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May 15, 2022 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

www.AstoriaChurch.org

CALL TO WORSHIP       
Leader: This is the good news—the grave is 

empty; Christ is risen. 
People: Alleluia!   
Leader: This is the good news—the light 

shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness can never put it out. 

People: Alleluia!   
Leader: This is the good news—once we were 

no people; now we are God’s people. 
People: Alleluia!   
Leader: Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!   
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” (see insert) 
 
EASTER READING  John 20:24-31 
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the 
Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails 
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” Jesus performed 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name. 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE   "Speak, O Lord" 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you, 
To receive the food of your holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in your likeness; 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All your purposes for your glory. 
 
Teach us Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on your promises; 
And by faith we'll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, 'til your church is built 
As the earth is filled with your glory.  Townend: Getty 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION      II Corinthians 5:15  
And he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 
 
SPOKEN CONFESSION 
All: O Lord, this week I have often lived for myself 
and not for you. I have not loved always the things 
you love and hated the things you hate. Forgive me, 
for your mercy’s sake. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  II Corinthians 5:17, 21  
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come! God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE    
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy”   
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  
Like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in his justice  
Which is more than liberty. 
There is plentiful redemption  
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In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members  
In the sorrows of the Head. 
 
For the love of God is broader  
Than the measures of our mind, 
And the heart of the Eternal  
Is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more simple  
We should take him at his word, 
And our lives would all be resting  
In the goodness of our Lord. 
 
But we make his love too narrow  
By false limits of our own; 
And we magnify its strictness  
With a zeal he does not own. 
Was there ever kindest shepherd  
Half so gentle, half so sweet, 
As the Savior who would have us  
Come and gather round his feet? 
 
Fearful souls, why will you scatter  
Like a crowd of frightened sheep?  
Foolish hearts, why will you wander  
From a love so true and deep? 
There is welcome for the sinner  
And a promised grace made good; 
There is mercy with the Savior,  
There is healing in his blood.     ST HELENA; Faber 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face shine on us— 
so that your ways may be known on earth, 
    your salvation among all nations. 
May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
    for you rule the peoples with equity 
    and guide the nations of the earth. 
May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
The land yields its harvest; 
    God, our God, blesses us. 
May God bless us still, 
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain 
great and high, and showed me the Holy City, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God….Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of 
the great street of the city. On each side of the river 
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will 
there be any curse. The throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve 
him. They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. There will be no more night. They 
will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, 
for the Lord God will give them light. And they will 
reign for ever and ever. 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE  “Bless the Lord, O my soul” 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 
Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul, 
I'll worship your holy name. 
 
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning; 
It's time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 
You're rich in love and you're slow to anger; 
Your name is great and your heart is kind. 
For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near and my time has come, 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending, 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore. 

Redman, Myrin 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Acts 11:1-18 NIV 
1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea 
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of 
God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You 
went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 
4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the 
whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and 
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in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large 
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, 
and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and 
saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, 
reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me,’ 
‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 
8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do 
not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 
10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled 
up to heaven again. 
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me 
from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was 
staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation 
about going with them. These six brothers also went 
with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told 
us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and 
say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 
14 He will bring you a message through which you and 
all your household will be saved.’ 
15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them 
as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I 
remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave 
us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 
think that I could stand in God’s way?” 
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections 
and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles 
God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE  “Surprised by God’s grace” J. David Ellis 
 
THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we 
honor and adore your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying: 
 
 

People:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!  
                Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                Glory be to you, O Lord, most high.Amen 
 

The Gloria Patri  (#735) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
 

Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Come eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Bread is gluten-free.  
Outer cups - juice. Inner rings - wine.  
Pre-sealed packages available upon request. 

 
MUSIC OF MEDITATION  “Come, ye sinners” 
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,  
weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you,  
Full of pity, love, and pow'r. 
 
I will arise and go to Jesus,  
He will embrace me in his arms. 
In the arms of my dear Savior,  
O, there are ten thousand charms. 
 
Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream. 
All the fitness he requireth 
Is to feel your need of him. 

 
Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; 
Pleads the merit of his blood. 
Venture on him; venture wholly, 
Let no other trust intrude. 
 
Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Lost and ruined by the fall. 
If you tarry 'til you're better, 
You will never come at all.  Walker; Hart 
 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT   
“The strife is o’er, the battle done” (see insert) 
 
BENEDICTION Ephesians 2:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God....May the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 



 
 

4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO 
ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
Our mission is to glorify God by learning of God, living in 

Christ, and loving God and our neighbors. 
 

WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM (Mixed Style) 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 

OFFICE:  22-07 Astoria Blvd., Cellar Entrance, Astoria, NY 11102 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE:  www.astoriachurch.org 
WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Building 

27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102 
PASTOR: J. David Ellis (david@astoriachurch.org) 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo (admin@astoriachurch.org) 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola (LLKickasola@yahoo.com) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Annette Scattoni 
(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 

  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: JC Cha 
(youth@astoriachurch.org) 

 

 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VISITORS: We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If you 
are a visitor to ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org to be 
added to our email list.  Or fill out a communication card at the 
Welcome Table (hard copy or QR code). We send out a weekly 
electronic newsletter and other announcement emails. 
 
GOD'S SEEDLINGS GODLY PLAY CLASS:  The simulation 
class went well last Sunday, and 4 more people expressed interest in 
volunteering!  The class will launch in September.  We are sorry for 
the delay! The summer will be a time for the volunteer team to be 
trained and to form as a team.  And there is more purchasing 
of supplies and planning for the classroom space that needs to 
happen.  Please be praying for this team as they prepare to launch 
this class in the Fall!  Questions?  Please reach out to Annette at 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Saturday June 4th at 
9AM. IHOP (31st St near Ditmars). Registration link to come soon. 
 
INTRO TO ACC:  Sundays, June 5 & 12, 5:00-6:30PM.  A two-
part class for people interested in membership and/or learning more 
about Astoria Community Church. Meeting by zoom. Sign up link is 
in the Tuesday newsletter. 
 
SPRING COMMUNITY GROUPS:  Join a Community Group this 
spring! Zoom & in-person options available. Sign up link is in the 
Tuesday newsletter. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – VACATION BIBLE CLUB: We have 
already begun planning VBC!  It will be held the week of July 18 – 
22nd from 5:30 – 8:30 at Van Alst Playground (30th Ave & 21st St.)  
Questions?  Contact Judith Newlin at judith.newlin@gmail.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – KIDS’ CLUB: And if you are not available 
for VBC, there is another outreach opportunity with the Fredere’s 
ministry – Hillside Center for Education.  It will be held July 11 – 
15th from 5-7PM at Captain Tilly Park in Jamaica. Questions?  
Contact Carin Fredere at cfredere@gmail.com. 
 
ESL UPDATE:  Our	ESL	ministry	is	the	longest	running	
outreach	ministry	at	ACC.	And we are hoping to expand and offer 
a weekday evening class! 	We	have	applied	for	a	grant	with	City	
to	City	and	hope	to	hear	back	soon.		We	are	looking	for	people	
who	love	to	connect	with	new	people	and	help	with	basic	English	
conversational	skills.	We	will	be	going	back	to	in	person	in	the	
Fall	and	need	to	build	back	our	volunteer	team.		AND we have 
a specific need for an Admin person to manage our FB page, our 
email account, and registrations, all of which can be done from 
home.  If you are good administratively, please consider this 
volunteer role!  It will really help the teachers!		Speak	to	Annette,	
Annie	or	Andrea	if	you	are	interested.	Email	
QueensESL@gmail.com. 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  Many of our neighbors are very food insecure 
and the need for food is great.  Please bring nonperishable food on 
Sundays and place in the green bin. Thank you!! 
 
MEMBER AND REGULAR ATTENDER NEWS: Email 
admin@astoriachurch.org with your news! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helpful Information: 
 

Children and Youth Ministries 
We are currently providing nursery and a 3rd – 5th grade class. 
We provide a children’s bulletin for Pre-K and up. Our Youth 
Group meets on Fridays Sept - June.  See below for more info. 
 

Babies - Toddlers:  Nursery is provided for newborns – 4-year 
olds. New Parents must register in advance.  Link is in the 
newsletter (acckids@astoriachurch.org) 
God’s Seedlings (Pre-K - Grade 2): Godly Play Sunday 
School class.  Launching in September 2022. Annette Scattoni, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
God’s Treasures (3rd-5th grades): Sundays 9:30 a.m. – 10:20 
a.m. Annette Scattoni, acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: JC Cha, 
youth@astoriachurch.org, on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, 
Bible study, and prayer. Email david@astoriachurch.org for 
info. 
 

Physical, Financial, or Emotional Need 
Church leaders are available to meet with you if you have a 
need.  Please email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-
721-3440. For the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. 
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
(Saturdays) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach Ministries 
For info on service opportunities in Queens:  
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org  
Info for men, contact: david@astoriachurch.org 
 


