
Oct 24 Church Announcement 

The last 10 years at Aspen Grove Chris5an Church have been pre9y incredible and 
we have all seen God care for us and love us through our rela5onships.  Adam and 
Amy have brought so much to the church.  Adam has preached and taught and 
lead and loved in an incredible way, and the elders are so grateful to him and to 
the whole church family.   

Over the last 6 months the elders have had to look at some realis5c facts about 
the church and start considering some op5ons.  As you know, since covid has hit, 
our a9endance has decreased by 40% and our contribu5ons by 20%. Therefore, 
we have been looking at the budget and trying to figure out what to do. As we 
look at the next 2-3 years of Aspen Grove our current church model—the way we 
do church--is not sustainable over the long haul. The current church model 
means: 

• A church building with paid ministry staff and programs and events. All of 
this takes a budget, which are not able to collect with the reduced 
membership.  Therefore, we will run out of money to support this current 
way we do church. We also don’t have the people, for example high 
school students, to a9end the events. 

With these facts in mind, the elders prayed and thought hard about our op5ons.   

During this 5me, Adam suggested that we talk to Franklin Chris5an Church to get 
some input from them.  During the first couple mee5ngs, it was suggested that we 
look at a church merger between Franklin Chris5an Church and Aspen Grove 
Chris5an Church.  For those of you who do not know, these two churches used to 
be one church 20 (???) years ago. 

All of the elders from Aspen Grove and FCC read a book called “Be9er Together” 
which is about church mergers.  We had many mee5ngs separately and then 
together with the FCC elders and discussed the many possible details.  

At this point, the elders of AGCC would like to present the op5ons to the church:  

First op5on: we merge with FCC and keep the current church model, which is 
a9ending church at a building, with paid staff, and numerous programs and 



events. This is what we have been doing for the last 10 years. If you like that 
model, it seems to us that we could be be9er together with FCC.  You see, there 
would be more Chris5ans, more resources, more children and more youth that 
could commune together. 

Other op5ons: We remain Aspen Grove, but make significant adjustments to the 
way we do church. This might mean fewer programs and events, few paid staff, 
and thinking outside the box in terms of mee5ngs, events, and speakers.  Or we 
could merge with a different church, or we could downsize and relocate.  Or we 
could explore other op5ons. 

As we think about both op5ons, we would also like to make clear is that Aspen 
Grove, for the years I have been here, has been a very free church.  The eldership 
has worked hard to be humble and listen to the church family and be open on 
many issues.  We have tried hard to follow the Holy Spirit more than tradi5on.  I 
think that all of us feel that freedom at Aspen Grove.   

We would like everyone to know that FCC is slightly more structured and 
tradi5onal than we may be used to.  Of course, the church is led by the Holy Spirit 
and they are doing great things, but there will be a slight culture shi^ for the 
Aspen Grove family. 

Please understand that the current way we are doing church here at AGCC is not 
affordable, so we have to do something.  If we don’t do a merger, then we need to 
come up with another plan.  That other plan could be us completely re-thinking 
church and trying a whole new model.   

The Elders of both churches have prepared a FAQ (frequently asked ques5ons) 
about this possible merger.  We will be handing those out now.  At the bo9om of 
this FAQ is the name, number and emails of all the elders.  We really want to hear 
from you.  You can choose to talk to one of us, or talk to all of us.  We want to 
know if you like this idea of a merger.  We are going to spend the next 3-4 weeks 
talking to you about this idea.  The elders will also be available every Sunday a^er 
church to talk to you also and answer any ques5ons that you have.  If the church 
likes this idea, then we will schedule a church family vote. 



The AGCC elders have spent a lot of 5me mee5ng, praying and thinking about this 
idea.  We now want to bring it to church to think about, pray about and meet 
about.  Please let us know your input and what you would like to do for you and 
your families. 

Thank you so much for all your love and support.   

The AGCC Elders 

Bob, Paul, Adam, Garry and now Rick


