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ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Holy Thursday Service 

April 9, 2020 
 
General instructions: 
 
This service involves an interplay of Scripture readings and prayers (done by participants at home) and a 
pre-recorded video of singing and speaking (presented on YouTube). 
 
This evening we remember the Last Supper, which was a Passover meal that Jesus celebrated with his 
disciples the evening before his death. You may want to eat a meal (with a group or alone) while 
participating in this service. If you do so, it will help to prepare the meal beforehand so that no one will 
need to leave the table during the service. 
 
The Scripture readings follow the pattern described in John 1:5, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” The first sets of readings gradually recount the story of God’s redemptive 
light shining into the world, culminating in the ministry of the Messiah Jesus. The second sets of readings 
point to ways the world spurned the light of God’s love by rejecting his Son. The marvelous news is that, 
despite the world’s rejection of his love, God remains faithful to his covenant and is committed to 
redeeming his people through Christ. The darkness cannot overcome the light! 
 
If you are participating in this service with a group (either all in one place or remotely via the internet), 
you will want to divide the Scripture readings among several people. If you are participating in this 
service by yourself, take time to read the passages carefully on your own. If constrained by time, you may 
want to select a portion of the Scripture passages to read from each set. If reading as a group, the reader 
may want to conclude the reading by saying, “This is the word of the Lord,” to which the others can 
respond, “Thanks be to God.” A link to a print-out of the Scripture readings can be found on the church 
website. 
 
A suggested (but optional) way to approach the Scripture readings is to have seven candles on the table in 
front of you. With each of the first seven sets of readings, light one of the candles, to illustrate the light of 
Christ coming into the world. With each of the last seven sets of readings, extinguish one of the seven 
candles, to illustrate the darkness that befell our Savior at his death. 
 
When you reach the point in the service for the first song, turn on the YouTube video and join in the 
singing. After the song, pause the video and return to the liturgy. The prayers of thanksgiving are meant to 
be spontaneous prayers of thanksgiving by the participants in response to the Scripture readings. After the 
last set of readings, turn on the video again for a song and a brief meditation from Pastor David. After the 
recording, end with a time of quiet reflection. 
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
 
THE LIGHT SHONE IN DARKNESS 
Light first candle 

Genesis 1:1-4 
Genesis 1:26-28  

 
Light second candle 

Genesis 12:1-3 
Exodus 3:7-10 

 
Light third candle 

Psalm 136:1-13, 23-26  
 *everyone responds, “his love endures 
forever.” 

 
Light fourth candle 

Exodus 40:1-8, 33-35 
 
Light fifth candle 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
Light sixth candle 

Luke 4:16-21 
Matthew 22:1-10 

 
Light seventh candle 
 
*TURN ON RECORDING (OR SING ON 
OWN) 
 
SUNG RESPONSE 
“O Love that will not let me go” 
O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 
 
O Light that follow’st all my way, 
I yield my flick’ring torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 
 
O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 
 
O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

Miner; Matheson 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank God for his faithfulness to the covenant he 
made with his people as seen in the passages we 
read. 
 
BUT THE DARKNESS DID NOT RECEIVE 
HIM 
 

Genesis 4:8-12 
Genesis 6:5-8 

Extinguish seventh candle 
 

Exodus 32:1-6 
Isaiah 1:2-4 

Extinguish sixth candle 
 

Luke 4:22-29 
Matthew 11:16-19 

Extinguish fifth candle 
 

Matthew 16:21-25 
Extinguish fourth candle 
 

Matthew 16:17-30 
Extinguish third candle 
 

Matthew 16:31-35 
Extinguish second candle 
 

Luke 22:39-46 
Luke 22:47-53 
Matthew 26:56b 

Extinguish first candle 
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*TURN ON RECORDING 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended”  
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, 
That man to judge thee hath in hate pretended? 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 
O most afflicted. 
 
Who was the guilty who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee: 
I crucified thee. 
 
Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
The slave has sinned, and the Son has suffered: 
For man’s atonement, while he nothing heedeth, 
God intercedeth. 
 
For me, king Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation: 
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
For my salvation. 
 
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 
Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
Not my deserving. 
 
MEDITATION     J. David Ellis  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
“What wondrous love is this?” 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my 
soul, 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this,  
That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my 
soul,  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
When I was sinking down,  
Sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down,  
Beneath God’s righteous frown 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my 
soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will 
sing 
While millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 
And when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and 
joyful be, 
And thru eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And thru eternity, I’ll sing on! 
  American folk hymn 
 
 
Close with silent reflection. 

 


