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REFLECTION 
“The more we think of the sinfulness of sin, the more 
wonderful the love of God will appear to us.” 

– Charles Octavius Boothe 
 
PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   from Psalm 112 
Praise the LORD. Blessed are those who fear the 
LORD, who find great delight in his commands.... 
Surely the righteous will never be shaken; they will be 
remembered forever. They will have no fear of bad 
news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
“Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” (see insert) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION Please reflect on each of the 
Ten Commandments after it is read. 
You shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol. 
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 
vain. 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness. 
You shall not covet. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    Galatians 4:4-7  
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a 
slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, 
God has made you also an heir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE   “Holy Spirit” 
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
Come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause your word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover ev'ry sin, 
In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 
 
Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made. 
Show your power once again on earth, 
Cause your church to hunger for your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our pray'rs arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ 
May be clear for all the world to see. 
 Townend and Getty 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 58:1-12 
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 
    Raise your voice like a trumpet. 
Declare to my people their rebellion 
    and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 
For day after day they seek me out; 
    they seem eager to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that does what is right 
    and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 
They ask me for just decisions 
    and seem eager for God to come near them. 
‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 
    ‘and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, 
    and you have not noticed?’ 
Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
    and exploit all your workers. 
Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
    and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today 
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    and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, 
    only a day for people to humble themselves? 
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed 
    and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? 
Is that what you call a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the LORD? 
Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
  and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
    and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 
If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
    and your night will become like the noonday. 
The LORD will guide you always; 
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
    and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  I Corinthians 2:1-12 
And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I 
came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human 
wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about 
God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with 
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I came to 
you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My 
message and my preaching were not with wise and 
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on 
human wisdom, but on God’s power. We do, 
however, speak a message of wisdom among the 

mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers 
of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we 
declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been 
hidden and that God destined for our glory before time 
began. None of the rulers of this age understood it, for 
if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. However, as it is written: 
“What no eye has seen, 
    what no ear has heard, 
and what no human mind has conceived”— 
the things God has prepared for those who love him— 
these are the things God has revealed to us by his 
Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep 
things of God. For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the 
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except 
the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so 
that we may understand what God has freely given 
us.  
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE  “Christ be all around me” 
As I rise, strength of God, go before, lift me up; 
As I wake, eyes of God, look upon, be my sight. 
 
As I wait, heart of God, satisfy and sustain; 
As I hear, voice of God, lead me on, be my guide, be 
my guide. 
 
Above and below me, before and behind me; 
In every eye that sees me, Christ, be all around me. 
Above and below me, before and behind me; 
In every eye that sees me, Christ, be all around me. 
 
As I go, hand of God, my defense, by my side; 
As I rest, breath of God, fall upon, bring me peace. 
Bring me peace. 
 
Oh, oh, Christ, be all around me.  
Oh, oh, Christ, be all around me. 
 
Your life, your death, your blood 
Was shed for every moment, every moment. 

Leonard, Mooring, Mooring, Jordan 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY         
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SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 5:13-20 NIV  
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the 
Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE   “The Law & the Kingdom”  J. David Ellis 
 
THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we 
honor and adore your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying: 
 
People:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!  
                Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
               Glory be to you, O Lord, most high. Amen 
 
 
 

The Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
 
Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Come eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Bread is gluten-free.  
Outer cups - juice. Inner rings - wine.  
Pre-sealed packages available upon request. 

 
“How sweet and awesome is the place” (see insert) 
 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT  
“Jesus, the light of the world” 
See the bright and morning star, 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 
He has risen in our hearts, 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 
 
Walk in the Light, beautiful Light; 
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. 
Shine all around us by day and by night, 
Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 
He’s the Lamp that lights our way, 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 
Step by step and day by day— 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 
 
No more darkness, no more night— 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 
He will shine forever bright, 
Jesus, the Light of the world! 

ELDERKIN; Bible and Elderkin 
 
BENEDICTION Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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WELCOME TO 

ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Our mission is to glorify God by learning of God, living in 
Christ, and loving God and our neighbors. 

 
WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM (Mixed Style) 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 
OFFICE:  22-07 Astoria Blvd., Cellar Entrance, Astoria, NY 11102 

PHONE: 718-721-3440 
WEBSITE:  www.astoriachurch.org 

WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Building 
27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102 

PASTOR: J. David Ellis (david@astoriachurch.org) 
MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo (admin@astoriachurch.org) 

WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola (music@astoriachurch.org) 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Anne Rojas 

(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 
  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: JC Cha 

(youth@astoriachurch.org) 
 

Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VISITORS: We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If 
you are a visitor to ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org 
to be added to our email list.  Or fill out a communication card at 
the Welcome Table (hard copy or QR code). We send out a 
weekly electronic newsletter and other announcement emails.  
 

NEEDED:  We need 2 more people to join our set up team b/c 
we are losing 2 members.  Please speak to Andrea or email her at 
admin@astoriachurch.org for more details.  Thank you! 
 

HERMENEUTICS CLASS - The art & science of biblical 
interpretation: Nine session class started last Sunday from 12:30-
2:00pm. It's not too late to join! ACC Office -- 22-07 Astoria 
Blvd (basement). Instructors: David Ellis & JC Cha. Just come to 
the office for class. 
 

COAT AND REUSABLE BAG DRIVE: Our partner 
organization, Hour Children Food Pantry, is helping with the 
practical needs of hundreds of migrant families who recently 
arrived in NYC. There is a vital need for winter coats for kids and 
adults (all sizes), used or new, as well as reusable bags. This is a 
great opportunity to show them God’s love at work through His 
people. Please bring any winter coats and bags to church with 
you. We will be collecting them on the following three Sundays: 
February 5th, 12th, and 19th. Please leave your donations next 
to the green bin for the Hour Children Food Pantry.  Have any 
questions? Contact Tina Liouzis 
at accsafeguarding@astoriachurch.org. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM: Interested in making an impact 
for Christ in the lives of teens? We are looking for adult members 
of ACC who would be interested in serving with the Youth Group 
Ministry. For more information, contact JC Cha 
at youth@astoriachurch.org 
 

WOMEN OF ACC: Join us at the Give 'n Take Boutique 
Saturday, Feb. 18th at 2:00PM. It's time to comb through your 
closet looking for new and gently used clothing, accessories, 
jewelry, purses, outerwear, and perfumes for the Give 'n 
Take*.  Each item you bring will yield a ticket for another item of 
your choice. Nothing to bring (hard to believe!) but you want to 
take something? We'll work something out. It'll be fun to see 
what's parted with become another's treasured find at the church 
office!  Questions? Contact: meg.given@cru.org. *Left over 
items will be donated to Hour Children. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER GATHERING: Come join 
us for an encouraging time of fellowship, sharing and prayer, 
Sundays at 9:30 am in the Synagogue chapel! If you have 
questions or prayer requests, please email Christine Hamel 
at chrissyhamel19@gmail.com.  
 

HELPS MINISTRY: Contact Kim at helps@astoriachurch.org if 
you have a practical need or if you would like to offer assistance. 
 

FOOD PANTRY:  Many are very food insecure and the need 
for food is great in NYC. Please bring nonperishable food on 
Sundays and place in the green bin. Thank you!! 
 
WINTER COMMUNITY GROUPS: It is not too late to join a 
CG.  There is a link in the newsletter to sign up for the new 
cycle of community groups. These groups are where 
community happens, relationships are built, our learning of 
God deepens, and prayers are offered for one another. 
 
 
MEMBER AND REGULAR ATTENDER NEWS: Email 
admin@astoriachurch.org or david@astoriachurch.org with 

Helpful Information: 
 

Children and Youth Ministries 
We provide nursery during our worship service. Two Sunday 
School classes happen on Sunday mornings. Our Youth Group 
meets on Fridays Sept - June.  The last Sunday of every month is 
Family Sunday (no classes provided) and a children’s bulletin is 
provided. See below for more info. 
 

God’s Seeds:  During worship. Nursery is provided for newborns 
– 3 year olds. New Parents must register in advance.  Link is in the 
newsletter.  Andrea Mungo, admin@astoriachurch.org. 
God’s Seedlings (Ages 3-6): During worship Sunday School 
class. Anne Rojas, acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
God’s Treasures (Ages 7-10): Sundays 9:30 – 10:20 a.m. Anne 
Rojas acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: JC Cha, youth@astoriachurch.org, 
on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, Bible 
study, and prayer. Email david@astoriachurch.org for info. 
 

Financial Need 
Members of the Diaconate team are available to meet with you if 
you have a financial need.  Please email 
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-721-3440.  
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
Saturdays 10-11:30AM (on zoom) and Wednesdays 6:30 – 8PM (in 
person) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach and Helps Ministries 
If you have a practical need, email Helps@astoriachurch.org. For 
the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. For info on 
service opportunities email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org  
Info for men, contact: david@astoriachurch.org 
 


