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THE BETHEL CONNECTION            February 23, 2022 
Lead Pastor:  Don Whipple;  whip1030@gmail.com;  765.404.6070 

Associate Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com ; 419.572.6842 
Director of Kid’s Ministries:  Kelly Hines; bethelbiblekids@gmail.com; 765.210.1206 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 
Bethel Bible Church  6966 West SR 14  Winamac, IN 46996 

P R A Y E R  
Please pray for Bob Fritz.  He is scheduled for a watchman procedure on his heart next Thursday.  Pray for wisdom and steady hands for 
those involved in his procedure.  Pray for Carrie as she continues to lovingly care for Bob.   

Pray for Lois Lau.  She has a doctor’s appointment this week and will begin treatments in Winamac next Tuesday.  Pray for God’s great 
love and mercy to be shown to Lois during this time.  

Pray for Virginia Barr.  Virginia is at the Pulaski Health Care Center.  Feel free to take the time to write her a letter/send her a card of 
encouragement!  The address is 624 East 13th St., Winamac, IN 46996. 

 

Pulpit Exchange . . . on 
Sunday February 27, 
Pastor Don and Pastor 
Ryan Eaton from 
Fellowship Baptist will 
switch pulpits or lecterns . . 
. you get the picture. God 
is at work in our county 
and various communities 
through our wonderful 
sister churches. We want to 
use this exchange as an 
opportunity to raise and 
refocus our awareness on 
the gospel partnership we 
have with other churches, 
Fellowship Baptist 
specifically. Ryan has been 
pastor at Fellowship since 
April 2017 and has been in 
pastoral ministry over 20 
years. He and his wife 
Stacy have 6 children and 
live in Winamac. We are 
looking forward to his 
ministry of the word on the 
27th. 

 

 
Be sure to join us on Sunday, March 6 for a time of 
celebration and connection!  The celebration:  we will 
celebrate the Lord’s Table, as well as hear testimonies 
from some of our very own.  The connection:  there will 
be a time of fellowship in the Family Center following the 
worship service.  There is a sign-up sheet for breakfast 
pastries and fruit.  Pastor Don will be showing off his 
culinary skills with some amazing pancakes!  You won’t 
want to miss out on this day of celebration and 
connection! 

 

Elder & Wives Retreat . . . on February 25-26 the elders and wives will spend time 
together at Mahseh retreat center to plan, pray and enjoy some fellowship together. We 
thank God for these folks and ask the church family to pray for our time away that we 
may sense God’s presence and direction on the issues we discuss. Thanks so much for your 
loving support in this way. 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for March 13!  
Tony & Kathy Pepe, supported 
Missionaries to France, will be here 
with us on this day.  Tony will be bring 
the message to us during the morning 
worship service.  They will then be 
sharing an update on their ministry 
during the Sunday School hour.  The 
Missions Team will be having lunch 
with them after services that day.  
Pray for safe travels for the Pepe’s 
during this time.   
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Happening this week: 

Wednesday, February 23:  Simple Supper @ 5:30 
pm, Family Night @ 6:00 pm 

Sunday, February 27:  Morning Worship Service 
@ 9:15 am; Sunday School Hour @ 10:45 am 

 

 

 

 Can you believe it has been more than a half of a year since God brought us to Bethel? So much has happened 
in those months–both in the church life and in our lives. We thank God that even through the changing seasons 
of life, He remains our constant foundation. He will never change. He will always be faithful. 

 
 

At home, Evangeline and I continue to adjust and learn being parents of three children four and under. One of 
my urgent prayers right now is that I would not be a stumbling block to my kids–that I would not hinder their 
understanding of who God is and what He is like. I am in continual need of grace and forgiveness. Thank God 
for the Gospel! And thank you for your continual encouragement, prayers, and help along the way. 
 

 
At church, it has been wonderful working with the Music, Audio/Visual, and Youth ministry teams. They have 
been super helpful and supportive in various ways. Especially, in December and January, I began experiencing 
to a small degree what so many ministry leaders describe as “decision fatigue” in relation to COVID – canceling, 
informing, rescheduling, replanning, etc. takes a toll on so many. So, thank-you ministry team members and 
parents for understanding, being flexible, and filling in the gaps. One example of this would be the Youth 
Winter Retreat that took place back in January. We made our plans; then we had to change them; God gave 
grace and gave us a good weekend when we did go. 
 

 
On Sunday mornings, I am teaching How to Interpret the Bible in Sunday School. The class contains an 
instructional element as well as practical ways to work out what is being taught (aka active learning). I have 
been encouraged to see the participation and interaction from those who have attended. I also have enjoyed 
getting to know people in our church family in this smaller setting. On Wednesday nights, the teens are getting 
a crash course on evangelism and apologetics – the series is called, A Reason for Hope based on 1 Peter 3:15. We 
are aiming to equip teens to describe the Gospel, give a reasonable defense for the hope we have in Jesus, and 
anticipate “Gospel conversations” by praying for others who have not experienced this hope for themselves. 
 

 
Currently, I am in the middle of an eight-week seminary class called Introduction to Old Testament 2 – an 
overview of the Prophets and Poetry sections of the Old Testament. I am thoroughly enjoying the class. 
Whenever we immerse ourselves in something, it tends to dominate our thinking and color how we see so much 
of the world around us. So, I am grateful that I have the opportunity to immerse myself in the Old Testament 
Scriptures that are filled with the testimonies of the steadfast faithfulness of God and anticipation of the 
promised Savior. Thank-you Bethel for the opportunity to continue my seminary studies. I pray that I can be a 
blessing to you as I am being sharpened in my understanding of the Scriptures. 
 
 
The next time I get to preach, it will be a four-week series leading up to Easter from the Suffering Servant 
passage, Isaiah 53. Hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth, the prophet Isaiah described what would 
characterize the Messiah’s ministry. He would identify with us in weaknesses, bear our sin, die in our place, and 
victoriously rise again. We can’t help but praise God and say, “What a Wonderful Savior is Jesus My Lord!” 
 


