings of God that come through suffering. Romans 8:28 tells us that 
“All things work together for the good for those who love God and are called according to His purpose.” No 
matter how bad things get, all I can do is trust God and know that He loves me and is working through me to 
accomplish His will.  

My prayer and hope for all of you is that you would also be true followers of Christ. God‘s word tells us in 
John 14:6 there is only one way to Heaven. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the truth, and the life. No man comes 
to the father but by me.” You must admit that you are a sinner, and that you need God’s forgiveness.  

If you are not sure that you are a follower of Christ, just pray and ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and 
invite Him into your heart to become your Lord and Savior. It can be a simple prayer like this “Dear Jesus, I 
am a sinner and I need your forgiveness. I believe that you died for my sins and took the punishment that I 
deserved. I am willing to change and turn from my sinful ways and follow you all the days of my life.” If you 
have said this prayer in your heart and mean it, you are now a true follower of Christ.     

Now as I look back on the circumstances that have unfolded in my life, I have grown closer to my Lord and 
Savior! I would not trade this for anything in the world. God has used my cancer to refocus me and draw me 
close to Him. My prayer for all my family and friends is for you to know Jesus the way I know Him. “My Lord, 
my Savior, my everything!” 

Now that the finish line is in sight, I am both excited and a little scared to see how my journey will play out. I 
appreciate all the prayers! You can’t even begin to imagine how they have helped me through these last 
several months. Please continue to pray that God will give me the strength to finish well and glorify Him!  

In His love Forever,		
Lisa Graham 
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Update from Your Pastor Search Team 
We continue to meet every Wednesday, and are blessed to basically have 100% attendance 
at all our meetings thus far. If anyone is out of town, they participate via Zoom. Since our last 
report, we have completed the Job Description we'll be using in our search, along with an 
APC Church Profile document.  We are nearing completion on other Team documents, such 
as our Desired Traits document, Interview Questions, Evaluation Criteria, and an APC Church 
History. 

We are now beginning the "Search Phase", basing our search process on that 
recommended by Dr. Joel Hathaway, a noted PCA "pastor search advisor". We have initiated 
contact with a few "knowledgeable sources" and have a few men that we are discussing and 
gathering info on. It would take volumes to describe fully all the criteria we are looking at, 
but a good summation would be: a Godly Pastor who preaches boldly from God’s Word, 
proclaiming the Gospel, teaching us sound doctrine, rebuking us when needed, and 
challenging us to grow as we, and many more, become more like Christ; a compassionate 
shepherd to love us, counsel us, and encourage us and help us to grow as disciples of 
Christ, and a servant-leader whose life demonstrates a love of Christ and the church. 

We begin all of our meetings with a Season of Prayer, or a devotional provided by one of the team members, and we 
are relying on the leadership from His Holy Spirit, to guide our steps, our deliberations, and ultimately lead us to the 
man He would have for Arden Pres. Please continue in prayer with us, that Almighty God will go before us. As God tells 
us in Deuteronomy 31:8, It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. 
Do not fear or be dismayed.  

To God alone be the glory, 
For the Search Team, Heidi Dean & Jim Aldrich

Don’t throw out those seldom worn sweaters! Arden Pres will be 
collecting gently used sweaters, pull-overs/button downs/hoodies 
to distribute to ABCCM's women’s shelter (Transformation Village), 
the Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ), and the newly opened 
men’s shelter (Costello House). There will be collection boxes in the 
church lobby each Sunday through November 27. Please place 
the sweaters neatly in the boxes marked for Men, Women or 
Children. 

For our Wednesday night meals in November we will have 
chili (with and without meat), grilled cheese sandwiches, 
fruit, desserts, & drinks. This meal will provide more 
opportunities for service. To serve, sign up at the link in the 
weekly email or by clicking HERE. 

Questions:  contact Dottie Campbell (843-337-0544).

PST MEMBERS 

Jim Aldrich 
Jack Brinkley 
Kathy Clark 
Heidi Dean (alt.) 
Kenneth Dupee 
Daniel Jensen 
Nicki Kennedy 
John Paschall

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4aafad2baafe3-wednesday2
mailto:dpcampbell57@gmail.com
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Christian Education - Adult Book of the Month

For more information about this book, click the image above or visit our church website at ardendpres.org

https://www.crossway.org/books/the-loveliest-place-hcj/
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For more information about this book, click the image above or visit our church website at ardendpres.org

Christian Education - Children’s Book of the Month

https://www.crossway.org/books/the-sower-hcj/
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Women’s Ministry  
Jean-Marie VunCannon — jmvuncannon@gmail.com

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Student Ministry 
David Livernois — livernois.david@gmail.com

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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Children’s Ministry 
Barbara Cameron — ardenprescm@gmail.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 The Preschool has opened for the 
school year 2021-2022. Our first  

  

 

           
   

 

November Birthdays: 

11/06 – Leah Dean 

11/27 – Jeffrey Givens  

11/28 – James Moore 

 

 

A few pictures from fall Sunday 
School, Sunday Singers, and 
Wednesday nights Catechism classes– 
-we are having a great time! 

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
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November 20 
Thanksgiving Service - 5:30 p.m. 

November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 

December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
New Sunday School Quarter begins 

December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
The Hopes and Fears of All the Years 
 Christmas Concert at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 Reception following 

December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Brunch - 9:30 a.m. 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 25 
Christmas Day Worship - 10:45 (no Sunday School) 

January 1 
New Year’s Day Worship - 10:45 (no Sunday School)

Yet in thy dark street shineth
the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.
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Prayer meetings often require a measure of self-denial.  Attending prayer meetings is not particularly difficult in 
most cases.  Yet prayer meetings are the worst attended meeting in most local churches.  However, they are by no 
means an optional ministry of the church.  Through her prayer meetings, the Church procures the blessings of 
God’s Spirit on the preaching of the Word as she does in no other setting (John 14.12-14; Acts 4:23-31).  In prayer 
meetings, believers actively pursue the glory of Christ and fervently plead with the Father to bring people from the 
nations into His family. Many people do not attend prayer meetings even though they are willing to come to hear 
teaching.  

However, in the Bible, prayer almost always precedes the blessings of God upon the church (e.g. Acts 4).  Are you 
willing to take the trouble to attend the prayer meeting?  Are you willing to forego other conveniences or to make 
an extra trip to church in order to do so?  Are you willing to allow your children to go to bed later one night per 
week so that you can approach the throne of grace with the congregation and with Christ in her midst?  The most 
common reason for neglecting the prayer meeting is that it is “inconvenient.” But inconvenience is an opportunity 

for a Christian!  It provides an opportunity to honor the Lord when it is 
inconvenient.  Another told me that prayer meetings are boring.  Yet 
what is boring about meeting with the triune God and His church? 
 Should we not find fullness of joy in His presence? We can do this only 
by faith in Christ and hope that the Spirit will enflame our hearts with 
zeal for the Father’s glory.   

Treat the prayer meeting as an opportunity to deny yourself, to take up 
your cross, and to follow Christ.  

— From Ryan McGraw, Why Should You Deny Yourself?  p.23-24 

Call to Prayer: Deny Yourself and Attend Your Prayer Meeting

Tuesday Evening 
Zoom Prayer Meeting  

6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 
Teaching at Prayer Time 

6:30 p.m. in Multipurpose Room

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Christmas 2022

The basic picture of Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Christmas project is presented here in these symbols. 
Incarcerated parents who are engaged with a prison chaplain are given the opportunity to request gifts be 
given to their children through the Prison Fellowship program, designed to make that love connection. By 
YOUR participation in the program, in prayer, buying a child’s gift, purchasing food items, a caregiver's gift 
card, or delivering these gifts, you are serving others in the name of Jesus. On Sunday November 27, the 
Angel Trees with angels and other ornaments will be available for choosing your gift (s). From the choosing of 
a gift to buy to the delivery of those gifts Jesus’ love and care for His children and families is emphasized. 
Please consider your role individually or partner with someone else, join efforts with a small group, etc., to 
bring a special Christmas gift to a family - restoring or strengthening that parent-child relationship and 
sharing our great Savior’s love.

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2014.12-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%204.23-31
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  1. His omnipresence  

  2. His immutability 

  3. His sovereignty 

  4. Freedom to worship 

  5. Jesus 

  6. Pastor Paul Hurst 

  7. Our family 

  8. Our church 

  9. Our community 

10. Our country 

11. Life 

12. Friends 

13. Andrew Shank 

14. Our home 

15. Our staff 

Prayer Calendar 
A Month of Thanks Giving to God for:

Our Church and World

16. The Bible 

17. Our Session/Diaconate 

18. His love 

19. Our next Senior Pastor 

20. Rob Herron/James Buckner 

21. Material blessings 

22. Forgiveness 

23. Health 

24. Abundance 

25. Teachers 

26. Our military 

27. David Livernois 

28. Humor 

29. Grace 

30. May thanks giving be the habit of our life 
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 1. Jack & Diana Brinkley  
WNC / Sports Outreach  

 2. Kristi Brown / Sandy Mahar  
WNC / MAPS  

 3. Brooks & Riva Cain 
Japan / MTW 

 4. Bill & Susan Carr 
North America / MTW 

 5. Garry & Anita Chambers  
Caribbean / MTW 

 6. Charles & Bonita Davidson 
Mexico / MTW 

 7. Michelle DeLeon 
Philippines / MTW 

 8. Roger & Laura Dye 
Latin America - Cru / Family Life 

 9. Esaie & Natacha Etienne 
Haiti / MTW 

10. Nathan & Lori Francis 
Hope Community Church, SC / MNA 

11. Jim & Carin 
USA / MTW 

12. Ed & Vicki Germann 
International Students, Inc. / USA 

13. Rob & Mary Lee Herron 
Appalachian State University / RUF 

14. Scott & Ruth Hill 
Cherokee / MTW 

15. Joel & Cindy Hylton 
Prague, Czech Republic / Serge 

Prayer Calendar 
A Month of Thanks Giving to God for:

16. David & Marcia 
Western Europe / MTW 

17. Scott & Brooke McMinn 
TN / Young Life 

18. Vladimir Nikitenko 
Belarus Christian Ministry 

19. Keith & Ruth Powlison 
Peru / MTW 

20. Bill & Suzanne Scott 
Atlanta / Global Frontier Missions 

21. John & Elizabeth Sexton 
Global / MTW 

22. Andrew & Trish Shank 
Western Carolina University / RUF 

23. Andrew Sheppard 
Ukraine / MTW 

24. Third Millennium 
Global 

25. Jeff & Caroline Thompson 
University of Georgia / RUFI  

26. Dr. Apam Vashum 
India / Trinity School of Theology  

27. Carissa Waller 
Appalachian State University / RUF 

28. David & Bridget Walls 
New Direction Mustard Seed / WNC 

29. Gary & Lois Watanabe 
Japan / MTW 

30. West Africa Reformed Mission 
West Africa

Ministry Partners


