
 
 
 

Sunday 20th September: Acts 18 
 
 
We are going to be looking at the nook of Acts again, this time chapter 18. 
 
Last time we heard about Paul the apostle being in the city of Athens. At the beginning of 
Acts 18, we read that Paul left Athens and went to the city of Corinth, which is also in 
Greece. Here he met a Jew called Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. They had to move to 
Corinth from Italy when the Roman emperor, Claudius, had ordered that all Jews must 
leave Rome. They were also followers of the Lord Jesus. Aquila and Priscilla were 
tentmakers and verse 3 tells us that Paul too was a tentmaker, so he stayed and worked 
with them. Paul told Jews and non-Jews, or Gentiles, the good news about Jesus while he 
was living and working in Corinth. 
 
Two other people whom we heard about previously, Silas and Timothy, came to join Paul 
in Corinth.  
 
Paul kept on telling the good news about believing in Jesus and showed from the 
scriptures that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah who God promised would come. The Jews 
would not accept this and said some evil things about Paul. He then told them, “if you are 
not saved, it will be your own fault!” This is the same for everyone! God wants us all to be 
saved by believing that Jesus died and rose again so that we can be forgiven for the 
wrong things that we have done and be able to go to heaven one day. We choose whether 
we wish to believe this good news. 
 
Paul then moved into a house next door to the Jewish meeting place, called a synagogue. 
The man who lived there, Titius Justus, was a follower of Jesus. Crispus, the leader of the 
synagogue, also became a follower and so did many other people in Corinth!  They 
believed and were baptised as a sign that they were now followers of Jesus.  
 
God then told Paul in a dream that he was to keep telling the good news about Jesus. He 
stayed in Corinth for 18 months teaching God’s word. Some Jews did not like the teaching 
and brought Paul before the local governor called Gallio. They accused him of teaching 
things about worshipping God that were against their law. The governor refused to listen 
and sent the Jews away. Some of the Greeks even beat up Sosthenes, who was now the 
leader of the synagogue, but Gallio the governor did not bother!  
 
Paul left Corinth along with Priscilla and Aquila. They all travelled to Ephesus, where Paul 
again spoke to the Jews about the Lord Jesus. He then sailed to Caesarea and went on to 
Antioch. Maybe you heard in an earlier lesson that believers in Jesus were first called 
Christians in Antioch.  
 
After this Paul went through the areas of Phrygia and Galatia encouraging the followers of 
Jesus, or disciples. There are maps on the Kids’ Church page where you can see and print 
maps of Paul’s journeys! 
 



 
 
 

Priscilla and Aquila stayed on in Ephesus. While they were there, a man called Apollos 
arrived. He was also a Jew who was a follower of Jesus. He came from Alexandria in 
Egypt. Apollos was a good teacher of the scriptures and spoke with great excitement 
about the Lord Jesus. But the only baptism he knew was the one taught by John the 
Baptist. John the Baptist had been given a special mission by God to tell about the coming 
Messiah who had been promised. Those who heard John the Baptist preach had been 
baptised showing that they had changed their hearts and lives as they looked for the 
Messiah, or Christ. Priscilla and Aquila explained to Apollos about the baptism Jesus 
Himself had taught. After Jesus died and had risen again, He told His disciples in Matthew 
chapter 28, verse 19, “go and make followers of all people in the world. Baptise them in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” They helped Apollos to understand 
the scriptures better. Priscilla and Aquila showed that they really were friends of Apollos by 
doing this! 
It is always good when people are able to explain to us what the Bible teaches! 
 
Apollos then wanted to travel to Southern Greece with the good news. Those who were 
believers in Jesus at Ephesus wrote a letter to the followers there asking them to accept 
him. So Apollos went there and helped the followers in Southern Greece very much. He 
also showed the Jews from the scriptures that Jesus is the Christ, or Messiah. 
 
 
 

Quiz 
 
 
Question 1 
 
Where did Paul go after he left Athens? 
 
Corinth.  
 
 
Question 2 
 
Who did Paul meet there? 
 
Aquila and Priscilla.  
 
 
Question 3 
 
What is a Jewish meeting place called? 
 
A synagogue.  
 
 



 
 
 

Question 4 
 
What job did Paul, Priscilla and Aquila all have? 
 
Tentmaker.  
 
 
Question 5 
 
Where did Paul, Priscilla and Aquila go after Corinth? 
 
Ephesus.  
 
 
Question 6 
 
Where were followers of Jesus first called Christians? 
 
Antioch.  
 
 
Question 7 
 
Who came to Ephesus? 
 
Apollos. 
 
 
Last question 
 
How did Priscilla and Aquila help Apollos? 
 
They helped him to understand the scriptures better as he only knew about the baptism of 
John the Baptist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                    

                                Bible Occupations in the book of Acts


___________, _____________ and ________________  were tentmakers. 

(chapter 18)


__________________ was a Roman centurion, or army officer.

 (chapter 10)


The _________________ _______________ was a treasurer, in charge of treasure for Candace. 
(chapter 8)


______________ was a leatherworker, sometimes called a tanner.

(chapter 10)


_____________ was a king who did wicked things.

(chapter 12)


__________ was a servant girl.

(chapter 12)


__________ sold purple cloth.

(chapter 16)
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