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THE BETHEL CONNECTION                         December 14, 2022 
 

Lead Pastor:  Don Whipple; whip1030@gmail.com; 765.404.6070 

Associate Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com; 419.572.6842 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 

Bethel Bible Church 6966 West SR 14 Winamac, IN 46996 

 

 

 

PRAYER 
Char Norrick:  Char is back in 
Winamac, at the hospital.  Please 
continue to pray for her recovery as 
well as for the family as they care for 
her.   

Continue to remember Janice 
Whybrew, Carrie Fritz & Faye 
Fagner as they all face different 
health issues.   

 

STEWARDSHIP GIVING: 

One more recap on our giving projects for this year: 

• Salt & Light Christian Fellowship @ Purdue University 
• Bethesda Outreach 
• Retirement Offering for Pastor Don & Sue 

All giving needs to be in the church office by December 31, 2022. 

Partnership and Partaking  

What an incredible 5 weeks it has been for Bethel! The baptisms of Tim, Kelly and Reuben, getting to know Aaron and 
Felicity Holt better and now rejoicing in God’s provision of them joining the Bethel pastoral team. We praise and thank 
God with you for his strong and kind hand on our Bethel church family in so many ways. 

We are both humbled and happy by all of the expressions of honor and love we received on and around the “Influence 
and Investment’ Sunday. We sincerely thank God and the Bethel Church family for these years of partnering together in 
the work of the gospel as well as partaking together of God’s grace in it’s many forms for our own growth and joy. While 
we will stay in touch, we will miss the weekly gatherings where together we gather around the word, the table, worship 
and prayer – partaking of God’s enabling grace together.  

A special thanks to Pastor Matt, the elders, Melody and others who led the way to honor us as we retire from vocational 
pastoral ministry. A huge thanks for all the cards, gifts and kind words that overwhelmed us and made us feel well loved. 
We look forward to worshipping with you all on January 22 when we plan to be a part of a special service officially 
‘installing’ Matt as the Lead Pastor. Our prayer for you all is that of the Apostle found in Philippians 1:9-11. 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Our love and gratitude to you all, 

Don and Sue 

 

 

ADDRESS CHANGES! 

Don & Sue Whipple 
1225 Ocala Ave 

Lafayette, IN 47905 
 

Melody Perez 
6939 East  75 North 
Kewanna, IN 46939 

Thank you so 
much to all who 
have helped 
with our move—
in one way or 
another!  We are 
overwhelmed 
with your 
generosity! 

Please take some 
time to look at 

your addresses in 
the directory.  

There have been 
several mistakes 

(from me😊).  We 
want to ensure 

that your 
information is 

correct.   
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK: 

Wednesday, December 14:  Souper Supper @ 5:30 pm, Christmas Caroling @ 6:00 pm  

Sunday, December 18:  Worship service @ 9:15 am; Sunday School @ 10:45 pm 

 

We Prayed, God Answered 
 
Over the past half of year, we have been praying for God’s guidance and wisdom to be given to us as we 
looked for our next Associate Pastor. God has been faithful every step of the way. In October, God introduced us 
to Aaron and Felicity Holt. It has been a joy to get to know them over the past couple of months. Last Sunday, 
we voted to call Aaron as our next Associate Pastor with an overwhelmingly positive vote (98.5%). After some 
time to prayerfully consider our offer, Aaron and Felicity joyfully and eagerly aggreged to accept. Before we 
think of the future, let’s pause and thank God for answering our prayers. 
 
We now have a number of things to navigate. Here are some ways you can pray and be involved as we 
anticipate the next stage in this saga. 

• Pray for Aaron as he wraps up his ministry at Beacon Baptist Church and hands off his pastoral 
responsibilities. Pray that he would finish well and that Beacon and its ministries would flourish. 

• Pray for God’s timing in moving to the Pulaski County area and starting here at Bethel. Numerous 
logistical things need to be considered as the Holts plan to uproot and move. How and when to assume 
specific responsibilities in our church will need to be tackled at the Elder level once they arrive. As we 
always do, we need discernment that comes from God. So please continue to pray for all involved as 
God is sought and decisions are made. 

• Keep your eyes and ears open for favorable living arrangements–whether that be temporary or 
permanent. The housing market presents a challenge at the moment. But this is not a challenge for God. 
God has led us and the Holts thus far and He will continue to do so. We must trust him together. As we 
do so, let’s also commit together to help the Holts plant their roots here. Do you know of an apartment 
where a family of five could temporarily live while looking for something that would meet their long-
term needs? Or do you know of a house that the Holts could call home? If you have questions or 
suggestions, reach out to Aaron. You can reach him at (618) 534-1095 or aaronholt2112@gmail.com. 

 
Thanks again Bethel family for being a part of the process. Let’s expect God to work in us and through us in 
these situations. To God be the glory! 
 

The Holidays are quickly approaching!  Here 
are a few things to remember over the next 
couple of weeks:   

• Angel Tree gifts should be at the church no 
later than Sunday, December 18 as they are 
being delivered that day. 

• Worship service on Sunday, December 25 is at 
10:00 am.  There will be no Sunday School. 

• Youth Group Lock-in December 30th from 
8:00 pm-7:00 am 

• All Stewardship gifts/offering should be in the 
office by December 31. 

• Worship service on Sunday, January 1 is at 
10:00 am.  There will be no Sunday School.  

• Family Night will resume Wednesday, 
January 11. 
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