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A Word From Sam
THE THREE MOST ENCOURAGING BIBLICAL WORDS FOR 2020 AND 2021
Earlier this month, I shared with you what I believe are the three most important words from the
Bible as we leave behind 2020 and enter into 2021. I’d like to revisit them now as we think about
2020 and prepare for 2021.
Those three words aren’t what you would expect. They aren’t, “God is love,” although he certainly is.
They aren’t, “Christ is risen,” although he certainly is. They are three simple words that I’ve grown to
celebrate, three words that bring encouragement and hope in the midst of all the chaos and
corruption that surround us.
Those three words are: “in order that.” Why are these three words so important?
They are important and encouraging and hope-filled because for everything that happened in 2020,
both here in Bridgeway and in our society, and for everything that will happen in 2021 and beyond,
there is an “in order that.” I can’t tell you in every instance what the “in order that” was, but I know
with absolute certainty that nothing that happened was meaningless or purposeless.
These three words remind me that there is always a divine, God-glorifying purpose in everything. As I
said, we may not always be able to discern what it is, but the Scriptures assure me that there is
design in all our distress.
All of us have struggled this past year with trying to discern some purpose in the events that have
rocked our world. We want to know if God is behind it, and if so, what is it that he is aiming to
accomplish.
2020 has been confusing, disheartening, frightening, frustrating, infuriating, depressing, and
discouraging all at once. But through it all I think God wants us to understand and to confidently rest
in the truth that in everything there is an “in order that.” I say that because of what the apostle Paul
wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:8-9.
“For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we
were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; indeed, we had
the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who
raises the dead” (2 Cor. 1:8-9; NASB).
We don’t know the nature of Paul’s brush with death, but it transformed his perspective on life and
ministry and, above all, his relationship with God. Whether we face physical illness, such as Covid, or
financial stress or relational disappointments, we find it hard to see in it anything remotely
approaching a “purpose” or “reason”. Such disillusioning experiences strike us as random and
senseless and lacking all value. Often the best we can do is write it off as an attack of the enemy,
never discerning the divine design in our distress.
But as overwhelming, excessive, and burdensome as this brush with death was for Paul, he knew that
God was in it! The point of it all, says Paul, “was in order that we not trust in ourselves but in God
who raises the dead” (v. 9b).
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The explicit "in order that" of v. 9 (NAS; the ESV renders it “but that was to”) ought forever to silence
those who doubt whether God is sovereign over the troubles and afflictions of life. There is always
design in our distress. God so values our trust in him alone that he will graciously dismantle
everything else in the world that we might be tempted to rely on: even life itself, if necessary. His
desire is that we grow deeper and stronger in our confidence that he himself is all we need.
The pandemic, the political chaos, the racial hostility, the disruption of life, the loss of income, the
pressure of trying how best to educate our children when schools shut down, everything, was “in
order that” we might be compelled by God’s grace to learn how not to rely on ourselves or anything
else but on God alone.
If you still can’t discern or see God’s hand in what has happened to you this past year, that’s ok. Just
know that there was a divine design in your distress. If nothing else, it was in order that you and I
might learn not to trust in our own resources, talents, wealth, or work, but in God alone.

Sam Storms

Lead Pastor of Preaching & Vision
s.storms@bridgewaychurch.com
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Beholding & Becoming
"And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory
to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:18

OUR AIM
We want to be a diverse spiritual family of intentional disciples who are Beholding Jesus and Becoming more
like him. A disciple is someone who actively imitates both the life and teachings of Jesus.

HOW
There are 3 ways we will engage with the theme of Beholding & Becoming in 2021.
1) Church Wide Bible Reading Plan: The Gospels & Acts
We’ll read one book each month (twice through the year) to imitate the teachings of Jesus.
Sign up at www.churchreadingplan.com/Bridgeway
You’ll receive a weekly email each Monday containing three things:
•
WATCH a short video about the book of the bible we're reading to stir your affections towards Jesus as
we Behold him in the word.
•
READ a section of scripture to read for the week at your own pace (not a daily checklist) along with a
“Moment With Jesus” story that we want to meditate on together as a body.
•
ENGAGE with 4 questions to consider each week on how you can sit with Jesus, listen to Jesus, Obey
Jesus, and Be like Jesus, as well as activities for families and groups.
2) Practicing Spiritual Disciplines
We’re going to focus in on some key Spiritual Disciplines throughout the year to imitate the life of Jesus. We’ll
spend 2 months pressing in to each discipline with resources to equip and stories to encourage us as we are
transformed
•
Prayer & Fasting - February & March
•
The Word - April & May
•
Evangelism - June & July
•
Rest - August & September
•
Sacrificial Living - October & November
•
Worship - November & December
3) Church Wide Discipleship Focus
Every area of ministry will engage with this theme from Community Groups to Families to Staff to Prayer to
Sunday Mornings. Here are a few ways this will look:
•
1st Sundays in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sept, Nov will be a Sermon on Beholding & Becoming
•
1st Sundays in Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec will have a short (5 Minute) Spotlight Introducing a new
Spiritual Discipline Focus.
•
5th Sundays (4x a year) will be Celebration Sundays for celebrating Baptism, Communion, and extended
times of worship, prayer & prophetic ministry
•
Weekly Email Updates will include examples of how others are engaging with the “Moment with Jesus”
story, as well as resources for practicing the Spiritual Disciplines
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Bible Reading Plan
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Budget Report 2020
Funds:
Assistance/Benevolence Fund
Bookstore
Bridgeway Music
Convergence Conference
General Fund
Missions Fund
Vision 2020
Totals:

Received
in 2020:
$25,496
$1,110
$416
$45
$2,465,710
$85,210
$18,448
$2,596,435

Expensed
in 2020:
$17,033
$633
$1,825
$39
$2,020,821
$46,534
$13,040
$2,099,925

Difference:
$8,463
$477
($1,409)
$6
$444,889
$38,676
$5,408__
$496,510

Fund
Balance:
$6,184
$551
$299
$10,731
$1,546,001
$99,704
$16,530
$1,680,000

2020 Operating Budget (General Fund):
Budgeted: $2,300,000.00 (4.3% increase over 2019 budget of $2,205,000.00)
Income:
$2,465,710 (.43% decrease from 2019 income of $2,476,229)
Expenses: $2,020,821 ($279,179 under budget)
Difference: $ 444,889
Annual Budget Process & Financial Oversight
In September, the elders approve the budget amount for the upcoming year based on
the donation history of the previous twelve months and income/expense trends of recent
years. The Pastor of Admin then assists each ministry leader in developing their area of
the budget. During the year, the elders review monthly financial reports for giving and
expenses. Major financial decisions and/or significant non-budgeted expenses are also
reviewed and approved by the elders throughout the year.
2021 Budget: $2,300,000.00 (0% increase over 2020 budget)

13.5%
12.0%

14.7%

59.1%

5.4%

4.8%

4.5%

Payroll - 59.1%

Ministry - 13.5%

Missions - 12%

Facilities - 5.4%

G&A - 4.8%

Staff Dev. - 4.5%
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Covenant Membership
ELDER COVENANT
The Elders of Bridgeway covenant with you and promise to you that, by the grace of God, we will:
•
joyfully keep watch over the souls of men and women at Bridgeway, knowing that we will give an account
to God for your spiritual welfare (Hebrews 13:17)
•
care for the church and seek her growth in grace, truth and love (Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 20:28;
Ephesians 4:15-16 Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4);
•
take steps to ensure that the whole counsel of God is faithfully proclaimed and taught from the whole of
Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1);
•
equip the saints of the church for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16);
•
recognize and appoint Elders according to the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy
3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4);
•
prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward her resources to the best of our ability
based on our understanding of the Scriptures and the guidance of the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4);
•
be on guard against false teachers and teachings and protect the sheep from their influence (Matthew
7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John 4:1);
•
lovingly oversee discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good of the one disciplined and the
health of the church as a whole (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20);
•
take the lead in setting an example and join all other believers in joyfully fulfilling the responsibilities of
covenant membership (Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter 5:3).

2021 GOVERNING ELDERS

2021 NON-GOVERNING ELDERS

Sam Storms
Andy Edwards
Eddy Helker
Chris Jurrens
Eric Mixon
Dave Morris
Jesse Owen
Ryan Smith
Ryan Sorrels
Dylan Springer
Ian Steedman
Paul Wright

Bob Armstrong
Tom Ball
Rick Kleehammer
David Lightfoot
Matt Palmer
Dean Ross

Governing elders serve on the elder board. They meet monthly and have official oversight of the church
(governing). Non-Governing elders are elders who are not currently serving on the board, so they do not attend
the monthly meetings nor vote in official decisions made by the board. But since elders are always an elder,
they remain elders and still provide leadership in the church and fill a shepherding role. All non-staff elders will
rotate on and off the board. After their first three year term, they will rotate off for at least one year. If they
rotate back on they can serve a 4 year term before needing to rotate off again. Non-governing elders are kept
in the loop and receive the monthly meeting minutes, financial reports, etc. and are sometimes asked to attend
special meetings/retreats to be a part of discussions and share their insights. They can speak into issues, but
can’t vote on final decisions.
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MEMBER COVENANT
The following commitment to covenant membership is not undertaken that we might gain God’s favor, but
because we already have it. We do not promise to fulfill these responsibilities in order that we might be
forgiven or gain entrance into God’s kingdom, but because through the finality and all-sufficiency of what
Jesus Christ has accomplished on our behalf, we have already been forgiven and are already heirs of God’s
kingdom.
Many Christians live in an “if / then” relationship with God. If I do what is right, then God will love me. If I give
extra money to missions, then God will provide me with a raise at work. If I avoid sinful habits, then I will be
spared suffering and humiliation, etc. It’s a conditional relationship that is based on the principle of merit. The
gospel calls us to live in a “because / therefore” relationship with the Lord. Because we have been justified by
faith in Christ, therefore we have peace with God (Rom. 5:1). Because Christ died for us, therefore we are
forgiven. Because Christ has fulfilled the law in our place, therefore we are set free from its demands and
penalty, etc. This is an unconditional relationship that is based on the principle of grace. The difference
between these two perspectives is the difference between religion (“if / then”) and the gospel (“because /
therefore”). The “religious” life is not the “gospel-centered” life.
No one should embrace the following covenant without a clear understanding of this truth. We are happy to
commit ourselves in covenant one with another because God has already committed himself in covenant to us
in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ. Thus, the principles of this covenant are not a legalistic code by which
we judge our worth or hope to gain God’s approval. Rather these principles are an expression of our joyful
recognition that our worth and approval in the sight of God are already rooted in Christ and established by his
redemptive work on our behalf.
Therefore, as we seek to walk in obedience to the biblical obligations of this covenant, we understand and
freely confess that it is only by the grace of God working in us that will empower us to fulfill our responsibility
and delight as Christians. Apart from God’s grace, all we can expect from ourselves is a life of failed attempts
at righteousness, but in light of the gospel, and with the empowering grace of God by the Holy Spirit, we seek
to walk in grace motivated obedience while God works in us “both to will and to work for his good
pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).
On those occasions when we fail to live up to the commitments we are about to make (and we will fail), we pray
that God would grant us quick and unmistakable conviction of our sin and a repentant heart that turns from
self-centered and idolatrous living to a robust confidence and joy in the truth of the Gospel and the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, having been graciously enabled by the Holy Spirit to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and
to give up ourselves wholly to him, we do now solemnly and joyfully enter into this covenant with each other.
By the grace of God at work within us, we promise:
•
•
•

To submit to the Scriptures as the final authority on all issues of life and belief (Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2
Pet. 1:19-21)
To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship and practice of spiritual
disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor. 9:24-27; Eph. 5:1-21; 1 Thess. 5:12-22)
To faithfully participate in the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor.
11:17-34)
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•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

To submit to the Elders, Pastors, and other appointed leaders of the church, out of reverence to and in
recognition of the loving authority of Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, and to diligently strive for
unity and peace within the body (Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5).
To regularly contribute to the life of Bridgeway Church by attending weekly services, engaging in biblical
community and serving those within and outside of this church (Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; Titus 3:14)
To work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:1-6)
To walk together in brotherly love, exercising affectionate care and watchfulness over each other,
faithfully admonishing and entreating one another as occasion may require (Rom. 12:9-16; Heb. 10:24)
To pay careful attention to the many “one-anothering” commands in the NT and by the grace of God
apply ourselves to the fulfillment of each to the building up of the body of Christ (John 13:34; Rom.12:10,
16; 14:13, 19; 15:7, 14; Gal. 5:13; Eph. 4:32; 5:21; Col. 3:9; 1 Thess. 4:18; James 5:16)
To rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear each other’s
burdens and sorrows (1 Cor. 12:26; Gal. 6:2; Col. 3:13)
To seek, by God’s gracious help, to live righteously in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts
(Titus 2:11-14)
To practice complete sexual purity in singleness, and if married, complete fidelity within heterosexual and
monogamous marriage (Rom. 13:11-14; 1 Cor. 6:15-20, 10:8; Eph. 5:3; 1 Thess. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4).
To contribute cheerfully and generously to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the
relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations (2 Cor. 8-9; Gal. 2:10; 3 John 5-8)
We also promise that when we move from this place, we will as soon as possible unite with some other
church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.
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Care
LAST YEAR
If one were to read last year’s CARE report, they would have heard how a system of pastoral care was put into
place. The hope was to build our care around being a body and caring one for another. Lo and behold 2020
gave us a chance to test this system in a way we did not see coming. From those first few days in March we
found that caring for one another as a body was the only way we were going to accomplish God’s call. Here are
some snapshots of how the body cared for one another last year:
Community Group Leaders: Keeping in touch through calls and zooms. Communicating needs to others in the
group, and meeting the needs such as prayer, delivered food, and physical labor when members needed care.
Deacons:
•
Premarital counseling – In a year when additional strain was put on marriages, Jenn and Keith Blount,
Deacons of Premarital Ministry found a more comprehensive biblical curriculum and began training
others while mentoring engaged couples to build marriages that can stand against attacks of the enemy.
•
Deacon of Care - Tammy Hillhouse, organized a team of women and men to meet the needs of our
beloved Michelle Hall. Through hours of driving, sitting and hearing Michelle’s tragic yet glorious life
stories as they were literally with her in her last minutes and helping others deal with the continuing
details after Michelle went to be with Jesus.
•
Deacon of Inner Healing and Deliverance - Kendra Argo led a ministry that just celebrated its 100th
person to complete the intensive and needed healing to help people lay aside what is behind and lay hold
of the resurrection power of Jesus.
•
Deacons of Widows - Josh and Selina Pendleton continued their compassionate ministry while dealing
with the difficulty of being hindered in seeing our widows and widowers face to face.
Recovery Ministry: In the year of shut-downs, James Bryan lead a group of men through our Regeneration
Ministry to help live in and then out the power of the gospel to break off chains of addictions.
Advocacy Teams: If care was put on display in 2020 we definitely saw this in the work of the Chiu Family’s
Advocacy Team. The McEllrath’s, Rodriguez’s, Ashley Owen, and Adrienne Farley took on the challenge of
finding, furnishing, and turning a place to stay into a home for the Chiu family as they needed to return from
the field in Taiwan. This team’s work was admired by the mission agency and essential for the Chiu’s.
Counseling School: Any ministry that has its leader transition to a new opportunity will struggle, but that
challenge was coupled with dealing how to counsel when one is not usually able to be in the physical presence
of the counselee. God used Marsha McAlister, Anna Kunzler, and Kevin Bowers to help us continue to provide
the biblical counseling that is so essential to our church.

NEXT YEAR & PRAY
One of the ways we care for our people is by having security on our property. The nuances of this are always a
challenge with Jesus followers. Please pray we hear and follow the voice of our Protector as we provide
protection for our people. Also, Lisa Bryan is hoping to start our recovery ministry for women. Pray for the
wisdom and details coming together so this vital ministry can begin and thrive.

Eddy Helker
Pastor of Care
e.helker@bridgewaychurch.com
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Communications
LAST YEAR
I was hired into the full time position of Director of Communications at the start of 2020 - a year when our
church would suddenly rely more than ever on digital communication. Although my first year in full time
ministry looked nothing like I imagined, I’m grateful for the sovereign grace and wisdom of the Lord in his
plans, purposes, and timing.
We started a YouTube Channel. Who would have ever thought that Bridgeway would be live-streaming?! From
those first few daunting weeks of shutdown with just 5 of us recording a sermon in a dark auditorium to now
Live streaming 2 services each week - we quickly climbed the steep learning curve of digital media production
(HUGE thanks to Ken Dunlap, Kendall Combes, Hayden Hefner and Drew Chancey!) and we were able to stay
connected through multiple means of recording and broadcasting throughout the year.
We added to the Communications Team. The Lord answered my prayers for help! Katie Dulany started in the
Spring as Media & Production coordinator , and Hannah Chang (Keith) recently shifted to my team as Events &
Communications coordinator. I’m incredibly grateful for the unique gifting and perspective that each of these
women bring as they serve the body so intentionally.

THIS YEAR
We’re putting together a Creative Team of volunteers (photography, videography, graphic design) to let other
creatives serve and use their gifts to help share the stories of what God is doing among us.
We want to be good stewards of the gifts we have been given by creating and exporting resources to equip
both Bridgeway and the wider Church.

FUN FACTS
4 Sermon Series in 2020: finished John, started Romans, and 2 mini-series (Habakkuk and the Beatitudes)
20 Pre-Recorded messages to an empty room // 94 Livestreams for Sermons & Prayer Gatherings
Avg. 112 households watch Live each week // 21.7K Sermon Views in 2020 // Avg. 1K unique viewers each month
457 Social Media Posts // 2.9K Followers in 12+ countries // 577.8K Reach (# of individual people to see content)
71 Church wide Emails Sent to 1,162 Contacts

PRAY
Pray that we would manage our time, energy and talents well and establish healthy rhythms of work & rest.
Pray for Holy Spirit inspired content that serves to encourage, educate, and equip the body. Pray for the right
volunteers and that the Lord would fill every need. Pray for me to balance work and family life with grace, lead
staff & volunteer teams with wisdom and care, and grow ever more deeply in love with Jesus.

Crystal Partee
Director of Communications
c.partee@bridgewaychurch.com
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Connections
LAST YEAR
God moved in 2020! We were able to welcome a great number of guests and connect many new people to our
spiritual family at Bridgeway into serving, community groups, and covenant membership.
One Sunday we had a scheduled Starting Point but one of our key teachers wasn’t feeling well. I contemplated
canceling the event but decided to sub in another teacher last minute. That Sunday morning I was training a
volunteer at the connect counter and we met a first time guest who heard about Bridgeway from seeing some
men reading a Bible at a coffee shop and asked to join them. One of those men attends Bridgeway and
welcomed the man to the Bible study and shared about our church. The guest decided to visit and signed up
for Starting Point the night before. Based on the conversation we got to have with him at the connect counter I
placed him at a table hosted by a mobilizer who was intentional to get him connected. It’s so fun to see God at
work using the body to welcome people in!
This year I also got to see the servanthood of Jesus present in the connections team who joyfully welcomed
guests at Bridgeway in the midst of a less hospitable environment due to Covid. It’s been so encouraging to
hear this team pray for guests and our body and how God has been at work in their own lives.

THIS YEAR
I’m passionate about the first time guest experience, connecting people to our spiritual family and the serve
culture of Bridgeway. I want every guest to feel more loved and cared for by us than anywhere else they go
throughout the week. I desire to see people connected to a diverse spiritual family and to grow as
commissioned disciples through serving, community, and a commitment to the local church. My heart is for
every volunteer to keep their eyes on Jesus, to serve with the gospel in mind and to be fueled with joy as they
use their spiritual gifts to build up the body.

FUN FACTS
290 First Time Guests // 93 Starting Point Attendees // 3 Deacons and 44 Volunteers
76 Connections to serving, community groups and covenant membership

PRAY
Please pray for everyone in our church body to have a gospel-centered view of service and to use their gifts to
serve others. Ask God to call more people with the gift of hospitality to the Connections Ministry. Pray that our
team leaders would build deep relationships with their teams and lead them to put the gospel on display
through hospitality. Please pray for me to have vision, creativity and energy as I improve the first-time guest
experience and connect people to this body.

Christy Burke
Director of Connections & Guest Services
c.burke@bridgewaychurch.com
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Discipleship
LAST YEAR
We read the WHOLE bible in 2020, and what a year to do it! I know for some it was the first time, and even in
the struggle, it felt so lifegiving. Whether we fell behind, got ahead or just couldn’t make it through, we can be
encouraged that the word of God changed our hearts. God always speaks through His word!
2020 was a year that God highlighted the theme of abiding for our church and our community groups - finding
our rest and peace in Jesus, sitting at his feet and listening. Abiding in Jesus impacted our hearts, our families,
and those around us.
Our community groups are centered around abiding in Jesus, caring for one another, and proclaiming the
gospel to all people. This year, one of our groups saw three people trust Jesus with their lives and then
baptized them in a backyard swimming pool! Three lives changed forever by the gospel within one community
group! One of those who trusted Jesus said, “I decided to give my life to Jesus this year. He has moved a lot of
mountains in my life and continues to move more. For all those who are searching, cling to the only one (Jesus
Christ) who offers hope and peace.”
We heard stories of people going to those who were quarantined in their homes and bringing groceries,
essentials and even leading worship for them in their yards. What a beautiful picture of the church.
Our community group leaders have been so faithful to press through all the difficulty of quarantining and social
distancing this year. They found new and creative ways to meet and care for their members, whether on zoom,
outdoors, or in smaller groups. We are so thankful for their commitment to be the front lines of care for the
body of Bridgeway.

THIS YEAR
This year for the first time, every ministry area at Bridgeway (youth, community groups, families, staff, Sunday
mornings, etc.) will be focusing on the same thing: BEHOLDING Jesus and BECOMING more like him.
2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”
We believe the Holy Spirit wants to bring more unity in and through our body this year. This will take place
especially as we gather outside of Sunday mornings in small groups and care deeply for one another. Again, as
we behold Jesus, we will overflow with his steadfast love and kindness toward each other. I am hopeful that we
will see many in our body intentionally pursue one another for the sake of God’s glory and their own joy, and
that Jesus would gain more worshippers here and in the uttermost parts of the world in 2021.

FUN FACTS
39 Community Groups // 600 Group Members // 6 Coaches // 94 C-Group Leaders //
51 New Covenant Members // 5 Adults and 9 Children Baptized

Andy Edwards
Pastor of Discipleship & Mission
a.edwards@bridgewaychurch.com

15

Families
LAST YEAR
We kicked off Family Ministries in January with an event for the singles of our diverse spiritual family, called
Connected Seminar: Singleness. 130 Singles gathered for a two day seminar to be encouraged, challenged and
connected with the body of Bridgeway.
We launched a Family Ministries Newsletter that serves to come alongside parents in discipling their children
and staying connected with Bridgeway.
Family Ministries hosted a Day At Camp in Guthrie to reconnect the entire spiritual family where 350 people
gathered for the day of play.

THIS YEAR
Healthy families begin with strong marriages, confident parents and empowered kids. In 2021, we look forward
to pouring into marriages with a 12-month initiative called Grace Marriage, and we will continue to explore
ways to equip and resource parents to confidently disciple their children. We are planning for another Day of
Camp to connect the entire spiritual family of all ages and life stages together to play, fellowship and worship.

FUN FACTS
Thirteen families participated in First Steps class (an introduction to Family Discipleship) followed by Child
Dedication to celebrate the milestone of parents' commitment to intentionally disciple their children to know
and love Jesus.
We celebrated the baptism of 7 children & youth.

PRAY
Pray for children to come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior; that knowledge of Jesus would change hearts to
receive him. Pray that parents would feel confident to take their rightful place as primary disciple-makers of
their families. Pray that God would heal and strengthen marriages. Personally, please pray for clarity to hear
God’s voice and a soft obedient heart to follow where he leads!

Krista Meyer
Pastor of Family Ministries
k.meyer@bridgewaychurch.com
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Kids
LAST YEAR
Most of us are glad 2020 is over. But since the pruning we are seeing new fruit and are so thankful for all God
has done! This year the Holy Spirit gave us creative ways to overcome restrictions and opportunities to arise
and run to him with expectation. God has moved mightily in our team, our families and kids this year. More
than ever, we cling to our desire to come alongside parents as the primary disciple makers!
In the early days there was a lot of trial and error. One success was we resourced families with fun bags full of
activities. Our goal was to aid parents in training their children to join in the corporate assembly. It didn't take
long before we all realized we didn’t give our kids enough credit and they didn't need most of the resources to
engage in the lesson and worship. They grew both in discipline and maturity to participate alongside parents.
We love seeing the diversity of ages in our services and we love watching the Spirit activate them!
As we opened up classes, we saw how God was using these small classes and changes to build intimacy with
Jesus in worship and prayer. We even developed a prayer ministry team of kids within our Big Kids class! It has
been so fun to see them pray for each other in confidence! In all of our classes scripture memory also became
a main focus. Many families got involved in memorizing the word together.
We raised up a Classroom Care Coordinator who specializes in trauma and care for children with specialized
needs. We are actively training our leaders as well. Our desire is that every child of various abilities and needs
has a safe place to hear the gospel and grow in relationship with Jesus through His word and Spirit.

THIS YEAR
We are planning and praying for Worship and Arts Camp and Summer Camp! We want our children to connect
with each other and Jesus in these fun ways!
This year the Lord has highlighted the word FAMILY to us. We are a diverse spiritual family at Bridgeway and we
are praying that all of our team, our volunteers, kids, and families both at home and in the classroom feel
connected and built up as one family in Christ that loves and serves one another.

FUN FACTS
41 Scriptures Memorized // 165 Family Resource Bags distributed // 39 Team Zoom Meetings
Pre-Covid: 384 children attended Kids classes // Post-Covid: 124 children attended Kids classes
Pre-Covid: 184 Bridgeway Kids Volunteers // Post-Covid 38 Bridgeway Kids Volunteers

PRAY
Please join us in praying that the Holy Spirit would continue to pour himself out in provision of volunteers,
creativity, passion, and strength on our team so that we can serve our families and follow where the Holy Spirit
leads, for His glory! Pray for revival to pour out and for salvation to spring up, and that the Holy Spirit would
ignite a passion in our children to serve others and share the gospel with the lost!

Ashley Owen
Pastor of Children’s Ministries
a.owen@bridgewaychurch.com
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Mobilization
LAST YEAR
An answered prayer for another female Mobilizer for our team, Darcie Isitt (a Goer Group grad), joined our team
as a full-time Mobilizer and Bridget Myers officially joined our team in a part-time role to help with Goer Care.
Some exciting stories of what God has been doing through evangelism and discipleship are:
•
A Goer Group participant met a neighbor who is a new believer without any community or knowledge of
discipleship. These two were able to start a Discovery Bible Study together.
•
A couple of Bridgeway Members/Anchor Staff met a student from Malaysia. Over many prayers and
presentations of the Gospel the student’s heart softened, he experienced God’s love for the first time,
and gave his life to Christ. It turns out this same student remembered hearing the Gospel when he first
arrived and it happened to be from other Bridgeway members! Some plant, some water, but God gives
the fruit.
•
The Stroud Family, working in NYC, saw an Indian woman and two Chinese men come to faith last year
and at least 1 has been baptized. They are all now sharing their new faith with friends and family!
•
We have seen many people enter DMT having never shared the Gospel with a non-believer and having
little confidence in their ability to do so. With a team to encourage and provide accountability we have
seen each of these people grow in their confidence and boldness to proclaim the Good News with coworkers, neighbors, family, and strangers they encounter.

THIS YEAR
We want to see 12 people raised up this year for our Fall 2021 Goer Group.
We hope to establish some lower/short commitment intensives to equip more of the Bridgeway body as
effective Gospel sharers and disciple-makers.
Hoping to see 5-9 workers deploy to the unreached in the next 12-18 months

FUN FACTS
8 people completed Goer Group last year and 9 currently participating in Goer Group this year
3 Disciple Making Teams (DMT’s) completed last year with 17 total participants
At least 7 Discovery Bible Studies were started in the second half of the year
1 Bridgeway member deployed – Rachel G (Tennessee then South Asia, new estimated field date of 2023)
Through Goer Groups in 2020:
698 people approached in the harvest // 385 spiritual conversations // 66 Gospel shares // 1,234 prayer hours

PRAY
Pray that we would really press in to abundant prayer with BIG expectations for what God wants to accomplish
in our church and city. Pray for wisdom this year to try and build a more uniform, sustainable, and repeatable
framework for the Mobilization Team so that we can have healthier rhythms. Pray for creativity and wisdom to
come up with more ways to help the larger Bridgeway body engage in more evangelism, disciple-making, and
nations focused activities. We are asking the Lord to bring us some lay-leaders to help own the task of
equipping and empowering all of Bridgeway in disciple-making.

Shane Myers
Mobilization Team Lead
s.myers@bridgewaychurch.com
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Prayer
LAST YEAR
“I am praying that in 2020 we will see more and more hearts stirred to pray and eyes opened to the love of the
Father when they experience true intimacy with him through prayer.”
This was my prayer from last year’s annual report and I must say I believe God answered my prayer! I have
seen and heard so many testimonies of groups gathering to pray and seek Him. Our staff had a continual
reminder of abiding in Jesus and finding rest in him alone this past year. Thank you Jesus that you reach out
to us and long for true intimacy with your Bride.
I am thankful for those at Bridgeway who have faithfully prayed this year. With the help of technology we were
able to continue our weekly prayer meetings through livestream until we were allowed to gather face to face. It
was encouraging to see people joining us from all over the world to pray!

THIS YEAR
We are planning to create a video of the prayer training that we can use here as well as sharing with other
churches around the world.
We are working on building a team of coaches for those who want to join the prayer team so that our people
will feel more equipped to pray for others not just on Sunday mornings, but wherever the Lord may lead in their
daily lives.
As we begin this year with Beholding and Becoming more like Jesus, my hope is that our community will fall
more deeply in love with Jesus and know their true identity in Him.

FUN FACTS
In February we held a corporate prayer and fasting event. Each day at noon we would come together for
worship and prayer and we saw some powerful moves of God during those moments.
We had the opportunity to create 4 podcasts on prayer.
During our Sunday morning services we have 5 faithful leaders on our intercession team who partner with Holy
Spirit to cover Bridgeway in prayer. Before COVID we were up to 10-12 people praying at first service each
week and 5-6 in second service.

PRAY
Pray that our community would grow in the spiritual discipline of prayer and fasting. That this would be a part
of our daily life rhythms and that prayer would be as normal as breathing. Pray that our hearts would be
stirred in affection for Him, that He would be the first thought in our minds as we wake up in the morning and
our last thought as we lay our heads to sleep at night. Pray that our families will grow stronger through praying
together and that our singles will find communities that pray together.

Erin Goss
Associate Pastor of Prayer
e.goss@bridgewaychurch.com
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Students
LAST YEAR
Last summer, we made the switch from meeting on Sunday nights to Wednesday nights. The students handled
this transition with such maturity and grace.
Our annual Rethink fall retreat was a highlight for me. This year, we had the opportunity to spend several days
together at Central OK Camp in Gutherie. We played games, worshiped together, and spent time in Scripture.
Additionally, our students had the opportunity to learn from our Mobilization Team. The Lord used these team
members to stir up a heart for mission in several of our students.
I am incredibly proud of the way our 2020 seniors walked through the difficulties of last spring. Seeing the way
they handled cancellations and disappointments was a powerful testimony to the grace of God at work in their
lives.
In December, we were able to add two new members to our student ministry staff, Jae McBride and Jackson
Dowdell. Both Jae and Jackson are incredible blessings from the Lord to BWStudents. We are grateful to have
them on the team.

THIS YEAR
We plan to intentionally invest in and continue to develop our Wednesday night community groups.
We are currently dreaming and planning for summer camp.

FUN FACTS
Launched three new student community groups.
Added several new adult leaders to our team of volunteers.

PRAY
Please pray that the Lord would continue to open our students’ eyes to the beauty of the gospel, and that he
would give them a passion to pursue his gifts. Additionally, we are asking the Lord to burden our students’
hearts for unbelievers in their city and among the nations. Please pray that the Lord would continue to give our
team vision and passion for student ministry. Also, Brit and I deeply value your continued prayer for her
complete healing from Epilepsy.

Hayden Hefner
Pastor of Student Ministries
h.hefner@bridgewaychurch.com
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Worship
LAST YEAR
The Lord grew the Bridgeway Music Team in 2020. New Worship Leaders, Musicians and Production Team
members were added to our team, and we are so grateful!
New worship songs were written by several different songwriters! We’re preparing to record them and release
them throughout 2021.
For me (Tyler) and for others on our team, the presence of the Lord was felt in incredible ways throughout
2020 during our times of corporate worship. At times, His presence seemed tangible. He was near to lift the
heads of HIs people during a difficult season. I’m so grateful for this and am praying this only intensifies as we
worship Him together in 2021.

THIS YEAR
As we look to the future, the Lord is highlighting two things for us to focus on in Bridgeway Music:
Creativity. We are called to Worship God through our creativity as we use our gifts of music, liturgy, visual art,
production, song writing, recording, poetry and design.
Development. We are called to equip and release new worship leaders and musicians.

FUN FACTS
I’m praising the Lord that through all the uncertainty of last year, he provided Worship Leaders, Musicians,
Sound Techs, Live Stream Techs, and Video Techs for EVERY SINGLE corporate service held at Bridgeway in
2020. He preserved our team throughout 2020 and provided for the needs of Bridgeway’s corporate
gatherings.

PRAY
Pray that we grow in our love for and devotion to our King, and that our love for Him will overflow in creativity.
Pray that we will always define our identity by who we are in Jesus, not by what we do on a stage, in a studio,
or in a production booth. Pray that we will grow in excellence as we hone our craft for the glory of Jesus and
the good of Bridgeway. Pray that I will steward what the Lord has so graciously given Bridgeway Music for His
glory and the good of His Church. Pray that I will have wisdom as I train the many new worship leaders in our
body. Pray that my love for Jesus and my zeal to worship Him will ever increase and ever overflow as I pastor,
lead, train, and create.

Tyler Hayes
Pastor of Worship & Prayer
t.hayes@bridgewaychurch.com
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