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Bethel Associate Pastor Search Update 

We are happy to share both an update and an announcement regarding our Associate Pastor search. 

The Search Team has been busy for the past few months taking a deeper look at a few men that were of 
interest. This typically involved a few phone conversations along with at least one zoom interview with 
the team. We also had 2 applicants visit Bethel so we could meet them personally and they could get a 
sense of who we are. On both of these occasions there were interviews by both the Search Team and 
the Elders.  

From this process of the past few months, we are happy to announce that the Elders, with the 
recommendation of the Search Team, have invited Aaron and Felicity Holt to visit Bethel for the purpose 
of exploring further God’s leading and our ‘fit’ for possible ministry partnership in the future. They will 
be with us November 19-20 when Aaron will preach, they will share their testimonies, attend an activity 
with the teens and be available for a brief Q&A with the church family. 

An excerpt from Aaron’s resume serves a s a brief introduction for 
now: 

I am 29 years old. My wife and I have been married for 5 years. We 

met while at school in Kentucky (my wife at Boyce Bible College and 

I at Southern Seminary). We have 2 girls (pictured) and 1 boy just 

born in July. I currently serve on staff at an independent Baptist 

church in Clay, NY. I serve as a full-time intern and will complete my 

M.Div. from Southern Seminary in December.   We are on great 

terms with this church but are looking to transition to a different 

place once my degree and ordination have been completed at the 

end of 2022/beginning of 2023.  

Please continue to pray for this process and specifically the Holts 
and Bethel as we look forward to getting to know each other better 
on November 19-20. Here are a few answers for questions that may 

be on your mind: 

Can we get more information about the Holt’s before their visit? Aaron’s resume, his ordination 
doctrinal paper and Bethel’s job description are available by contacting the church office. 

Will there be a congregational vote to call them on this 11/19-20 visit?  No. This visit is to get to 
know them better in specific ways. Any decision to go further in the process, such as have them back for 
a candidating weekend with a church vote, will be made after this visit in November. 

Can Bethel afford to support an Associate Pastor? In recent weeks some have observantly 
wondered or asked about our giving and the added cost of another pastor on staff. While general fund 
giving is not quite meeting budget, The Finance Committee and Elders are confident that we should 
proceed. An associate pastor position is in our current budget and after the first of the year we will not 
have Pastor Don on the payroll.  

Please continue asking your questions to any of our leadership team. More and better information can 
only help us all discern God’s leading in this crucial area. Continue to pray and let us know if you would 
like more information.  
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PRAYER 

Please pray for Janice Whybrew.  Pray for 
Janice as she is currently at Hickory Creek.  Pray 
that she will continue to gain strength so that she 
will be able to return home soon.     

Please pray for Phyllis Kross.  She has some 
back issues.  Pray for the doctors as they 
determine therapy treatments.  Pray also for 
Phyllis to be able to rest and take things easy 
while she is recovering & doing her treatments.  

Please pray for Kim Rife.  Kim was diagnosed 
with cancer and will have surgery today.  Pray for 
wisdom for the team taking care of her, strength 
for her body as well as any next steps.   

Associate Pastor Search:  Pray for the Holt 
family as they journey to Bethel soon, for safe 
travels as well for clear direction for the Holt’s and 
Bethel.    

 

Community Outreach Event 

A Hometown Holiday Celebration 

When:  Sunday, November 20th from 12:00-4:00pm 

Where:  Meadow Springs in Francesville, IN 

Bethel will be having a booth at this hometown 
holiday craft bizarre!  We will have take-home crafts 
and activities for kids!   

If you would like to help, please contact 
Angie Fox or the church office.   

HAPPENING THIS WEEK: 

Wednesday, November 9:  Mom2Mom @ 9:30 
am, Simple Supper @ 5:30 pm, Family Night @ 
6:00 pm, Council Meeting @ 7:45 pm 
 

Saturday, November 12:  Ladies Bible Study @ 
9:00 am 
 

Sunday, November 13:  Worship service @ 9:15 
am;Sunday School @ 10:45 am 

Monday, November 14:  OCC drop-off 3-5pm 

Tuesday, November 15:  OCC drop-off 4-6pm 

 

Would you be interested in hosting the Holt 
family for Saturday afternoon & evening, 
November 19?  If so or you would like more 
details, please contact the office.   

Christmas Stewardship Banquet, Sunday, 
December 4 at 5pm 
Bethel’s annual Christmas Stewardship Banquet is right 
around the corner! We want to introduce you to the 
three offering projects the elders have chosen to give 
toward as a church this year. Keep your eyes open for 
further information and details. 

Giving Project #1 – Bethesda Outreach is a ministry 
to orphans and the vulnerable children in South Africa 
– Bethesda set a goal to raise $102,000 to fund two of 
their greatest needs at the moment: (1) fund 4 teachers 
for Jabulane Christian Academy and (2) scholarships for 
young adults to help them establish independent living. 
You can learn more about Bethesda or either of these 
two projects at https://bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Giving Project #2 – Salt & Light Christian 
Fellowship at Purdue University – Salt & Light’s mission 
is to engage all nations in the Purdue Community so 
that they hear and know the gospel and are equipped 
to be disciple-makers while at Purdue. They specifically 
reach out to international students offering them 
English and Bible courses, providing bikes for 
commuting, planning trips, and connecting them to 
local churches for discipleship. You can learn more 
about Salt & Light Christian Fellowship 
at https://slcfpurdue.com. 

 

Giving Project #3 – Retirement Offering for Pastor 
Don & Sue – The Whipples have faithfully ministered 
among us for 3 years. We can look back at these years 
and reflect on their work of faith, labor of love, and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess 
1:3). It is right and good for us to bless them along their 
way as they begin a new chapter of their lives. 
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