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May 24, 2020 – 11:15 am 
Ascension Sunday 

www.AstoriaChurch.org 

PRELUDE   
“Prayer brings you into a sacred partnership with 
Jesus Christ, the enthroned Son of God…. Christ is 
already enthroned at the right hand of the Father. 
What is He doing? He is reigning. But how is He 
reigning? Not by His scepter, but by prayer!”  

– Wesley L. Duewel 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP      from Psalm 47 
Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy   
Leader: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
People: the Lord amid the sounding of 

trumpets.   
Leader: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
People: Sing praises to our King, sing 

praises.   
Leader: For God is the King of all the earth; 
People: Sing to him a psalm of praise.   
Leader: God reigns over the nations; 
All: God is seated on his holy throne. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 
“Hail the day that sees him rise”  
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 
To his throne above the skies; Alleluia! 
Christ, the Lamb for sinner’s giv’n, Alleluia! 
Enters now the highest hieav’n. Alleluia! 
 
There for him high triumph waits; Alleluia! 
Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 
He hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia! 
Take the King of glory in! Alleluia! 
 
See, he lifts his hands above! Alleluia! 
See, he shows the prints of love! Alleluia! 
Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
Blessings on his church below. Alleluia! 
 
Lord, beyond our mortal sight, Alleluia! 
Raise our hearts to reach thy height; Alleluia! 
There thy face unclouded see, Alleluia! 
Find our heav’n of heav’ns in thee! Alleluia! 
 LLANFAIR; Charles Wesley 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 

ASCENSION READING     Acts 1:1-11 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 
Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, 
while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken 
up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky 
as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go 
into heaven.” 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE 
“Christ is alive! Let Christians sing” 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
His cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
In death his love shall never die. 
 
Christ is alive! No longer bound  
To distant years in Palestine, 
He comes to claim the here and now 
And conquer ev’ry place and time. 
 
Not throned afar, remotely high, 
Untouched, unmoved by human pains, 
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But daily, in the midst of life, 
Our Savior with the Father reigns 
 
Christ is alive! Ascended Lord— 
He rules the world his Father made, 
Till, in the end, his love adored 
Shall be to all the earth displayed.   TRURO; Wren 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us 
then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
All: We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to 
confess our lack of trust. While we sing of your 
lordship over all creation, we have too often acted 
as though you are powerless in the face of today’s 
events. Help us to live with confidence in your 
presence today and in hope for life with you 
forever. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT from Ephesians 2 
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us even when we were dead through 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Before the throne of God above” 
Before the throne of God above  
I have a strong, a perfect plea; 
A great High Priest whose name is Love,  
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands;  
My name is written on his heart 
I know that while in heaven he stands,  
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
 

When Satan tempts me to despair,  
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see him there,  
Who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died,  
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God, the Just, is satisfied  
To look on him and pardon me, 
To look on him and pardon me. 
 
Behold him there, the risen Lamb!  
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM,  
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with himself I cannot die;  
My soul is purchased by his blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high,  
With Christ my Savior and my God, 
With Christ my Savior and my God.    

Cook; Bancroft, CCLI#20219511 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  
From there he shall come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
ASCENSION DOXOLOGY 
“A hymn of glory let us sing” 
A hymn of glory let us sing! 
New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The holy apostolic band 
Upon the Mount of Olives stand. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
And with his faithful foll’wers see 
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Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
To whom shining angels cry, 
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“This is the Savior!” thus they say, 
“This is his glorious triumph day!” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
“You see him now, ascending high 
Up to the portals of the sky.” Alleluia! Alleluia! 
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 
Returning in great majesty.” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Give us your joy on earth, O Lord, 
In heav’n to be our great reward. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
When throned with you forever, we 
Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to you let earth accord: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 LASST UNS ERFREUEN; The Venerable Bede 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Psalm 93 
The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; 
    the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. 
He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
    your throne is established from of old; 
    you are from everlasting. 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
    the floods have lifted up their voice; 
    the floods lift up their roaring. 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
    more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
    majestic on high is the LORD! 
Your decrees are very sure; 
    holiness befits your house, 
    O LORD, forevermore. 
 
Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL READING   John 17:20-26 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those 
who will believe in me through their message, that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and 

I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one—I in them and you in me—so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me. “Father, I want those you have 
given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved 
me before the creation of the world. Righteous Father, 
though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me. I have made 
you known to them, and will continue to make you 
known in order that the love you have for me may be 
in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“He is exalted” 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high;  
I will praise him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted  
and I will praise his name! 
 
He is the Lord, forever his truth shall reign; 
Heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. 
   Twila Paris, CCLI#20219511 
 
MINISTRY REPORT 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
To donate to ACC visit astoriachurch.org or mail to 

P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, N.Y. 11102 
  
“Is he worthy?” 
Do you feel the world is broken? (We do) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? (We do) 
But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light 
from getting through? (We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new?  
(We do) 
 
Is all creation groaning? (It is) 
Is a new creation coming? (It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our 
midst? (It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is) 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
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The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom 
the slave 
Is he worthy? Is he worthy? 
Of all blessing and honor and glory 
Is he worthy of this? 
He is. 
 
Does the Father truly love us? (He does) 
Does the Spirit move among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah hold forever those he 
loves? (He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He 
does) 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom 
the slave 
From every people and tribe, every nation and tongue, 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign 
with the Son. 
Is worthy? Is he worthy of all blessing and honor and 
glory? 
Is he worthy of this? He is. 
   Andrew Peterson, CCLI#20219511 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Ephesians 1:15-23 ESV 
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him,18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great 
might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church,23which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE       “The Apostle’s Prayer”  J. David Ellis 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE  
 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT 
“Alleluia! sing to Jesus” 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone; 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion  
Thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation  
Hath redeemed us by his blood. 
Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! he is near us,  
Faith believes, nor questions how; 
Though the cloud from sight received him, 
When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, 
“I am with you evermore”? 
 
Alleluia! Bread of Heaven,  
Thou on earth our food, our stay! 
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to thee from day to day: 
Intercessor, friend of sinners,  
Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
Where the songs of all the sinless 
Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
Alleluia! King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own: 
Alleluia! born of Mary,  
Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
Thou within the veil hast entered, 
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 
Thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
In the Eucharistic feast. 
 
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone; 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion  
Thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation  
Hath redeemed us by his blood.    HYFRODOL; Dix 

 
BENEDICTION  Revelation 1:4-6    
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves 
us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 
ever! Amen. 
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WELCOME TO 
ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 

WORSHIP: Sundays, 9:30AM (mixed style) & 11:15AM (contemporary) 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 

OFFICE:  22-07 Astoria Blvd., Cellar Entrance, Astoria, NY 11102 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE:  www.astoriachurch.org 
WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Bldg 

27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102 
MINISTRY COORDINATOR:  Andrea Mungo (admin@astoriachurch.org) 

PASTOR: J. David Ellis (david@astoriachurch.org)   
ASSOCIATE PASTOR: Jeffrey Choi (jeffrey@astoriachurch.org) 

 
 

 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
 

Our mission is to proclaim the good news of 
 Jesus Christ to our neighbors,  

to welcome them into loving community,  
and to equip them to glorify God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
VISITORS:  We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If you are a 
visitor to ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org to be added to our 
email list.  We send out a weekly electronic newsletter. 
 
PASTORAL CARE:  Pastor David is available for Zoom meetings if you 
need to connect with him.  Give him a call or text him at 917-992-7062 to 
set up a meeting. 
 
ACC'S BLOG:  David continues to write 3-4 posts every week. Please 
keep reading and being encouraged! 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME OVER ZOOM:  Please join us for some 
fellowship time over Zoom right after the service from 12:30PM – 
1:30PM.  We’ve been having some great times of connecting!  You should 
have received an email this morning with the link and phone number to 
join. 
 
SUMMER BOOK STUDY:  Plans are in the works for a book study 
group this summer.  We will be reading and discussing the book 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Peter Scazzero.  More info to come 
soon! 
 
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT!  PRAYER MEETINGS:  We are 
meeting every Tuesday and Thursday at 7PM and every Thursday at noon 
for a devotional by Pastor David followed by a prayer time.  
 
GREAT NEWS!  ESL MINISTRY UPDATE:  We have 2 new co-
leaders/co-teachers for our ESL ministry!  Please welcome Annette 
Scattoni and Breanne Doyle.  Many thanks to them for committing to serve 
and practically love our neighbors! And we extend our deep gratitude to 
Judith for her 6 years of service! 
 
EASTER OUTREACH OFFERING:  THANK YOU ACC FOR 
GIVING!  As of Monday, May 18th, we have received $40,973.34.  We 
have exceeded our goal!!  Many thanks!! 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE: Thank you to all who have given online and sent 
in checks to our PO Box while we are not meeting in person.  Keep up the 
steady giving.  We're so thankful for your generosity!  Our mailing address 
is Astoria Community Church to PO Box 2102, Astoria, NY. 11102. 
 
 

 
 

DIACONATE ASSISTANCE:  If you are sick and in quarantine at home 
and have any practical needs such as groceries, medications to be picked up 
etc. please call Andrea at 917-605-4040 or email her at  
diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  We have a Healthy Helps Team ready to 
meet your practical needs. 
 
DIACONATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  If you have a financial 
need due to loss of income because of the COVID-19 NYS pause or any 
other reason, please call Andrea at 917-605-4040 or email her at 
diaconate@astoriachurch.org. 
 
FACE MASKS and GLOVES:  If anyone is in need of a face mask and/or 
gloves, please contact Andrea at 917-605-4040 or 
diaconate@astoriachurch.org. 
 
MEMBER NEWS:  Email David@astoriachurch.org or Andrea at 
admin@astoriachurch.org with your news! 
 
 
 
 
 

Helpful Information: 
 

Children and Youth Ministries 
Programs are available on Sundays for babies through 5th grade.  
Our Youth Group meets on Fridays.  See below for more info. 
 
Babies - Toddlers: Laurel Daniels (both services) 
(acckids@astoriachurch.org) 
Pre-K - Grade 2: Laurel Daniels (11:15 service only, no class 
on the 1st Sunday of the Month) (acckids@astoriachurch.org) 
Grades 3 - 5: Bryan Taylor (in between services) 
(bryantaylornyc@gmail.com) 
Grades 6 - 12: Jeffrey Choi (Fridays, Sept – June) 
(jeffrey@astoriachurch.org) 
 
Community Groups 
Small groups that meet in homes for fellowship, study, and 
prayer. Email: admin@astoriachurch.org for info 
 
Physical, Financial, or Emotional Need 
Church leaders are available to meet with you if you have a 
need.  Please email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-
721-3440. For the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com 
 
English as a Second Language Classes 
(Saturdays) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 
Outreach Ministries 
For info on service opportunities in Queens: 
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org 
 
Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org 
Info for men, contact: mensministry@astoriachurch.org 
 


