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REFLECTION 
“It is the identity that we ascribe to God out of doubt 
or faith in His Scriptures that will determine the 
identity we will give ourselves and ultimately the life 
that we inevitably live. If He is the Creator, then we 
are created. If He is Master, then we are servants. If 
He is love, then we are loved. If He is omnipotent, 
then we are not as powerful as we think. If He is 
omniscient, then there is nowhere to hide. If He 
cannot lie, then His promises are all true.” 

-- Jackie Hill Perry 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     Isaiah 12:4-5 
Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make 
known among the nations what he has done, and 
proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, 
for he has done glorious things; let this be known to 
all the world. 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  
“Holy, holy, holy” (see insert) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION from Psalm 80 
Leader:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you  
who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned  
upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and  
Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and  
come to save us! 
People:  Restore us, O God; let your face 

shine, that we might be saved. 
Leader:  O Lord God of hosts, how long will  
you be angry with your people’s prayers? You have  
fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears  
to drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our  
neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 
People:  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your 

face shine, that we may be saved. 
Leader:  But let your hand be upon the man at  
your right hand, the son of man you raised up for  
yourself. Then we will never turn back from you; give  
us life, and we will call on your name. 
People:  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your 

face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  John 3:17  
For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE  "Speak, O Lord" 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you, 
To receive the food of your holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in your likeness; 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All your purposes for your glory. 
 
Teach us Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, 
Cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we'll stand on your promises; 
And by faith we'll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, 'til your church is built 
As the earth is filled with your glory. 

Townend: Getty 
 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 12:49-56 
“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I 
wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 
completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there 
will be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three. They will be 
divided, father against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law.” He said to the crowd: 
“When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately 
you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. And when the 
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south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and 
it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you 
don’t know how to interpret this present time? 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on 
dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they 
were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after 
the army had marched around them for seven days. By 
faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the 
spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. 
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell 
about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about 
David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained 
what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge 
of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; 
and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign 
armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life 
again. There were others who were tortured, refusing 
to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by 
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by 
the sword. They went about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the 
world was not worthy of them. They wandered in 
deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in 
the ground. These were all commended for their faith, 
yet none of them received what had been promised, 
since God had planned something better for us so that 
only together with us would they be made perfect. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE   
“Rise up”  
For the lonely and forgotten,  
For the weary and distressed,  
For the widow and orphan,  
For the poor and the oppressed,  
For the stranger who has nothing  
Does their sorrow reach your ears?  
Do you hear? Do you hear?  
Rise up, rise up! The earth will fear the Lord  
When you avenge the poor.  
May your kingdom come. O rise up!  
 
Hear how Rachel, she is weeping.  
How she will not be consoled.  
And the children in our keeping,  
Are their bodies bought and sold?  
And the watchmen, he is sleeping.  
Do you now avert your eyes?  
Will you rise? Will you rise?  
 
As your will is done in heaven,  
Let it now be done below  
Let your daily bread be given,  
Let your kingdom seed be sown. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us, we cry! 
Will you rise? Will you rise?  
Rise up, rise up! The earth will fear the Lord  
when you avenge the poor.  
Rise up, rise up! And bare your holy arm  
to keep them safe from harm!  
May your kingdom come. O rise up!       Isaac Wardell 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY    “Thy Word” 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
 
When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way, 
Still you're there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as you are near. 
Please be near me to the end. 
  
I will not forget 
Your love for me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 
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Jesus, be my guide, 
And hold me to your side. 
I will love you to the end.    Grant and Smith 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 23:23-29 NIV 
23 “Am I only a God nearby,” 
declares the LORD, 
    “and not a God far away? 
24 Who can hide in secret places 
    so that I cannot see them?” 
declares the LORD. 
    “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 
declares the LORD. 
25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy 
lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a 
dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of 
these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of 
their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell 
one another will make my people forget my name, just 
as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal 
worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount 
the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it 
faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” 
declares the LORD. 29 “Is not my word like fire,” 
declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a 
rock in pieces? 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE  “The word like fire”  J. David Ellis 
 
THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we 
honor and adore your glorious name, evermore 
praising you and saying: 
 
People:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!  
                Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
                Glory be to you, O Lord, most high.Amen 
 
 

The Gloria Patri  (#735) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
 
Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Come eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Bread is gluten-free.  
Outer cups - juice. Inner rings - wine.  
Pre-sealed packages available upon request. 

 
“Jesus Messiah” 
He became sin, who knew no sin; 
That we might become his righteousness; 
He humbled himself, and carried the cross. 
Love so amazing, love so amazing. 
 
Jesus, Messiah; name above all names; 
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel. 
The rescue for sinners,  
The ransom from heaven; 
Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all. 
 
His body the bread, his blood the wine 
Broken and poured out, all for love. 
The whole earth trembled, 
And the veil was torn. 
Love so amazing; love so amazing. 
 
All our hope is in you, all our hope is in you; 
All the glory to you, God,  
The light of the world. 

Tomlin, Carson, Cash, Reeves 

 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT   
“Guide me, O thou great Jehovah” (see insert) 
 

BENEDICTION  2 Peter 1:2-3 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine 
power has given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who called us by 
his own glory and goodness. 
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WELCOME TO 
ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
Our mission is to glorify God by learning of God, living in 

Christ, and loving God and our neighbors. 
 

WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM (Mixed Style) 
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 

OFFICE:  22-07 Astoria Blvd., Cellar Entrance, Astoria, NY 11102 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE:  www.astoriachurch.org 
WORSHIP LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel Building 

27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102 
PASTOR: J. David Ellis (david@astoriachurch.org) 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo (admin@astoriachurch.org) 
WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola (LLKickasola@yahoo.com) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Annette Scattoni 
(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 

  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: JC Cha 
(youth@astoriachurch.org) 

 

 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
VISITORS: We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If 
you are a visitor to ACC, please email admin@astoriachurch.org 
to be added to our email list.  Or fill out a communication card at 
the Welcome Table (hard copy or QR code). We send out a 
weekly electronic newsletter and other announcement emails. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE:  Our new fiscal year began on July 
1.  For the month of July, we received $31,733 in tithes and 
offerings.  Our budget for July is $45,675.  Our shortfall is 
$13,942.  Please continue to give as the Lord leads you.  
 

 
 
LIVESTREAM SCHEDULE: Due to summer schedules, we 
will not be able to livestream the service on August 21, 28 and 
September 4.  Please try to plan to attend in person on those 
Sundays if you are able. 
 
SPIRITUAL FORMATION:  We will be starting up 
Community Groups and offering a class on Spiritual Gifts in 
September.  Stay tuned for the sign ups. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  The men’s ministry will be gathering on 
Saturday, September 10th 2022.  Stay tuned for a sign-up link. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE CHILDREN'S 
MINISTRY THIS FALL:  We are recruiting for at least one 
more volunteer for the God's Treasures Class (ages 7-10), that 
meets before the service from 9:30AM - 10:20AM.  We are also 
launching the Godly Play class (ages 3-6) in September.  We are 
still short a couple of volunteers.  These roles require ACC 
membership. Please contact Annette for more details at 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
 
ACI SYNAGOGUE BLOOD DRIVE:  The next blood drive 
will be on Sunday, August 28th from 10:30 -4:30PM in the 
basement fellowship hall.  No appointment necessary. 
 
FAITH AND FINANCES:  We will be offering this vital course 
on financial literacy from a Gospel perspective to ACC folks as 
well as those in our neighborhood.  We will have an interest 
meeting on Sunday, September 11th after service at the 
church office (lunch served).  Link to sign up is in the 
Tuesday newsletter. 
 
FALL ESL:  With the grant to expand our ESL ministry, we will 
need a team of volunteers to help on both Saturday mornings (on 
Zoom) and Wednesday evenings (in person) starting in the Fall. 
We will be having a Volunteer Meeting on Sunday, 
September 18th after the service in the synagogue. Link to sign 
up to volunteer is in the Tuesday newsletter. 
 
MEMBER AND REGULAR ATTENDER NEWS: Email 
admin@astoriachurch.org or david@astoriachurch.org with your 
news! 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  Many are still very food insecure and the 
need for food is great.  Please bring nonperishable food on 
Sundays and place in the green bin. Thank you!! 
 

Helpful Information: 
 

Children and Youth Ministries 
We are currently providing nursery during our worship service. 
We also provide a children’s bulletin for age 3 and up. Our 
Youth Group meets on Fridays Sept - June.  See below for more 
info. 
 

Babies - Toddlers:  Nursery is provided for newborns – 2-year 
olds. New Parents must register in advance.  Link is in the 
newsletter.  Annette Scattoni acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
God’s Seedlings (Ages 3-6): Godly Play Sunday School class.  
Launching in September 2022. Annette Scattoni, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
God’s Treasures (Ages 7-10): Sundays 9:30 – 10:20 a.m. 
Annette Scattoni, acckids@astoriachurch.org. 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: JC Cha, 
youth@astoriachurch.org, on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, 
Bible study, and prayer. Email david@astoriachurch.org for 
info. 
 

Physical, Financial, or Emotional Need 
Church leaders are available to meet with you if you have a 
need.  Please email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-
721-3440. For the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. 
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
Saturdays (zoom) Wednesdays (in person) Fall classes starting 
9/24 & 9/28.  Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach Ministries 
For info on service opportunities in Queens:  
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org  
Info for men, contact: david@astoriachurch.org 
 


