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December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 
www.AstoriaChurch.org 

REFLECTION 
“Advent is a time to seek to know Jesus more deeply 
in the light of his incarnation, while we identify with 
those people who, in Old Testament times, waited for 
the coming of the promised Messiah, trying to put 
ourselves in their shoes as we await the day when we 
celebrate the Nativity. But we are not called only to 
look to the past, but also to the future, preparing 
ourselves for the day when we see the Lord return to 
consummate his reign.”          – Josué Barrios 
 
PRELUDE 
“Make a way” 
Come, Son of God, and make us new; 
Light of the world, our hearts renew. 
Hope in our inner darkness lies: 
Oh, healing sun of justice rise! 
 
Come, promised since our Eden’s end; 
Child of the woman, come defend. 
Long have we felt the serpent’s sting: 
Come, strike his head, and mercy bring! 
 
O make a way! open wide the gates. 
O make a way! through the sorrow and the pain. 
O make a way! though the road is dark and winding. 
O come, come!                   Bluett, Wardell, Zach 
 
ADVENT MEDITATION I Corinthians 4:5 
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; 
wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what 
is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of 
the heart. At that time each will receive their praise 
from God. 
All: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.(2x) 
Truly our hope is in you; truly our hope is in you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 146:5-10 
Leader:  Happy are those whose help is the 

God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 
LORD their God, who made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them; who keeps faith forever;  

People:  Who executes justice for the 
oppressed; who gives food to the 
hungry. The LORD sets the 
prisoners free; 

Leader:  The LORD opens the eyes of the 
blind. The LORD lifts up those who 

are bowed down; the LORD loves the 
righteous. 

People:  The LORD watches over the 
strangers; he upholds the orphan 
and the widow, but the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin.  

All: The LORD will reign forever, your 
God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 
“Christ is coming!” (see insert) 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
“Come to us, Emmanuel” 
Come to us, Emmanuel, 
Christ, whose hope we now await, 
Whose birth the prophets did foretell, 
Come to us, we pray. 
Come to us, we pray.               Carol McClure 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION      Isaiah 30:15, 18 
In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness 
and trust is your strength, but you would have none of 
it. Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore 
he will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord 
is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O promised Christ: We are a world at war. Our 
peace depends on your coming. We are a sinful 
people. Our pardon depends on your coming. We 
are full of good intentions but weak at keeping 
promises; our only hope of doing God’s will is that 
you should come and help us do it. Lord Christ, 
Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, 
for your pardon, and for your grace. Even so: 
come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ADVENT SONG  
“Wait for the Lord” 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near, 
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart. 
 Taizé Community 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON Luke 1:77-79  
He gives his people the knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of our sins, because of the 
tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will 
come to us from heaven to shine on those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
“On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand”  
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie. 
 
All o’er those wide extended plains, shines one eternal day. 
There God the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away. 
I am bound (I am bound), I am bound (I am bound) 
I am bound for the Promised Land. (2x) 
 
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath,  
Can reach that healthful shore, 
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death,  
Are felt and feared no more. 
 
When shall I reach that happy place,  
And be forever blessed? 
When shall I see my Father’s face, and in his bosom rest?   

Christopher Miner; Samuel Stennett 
 
GOSPEL READING  Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 
Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene— during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
And all people will see God’s salvation.’”  
Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING  Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because 
of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for 
me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you 
in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long 
for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And 
this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE   
“Every ditch, every valley” 
A voice says “Cry out: All men are like grass. 
And their time of glory soon shall pass.   
But the word of God it will never die; 
Surely it will stand for eternity.” 
 
Every ditch and valley shall be raised up. 
Every hill and mountain be made low, 
Every rugged place will be made flat, 
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord. 
 
You who bring good news, raise your voice and shout 
Do not be afraid to speak the name of God. 
The hard days are gone, the debt has been paid. 
And the time has come to walk the righteous way. 
   Peter La Grande 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Malachi 3:1-4 NIV 
1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 
the LORD Almighty. 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can 
stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s 
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fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 
them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have 
men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and 
the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in 
former years. 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE  “Refiner’s Fire”   J. David Ellis 
 
MUSIC OF RESPONSE   
“I love the Lord” 
I love the Lord; he heard my cry 
And pitied every groan. 
Long as I live and troubles rise, 
I’ll hasten to his throne. 
 
I love the Lord; he heard my cry 
And chased my grief away. 
O let my heart no more despair 
While I have breath to pray.     Smallwood, arr. Larson 
                                                                                        
THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we 
honor and adore your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying: 
 
People:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!  
                Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                Glory be to you, O Lord, most high.Amen 
 
The Gloria Patri  (#735) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Come eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT 
“Rejoice, all ye believers” (see insert) 
 
BENEDICTION   Psalm 33:20-22  
We wait in hope for the LORD; 
    he is our help and our shield. 
In him our hearts rejoice, 
    for we trust in his holy name. 
May your unfailing rest upon us, O LORD, 
    even as we put our hope in you. 
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WELCOME TO 
ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
Our mission is to glorify God by learning of God, living in 

Christ, and loving God and our neighbors. 
 

WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM (Mixed Style) 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 

OFFICE:  22-07 Astoria Blvd., Cellar Entrance, Astoria, NY 11102 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE:  www.astoriachurch.org 
WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Building 

27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102 
PASTOR: J. David Ellis (david@astoriachurch.org) 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo (admin@astoriachurch.org) 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola (LLKickasola@yahoo.com) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Annette Scattoni 
(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 

  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: JC Cha 
(youth@astoriachurch.org) 

 

 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
VISITORS:  We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If 
you are a visitor to ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org 
to be added to our email list.  Or fill out a communication card at 
the Welcome Table (hard copy or QR code). We send out a 
weekly electronic newsletter and other announcement emails. 
 
CHOIRS:  The children’s and adult choirs will be rehearsing 
today.  Questions? Speak to Linnea Kickasola or email her at 
llkickasola@yahoo.com. 
 
LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE: Our Lessons and Carols 
service will be Sunday, December 19th at 7PM.  Please mark 
your calendars and join us for this special Christmas service. 
 
A FEW TUTORS STILL NEEDED:  Hillside Center for 
Education is still needing 2-3 more tutors.  Each tutor has the 
opportunity to invest in the life of a student, building confidence 
by helping them with homework, academic skills, and affirming 
their gifts. Tutors will meet virtually with students one or two 
times each week for an hour and fifteen minutes each 
session. Tutoring sessions are M – Th from 5:00 – 6:15 PM. This 
is a valuable experience and the Frederes would love for you to 
be a part of it! Sign up link is in the Tuesday newsletter. 
Questions?  Email Carin at cfredere@gmail.com. 
 
ADVENT OFFERING:   We have exceeded our goal!  We 
have raised $6,499.45 so far for the Basses!  Thanks for your 
generosity!  This year we are raising $3,500 for school needs 
($2,000 tuition for 20 students, $700 for teacher materials and 
student books, and $800 for a small swing and slide for the 
playground). Any funds raised above the $3,500 will go towards 
their capital campaign to buy land for the school in a village 
about 60 km away.  See the Tuesday newsletter for the Basse's 
latest newsletter.  The deadline for giving is TODAY, Sunday, 
December 5th.  Questions? Contact Annette Scattoni at 
gianlu19@yahoo.com. 
 
SAFE FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN CHRISTMAS 
PARTY:  If you would like to volunteer to help with SFFC's 
annual Christmas Party, it will take place 
on Saturday, December 11th, 12 pm-3 pm at Central 
Presbyterian Church, 593 Park Ave., New York, NY 10065 
(b/w E 64th/E65th Sts). They need help with setup, breakdown 
and picking up gifts to deliver to families that can't make the 
party. See link in the Tuesday newsletter to sign up to help or 
donate a gift! Questions? Contact Heidi Kaufmann at 
hjkaufmann@gmail.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATE - INTRO TO ACC CLASSES: Our next 
Intro to ACC Class will be on 2 Sundays, January 16th & 
January 23rd from 5-6:30PM.   These classes will be held on 
Zoom. Questions? Email Pastor David at 
david@astoriachurch.org.  Sign up link is in the newsletter. 
 
CHURCH FINANCES:  Thank you for your generous giving on 
Sundays in the offering basket, online and through sending in 
checks to our PO Box.  Please continue to give as the Lord leads 
you. 
 
MEMBER AND REGULAR ATTENDER NEWS: Email 
admin@astoriachurch.org with your news! 
 

Helpful Information: 
 

Children and Youth Ministries 
Currently we are only offering nursery services on Sundays.  We 
provide a children’s/youth bulletin for Pre-K and up. Our Youth 
Group meets on Fridays Sept - June.  See below for more info. 
 

Babies - Toddlers:  Nursery is provided for newborns – 4-year 
olds. New Parents must register in advance.  Link is in the 
newsletter (acckids@astoriachurch.org) 
Pre-K - Grade 2: We hope to relaunch soon. Annette Scattoni, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org 
Grades 3 - 5: We hope to relaunch soon. Annette Scattoni, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: JC Cha, 
youth@astoriachurch.org, on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, 
Bible study, and prayer. Email admin@astoriachurch.org for 
info. 
 

Physical, Financial, or Emotional Need 
Church leaders are available to meet with you if you have a 
need.  Please email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-
721-3440. For the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. 
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
(Saturdays) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach Ministries 
For info on service opportunities in Queens:  
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: admin@astoriachurch.org We are 
currently praying for new leadership. 
Info for men, contact: mensministry@astoriachurch.org 
 


