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810 Newport Avenue, Gap, Pa 17527              Church Phone: (717) 442-4077 
Web Site: www.BellevueEPC.org 

 
    Church Office Hours 
    M-Th 8:00 am-2:00 pm 

Bellevue Presbyterian Church 
 

Second Sunday of Advent – December 4, 2022 
 

PRELUDE: “The First Noel”        arr. John Carter 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE TOLLING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE  

Responsive Litany 
During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Mighty 
God. 
 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures 
            forever.  
We look to the One in whom we find redemption. 
 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures 
            forever. 
We look to the One who forgives our sins. 
 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures 
            forever.  
We look to the One who overcomes the darkness. 
 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures  
            forever. 
We look to the One who has come to set us free. 
 You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures 
            forever. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Today we light two candles. The first candle reminds us of our 
hope in knowing Jesus as our Wonderful Counselor. The second 
candle reminds us of our joy, knowing that Jesus is our Mighty 
God. As we light the second candle we remember that even when 
we face trials, hardships and difficulties – our strength is found in 
what Christ has done. As we continue our Advent journey, let us 
rejoice in the One in who gives strength to the weary and power to 
the weak. 
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UNISON PRAYER 
Gracious Lord, remind us of your power throughout 
this Advent season. In times of weakness, remind us 
that you are the One who gives strength. In times of 
confusion, remind us that you are the One who reveals 
truth. In times of doubt, remind us that you are the One 
who gives hope. We thank you for being our Mighty 
God. We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

*HYMN: #245 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 

*INVOCATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION: 
Holy God, we rejoice to call you our God and Heavenly 
Father, who did not remain distant and aloof from us. In 
the birth of your Son, Jesus, you came to be Emmanuel, 
“God with us.” We rejoice that you came, and yet we 
often live as if you did not come. Our souls and our lives 
are not at peace. We are anxious about today and worry 
about tomorrow. We are slow to trust your promises. 
We waver in doubt and sin and unbelief. Forgive us. 
Break into our strongholds. Demolish our idols. 
Remove the obstacles to our trusting you fully. 
Establish us anew in the power of your love and 
strength, that the world might know by our witness and 
the work of our hands that the Savior has come, who is 
Christ the Lord. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Isaiah 53:11) 
The Prophet Isaiah described Jesus as the righteous servant 
who will justify many and carry our iniquities. 
 Thanks be to God for this incredible gift from 
           Emmanuel, Jesus!  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM: “Light the Advent Candle”           Davenport/Wagner 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
Children are dismissed for the Nursery and Children’s Church  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY: “Offertoire sur “Venez, divin Messie”de Montber 
 

DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all 
creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly 
host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Exodus 6:1-7 (Page 57)  
        John 3:16-18 (Page 1055) 

 

SERMON: Respond to God’s Coming in Jesus 

  Part two: “Believe What God Has Promised” 
Pastor Jim Farrell 

 

*HYMN: #552 “I Am Thine, O Lord” (vv. 1 & 2) 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

*HYMN: #552 “I Am Thine, O Lord” (vv. 3 & 4) 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE: “Toccata and Fugue in F Major”         D Buxtehude 
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SUNDAY SERVANTS 
Pastor Jim Farrell 
Pastor Brad Moger 

Dir. Of Children’s Ministries Kevin Wenrich 
Ruling Elder Tim Dougherty 

Director of Music/Choir Director Betsy Rabon 
Organist/Pianist Jonathan Jones 

Welcome Center – John and Linda Perella 
Ushers – Dwayne Houck, Matt Shaffer, 
               Daniel Garfinkle, John Harsh 

Soundboard – Steven Stoltzfus, Dave Ault 
Nursery – Duane & Tammy Groff 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Key Points: “Believe What God Has Promised”  
Exodus 6:1-7; John 3:16-18  

 
➢ The greatest thing God has ever said for His creatures to hear 

and respond to is JESUS!   

➢ A group of people did not create the Christian faith and decide 
to make Jesus the key figure.  No! As we just heard from John’s 
Gospel: God the Father who sent Jesus has himself given Jesus a 
commandment—what to say and what to speak. The Creator, God 
Almighty spoke fully and finally in and through Jesus, the 
Messiah.  

➢ There are four major things to consider about our response to 
God: The FIRST is God’s promise to save His people.  The 
root cause of the Exodus of the people from captivity and from 
the harsh slavery conditions was God acting according to His 
promises.  

➢ A SECOND thing is the necessity of believing.  This word: 

“believe” means “to be persuaded of, to place confidence in; it 

means to trust in; it signifies reliance upon not merely 

acceptance of.”   Beware and fight against the sin of unbelief. 

➢ A THIRD thing is the necessity of believing in Jesus.  The 
specificity of belief in Jesus is evident in the language of John 
3:16 – that whoever believes in Jesus. Literally “into Jesus” – “to 
the depths of Jesus.” 

➢ A FOURTH thing is the necessity of believing in Jesus for 

eternal life. Without belief in Jesus, to perish is at the end of 

the road. But whenever you believe and exercise trust into Jesus, 

the destination of destruction is wonderfully and forever 

changed. 

 

 

 
WELCOME         
Thank you for joining us to worship the Lord today.  If you have 
any questions, please ask one of our Welcome Center Hosts, a Pastor, 
or an Usher.  
 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 
If you would like to make use of our Assistive Listening devices, 
please pick one up at the Welcome Center.   
 

CHILDREN IN THE SERVICE 
Children of all ages are welcome in the worship service. Please 
welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their 
parents. We offer Nursery for ages 0-2. Children from 3 years of age 
through 2nd grade may join in Children’s Church following the 
Children’s Sermon for a Bible lesson and age-appropriate activities. 
They will return following the last hymn.             

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. we have classes for all ages. 
All are welcome to come study God’s Word. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Staff Schedule 
Pastor Brad – vacation   

December 25 – December 29 
 

 



 

Thank you to the Parmers for another delicious Thanksgiving breakfast. 
Everyone enjoyed the food, fellowship, and music. It was truly a blessing. 
 
 

Bellevue “NEWS & NOTES” – December 4, 2022 
 

COMMUNION – We invite all believers in Jesus Christ to celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Communion with us this morning.  We hold the bread 
(gluten free wafers are in the cup in the center of the bread plate) and 
grape juice until all are served.  Pre-packaged communion cups are 
available in Friendship Hall. Our Elders serving today are David Cole, 
Tim Dougherty, Frank Rotella, and Joshua Wolfe. 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS CANTATA “JOURNEY OF PROMISES” will be 
presented by our choir next Sunday, December 11th. This is a cantata by 
Joseph M. Martin that leads us on a journey which began in the hearts of 
devout prophets and culminates in the glorious celebration of Christmas. 
May the words and songs of the prophets and saints spur us onward and 
may the music of our lives invite the world to follow on this Journey of 
Promises. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – Please join us Sunday, 
December 11th for our annual Children's Christmas Program. Dinner is 
served at 5:00 pm with the program starting at 6:15 pm. The children 
have been working hard to learn their lines and the wonderful songs for 
the program, and we hope that you will join us as they tell the Christmas 
story in a fun and unique way. 
  

STAFF APPRECIATION SUNDAY – A long-time tradition at our 
church has been for the Personnel Committee and Session to invite the 
Bellevue family to contribute to Christmas gifts for our pastors and the 
entire staff. We are blessed with an amazing staff. They continuously 
share their time, skills, and talents, for the glory of God and for the many 
ministries at Bellevue. These monetary gifts will give us an opportunity 
to show our love and appreciation for the staff. If you wish to participate, 
please place your contribution in an envelope, label it Staff Gifts, and 
return it to Linda Perella or the office by next Sunday, December 11th. 
Gifts will be presented during the Worship Service the following Sunday. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT BELLEVUE – We worship this Christmas Eve 
with two services. The 6:00 pm service will again be geared towards 
families and those with children. It is a special service in the life of our 
church. The 8:00 pm will be our traditional candlelight and communion 
service that so many at Bellevue look forward to each year. Please join us 
at one of these services, as we worship together. 
 

BELLEVUE FAMILY TREE – The Bellevue Family tree is in the lobby 
with tags attached. Choose a tag and purchase a gift for someone in our 
church family or The Factory. Packages are to be returned with the tag 
attached by next Sunday, December 11th. Thank you for your 
generosity! The Deacons also need help to deliver the packages. Contact 
Mandy Doutrich if you are available to deliver the packages. 
 

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE – "Pastor Jim invites you to join him 
in the daily reading of the Scripture in 2023.  For the last 3 years he and 
Kathy have used "The Bible Project" for daily scripture reading. Check it 
out. You can download an app called ReadScripture that provides a daily 
reading schedule and the Bible text in ESV.  It also includes a simple 
pictorial video summary of each book.  Who will join us in 2023?  I hope 
it's you! If it is, please sign up at the Welcome Center. "Reading God's 
Word 2023." 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR               
SUNDAY        Second Sunday of Advent 
                                    -    9:00 a.m. – Sunday School 
 - 10:00 a.m. – Worship (Children’s Church)

 -    6:30 p.m. – YG Christmas Party 
MONDAY  -    6:00 p.m. – Bellevue Trotters 
  -    6:30 p.m. –  YAG 
WEDNESDAY  -    5:30 p.m. – Children’s Choir 

 -    6:15 p.m. – Resounding Joy Bell Choir 
  -    6:30 p.m. – Kingdom Kids 
  -   7:00 p.m. – Sr Choir  
THURSDAY -  10:00 a.m.  – Prayer Online 

 -    6:00 p.m. – Bellevue Trotters 

  
   

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

December 4 – Cantata Rehearsal – 11:45 am – 3:00 pm 
December 11 – Christmas Cantata 

December 11 – Children’s Christmas Dinner @ 5:00  
December 11 – Children’s Christmas Program @ 6:15 pm 

December 18 – Staff Appreciation & Poinsettia Sunday 
December 18 – Club 426 Christmas Party – 5:00 pm- 6:00 pm 

December 18 – YG Walmart Blessing – 6:30 pm 
December 25 – NO Sunday School 

January 1 – NO Sunday School 


