
 
 
 

Sunday 31st May  Acts 7:160  Stephens speech   
(reference to Mathew 13:123 parables)                                                        
 
Hi kids, we are going to continue our story today about Stephen. At the end of acts six we 
read that Stephen has been brought before the council and told to explain himself. 
Its important to understand that what Stephen says in chapter 7 is entirely led by God.  
Remember that at the end of chapter 6 we are told that his face changed to that of an 
angel.  Stephen is completely full of the Holy Spirit and because the Holy Spirit is God, 
what the people and the leaders heard Stephen saying was effectively God speaking to 
them. 
 
Stephen basically summarised the whole of Jewish history from Abraham to the prophets. 
He starts with Abraham and the promise that God made with him which was that he will 
have many descendants even though at that point he was 85 and didn’t have any children. 
He takes them through the life of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph who was sold as a slave to 
Egypt, by his brothers, where the Israelites would eventually also become slaves under 
Pharaoh. 
 
He explains how Moses, who born in Egypt during the time of Pharaoh, killed an Egyptian 
soldier and then ran away when he was 40. After quite some time, 40 years actually when 
Moses was 80, God then spoke to Moses from the burning bush and told him to go back to 
Egypt where God would deliver His people from slavery using miracles and wonders. 
 
He explains how God displayed himself to His people and gave them His words and 
commandments as they were travelling through the desert to the promised land, but then 
explains how they refused to trust and obey Him, even though they had seen all the 
miracles God had done.  The people’s hearts turned against God.  Worse than that, they 
actually wanted to return to Egypt and worship false gods.  
 
He explains how David and Solomon protected and built the house of God, but then tries 
to explain that God isn’t contained or limited to a building.  Rather he wants to live in our 
hearts which is the very teaching that Jesus gave. 
 
Stephen (or rather the Holy Spirit) tells them that throughout all time, God has warned 
them of their bad hearts but they simply would not listen. He reminds them that they 
persecuted every prophet that brought them the words of God.  Now they have gone a 
step further and murdered Jesus, the Son of God, who Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
David and the prophets pointed to. 
 
You see when God speaks, a persons heart will either be good, soft and ready to listen 
(like the good soil that Jesus speaks about in the parable of the sower), or hard and full of 
pride and therefore not willing to listen and accept (like the stony ground in the parable). 
These leaders were bad with hard hearts and refused to listen to God even though 
Stephen face was like that of an angel.  They did to Stephen what they did to Jesus and 
what they have always done – they killed him. 
 



 
 
 

But Stephen was like Jesus.  Similar to Jesus on the cross who said ‘Father forgive them’, 
so to Stephen, as he was being stoned, prayed ‘Lord, do not hold their sins against them’. 
A question for all of us:  what are our hearts going to be like?  When God gives us His 
word, how are we going to receive it?  
 

QUIZ 
 
1.Who was giving stephen his courage to speak  
A. The holy spirit 
 
2.What happens to our hearts when God speaks 
A.They will be soft to listen or hard and full of pride 
 
3.What was stephens face like 
A. that of an angel 
 
4.Where does God want to live 
A.In our hearts 
 
5.What did they do to Stephen 
A. Stoned him. 
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Stephen Was Brave





 
 
 

Unscramble the words 
 
 
 1.ARABMA 
 2.REDSEAL 
 3.HESPOJ 
 4.LAVESS 
 5.PETGY 
 6.SALEF 
 7.TEPHORP 
 8.REATH 
 9.HENPEST 
10.DONEST 
 
  



 
 
 

Unscramble the words               (Answers) 
 
 1.ABRAHAM 
 2.LEADERS 
 3.JOSEPH 
 4.SLAVES 
 5.EGYPT 
 6.FALSE 
 7.PROPHET 
 8.HEART 
 9.STEPHEN 
10.STONED 


