
 
 

 
 

 
 

March 19, 2020 
 

 
Hi, Bethel family and friends! 

 
I am so thankful for the Bible study and worship service we had on Sunday.  

I'm thankful for the guests who were in our service and the different ways 
God blessed our time together.  Our gathering was also in compliance with 

the guidelines set forth by the city of Austin.   

 
As the coronavirus continues to spread, concerns are increasing and 

additional restrictions are being implemented throughout our nation and in 
our city.  It is our responsibility as Christians and citizens to do our part to 

help safeguard public health.   
 

I met with our Deacons and Trustees last night to discuss this developing 
matter.  We humbly and passionately prayed to our Heavenly Father.  God 

filled our hearts with faith, hope and love.  We affirmed our trust and 
commitment in God.  He graciously gave us direction and unity in our 

decision-making on behalf of our church’s ministry.  
 

The city of Austin is now limiting community gatherings to 10 people to 
hopefully prevent the spread of COVID-19.  We are therefore suspending 

our worship services, Bible studies and social activities at the church 

until further notice.   
 

There are several things we can do during this time of social distancing to 
promote greater personal connection and interaction. 

 
1. The Deacons, Trustees and I will be more intentional about 

communicating with you via telephone calls and emails.  We 
encourage all of you to do the same.  A little effort by all us can 

heighten our sense of community during these uncertain times. 
 

2. I’ll be using videos on Facebook to share inspiration and insights. Do a 
search for Bethel Baptist Church and find our logo and address.  You’ll 

receive an email notifying you about each new post. 
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3. We are looking into the possibility of using Zoom for video 
conferencing if the current limit of 10 people for community gatherings 

is not changed in the near future.   
 

Another area of concern is our church finances.  There are two options 
available to us so we can be faithful in honoring God and supporting our 

church until we can resume our weekly offerings. 
 

1. We can mail our offering to the church. 
 

Bethel Baptist Church 
4420 Duval Road 

Austin, TX 78727 
 

2. We can utilize digital giving.   

 
A. Download the tithe.ly app and sign up for free.  

  
B. Use the giving option on the church website. 

 
bethelbaptistchurch.net 

 
We still have an awesome God who loves us.  We still have the Holy Spirit 

living within us.  We still have a personal Savior who has commissioned us 
to “go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:18-20).  Let’s continue to be the 

church, even while we can’t go to church as usual! 
 

Blessings,  
Gene  


