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PRAYER 
Char Norrick:  Char had heart bypass surgery last week.  She had a procedure done yesterday to remove some fluid 
from her lungs.  Pray for Char, Don & the family as they are on this journey.  Pray for wisdom for the doctors & nurses 
caring for Char.   

Lance Alexander—brother of Amber Helt:  Lance has been diagnosed with cancer.  He will be going through 
chemotherapy in the coming weeks.  Pray that God would protect his mind & body, as this is his second time facing 
cancer.   

Associate Pastor Search:  Thanks for continuing to pray for the next man that God would have as our Associate 
Pastor.  Pray for this weekend as the Holt family will be with us; pray that God would be clear in His direction.  

Continue to remember Janice Whybrew, Carrie Fritz & Faye Fagner as they all face different health issues.   

Associate Pastor Search – We have a Candidate! 

Praise be to God, after much prayer and hard work by 
our Search Team and leadership we are happy to 
announce the following recommendation from our 
Elders: 

The Elders unanimously recommend to the Bethel 
church family that we invite Aaron Holt to candidate for 

the position of Associate Pastor on December 11th at 
which time a vote will be taken by the congregation to 

extend a call to him to serve as our Associate Pastor with 
a compensation package approved by the Elders and 

Finance Committee. 

Sunday December 11 at Bethel is essentially a decision-
making time. We will hear Aaron preach again, have 
opportunity to ask him and Felicity any questions we 
may have and then have a congregational vote to 
determine if we believe he is the person God has 
brought our way to serve on our pastoral team.  

We encourage you to continue to pray for God’s 
direction, plan to be here the 11th and share any 
questions or concerns you may have with our elders in 
preparation for this important Sunday. Contact the 
church office if you need help finding links to sermons or 
Q&A times over the past few weeks. 

These are exciting days at Bethel as we experience God 
knitting our hearts together with a renewed sense of 
unity and gospel enthusiasm. We thank God for you! 

 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 

Be sure that you grab an envelope from 
the Giving Tree!  We still have plenty left!  
The gift idea is on the outside of the 
envelope with the name inside.  We have 
3 families that we have adopted this year 
and each family is color-coded. Please 
attach the name inside of the envelope 
on your gifts.  We need your gifts back at 
the church by Wednesday, December 14.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Melody.                        

STEWARDSHIP GIVING: 

One more recap on our giving projects for 
this year: 

• Salt & Light Christian Fellowship @ 
Purdue University 

• Bethesda Outreach 
• Retirement Offering for Pastor Don & 

Sue 

All giving needs to be in the church office by 
December 31, 2022.   
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK: 

Wednesday, December 7:  Mom2Mom @ 9:30 am, Simple Supper @ 5:30 pm, Family Night @ 6:00 pm,  

Sunday, December 11:  Worship service @ 9:15 am; Sunday School @ 10:45 am—BBC members vote on Associate 
Pastor position; Baby Shower for Tess Sturgell 

 

UPCOMING BBC EVENTS: 

• Wednesday, December 7:  Simple Supper, Family Night 
• Sunday, December 11:  Worship Service, Sunday School Hour with vote for Associate Pastor position, Baby 

Shower for Tess Sturgell 
• Wednesday, December 14:  Christmas Caroling (soup @ 5:30 pm, caroling @ 6:00 pm), Youth Group 

Christmas Party 
• Sunday, December 25:  Worship Service @ 10:00 am—NO Sunday School Hour 
• Friday, December 30:  Youth Group Lock-in—begins @ 8:00 pm Friday and ends 7:00 am Saturday. 
• Sunday, January 1:  Worship Service @ 10:00 am—NO Sunday School Hour 

A Word from Pastor Matt 
These are indeed some exciting days at Bethel. I want to take a moment to look back on last Sunday and then 
look ahead to this Sunday.  
First, let’s look back at last Sunday. Last Sunday was special for so many reasons. It was so neat to hear stories of 
God’s work in our lives through the ministry of Pastor Don and Sue. It was special to hear Pastor Don talk about 
the joy of partnering with Bethel as a pastor over these last few years. How sweet it is when a church and its 
pastors can relate with one another in such a way that God gets the glory and we get joy! Thanks to everyone in 
our church family that made this a meaningful weekend to bless the Whipples. 
Now, let’s look ahead to this Sunday. This Sunday we face a decision as a church – the congregation will face a 
vote to call Aaron Holt as our next Associate Pastor. From the very beginning, you all have been extremely 
supportive and encouraging to me and my family. The elders, search team, and many members of Bethel have 
continually made issues involving my relationship with the next Associate Pastor a vital part in the search 
process. In addition to the non-negotiable, biblical qualifications of being a pastor, personality, giftings, and 
experience where also taken into consideration as a way to safe-guard prior commitments you as a church have 
made with me and I with you. For this I am extremely humbled and grateful. Therefore, in light of the upcoming 
vote and your concerns for my well-being I would like to briefly share my observations regarding the potential of 
working with Aaron in the future. 
Aaron and I share a number of things in common. Our philosophy of ministry–the way we see how different 
parts of the church work together to accomplish the mission of the church–aligns well. We see the ministry of the 
Word of God as central to the flourishment of the church. We agree that one of the primary roles of a pastor is to 
lead by example. We both desire to work as a part of a dynamic team. We share a desire to see a family 
discipleship model of ministry that emphasizes the parents’ role as the primary disciplers of their children and the 
church’s role as supplemental to their efforts. 
While we have many things in common, we do have some differences. However, these differences are not in 
areas that would slow-down gospel ministry at Bethel, but would rather enhance it. Our personalities are 
different (extraverted vs. introverted). The way we process things is different (verbal processor vs. written 
processor). The way we plan is different (vision oriented vs. detailed oriented). Again, I see these differences as a 
plus and a complementary to each other. 
I would welcome the chance to work with Aaron at Bethel. I see in Aaron a desire to learn, to be taught, and to 
grow. This is the right platform to minister from because it is one of humility that allows God’s grace to intervene 
in ways it otherwise would not. So, let’s continue to keep this decision in prayer asking God for His will and a 
God-wrought unity in our church family. Finally, there will be another Q&A time before the vote for you to ask 
Aaron questions. We encourage questions to be submitted to Mike McKay ahead of time. You can reach him 
through email (mike@sober-nomad.com) or cell (219) 954-0063. Thanks for being a part of this important 
process. 
 
Matthew Dodd 
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