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THE BETHEL CONNECTION                              October 5, 2022 
 

Lead Pastor:  Don Whipple; whip1030@gmail.com; 765.404.6070 

Associate Pastor:  Matthew Dodd; mattcdodd@gmail.com; 419.572.6842 

Ministry Assistant:  Melody Perez; bbcwinamac@gmail.com; 574.225.0288 

Bethel Bible Church 6966 West SR 14 Winamac, IN 46996 

 

Ladies:  Save the date! Our next gathering is 
Sunday, October 30.  We will meet after 
Sunday School for lunch.  Plan to have a time 
of fellowship, a little bit of music and then we 
will be making some special gift tags for the 
upcoming holiday season!  You won’t want to 
miss out!  

 

Called Out Conference… 
…Friday-Saturday, October 28-29 at Faith Church in Lafayette. We will carpool and stay at a hotel in Lafayette. 
Meeting Friday afternoon and will return Saturday evening. For Students 6th-12th grade. 
...is a gathering for students to confront them with the truth of the Gospel and compel them to live radical lives for Christ. 
...equips students through teaching, worship, breakout sessions, and relationships. 
...aims to glorify God by conveying the most glorious truth in the world: that Jesus heroically rescued us from eternal 
suffering and calls us to delight in Him in everything. 
 
This year’s theme is: PERSEVERANCE (n.): continued effort to do or achieve something despite difficulties, failure, or 
opposition 
  

Workshops include: Social Media, the Story of the Bible, How to Persevere in Anxiety, “My crazy family,” Is the Bible 
Relevant?, and more. 
 

Cost is $50. You can register online at or give check to Pastor Matt made out to Bethel Bible Church. 
 

Have questions or want more details? Contact Pastor Matt (419) 572-6842 or visit www.calledoutconference.one 
 

Did you lose a set of keys?  A set of 
keys were found in the sanctuary last 

week during cleaning.  Please contact the 
church office if you are missing some keys!

 

 

 

Harvest Fest 2022 was a success!  Thanks so much to all those 
who helped make the night a success!  Special thanks to Kerry & 
Amy Miller who donated the hamburgers for the evening, Aaron 
Hines & his grilling crew, Hilemans & Ledfords for the hayride, 
Gary Gudeman for the campfire, those who helped set-up serve 
and clean up for the evening as well as all those yummy desserts 
that were brought in!   
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Happening this week:   

• Wednesday, October 5:  
Simple Supper @ 5:30 pm; 
Family Night classes begin @ 
6:00 pm 

• Saturday, October 8:  Ladies 
Bible Study @ 9:00 am 

• Sunday, October 9:  
Worship service @ 9:15 am; 
Sunday School Hour @ 10:45 
am 

• Wednesday, October 12:  
Mom2Mom@ 9:30 am 

From Pastor Matt’s Desk 
I hope you all have been encouraged and challenged, as I have been, as Pastor Don has been preaching through the book 
of Revelation over the past couple of months. We desperately need reminders that there is victory for those in Jesus. We, 
like the first seven churches who received this letter, need calls from God to “Wake-up, Repent, and Hold-on!” 
 
As Pastor Don is away in South Africa the next serval Sundays, we are going to hit the “pause” button on our sermon series 
in Revelation and resume our journey through the Minor Prophets. In some ways, though, we really are not hitting “pause.” 
Maybe more arcuately, we are hitting “rewind” and seeing what the apostle John is describing from a different angle – the 
angle of the Old Testament prophets. Let’s change the metaphor. John is painting a stunning and captivating picture of the 
spiritual realities of what is going on and what is to come using the colors of the Old Testament prophets. So, the themes we 
have been seeing and challenged with from Revelation will be very present as we spend the rest of October in Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Because it has been a couple months since our last sermon in the Minor Prophets, let’s 
reacquaint ourselves with them: 
 

• The Minor Prophets, in the Hebrew Scriptures, are known as The Twelve. They are the last 12 books of our English 
Bibles. 

• We refer to them as “minor,” not because they are minor in significance, but because of their size (compared to the 
bigger prophetic books such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel). 

• They spoke on behalf of God to His people over a time period that covers (roughly) 300 years (760-460 BC). 
• We have seen, in those years God’s people rejected Him over and over again. Barrowing an outline from the book 

entitled, God’s Glory in Salvation through Judgment1, the Minor Prophets generally progress from exposing sin 
(Hosea-Micah), to pronouncing judgment (Nahum-Zephaniah), and concluding with a promised restoration 
(Haggai-Malachi). 

• God’s prophets warned the people calling them to turn back to God. When they refused to repent, God’s prophets 
pronounced judgment, primarily being death and exile from their homeland. This is exactly what happened. The 
Assyrian empire destroyed the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC and the Babylonian empire destroyed the Southern 
Kingdom in 586 BC. But praise the Lord that there is more to this story. God’s prophets also declared a future hope. 
God would raise up the Persian empire who permitted them to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls and the 
temple in 538 BC. 

• However, the hope that the prophets proclaimed would transcend this temporary restoration. This hope would be 
a glorious God-wrought heart change brought about by the promised Messiah–Jesus Christ. This work will 
eventually spill over to all of creation– leading to the new heavens and the new earth. 

• This is why we have referred to this series as, Hope in the Darkness: The ancient messages of the Minor Prophets for 
God’s people today. Even though we live in a dark world, both inside ourselves and outside in the world system, 
God has given us a hope that is greater than the darkness and will, in fact, overcome it someday. This hope is Jesus 
and it is to Him we run for refuge. It is Jesus we declare to a world desperate for true, lasting hope. 

 

Before Sunday, take some time and read through Zephaniah. Pay attention to the theme and urgent plea to humble 
yourself before God. May we be characterized as a “people humble and lowly,” a people who “seek refuge in the name of 
the LORD” (Zephaniah 3:12). Also, if you get a chance, I highly recommend you listen to the song On That Day by 
CityAlight (I have had it on continuous repeat today…it is that good) 

1 James M. Hamilton Jr., God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology, (Crossway, Wheaton, Illinois, 2010), 234. 

Skeet Shoot: 

BBC’s annual Skeet Shoot will take 
place Saturday, October 15 at the 
home of Dewayne Doty @ 2:00 pm.  
Bring your own gun, ammunition, 
hearing and eye protection.  Meat, 
drinks and table service will be 
provided.  Please bring a side dish to 
share and your lawn chair.  There is a 
signup sheet at the church for you to 
use or let Rosa know if you are 
attending.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Rosa Dahn.  

New Address:  

Paul & Jean Biggers are settling in 
to their new home as they look to 
retirement!  Look for their most 
recent update on the Missions Wall 
at church.  Their new address is: 
 

Paul & Jean Biggers 

1163 Ruscello Avenue 

Springdale, AR 72762 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yf9b4Z7XIA

