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REFLECTION 
“Sin is what you do when your heart is not satisfied 
with God. No one sins out of duty. We sin because it 
holds out some promise of happiness. That promise 
enslaves us until we believe that God is more to be 
desired than life itself….” – John Piper 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP      Psalm 65:1-4 

Leader: Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; 

to you our vows will be fulfilled. 

People: You who answer prayer, 

to you all people will come. 

Leader: When we were overwhelmed by sins, 

you forgave our transgression 

People: Blessed are those you choose 

and bring near to live in your courts! 

All: We are filled with the good things of your 

house, of your holy temple. 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

SONG OF PRAISE 
“10,000 reasons (Bless the Lord)” 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; 

Worship his holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul; 

I'll worship your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning, 

It's time to sing your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
 

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger. 

Your name is great and your heart is kind. 

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still my soul will sing your praise unending 

Ten thousand years, and then forevermore. 
   Myrin, Redman CCLI#20219511 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION    Psalm 139:23-24  

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and 

know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any 

offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are 

opened, all desires known, and from who no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      Psalm 103:8-10  

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to 

anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, 

nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat 

us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 

iniquities. 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Come, thou fount of every blessing”  

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise, 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, 

Mount of God's unchanging love. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

Hither by thy help I'm come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand'ring from the fold of God: 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed his precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for thy courts above. 
NETTLETON; Robinson 

  

EPISTLE READING     Romans 8:1-11 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set 
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you free from the law of sin and death. For what the 

law was powerless to do because it was weakened by 

the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 

condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who 

do not live according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 

Those who live according to the flesh have their 

minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live 

in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 

what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the 

flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is 

life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor 

can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the 

flesh cannot please God. 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are 

in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 

lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in 

you, then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of 

righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 

People:      Thanks be to God. 

  
GOSPEL READING   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by 

the lake. Such large crowds gathered around him that 

he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 

stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 

As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on 

rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 

when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and 

they withered because they had no root. Other seed 

fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 

produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times 

what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.” … 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower 

means: When anyone hears the message about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what was sown in their 

heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed 

falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears 

the word and at once receives it with joy. But since 

they have no root, they last only a short time. When 

trouble or persecution comes because of the word, 

they quickly fall away. The seed falling among the 

thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the 

worries of this life and the deceitfulness of 

wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the 

seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears 

the word and understands it. This is the one who 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty 

times what was sown.” 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
"Jesus, Messiah" 

He became sin who knew no sin 

That we might become His righteousness 

He humbled Himself and carried the cross 

Love so amazing love so amazing 
 

Jesus Messiah Name above all names 

Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 

The Rescue for sinners 

The Ransom from heaven 

Jesus Messiah Lord of all 
 

His body the bread His blood the wine 

Broken and poured out all for love 

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 

Love so amazing love so amazing 
 

All our hope is in You 

All our hope is in You 

All the glory to You God 

The Light of the world 
 

Jesus Messiah 

Lord of all 

The Lord of all 

The Lord of all 
Tomlin CCLI#20219511 

 

OFFERTORY      To donate to ACC visit astoriachurch.org

  or mail to PO Box 2102, LIC, NY 11102 
 

SCRIPTURE READING   Genesis 25:19-34 (NIV) 
19 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s 

son Isaac. 

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was 

forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of 

Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of 

Laban the Aramean. 
21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, 

because she was childless. The LORD answered his 
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prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The 

babies jostled each other within her, and she said, 

“Why is this happening to me?” So she went to 

inquire of the LORD. 
23 The LORD said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 

    and two peoples from within you will be separated; 

one people will be stronger than the other, 

    and the older will serve the younger.” 
24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were 

twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come out was 

red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so 

they named him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came 

out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was 

named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah 

gave birth to them. 
27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful 

hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was 

content to stay at home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who 

had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah 

loved Jacob. 
29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau 

came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to 

Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m 

famished!” (That is why he was also called Edom.) 
31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 
32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is 

the birthright to me?” 
33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an 

oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. 
34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil 

stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. 

So Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE    “The birthright”  J. David Ellis 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE  
 

MUSIC OF COMMITMENT 
“O the deep, deep love of Jesus!” 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; 

Rolling as a mighty ocean 

In its fullness over me. 

Underneath me, all around me, 

Is the current of thy love; 

Leading onward, leading homeward, 

To thy glorious rest above. 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Spread his praise from shore to shore; 

How he loveth, ever loveth, 

Changeth never, nevermore; 

How he watches o'er his loved ones, 

Died to call them all his own; 

How for them he intercedeth, 

Watcheth o'er them from the throne. 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

Love of ev'ry love the best: 

'Tis an ocean vast of blessing, 

'Tis a haven sweet of rest. 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 

'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me; 

And it lifts me up to glory, 

For it lifts me up to thee. 
EBENEZER, Francis 

 

BENEDICTION    Romans 15:5-6 

May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 

toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with 

one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Bldg 
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Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
 

Our mission is to proclaim the good news of 
 Jesus Christ to our neighbors,  

to welcome them into loving community,  
and to equip them to glorify God. 

 
 

 

Helpful Information: 

 

Community Groups 

Small groups that meet in homes for fellowship, study,  

and prayer. Email: admin@astoriachurch.org for info 

 

Physical, Financial, or Emotional Need 

Church leaders are available to meet with you if you have a 

need.  Please email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or  

call 718-721-3440. For the Meals Ministry, email 

accmeals@gmail.com 

 

English as a Second Language Classes 

(Saturdays) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 

 

Outreach Ministries 

For info on service opportunities in Queens: 

Diaconate@astoriachurch.org 

 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 

Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org 

Info for men, contact: mensministry@astoriachurch.org 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VISITORS:  We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If you are a visitor to 
ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org to be added to our email list.  We 
send out a weekly electronic newsletter. 
 

PASTORAL CARE:  Pastor David is available for Zoom meetings if you need to 
connect with him.  Give him a call or text him at 917-992-7062 to set up a 
meeting. 
 

ACC IS LOOKING FOR A PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER: Knowledge of 
QuickBooks required. Hours flexible. Compensation negotiable. Respond 
to BDiCicco@Diciccolaw.com. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME OVER ZOOM:  Please join us for some fellowship time 
over Zoom right after the service from 12:30PM – 1:30PM.  We’ve been having 
some great times of connecting!  You should have received an email this morning 
with the link and phone number to join. 
 

OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT!  PRAYER MEETINGS:  We are meeting 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 7PM and every Thursday at noon for a devotional 
by Pastor David followed by a prayer time.  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: Thank you to all who are giving online and sending in 
checks to our PO Box while we are not meeting in person. Today is the first week 
of our new fiscal year. We will publish a report on our giving for the last fiscal year 
soon.  We are so thankful for everyone’s generosity!  Our mailing address is Astoria 
Community Church to PO Box 2102, Astoria, NY. 11102. Thank you! 
 
DIACONATE ASSISTANCE:  If you are sick and in quarantine at home and 
have any practical needs such as groceries, medications to be picked up etc. please 
call Andrea at 917-605-4040 or email her at  diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  We 
have a Healthy Helps Team ready to meet your practical needs. 
 
DIACONATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  If you have a financial need due to 
loss of income because of the COVID-19 NYS pause or any other reason, please 
call Andrea at 917-605-4040 or email her at diaconate@astoriachurch.org. 
 
MEMBER NEWS:  Email David@astoriachurch.org or Andrea at 
admin@astoriachurch.org with your news! 
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