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Smishing, Vishing and Phishing   

No, these are not the names of 3 Bible characters who were thrown into a fiery furnace. They are forms of social 

engineering scams that all who use email or online resources have to deal with. It is a modern way of breaking the 8th 

commandment.  

In the past few months several of you in our Bethel Church family have received emails from someone posing as me. They 

are scams as described in this 2019 article by Colleen Tressler: 

We’re seeing a new spin on gift card scams. This time, scammers are pretending to be a pastor, rabbi, priest, imam, or bishop. 

They’re asking worshipers for gift card contributions for a worthy cause. Appeals are often made by email, but we’ve heard people are 

also getting texts and phone calls, too. 

The bogus emails often include the name of the local pastor and a legitimate looking email address. But a closer look should raise 

some red flags. For example, the email address isn’t the one normally used by the church, and the service provider is different, too. 

The message may begin with a simple “Hi,” but doesn’t include a recipients’ name. There also may be spelling errors, including the 

pastor’s name. 

The imposter asks you to buy a popular gift card — frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon — and then asks for the gift card 

number and PIN on the back of the card. Those numbers let the scammer immediately get the money you loaded onto the card. And 

once that’s done, the scammer and your money are gone, usually without a trace. 

Both I and the church office have changed our passwords but there is not much we can do to prevent this particular scam. 

So, we remind you to be careful. Call or text us (as many of you did – thanks!) to ask about the message. Thanks so much 

for your patience and understanding in this. Please let us know if you have questions or concerns. 

Pastor Don 

 

Christmas Stewardship Banquet 2021 

Please plan on joining us for our annual Stewardship Banquet on Sunday, December 5 @ 5:00 
pm. 

We will start the evening off with a carry-in dinner.  We ask everyone to participate by bringing a 
main dish to share.  Those with last names beginning with A-L bring a salad and/or a dessert and 
those with last names beginning with M-Z bring a side dish and/or dessert.  However, if you have 
a ‘specialty’ dish but your name didn’t fit the category – go ahead and bring your favorite 
creation to share with us all!  

There will be a few of our own doing special music for us during the evening!   

Each year, the elders choose several worthy projects for our giving at the end of the year.  For 
2021, those projects are LifeWise Academy @ West Central, Baptist Children’s Home and the Chad 
Media Project.  You will be able to learn more about each of these projects at the banquet.  

We will also have our Giving Tree ready for you to grab some ornaments.  We will be blessing 
some children with BCH as well as a local family which we have “adopted” this year.   

Please come ready to enjoy some fellowship and some wonderful food!   

 

If you were asked by 
Laura Scott to bring a 
nativity display for the 
banquet on Sunday, 
please bring it to the 
church anytime Friday 
between 4pm to 8pm or 
Saturday morning from 
9am to 10am.  If you 
have any questions, 
please contact Laura 
Scott.   
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 P R A Y E R  

Alvin Stout:  Alvin is a local farmer/neighbor to 
Bethel.  He was diagnosed with lung cancer on 
11/1/21. Alvin is now back in Winamac at the Health 
Care Center on hospice.  Please continue in prayer 
for Alvin and his family during this time. 

Please be in prayer for those who have lost loved 
ones this year.  Pray for the Bendorf family at the 
loss of Pastor Darrell Bendorf this past week.   

Pray for our children & teens as they are faced with 
many different challenges as they grow.  Pray that 
they would have a deep commitment & passion to 
follow Christ.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happening this week: 

Wednesday, December 1:  Simple Supper/Family Night @ 5:30 
pm 

Saturday, December 4:  Ladies Bible Study @ 9:00 am  

Sunday, December 5:  Morning Worship Service @ 9:15 am,  
Sunday School Hour @ 10:45 am 

Sunday, December 5:  Stewardship Banquet @ 5:00 pm 

Council Meeting:  Wednesday, December 8 @ 7:45 pm 

 

Youth Ministry Updates 

• Christmas Shopping Mall Trip - Sun, Dec 
5 (afternoon) - If there are any teens 
interested in going, please let Pastor 
Matt know by noon Thursday. 

• Bair Lake Winter Retreat - Sat, Jan 8-
Sun, Jan 9 - registration opens 12/2 and 
closes 12/15. You can register online 
at www.bethelbiblechurch.org/youth-
group. 

 

An update from our missionaries Tony and Kathy Pepe 
from their 11/26 prayer letter: 

“In our last update, we mentioned the Lord’s provisions for us which 
had allowed us to begin plans for a furlough in early 2022. Since 
then, our plans have been gradually coming together. We now 
have our furlough schedule pretty much in place. As we mentioned 
in an earlier update, a supporting church in our home area of 
Michigan has graciously offered us a missionary home for the 
duration of our time there. A need that still remains is a vehicle for 
our use during our furlough. We have been looking into a long-
term rental which might be the best option all things considered. 
However, it will obviously be quite an additional expense for us. We 
would be so grateful if you would like to help meet this financial 
need. Please let us know.  

We continue to ask you to pray for our church family here in Bar-
sur-Seine as we prepare to leave for a period of time. Pray that the 
transition from us to Steve and Julie would be smooth. We consider 
this to be an enriching time for them to see and learn from other 
godly servants.  

For those who have been praying for Mahla, our Iranian sister 
seeking asylum in France, she received the decision of the court this 
past Wednesday. Her request was not granted. However, she has 
the possibility of making an appeal. She is quite discouraged as the 
process drags on. Pray that her faith remains strong. She is definitely 
being tested.” 

 

Christmas Open House 
 

 
 

 

Children’s Sunday School update: 
For the month of December, the elementary age classes will 
meet together in the west fellowship with Sandi Gagnon and 
her crew. Thank you so much to MaryAnn, Sondra, Patti, and 
Dana for your time teaching this fall!  A special thanks to 
Natalie and Angie for your continued ministry to the pre-
schoolers! 
 

The church is invited 
to a Christmas open 
house at the Dodd 
home hosted by the 
Dodds & Whipples 
on Saturday, 
December 18 from 
2:00-5:00 pm. 
Please come and 
celebrate Jesus’ birth 
with us! 
 

  

Christmas 
Caroling will be 
Wednesday, Dec. 
15. We will have a 
soup dinner at 
5:30 and then split 
into groups to go 
caroling. Please 
bring some goodies 
to help us make 
bags for each 
person we carol to. 
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