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Creating a Safe Church Culture:
Leaders Make the Difference

Mike Sloan, M.Div.
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“Behold lam ser'\"ding you
out.as sheep jp tﬁe'miclst
of wolves. Thergfgﬁre, be
wise as'serpentsand
innocent as déves.”

Matthew 10:16

"“Whoever
welcomes one
such child in my
name
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for a pretense m: ong prayers. T

receive the greater condemhatian.”

Mark 12:38-40
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"That Nassar will die in prison s little
comfort because the systems that
allowed...him to survive and thrive for so

many years remain very much alive.*

‘ Michigan State neads to waar this shame

- TheUndateated.com
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..offenders can recognize ideal ’

‘ - Dr. Anna Salter, Predators
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Goal: Build the necessary culture
where adults are educated
and empowered to protect

the vulnerable. GID
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'l consider church people easy to |

fool... they have a trust that comes

from being Christians.”
- - Convicted Child Abuser
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the YoutB
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Church System &

God judges leaders by whether
they establish safety and justice for
the most vulnerable, in a hame, a
church, or a nation.
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“Heaping oppression upon
oppression and deceit upon deceit
they refuse to know me."

- Jeremiah 9:6
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poor and needy and so all went well. Is
this not what it means to know me?*
- Jeremiah 22:116

Church System &

"Open your mouth for the mute, for the
rights of all who are destitute. Open your
mouth, judge righteously, defend
the rights of the poor and needy”

Proverbs 31
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God: Church leaders must
build a culture that connects
our particular faith to issues

of abuse.




"The Lord is a stronghold "...he does not forget
for the oppressed..." the cry of the afflicted.”

Psalm 9:9 . ™ Psalm 9:12

‘No one s to
approach any close —

relative to have sexud e #
with conviction aboutthe

relations. | am the

Lord.”

dignity an
children and

torms of abuse.

eed to he:

condemn ab




*You shall not wrong a sojourner or
oppress him, for you were sojourners

in the land of Egypt You shall not
mistreat any widow or fatherless

child. If you do mistreat them, and

they cry out to me, | will surely hear

their cry, and my wrath will burn, and ’
1 will kill you with the sword, and your
wives shall become widows and your

children fatherless” ——
Exodus 22:21-24
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Child Abuse is

a work of darkness.

“Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.

Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.

- Isaiah 1:17
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“For |, the Lord, love justice;”
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30d is light, andin Hi
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“The reason the Son of Ged

appeared was to destroy

the wakks of the gevil.”
»

-
John 58.

Jesus is "a light for the nations.”

What is the light Jesus brings?

e

Isaiah 42; Luke 4
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*1'am the Lord; | have called you in
rightecusness; | will take you by the
hand and keep you; | will give you as a
covenant for the people, a light for the
nations, to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out theprsoners fromthe |
dungeon, from the prison those wha sit

. o
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Behold my ngmll uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; | have put my Spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the
nations. -
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ﬁe will not gmnorlg

discouraged till he has established
justice in the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his law.

5.!&. want &maa willages,

teaching in thei synagogues and prackiming the
gospel of the kingdem and healng every disease and
evary affliction. Whan he saw tha crawds, he had
compagsion for tham, bacause they were harassed and
halpless, like sheap withaut a shephard.

Matthew 9:35.36
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protection of
the vulnerable

must oe

. Qriorty one.
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or make it heard in the street; a bruised
reed he will not break, and a faintly
burning wick he will not quench; he will

faithfully bring forth justice.

[“The Spirt of the Lord 1 upon me, because he |

has ancinted me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord's faver®
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=""We know one

instance of

"How much is a
little [child]
worth?”




Does the Bible address abuse?

Church System &

Mission: Church leaders must
build a culture that connects

> 'v‘rr

the mission and values of the
3 church to protecting the
! vulnerable.
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“for at one time you were darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light”

Ephesians 5:8

Church leaders must

ues of your
community in ways that
help all adults's
protecting the vulnerable
as fundamentalto

discipleship.
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the light of the world."

M q&vszm
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“Take no part in the unfruitful works
of darkness, but instead
expose them.”

Ephesians 5:11

Violence against womeq
and children is an

epidemic in our culture.

Silence is complicity.




“Thou shalt not cemmit

murder, thou shaft not
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Power: Church leaders must
build a culture where the
powerful are held
accountable.
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Ecclesiastes 4:1, "Again | saw all

the oppressions that are done

under the sun. And behold, the

tears of the oppressed, and

they had no one to comfort
“them! On the side of their ’

oppressors there was power,

and there was no one to
comfort them.” - “@
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Ezekiel 34 and the
Good Shepherd

*For he delivers the needy when he
calls, the poor and him who has no
helper. He has pity on the weak and

~ the needy, and saves the lives of the

needy. From oppression and vi
he redeems their life, and pr“

4 W8 must shif§@ur
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Why is passivity with regard
to abuse devastating?
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Faith leaders 28
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| must addressithe l
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“A pastor does not have to be a child abuser §
to do tremendous damage. Predators will
recognize systems where leadership will

Leaders must speak for the
vulnerable and demonstrate safe
 behavior toward the vulnerable.
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There is a difference between child

- protection and risk management.
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- Pro-active leadership on abuse is at
the heart of your calling as a pastor,
' elder, or other leader.

You cannot outsource
protecting the vulnerable.
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Church System &

¥
i Denial: Church leaders must ’.
build a culture that
. confronts denial about j
. .busein the community.
| | |
81

“I'm so glad we don't

have abuse in our

denomination.”

- Church Leader

How would yo
respond?

‘I just don't

believe he is

ap

u

capable of doing

that."

We must stand
against abuse
wherever it is
found,
especially in
our own

community.
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Denial

Fuels

Abuse

How would you

respond?
“That doesn't

happen in
churches like

ours.”

Survivor after

survivor has told
us they were not
believed in their

faith community.

The Polarization
In our country

feeds abuse.
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Common Abuse Myths
\ . DV Abuse Myths

Adult Sexual Assault Myths
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Offenders maintaining

significant involvement

\ with religious institutions

*had more sexual offense

23% of child
sex offenders

are "religious"”

Church System

Case Study 1
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In farth communities

abusers exploit
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Church System &

Education: Church leaders
must build a culture that
educates all within the
B community on all forms of
abuse.
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Sunlight is the best antiseptic.

Common Dynamics

that Make Faith
Communities

Vulnerable
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“What
happened to
us...he said that
was child

abuse.

o
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‘I have come into the world as light,
so that whoever believes in me may
not remain in darkness.”

JohnM2:44
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*Reform will come not
from power, but from truth”
4 - Richard Sipe
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The Safest Faith Community is
an Educated Faith Community
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“Behold | am ser;.ding you
out.as sheep jp the midst

of wolves. Ther'efg'jre, be
wise as'serpentsand
innécer\t’és téves”
Matthew 10:16
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“| don't know anyone who
has been abused, why do |
have to come?”
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‘I dont even want to think

about abuse, much spend my

morning in a training.”

o [

"I don’t work with the kids,
why do all adults need to
come to the training?”
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Perpetrated by
Other}ids

-

Over 80% of
sexual abuse

perpetrated .
‘ igolated,
none.
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Most Abuse Occurs

inthe Home

.6U'§:uf‘£ll 1y a

L o2

124

Many
Victims
Never
Tell
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All Adult Training:
ted Vigilance

non Ind

Behavior

Prevention Tools for Parents
Normal Disclezure
Examples of when to

polic MiBIsticn, or abuse
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Adult Abuse
Education:
Domestic
Violence
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Cycle of Abuse
=
= N
\

133

132

Warning Signs
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en ended questions and

arefully.
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¥ Adult Abuse
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Recommended Reading
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