THE GOD CARD
Matthew 15: 1-11
15 Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law now arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. They asked
him, 2 “Why do your disciples disobey our age-old tradition? For they ignore our tradition of ceremonial
hand washing before they eat.”
3 Jesus replied, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of God? 4 For
instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’[a] and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or
mother must be put to death.’[b] 5 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t
help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’6 In this way, you say they don’t
need to honor their parents.[c] And so you cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition. 7
You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote,
8 ‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
9 Their worship is a farce,
for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’[d]”
10 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 11 It’s not
what goes into your mouth that deﬁles you; you are deﬁled by the words that come out of your mouth.”

Philippians 2: 1-8
2 Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship
together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.
3 Don’t be selﬁsh; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4
Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.
5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.
6 Though he was God,[a]
he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to.
7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges[b];
he took the humble position of a slave[c]
and was born as a human being.
When he appeared in human form,[d]
8 he humbled himself in obedience to God
and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

