
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

THE BETHEL CONNECTION                                   June 8, 2022 
Lead Pastor:  Don Whipple; whip1030@gmail.com; 765.404.6070 

Associate Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com; 419.572.6842 

Director of Kid’s Ministries:  Kelly Hines; bethelbiblekids@gmail.com; 765.210.1206 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 

Bethel Bible Church 6966 West SR 14 Winamac, IN 46996 

 

Happening this week: 

Wednesday, June 8:  Church Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm 

Sunday, June 12:  Worship Service @ 9:15 am with Wayne Manago from BCH, 
he will also be presenting an update for the adults during the Sunday School 
Hour 

Monday, June 13:  Elders Meeting @ 12:00 pm 

 

  

Bethel Church Family, thanks so much for your prayers and support as I continue my seminary education. It 
is my desire that the things I learn would also edify our church, whether that be directly or indirectly. So, 
from time to time, I want to share with you what I am learning and how it may flow over into our church 
life at Bethel. Just recently I completed a class entitled “Leading Change in the Local Church.” One of the 
final assignments was to write a paper that summarized the class lectures and reading assignments and list 
3-5 insights. As the title of the class implies, it does focus on leadership but there are some things that any 
Christian could benefit from. I especially commend to you the summaries and insights from the class lectures 
and the book entitled, The Peacemaking Pastor. These were some of the highlights of the class to me 
personally. Below is my introduction to the paper and a link for you to follow if you would want to continue 
reading. Thanks again! - Pastor Matt 

"Leading change in the local church is more than merely changing programs, structure, policy, traditions, 
budgets, or staffing. To be sure, change very well can, and more than likely should, involve these elements 
in a church life. However, there is a much deeper need for change–the transformation of every member of 
the congregation (including the leaders) to be conformed to the image of Jesus. The role of church leaders is 
of upmost importance because they are the ones setting the example. 

Reoccurring themes regarding the leader’s role in the change process continually surfaced in the diverse 
readings, various discussions, and lectures. Some of these themes included: (1) Church leaders must be 
committed to the glory of God above all else. Otherwise, they will be subject to the whims of people 
pleasing or self-promotion. (2) They must be deeply committed to personally following Jesus and being 
conformed to his image (Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 11:1). (3) They must be committed to ongoing learning. As people, 
organizations, culture, and situations change, leaders need to continue to ask questions and be teachable in 
order to know how to lead best. (4) They must keep the mission and vision central in order to purposefully 
lead in a servant-oriented way. (5) They must be patient and diligent in the change process because it 
takes significant preparation and time to implement plans required for meaningful and successful change. 
(6) For change to take deep root in the church culture, members of the church must own the change. 
Therefore, leaders cannot and should not lead alone.” [continue reading…] 

 

 

 

 

mailto:whip1030@gmail.com
mailto:mattcdodd@gmail.com
mailto:bethelbiblekids@gmail.com
mailto:bbcwinamac@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_JKAgie6zylOu1rwcs0kNtUHlu7NHDPI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103263550634137678652&rtpof=true&sd=true


 

 

 
PRAYER 

Please pray for the family of Clifford Fritz.  Our 
dear friend Clifford went home to be with his 
Savior early Tuesday morning.  Pray for the 
family as they grieve this earthly loss.  

Thanks for continuing to pray for Lois Lau.  She 
will be staying at Hickory Creek just a bit longer.  
Pray that God would continue to guard her 
mind and give her peace. 

Please continue to pray for Matt & Tarrah 
Ledford as they care for Matt’s mom and 
grandma after his mom, Anita, fell.  Pray for 
strength and endurance during these days.    

Pray for the vote concerning the pastoral 
transition coming up on June 26, 2022.  Pray that 
God would continue to provide clear direction 
during these days.  

 

 

VBS update:  We are off to an amazing start!  We have 
had over 70 kids here each day so far!  They are taking the 
offering quite seriously—over $500 in just 2 days!   

Thank you for the prayers!  Many of the kids coming are 
from the community. We have a total of 82 kids registered 
(some have not yet shown up).  Only 23 of those kids are 
from Bethel!  What a great outreach happening this week! 

Join us for  a work day at the church on Saturday, June 18.   

Work will begin at 9:00 am.  For more information, 
contact Scott Leman.   

 

Update on our communication project:   

We have about 50% of our families who have responded with their 
updated information provided to the church office.   

If we can help in any way, please reach out to the office.  Feel free to fill 
out the form and send it in via USPS or email to the church email @ 
bbcwinamac@gmail.com.   

Thank you in advance for helping us to get new and updated 
information. 

Melody 
 

Some excerpts from the final update from our missionaries, 
Dave and Linda Childs 

FINAL SEMESTER FULL OF MEMORIES After 15 years of wonderful 
labor for our Lord, we are ending our time at the Bible College and 
retiring to South Carolina. Our duties have been handed over to our 
replacements. Pray for Kevin Gullion, the new VP for Student 
Services. Kevin served as the Dean of Men for the past 7 years. Also 
add his wife, Melissa, to your prayers as she takes over Linda’s role as 
Dean of Women. Melissa worked as the Administrative Assistant in 
our division this last year and gained valuable experience.  

We are no longer missionaries with the college as of June 1, 2022. 
Your financial support for us can end, but your prayers are still 
appreciated. Our new address: 42 Ayersdale Dr, Taylors, SC 29687.  

Pray for our search for a new home church in SC where we can be 
used by God. Pray also that with the added time with our 
grandchildren we can be a source of spiritual enrichment for them 
and that they will all become believers in Jesus Christ early in their 
lives. 

 

Dave & Linda Childs 
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