
 
 
 

Sunday 4th October 2020 – Acts 20 
 
We are going to continue with Paul’s journeys through the book of Acts and this week we 
are looking Chapter 20. 
 
Paul continued his travels through Macedonia and then onto southern Greece, where he 
stayed for three months. He was going to return to Syria by boat, but the Jews were 
plotting something against him, so he decided to go by land, back through Macedonia, with 
a group of men proclaiming the Good News as they went. They travelled onto Troas. 
On the first day of the week, a Sunday in this instance, Paul and the group met in an 
upstairs room and broke bread and ate together. This was likely to be like the communion 
believers take in our own church meetings. Jesus taught us to break bread to remember 
his body and drink wine to remember his blood, during his Last Supper before he was 
arrested and crucified. 
 
After they had broken bread, Paul talked to the group until midnight because he was 
leaving the next day. 
 
I wonder how many of you have stayed awake until midnight? That would be way past 
your bedtimes!! 
 
Whilst Paul was talking, a young man called Eutychus was sitting in the window. Because 
it was so late, he was falling into a deep sleep and……fell out of the window!! It was not 
the first floor, not even the second floor, but the third floor window!!  
As you can imagine, when they picked him up, he was dead. Paul knelt down beside him 
and put his arms around him. He said, “Don’t worry, he is alive now” They went back 
upstairs and broke bread again and Paul continued talking until the early hours of the 
morning.  
 
Staying up until midnight is one thing, but I bet you haven’t stayed awake all night long? I 
have done it a couple of times, but felt very groggy the next day!! 
 
When Paul left, they took the young man home and were greatly comforted. 
The group then sailed to Assos, whilst Paul travelled on foot. Then they all sailed to 
Miletus, stopping at various places on the way. 
 
Paul was hurrying to Jerusalem because he wanted to be there for Pentecost.  Before he 
left, he called the church elders from Ephesus to come to him. He told them about his life 
so far and how the Jews had been plotting against him. He knew he had to complete his 
mission, to tell the people the Good News about God’s grace before ending in Jerusalem. 
He had a feeling that jail would be waiting for him because the Holy Spirit had told him so. 
He gave the elders some wise words and asked them to be like shepherds to their flock, 
the church of God. He warned them of enemies who may want to destroy the flock, even 
people within the church itself! He reminded them of the things he had taught them and 
also the words that Jesus taught, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 



 
 
 

Paul then knelt with them and prayed. There were lots of tears because they knew this 
would be the last time they would see Paul. Paul knew what was going to happen next in 
his life…but you will need to come back next week to find out! 
 
 

Quiz 
 
Q 1 Where in today’s story did Paul travel to first? 
Macedonia 
 
Q2 How long did he stay in Southern Greece? 
Three months 
 
Q3 Why did he not sail to Syria? 
The Jews were planning something against him. 
 
Q4 In Troas, in the upstairs room, what did they do first? 
Broke bread 
 
Q5 Who fell out of the window? 
Eutychus 
 
Q6 When did Paul finish speaking? 
The early hours of the morning 
 
Q7 Why was Paul hurrying to Jerusalem? 
To be there for Pentecost 
 
Q8 Paul quoted Jesus to the church elders from Ephesus. What did he say? 
It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
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