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THE BETHEL CONNECTION                            January 25, 2023 
 

Lead Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com; 419.572.6842 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK:  

Wednesday, January 25:  Simple Supper @ 5:30 pm; Family Night @ 6:00 pm 

Saturday, January 28:  Ladies Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

Sunday, January 29:  Worship service @ 9:15 am; Sunday School Hour @ 10:45 am 

 

 

Christians know that prayer should be an essential part of both individual and corporate life. But if you 
wanted to get an awkward and ashamed reaction, just ask a Christian how much he or she prays. Now 
shame has a purpose–it is meant to drive us to the cross where the source of our shame can be dealt with. 
When we experience shame, we are to flee to Jesus where we can find full pardon and forgiveness for our guilt 
and sin. However, shame is not a good motivator. In this case shame is an inadequate motivation for growth 
in prayer. Rather, our motivation should be glory–that is to bring God glory. Here are just a few ways that 
God is glorified when His people pray. 

• God is glorified when His people obey Him as they seek Him in prayer. First Timothy 2:1 says, “First of 
all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for all people.” This 
is one of the many places in the Bible where God’s people are called to prayer. God is made much of 
when we give prominence to God’s wise and good commands. 

• God is glorified when His people recognize their need for Him. Jesus told His disciples, “I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). When we pray, we are expressing our complete dependance on 
Him to provide His resources of what He calls us to–namely to bear spiritual fruit in being transformed 
to be more like Him. God is made much of when we call on Him in this way. 

• God is glorified when His power is displayed as He answers His people’s prayers according to His will. 
This point flows right out of the previous point. Jesus went on to say, “By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples” (John 15:8). It is God’s will for us to be conformed 
into the image of Jesus. If God is the only one who can bring about this change, He is made much of 
when His power is shown to be capable and effective in us. 

 
So, this Sunday, we will turn our attention to prayer–the final discipline the early church devoted themselves 
to (Acts 2:42). As we are challenged to do the same, let’s allow God’s glory to be the driving motivation to go 
to Him in prayer rather than guilt.   
 

Pastor Matt 
 

 

 

The Motivation 
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PRAYER 

The Holt Family:  Remember Aaron, Felicity and 
family as they travel to Indiana during this winter 
weather.  Pray for safety on the roads for all those 
traveling with them.  

Continue to remember Janice Whybrew, Carrie 
Fritz, Char Norrick & Faye Fagner as they all face 
different health issues.   

 

Welcome Basket for Aaron & Felicity Holt: 

➢ Aaron’s official start date:  January 29, 
2023 

➢ Move-in day:  January 26, 204 N. 
Plummer Rd. Francesville 

o Contact Kerry Miller if you can 
help unload the trailer 

➢ Welcome basket:  please continue to 
bring in your gifts for the Holt family 

Missions trip to Ecuador: 
A mission trip is scheduled for June 12-20, 2023.  
Ecuador is a unique, beautiful place, and the 
bond we have with God’s people in Quito speaks 
to the fellowship we have in Christ, regardless of 
differences in language, food, and customs.   
If you are interested in taking this trip, 
please contact me by Sunday, January 29 
so that all the necessary arrangements can be 
made.  

 
Mike McKay 

 

 

Did someone say Missions? 
The Missions Conference this year will take place March 
12 & March 19!  We wanted to give you a sneak peek at 
what is being planned this year.   

This year’s theme:  Facing a Task Unfinished. 

➢ Sunday, March 12:  Dr. Wayne Vanderwier will be 
presenting the morning message & also sharing 
with us during the Sunday School Hour.  Crystal 
King, with CEF, will give a brief presentation 
during the worship service & will share with the 
children during the Sunday School Hour.  We will 
all share in a carry-in meal after services on 
Sunday. 

➢ Sunday, March 19:  Mike Cooper will be 
presenting the morning message for us.  During 
the Sunday School Hour, we will continue to hear 
from Mike as well as the folks from Baptist 
Children’s Home.   

More details to come so be sure to watch for information!  
Special thanks to those serving on the Missions 
Committee:  Matt Dodd, Darrin & Dana Field, Mike 
McKay, Judith Mynark and Don & Char Norrick.  

A few notes from the office: 

• If you are having difficulty receiving messages on the 
phone tree, be sure to contact the office and let us 
know.  As a reminder, the number has changed.  Phone 
tree calls are now showing that they are coming from 
the church—574-946-6229.   

• In the event of cancellations due to weather, we will 
post the information on Facebook as well as the website 
and there will be a phone tree message that goes out.   

• We have upgraded our presentation software in the 
sanctuary.  The previous software was no longer 
supported.  Please be patient with us as we learn the 
new system.  Thank you for praying us through this 
transition!   

You’re Invited!  

Char Norrick is turning 80 & her family is 
throwing her a birthday party!  The 
celebration will take place Saturday, 
February 11 at the Event Center in 
Winamac, IN (221 South Logan Street).  
This is an open house style celebration 
from 1-5 pm.  Be sure to come out & wish 
a happy birthday to Char & let her know 
what a blessing she is to our church 
family! 


