
 
 
 

Sunday 17th May 2020 – Acts 5 
 
Hi kids and welcome back.  
 
This week we are going to continue with the book of Acts.  
Firstly, let’s set the scene…… 
 
In the last chapter we hear of the apostles telling everyone the great news about Jesus 
and believers were being added to their number daily. These believers were selling their 
houses and fields and giving all the money from the sale to the apostles. This was then 
used so that no-one did without anything. 
 
We pick up the story in Chapter 5. In verses 1-11 we meet a man named Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira. They too sold some of their land, but rather than giving all the money from 
the sale Ananias secretly kept some back for himself and his wife knew about this and said 
it was OK. 
 
Peter approached Ananias and asked him, “Why did you keep some of the money back for 
yourself?” Ananias was taken aback, because how could Peter know. Peter then went on 
to say, “You lied to God, not to men!” When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. 
Some young men came in, wrapped his body and took him away. 
 
3 hours later, his wife, who was totally oblivious to what had happened earlier, came 
home. Peter approached her and asked if the money they had given to the apostles was 
the amount they had received for the field. She lied and said “Yes”. Peter then asked, 
“Why did you and your husband agree to test the spirit of the Lord? Look! The men who 
buried your husband are at the door. They will carry you out.” At that moment she fell 
down and died and was buried alongside her husband. The whole church and others who 
heard about this were filled with fear. 
 
This story proves to us that God knows everything and yes, I do mean everything!! Every 
thought, every action, even what we are going to do next!  We can’t hide anything from 
Him. 
 
So if you are tempted to tell a lie, just like Sapphira did, God will know!! 
 
Let’s go back to the passage…. 
The apostles then continued to tell people about Jesus and with God’s Holy Spirit, they 
performed many signs and miracles. More and more people believed and started to bring 
those who were sick out onto the streets and laid them on mats, so that even if Peters 
shadow fell on them, they would be healed. 
 
Imagine that kind of power!!! That is more power than any superhero can have. That is 
what God’s power is like, that even a shadow can heal!! 
 



 
 
 

This made the High Priest and his friends called the Saducees (pronounced Sad-U-See!) 
very jealous. They arrested the apostles and put them in jail.  
But something amazing happened!! An angel of the Lord came and unlocked the doors 
and let them out! He told them to go to the Temple and preach the Good News about 
Jesus. 
 
The next day the High Priest and his friends called a meeting with the Jewish leaders. 
When they sent for the prisoners, they were told that the doors were locked but the men 
were not there. This confused them as they couldn’t understand how this could have 
happened. Someone came in and said that they had seen the men he had arrested, 
preaching in the temple. So, soldiers were sent to bring them to the meeting. They didn’t 
use force on them as the soldiers were frightened that they may get stoned as there were 
a lot of people who liked the apostles. 
 
The High Priest then questioned them.  
 
We read from verse 28 onwards….. 
 
28 “We gave you strict orders not to go on teaching in that name. But look what you have 
done! You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching. You are trying to make us responsible 
for this man’s death.” 29 Peter and the other apostles answered, “We must obey God, not 
men! 30 You killed Jesus. You hung him on a cross. But God, the same God our ancestors 
had, raised Jesus up from death! 31 Jesus is the one whom God raised to be on his right 
side. God made Jesus our leader and saviour. God did this so that all Jews could change 
their hearts and lives and have their sins forgiven. 32 We saw all these things happen. The 
Holy Spirit also proves that these things are true. God has given the Spirit to all who obey 
Him.” 
 
This made the Jewish leaders very angry and they wanted to kill the apostles. But, 
Gamaliel, a respected teacher of the Law, stood up and asked the apostles to leave the 
room for a minute. He told the Jewish leaders to think carefully before making a decision. 
He told them, “If the apostles plan came from man, it would fail, like numerous others 
before them. If their plan is from God though, you will not be able to stop them! You are 
best to leave them alone.” 
 
The Jewish leaders agreed with Gamaliel and when the apostles returned, they were 
beaten and given a warning not to speak the name of Jesus again. 
The apostles left full of joy because they were given the honour of suffering disgrace for 
Jesus. 
 
This made them tell everyone about the Good News of Jesus all the more!! 
 
So, we can learn from this, that sometimes we may face hard times in life, but God will 
always help us out.  We can all have the power of His Holy Spirit if we obey Him. 
 
In this time of lockdown, we are probably missing our friends and family, which is hard, but 
God can provide us with the hope that this will all end soon and we can be together again. 



 
 
 

His Holy Spirit can help us when we feel lonely or sad. We just have to ask and we will be 
full of joy again. 
 
So I challenge you, to ask for God’s Holy Spirit today to help you with whatever you need 
help with at this time. 
 
 
 

QUIZ 
 
 
1) Who kept some money for himself? 
 
ANANIAS 
 
2) Who was his wife? 
 
SAPPHIRA 
 
3) Where were the Apostles put when they were arrested? 
 
IN JAIL 
 
4) Who set the Apostles free from prison? 
 
AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 
 
5) Where did the Apostles go to preach? 
 
THE TEMPLE 
 
6) What were the High Priests friends called? 
 
THE SADUCEES 
 
7) Who was the respected teacher of the Law? 
 
GAMALIEL 
 
8) Who did the Apostles speak about? 
 
JESUS! 
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