GRACE

Godly Response to Abuse
in the Christian Environment

Safeguarding Training - Part 4

Your Role in Prevention
and Response

We all play
arolein
upholding the
boundaries of

* A youth volunteer comments on
the developing bodies of youth or
is sharing about his sex life.

* An adult is touching a child or
youth in a way they clearly aren't
comfortable with or even after the
child or an adult asks them to stop.

Protecting the
vulnerable is an
matter of

discipleship.

When do we
speak up about a
concern or a
policy violation?

* An adult is fixated on a particular child
or children in a way that makes you
uncomfortable.

¢ An adult or older youth is often
tickling kids

* An adult has been texting or meeting
up with a youth alone.
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* You find an adult (not a parent) or
teen alone with a child.

* An adult or older youth is seeking
to isolate a child.

* Any policy violation
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Parenting at Church:

+ Address “roaming” and isolated
areas

* Plan ahead

+ Talk about policy boundaries and
give examples

* Speak up about concerns

ap

Do you
know who to
talk to about

concerns?

“Make careful, slow choices about the people you
include in your child's life-and fast choices about the

ones you exclude from your child's life.”

- Gavin De Becker, Protecting the Gift
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All Christians have a moral obligation
to report child abuse.

Proverbs 31:8, “Speak up for those
who cannot speak for themselves, for
the rights of all who are destitute.”
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Reporting Child Abuse
or Neglect in New York City
Call 311

Adult Protective Services: 1-844-697-3505

i D016

15

REPORI. -
DONIT INVESTIGRTE. |

Shouldn't we investigate
before reporting to make
sure abuse has taken place?

ap
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Reporting in New York City
Emergencies: Call 911
Authorities can ensure the immediate
safety of a child and get medical
attention if needed.
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Common Questions
about Reporting
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Couldn't reporting
destroy a family?
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What if I'm not sure? Can | get in trouble if I'm wrong?
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* Do notinform the family if the alleged
offender is in the family or unknown

What if the offender is a minor? * Cooperate fully with the investigation

* Fully assess the possibility of other victims
and take protective measures

» Defend the vulnerable, not the institution

or reputations of leaders
GID * “Unfounded" doesn’t mean “Innocent.” @l
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Common Reporting Categories: Witness/Discover Abuse
1. Witness/Discover Abuse ! \. * Find child abuse material (“child
2. Disclosure of Abuse pornography”)

* See the abuse of a child
§ * Discover sexually suggestive or
explicit text messages.

3. Reasonable Suspicion




Disclosure is a Process

*» Disclosure is a process
+ Children will "test the waters"

+ Often begins with something small;

“I don't like 3
"I don't want to go.”
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Normal Disclosure Behavior:
* Non-disclosure

¢ Delayed disclosure

* Partial disclosure

* Accidental disclosure

* Unconvincing disclosura

* Recantation (about 1in 4)
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Normal Disclosure Behavior:

* Ask open-ended questions

¢ Do not press for details (but it is ok to ask

“Who?" or "What happened?”)

¢ Do not ask leading questions: *“Wasit

persen?” "Did he touch you there?”
¢ Do not ask, "Are you sure?
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Disclosures of Abuse

“I'm scared. Daddy gets mad and hits me."
“Joey likes to touch penises together.”
“Mom said | get no food today.”

Ateen tells you that their friend told them
they “slept” with an adult.

An adult or teen admits to abuse.
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Reasonable Belief -
Physical Abuse

* Asuspicious bruise/wound without an

explanation

* Pattern bruise/wound (hand slap or hit with

an object)
* Defensive wounds
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Sexual Abuse
A S year old demonstrates knowledge of oral sexor s

acting out sexually with ancther child bayond what is

A child returns from camp with sharp behavior change - is

withdraan, and has started wetting the bed.
A teen is spending time tutoring with o teacher and you
discover emotionally intmate chats.
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Reasonable Suspicion -

Neglect

+» Consistently dirty or has severe body odor

» Begs, steals, or hoards food or complains '
frequently of hunger

» Untreated illness, injuries, health (e.g., unfilled
cavities) or serious educational needs

+ Is often left inappropriately unsupervised
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Notice behavioral signs that might apply
to multiple forms of abuse:

+ Sudden changes in behavior
* Sudden drop in gradas
* Fear toward a person of type of person or situation
W+ Nightmares or trouble sleeping
+ Anxiety and deprassion
+ Eating disorders or self-harm
* Unexplained stomach pain

You are not alone. Seek help
if you have questions or need

Responding to Adult Abuse:

* If violenca is happening or just happened or there is
immediata safety concarn call local authorities

* If itis not immediately, often we should respect the
agency of adult victims in reporting crimas to
authorities (axceptions - childran in the hame; church
leader/staff)

* Support victims at every step while respacting their
boundaries and privacy

* Learn about local resources now {IPV victims need
safety plans with experts)

Responding to
Adult Abuse
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National Domestic Violence Hotline:
1-800-799-7233
National Sexual Assault Hotline:
1-800-656-4673
Stalking Resources:
www.safehorizon.org/get-help/stalking/







