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HOLY THURSDAY SERVICE, 2020   SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

THE LIGHT SHONE IN DARKNESS 
 

LIGHT FIRST CANDLE 
Genesis 1:1-4  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 

empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness. 

 
Genesis 1:26-28 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living 
creature that moves on the ground.” 

 
LIGHT SECOND CANDLE 

Genesis 12:1-3  
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 
“I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 
 
Exodus 3:7-10  
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come 
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a 
good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the Israelites has 
reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
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LIGHT THIRD CANDLE 
Psalm 136:1-13  
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
His love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods. 
His love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
His love endures forever. 
to him who alone does great wonders, 
His love endures forever. 
who by his understanding made the heavens, 
His love endures forever. 
who spread out the earth upon the waters, 
His love endures forever. 
who made the great lights— 
His love endures forever. 
the sun to govern the day, 
His love endures forever. 
the moon and stars to govern the night; 
His love endures forever. 
to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt 
His love endures forever. 
and brought Israel out from among them 
His love endures forever. 
with a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 
His love endures forever. 
to him who divided the Red Sea asunder 
His love endures forever. … 
 
He remembered us in our low estate 
His love endures forever. 
and freed us from our enemies. 
His love endures forever. 
He gives food to every creature. 
His love endures forever. 
Give thanks to the God of heaven. 
His love endures forever. 
 

LIGHT FOURTH CANDLE 
Exodus 40:1-8, 33-35 
Then the LORD said to Moses: “Set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day of the 
first month. Place the ark of the covenant law in it and shield the ark with the curtain. Bring in 
the table and set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. Place 
the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the covenant law and put the curtain at the entrance 
to the tabernacle. 
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“Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of 
meeting; place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it. Set up the 
courtyard around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard….  
Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the 
entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 
Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 

LIGHT FIFTH CANDLE 
Jeremiah 31:31-34  
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
    though I was a husband to them,” 
declares the LORD. 
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
    after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more.” 
 

LIGHT SIXTH CANDLE 
Luke 4:16-21  
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
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to CANDLE the oppressed free, 
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Matthew 22:1-10  
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 
banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 
prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest 
seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army 
and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve 
to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So the servants 
went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the 
good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 

LIGHT SEVENTH CANDLE 
 
 

BUT THE DARKNESS DID NOT RECEIVE HIM 
 

EXTINGUISH SEVENTH CANDLE 
Genesis 4:8-12  
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground. Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it will no longer yield 
its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
 
Genesis 6:5-8  
The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that 
every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the 
time. The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply 
troubled. So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have 
created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground—for 
I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
 

EXTINGUISH SIXTH CANDLE 
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Exodus 32:1-6   
When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered 
around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses 
who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 
Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters 
are wearing, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to 
Aaron. He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a 
calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up 
out of Egypt.” 
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will 
be a festival to the LORD.” So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings 
and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to 
indulge in revelry. 
 
Isaiah 1:2-4   
Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! 
    For the LORD has spoken: 
“I reared children and brought them up, 
    but they have rebelled against me. 
The ox knows its master, 
    the donkey its owner’s manger, 
but Israel does not know, 
    my people do not understand.” 
Woe to the sinful nation, 
    a people whose guilt is great, 
a brood of evildoers, 
    children given to corruption! 
They have forsaken the LORD; 
    they have spurned the Holy One of Israel 
    and turned their backs on him. 
 

EXTINGUISH FIFTH CANDLE 
Luke 4:22-29  
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 
Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And 
you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there 
were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years 
and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to 
a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the 
time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out 
of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 
him off the cliff. 
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Matthew 11:16-19  
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling out to others: 
“‘We played the pipe for you, 
    and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, 
    and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 
 

EXTINGUISH FOURTH CANDLE 
Matthew 16:21-25 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen 
to you!” 
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will find it. 
 

EXTINGUISH THIRD CANDLE 
Matthew 26:17-30 
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” So the 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?” 
Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son 
of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 
Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
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When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

EXTINGUISH SECOND CANDLE 
Matthew 26:31-35  
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me 
three times.” 
But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other 
disciples said the same. 
 

EXTINGUISH LAST CANDLE 
Luke 22:39-46  
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On reaching the 
place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s 
throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; 
yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 
falling to the ground. 
When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from 
sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation.” 
 
Luke 22:47-53  
While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the 
Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are 
you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with 
our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 
But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had 
come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? Every day I 
was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—
when darkness reigns.” 
 
Matthew 26:56b  
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
 


