
Dear Aspen Grove Family, 


	 As we emerge from the shadow of unprecedented world events, the 
elders of AGCC, in partnership with the members/family of AGCC, continue to 
prayerfully seek God’s will for our church going forward.  As always, our desire is 
to be proactive in our efforts to both serve the needs of the congregation, while 
at the same time remaining faithful to our primary mission of “Growing followers 
of Jesus Christ.”  Because the process of trying to discern the future can be 
stressful at times, the elders of AGCC place a high value on your questions, 
comments and prayerful discernment, as we together seek God’s will for the 
future of His church.  

 
Last fall (Nov. 2021), based on feedback from AGCC, the elders committed 
to two critical processes.  

	 #1 - Create a Research/Options Team.  (Tasked with three purposes) 

	 	 A. Consider the challenges facing AGCC going forward. 

	 	 B. Explore and identify potential options to address future 	 	 	
	 	 challenges. 

	 	 C. Present those options to the elders and AGCC.  

	 #2 - Create opportunities for AGCC to get to know Franklin Christian 	 	   
	 Church better.  This was an important and intentional step, both requested 
	 and needed, as AGCC explored a potential merger with FCC.  


	 At the conclusion of these two critical processes, the elders committed to 
holding a congregational vote to specifically determine if we, as a church, 
should continue to pursue a merger with FCC or to pursue other options.  


What follows below is an update on where we stand as of April 2022. 

	 * In relation to FCC and pursuing potential church merger options

	 	 - Based on overwhelming, but not universal, feedback from the

	 	 members/family at AGCC, we are not currently pursuing a merger 	 	
	 	 with FCC or any other church.  

	 	 - In addition, we are foregoing a congregational vote at this pointing 
	 	 time. 


	 * In relation to the Research/Options Team

	 	 - In brief, the options the team presented to the elders include: 

	 	 	 1.  Pursue hiring of a full-time (local) Connections or 	 	 	
	 	 	 Outreach minister to join our ministry team.   

	 	 	 2.  Explore adding a sprinkler system to our building, which 	 	
	 	 	 would create opportunity to invite a school/pre-school to use 		
	 	 	 our space.    




	 	 	 3. Invite a church coach/consultant to come in to evaluate 	 	
	 	 	 and work with the leadership of AGCC.  


	 While we are very thankful for the Options Team and the work they have 
done, pursuing the three options encouraged by the team would come at an 
expense that our current budget cannot accommodate.  These options will likely 
involve embracing a level of indebtedness and financial risk, two things AGCC 
has actively avoided in the past.  Still, the elders of AGCC think these options, 
as well as any others that might present themselves, should be thoughtfully 
considered by the church family as a whole, and prayerfully placed before God.  


	 Along these lines, the elders have asked Adam, our minister, to lead the 
church in a season of prayer and re-visioning.  From Easter to Pentecost (June 
5th), we are inviting the family at AGCC to prayerfully and collectively seek 
God’s guidance and direction for our future.  In addition to praying, the elders of 
AGCC, along with the ministry team, will continue to develop the options 
presented and seek input from the church family.  At the end of 50 days, after 
collectively and purposefully seeking God’s will for our future, it is our intention 
to put before the church a set of detailed action steps.  These steps will clearly 
identify some measurable goals for the future of AGCC and provide a plan as to 
how to accomplish these goals.  Please note that any financial or staffing 
decisions must be affirmed by a congregational vote. As always, if you have any 
questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact one of elders: Rick 
Hammond, Bob Brown, Paul Stanek or Adam Kaufhold.  


	 While the future of our church may, at times, seem uncertain, this church 
has an incredible and tangible history of experiencing God’s enduring 
faithfulness.  Undoubtedly, the challenges before us, and all churches, are 
great… but we are confident that if we seek (Matthew 7:7-11), God can be 
trusted to provide for both his people and his purpose.  In this season, and as 
AGCC looks to future seasons, we invite and encourage you to remain 
prayerfully optimistic and faithfully curious.   
 
Father God, help us to trust you as you guide us into your will and purpose.  
Amen 


Rick, Bob, Paul, and Adam 

AGCC Eldership 


