
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

THE BETHEL CONNECTION                                 May 25, 2022 
Lead Pastor:  Don Whipple; whip1030@gmail.com; 765.404.6070 

Associate Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com; 419.572.6842 

Director of Kid’s Ministries:  Kelly Hines; bethelbiblekids@gmail.com; 765.210.1206 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 

Bethel Bible Church 6966 West SR 14 Winamac, IN 46996 

 
Summer reading in the Psalms! 

In both the WIRED and Youth Groups, our kids/teens were challenged with a summer reading program that 
walks them through the Psalms.  We would love for you to join our challenge!  

Psalm 67: 1-2  Psalm 71: 17  Psalm 75:1  Psalm 86:11  Psalm 89:1 
 
Psalm 91:11  Psalm 95:1  Psalm 95: 6-7  Psalm 98: 1  Psalm 100: 1-2 
 
Psalm 100:3  Psalm 100:4  Psalm 103: 2-3  Psalm 104: 1  Psalm 104: 27 
 
Psalm 107:1  Psalm 115:1  Psalm 118: 28  Psalm 119:11  Psalm 119:105 
 
Psalm 121: 1-2  Psalm 130: 5  Psalm 133:1   Psalm 139: 14  Psalm 139: 23-24 
 
Psalm 143: 8  Psalm 145: 3  Psalm 146: 2  Psalm 147: 4  Psalm 150:6 
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There can be all kinds of benefits in taking a break from a certain activity. For example, the Old Testament 
contained a law for God’s people to take a break from work on the seventh day of each week in order to rest 
and worship God (Exod 20:8-11). However, breaks can be counterproductive when new but bad habits form 
during those breaks. 
As we enter the summer break, consider how you can utilize it to start or grow in the habit of reading God’s 
Word. Both our children and teens were challenged to read the book of Psalms this summer. Why don’t you 
take the challenge along with them? If you are a parent, why don’t you consider revisiting one of the Psalms as 
a family that your son or daughter read earlier that day? As you read, answer these two questions: (1) What 
does this Psalm say about God? (2) How can I respond to God in light of this truth? Then pray your answers 
back to God. 
Below, you will find the kids’ schedule for the summer. You can also find the entire youth schedule here. If you 
would like a printed schedule, you may pick one up in the office. May we, as a church this summer, delight in 
the law of the LORD (Ps 1:2).                                                                                                                Pastor Matt 
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Happening this week: 

Saturday, May 28 :  Deacons 
Meeting @ 7:00 am  

Sunday, May 29:  Worship 
Service @ 9:15 am; Sunday 
School Hour @ 10:45 am 

Tuesday, May 31:  VBS 
Decorating from 8:30 am to 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday, June 1:  VBS 
Decorating from 2:00 pm-
7:00 pm 

PRAYER 

Please be in prayer for Erika Bunger.  After some of her routine testing, they found a small spot which was 
concerning.  They have been able to determine that this is cancer but praising God that this is in one area.  They 
were able to remove the lump late last week and are waiting for some test results to come back later this week 
to figure out what/if any next steps are needed.  

Thanks for continuing to pray for Lois Lau.  She will be staying at Hickory Creek for a few more weeks.  Pray 
that God would continue to guard her mind and give her peace. 

Please pray for Matt & Tarrah Ledford.  They have been thrown into the role as caregivers for Matt’s mom and 
grandmother after Matt’s mom, Anita, had a recent fall and broke her ankle.  Pray for strength and endurance 
as they are looking to be in this role for the next month.   

Please pray for Mallory Speitel, the 12-year old daughter of Lara (Jan Good’s daughter)and Nathan Speitel, who 
have been attending Bethel on Wednesday nights.  After finding a hard lump in her arm that the doctors 
initially thought was nothing, further testing last week led them to believe it may be cancerous and sent her to 
Riley.  She met with an orthopedic oncology surgeon and solid tumor doctor there yesterday, and they were in 
agreement that it needs to be removed and sent for further testing. She will most likely have surgery next week.  
Please pray for her and her family as they wait and navigate this trial.  

 

Are you ready for VBS?  It’s coming up quickly! 

Here are a few things you can still help with: 

➢ We need some beach chairs and beach umbrellas.  If 
you have any that we can borrow, please put your 
name on those items so that they can be returned to 
you.  Those can be brought to the church beginning 
May 22.   

➢ If you have any pool noodles, floaties or random pool 
items that you would like to donate—please bring 
those items in beginning May 22.   

 

Our next Celebrate & Connect Sunday will be on June 5, 2022.  Please plan on joining us as we celebrate the Lord’s 
Table and then take time to connect with each other during the following hour.    

Plan on bringing your favorite breakfast casserole, pastry, or some fruit.  The church will provide juice and coffee.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the church office.   

Now concerning the collection . . . (1Corinthians 16:1) 

Randy Alcorn in his helpful book The Treasure Principle writes: When it comes to giving, churches operate under a “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy. We are taught by Jesus (Matthew 6:1-4) to be rightly concerned about giving so that people will see 
it. But that does not mean that we don’t talk about giving, rejoice when we see generosity, teach each other how and 
why to give and even model generous giving before others. The topic of giving is taught throughout the Bible – Jesus 
taught about it more than any other topic. As one well known Bible teacher said, Giving is not God’s way of raising 
money, it is his way of raising his children. Two thoughts about the collection at Bethel. 

First, thank God for the generous response of our church family to the appeal from the leadership team to give to our 
Helping Hands fund. As of this past Sunday we have exceeded the $10,000 goal! Praise God that his grace on our lives is 
seen in our generosity toward others. This allows our Deacons to be responsive and generous with needs as they arise in 
our church family. Thanks be to God! 

Second, our leadership team has decided that beginning in July we will begin to again receive an offering in our Sunday 
service. Two years ago, we stopped passing the plates as a COVID protection measure. While everyone has seemingly 
settled comfortably into one or another of the various ways we can give at Bethel, we believe that the effort and visual 
impact of taking an offering is a valuable aspect of worship and an effective teaching tool for our younger ones. This 
adjustment has nothing to do with trying to get larger offerings, it has everything to do with honoring God corporately 
and appropriately for his generous grace in our lives. We will have more to say on this in the coming weeks so stay tuned. 
God loves a cheerful giver! 

 

 


