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Introduction

Our journey begins with Palm Sunday and the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem 

where he is welcomed with shouts of “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord!” (Mark11:9). But we know that these same people would soon turn on 

him shouting “Crucify him!” in less than a week. The triumphal entry of Christ marks 

the beginning of a week-long journey of suffering that culminates with his death on the 

cross. We call this journey the passion of Jesus. But we also know that the story does 

not end there! On Easter Sunday, our Savior would accomplish final victory of sin and 

death in his resurrection. This is a beautiful and horrific journey from death to life and 

we want to lean into it with our eyes and hearts wide open.

Friends, we welcome you to Holy Week and invite you to embrace these crucial days. 

Holy Week is the most important week in the Christian calendar and this guide is an 

invitation for you to take a personal journey into the passion and resurrection of our 

Savior. We engage in Holy Week as a way to remember what God has done and is 

doing through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Our prayer is that we would 

remember, reflect on, and revel in the significance of Christ’s journey to and through 

the grave. We want to remember the historical events of Holy Week and what Jesus and 

his disciples experienced as he took each step closer to the cross. We want to reflect 

on our own sin and the increasing agony that Jesus must have felt as his sacrificial 

death grew imminent. And we want to revel in the victory over sin that is accomplished 

for us in His resurrection! Journey with us for a week of reflection, prayer, meditation, 

and confession and let the Gospel take deep roots in your heart this Holy Week.
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How to Use

This is a guided devotional meant to take you through the eight days of Holy 

Week with verses of scripture, short explanations, prayers, and prompts. Each 

day  will feature introduction, background, response, and confession pieces and 

end with a Gospel highlight. The introduction will identify the day and lead you in 

a prayer of preparation while the background will fill in the historical and biblical 

context of the event itself. The response will usually be a time for you to reflect on 

the character of Jesus revealed in this text while the confession will be a time for 

you to mourn over and repent of your sins. Finally, each day will include a time for 

you to reflect on how the Gospel can be clearly seen in the events of this day and 

how that Gospel frees you from all the sins of which you repented. 

Feel free to work through each day at your own pace, speeding up and slowing 

down as you feel led. If you are able, you are invited to read the prayers and the 

scriptures out loud. When you come to a prompt where you are asked to pray or 

meditate, spend as much or as little time as you desire. You are also encouraged 

to open to the biblical texts in the devotional and read the surrounding context to 

get more out of your time in God’s word. May Jesus reveal himself to you through 

his Spirit in these days.
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Palm Sunday: Hosanna

P H OTO
C R A Z Y  PA L M  L E AV E S  -  F U L L  S P R E A D



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today we pause to engage with Palm Sunday, the day Jesus entered Jerusalem on 
his way to the cross. 

Read and consider this verse:
“A great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, ‘Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!’” John 12:13
Take a few moments to let your imagination fill your mind with images of what 
you already know and can picture about this day. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“Merciful God, as we enter Passion Week, turn our hearts to Jerusalem, to the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, so that united with Christ and all the faithful, 
we may one day enter in triumph to the city not made by human hands, the new 
Jerusalem, eternal in the heavens, where with you and the Holy Spirit, Christ lives in 
glory forever. Amen.”

B AC KG R O U N D

The people of God had long been waiting for a savior. God had promised that 
his anointed one – known as the “Messiah” in Hebrew and the “Christ” in Greek – 
would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Read this prophecy. Notice the mention of a king, a donkey and the people’s 
response: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9

By riding into town on a donkey, Jesus was intentionally proclaiming that he was 
the King, the Messiah, and the Christ that God had promised. Take a moment to 
imagine what it would have been like to witness this prophecy being fulfilled as 
you yourself placed branches and garments along the path Jesus traveled. 

Read this verse aloud if you can. Speak these praises to Jesus:
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9–10)
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P H OTO
PA L M  L E AV E S  U P  C LO S E

C A N  G O  O N  E I T H E R  PAG E



R E S P O N S E

Hosanna was a special word used during specific corporate gatherings of the 
Jewish people. One of the two main times the “Hosanna” was traditionally spoken 
was during the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles. During the Feast of Booths, the 
people of Israel would dwell in booths so that they would remember that God 
made the people of Israel dwell in booths when he brought them out of the land 
of Egypt (Lev. 23:43). These booths would be constructed, among other things, 
out of palm branches (Lev. 23:40; Neh. 8:15). This feast was a reminder of God’s 
salvation. 

The people would traditionally read Psalm 113-118. Read one of the final verses 
the people would have read during the Feast of Tabernacles:
“Save us, we pray, O Lord [Hosanna]! O Lord, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord. The 
Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with 
cords, up to the horns of the altar!” Psalm 118:25-27 

“Hosanna” is an emphatic plea for help. It can be translated as “Save us Lord, we 
beg!” Imagine the entire congregation of Israel shouting, “Hosanna!” in response 
to this reading. In each of the Gospel accounts of Palm Sunday, the words from 
Psalm 118 are found on the lips of those shouting Hosanna: “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.” 

Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer of “Hosanna” to God. Reflect 
on your need for him. If it helps, put yourself in the place of those lining the road 
on Palm Sunday, shouting “Save us Lord, we beg!”

C O N F E S S I O N

It is a sobering fact to realize that those who shouted “Hosanna” along the road 
would soon be shouting “Crucify Him” in Pilate’s court. How flippant is our faith? 
How quickly do we turn from praise to denial? Take a moment to consider, 
lament, confess and repent of the ways you have abandoned Jesus with your life 
just days after praising him with your lips. 
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Pray this prayer:
“Loving God, you rode a donkey and came in peace,
humbled yourself and gave yourself for us.
We confess our lack of humility.
As you entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted “Hosanna: ‘Save us now!’”
On Good Friday they shouted “Crucify!”
We confess our praise is often empty.
We sing “Hosanna,” but cry “Crucify.”
We confess that we want to be accepted and take the easy way.
We do not stay true to your will.
Forgive us, Lord, and help us
to follow in the way of obedience. Amen.”

G O S P E L

The irony in those who first shouted “Hosanna” who then called out “Crucify Him” 
is found in the reason Jesus was entering the city in the first place. Jesus knew he 
was heading for the cross when he entered the city. Therefore, in order for Jesus 
to be the people’s Hosanna – the one who would save them – he would have to 
first be the crucified one. 

See the mind of Christ as he entered Jerusalem through these verses:
And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 
accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and 
shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on 
the third day he will rise.” Luke 18:31-33

Spend a few minutes in prayer, thanking Jesus for loving us so much that he 
entered Jerusalem knowing that he was riding to his death. Thank him for his 
sacrifice. Thank him for his love. Thank him for his commitment. 
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Our cry has not changed from the cries of the people lining the road with palm 
branches. We still cry out, “Hosanna – save us Lord, we beg!” The people on the 
first Palm Sunday looked forward to their salvation, though they did not know 
what it would look like. On this latest Palm Sunday, we look back to our salvation, 
knowing exactly what it looks like – a cross. During the Feast of Booths, many 
sacrifices were made. Imagine camping all around the Temple grounds, watching 
sacrificial animals bound with cords, some made from palm branches, being 
taken in for slaughter. 

As you read this Psalm again, Reflect on the fact that Jesus is the festal sacrifice 
bound with cords that answered our cries of Hosanna:
“Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and 
he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the 
horns of the altar!” (Psalm 118:25-27)

Spend these remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for answering 
our cries of Hosanna with his great act of sacrificial love.
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Holy Monday: Fig Tree



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Holy Monday. We will focus on Jesus cursing the 
fig tree before entering the temple.  

Read and consider this verse:
“On the following day, when they came from Bethany, Jesus was hungry. And seeing 
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When 
he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. And he 
said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” (Mark 11:12-14) 

Take a few moments to fill your imagination with what this might have looked like. 
Place yourself at the fig tree with Jesus and the disciples. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“Holy Father, you are the King and Ruler of all. Complete justice is in your hands 
alone. You weigh and judge. You remember and keep account. You are perfectly 
righteous in all your ways and pronouncements, yet you also extend forgiveness. 
Help me to see the severity of your curse and the fullness of your blessing.” 

B AC KG R O U N D

Many in Israel had constantly shown themselves to be a fruitless tree. Though 
adorned with the trappings of health, their faith and trust in God was dead to the 
root. They outwardly claimed to know the Lord, but inwardly knew him not. 

Read this warning from God:
“The ox knows his owner, and the donkey his master’s crib, but Israel does not know, 
my people do not understand.” Isaiah 1:3

Fig trees always show their leaves after they bear their fruit. Therefore, leaves 
should be a sign that the fruit is ready. However, the tree which Jesus cursed 
claimed fruit was present when it was not. It bore leaves, but no fruit. Take a 
moment to let Jesus’ object lesson sink in. Meditate on what this tree represents. 
Think about what it means to have the trappings and signs of fruit, but no fruit. 
Think about how that connects to Israel’s life and your own. 
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Read the following verse. If you can, speak the words of Jesus aloud:
“Seeing a fig tree by the wayside, Jesus went to it and found nothing on it but only 
leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” (Matt. 21:19)

This was a symbolic cursing of the sin and apostasy of Israel. Jesus is the judge of 
the world. His word is final and unchangeable. He holds the power to curse and 
the power to bless. He is mighty.



R E S P O N S E

Read this declaration of Jesus as judge:
“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men 
that all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He 
will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having 
furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31 

God granted Jesus the position of judge over the world and proved his 
appointment by raising him from the dead. 

Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer to Jesus the judge. Honor him 
for his power. Marvel at the perfect measure by which he weighs all humanity. 
Thank him for keeping evil accountable. Celebrate in the fact that he rewards 
goodness.



C O N F E S S I O N

It is sobering to realize that we would be in no better position than the judged fig 
tree without Christ’s intervention. Without God’s help, we would all be faking our 
fruit with lying leaves. Take a moment to consider, lament, and confess your need 
for help.  

Pray this prayer:
“Loving God, you are the Creator and Ruler of this world. As such, you have 
granted Jesus, your Son, all power to rule and reign. Jesus, we worship in the truth 
that you are Judge. We worship because you are a judge who does not stay on his 
throne. You are a judge who leaves his throne to take the judgment we deserve. 
Glory to your name!”

G O S P E L

The fig tree is as much about the state of Israel’s salvation as it is about the timing 
of the world's salvation. 

Read Matthew’s account of Jesus explaining what the fig tree represents:
“As soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates.” Matthew 24:32-33

At the fullness of time, Jesus came to the earth and at the fullness of time, Jesus 
will return. He is both the one who came to bear sin and the one who will come to 
judge sin. Jesus is the judge who cursed the fig tree. But Jesus is also the suffering 
servant who took our curse on a tree. The judge has become our advocate. The 
only sovereign who holds the world accountable has interceded for us.

Spend a few minutes in prayer. Thank Jesus for taking the curse we deserved on 
himself. Rejoice that he came at the perfect moment. Express your expectation 
of his perfectly timed return in the future.   
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See in this verse how we stand before Christ our judge:
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:10

Spend these remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for his power 
as judge, his perfect timing as Savior, and his ultimate sacrifice of becoming the 
curse for us.  
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Holy Tuesday: Temple



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Holy Tuesday, remembering the day Jesus entered 
the Temple.  

Read and consider this verse:
“Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and 
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you make it a den of robbers.” Matthew 21:12-13

Take a few moments to let your imagination fill your mind with images of what 
you already know and can picture about this day. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“Zealous God, I marvel that you are jealous for my praise. Not that it would add 
anything to you, but that it would grant everything to me. I rejoice that you would 
place yourself within the crowded and greedy courts of my heart to drive out that 
which seeks to replace you. You alone are my salvation and my joy.”

B AC KG R O U N D

Israel’s massive celebration of the Passover was drawing near and the temple 
courts would have been busting at their seams. Jews would have been streaming 
in from pilgrimages to offer their sacrifices and purchase the goods they required 
for the festivities. 

Read about the beginning of Passover. Notice what God commands:
“On the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb…without blemish, 
a male a year old…you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when 
the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.” 
Exodus 12:3-6
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This was God’s command before the final plague on Egypt, and Israel’s Exodus. 
The blood from the lambs would be painted over the doorways of every Israelite’s 
house. The judgment that was coming into Egypt would pass over the houses 
covered with the blood, saving those inside. During the time in which Jesus 
entered the temple, all Israel would be celebrating this day by offering their
sacrifices and partaking in the Feast of Unleavened Bread. But Jesus was going to 
reveal the sacrifice and salvation to which Passover truly pointed. 

Read this verse where God commands the continued observation of Passover:
“Keep the Passover to the Lord your God…You shall offer the Passover sacrifice to 
the Lord your God…You shall eat no leavened bread with it. Seven days you shall eat 
it with unleavened bread…that all the days of your life you may remember the day 
when you came out of the land of Egypt.” Deuteronomy 16:1-3 

R E S P O N S E

The people of Israel were engaging in a commanded celebration in order that 
they might remember the day of their salvation and that salvation requires 
a sacrifice. But when Jesus entered the temple during the preparations for 
Passover, he temporarily halted all the sacrifices and preparations. 

Read Hebrews’ description of how Jesus replaces the old sacrificial system:
“Every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.” Hebrews 10:11-12

Jesus brought the entire temple system to a halt during its busiest week in order 
to say, “The true sacrifice is here.” Jesus disrupted the preparations for Passover in 
order to say, “The true Passover lamb is here.” 

Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer of thanks to Jesus for being 
our perfect sacrifice and our Passover lamb. Thank him for lowering himself to 
the station of a slaughtered farm animal. Thank him that, well before the first 
Passover, he knew he would be the firstborn son slain by the wrath of God, the 
lamb sacrificed for the sins of his people.
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C O N F E S S I O N

The real offense in the temple was not economic, but spiritual. The people had 
replaced their dependence on God with dependence on a religious system. Their 
good deeds and privileged positions functioned as their saviors. How regularly do 
we replace our dependence on Jesus with the sacrifices of our own good deeds? 
Don’t we still try to earn God’s favor with our actions instead of looking to the 
final sacrifice? Take a moment to consider, lament, confess and repent of the 
ways you have sought to replace Jesus with works and how inadequate all your 
works are to save you.  

Pray this prayer:
“Jesus, my Passover lamb, thank you for being the unblemished sacrifice I need. 
No matter how many sacrifices I offer, no matter how many deeds I perform, 
nothing will be adequate to save me from my own evil heart and deserved 
punishment. I look to you alone, Jesus, to clear the temple of my heart and stand 
as its only trust.”

G O S P E L

Jesus is the sacrificial lamb. But he is also the clearer of the temple. Jesus does 
not just stand in the temple as the sacrifice for our sin, he clears the temple itself 
of sin. 

See the amazing connection Paul makes between the Passover and Jesus:
“Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch – as you really 
are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” 1 Corinthians 5:7

Spend a few minutes in prayer inviting Jesus into the temple of your heart as its 
clearer. Ask him to turn over your tables of self-reliance. Beg him to be the one 
who drives out every last robber of joy in the den of your soul. 
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Jesus is the cleanser and the clearer of our souls. May we let our assurance in 
his completed work as our sacrifice build our confidence in the fact that he will 
complete his work as our sanctifier. Let us never lose sight of this mighty image: 
Jesus standing in the temple as the replacement for all sacrifices. In order for us 
to be passed over, he had to die. To cleanse the temple, he had to offer himself as 
the final unblemished lamb. 

Read this verse:
“Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once 
for all when he offered himself.” Hebrews 7:27

Spend these remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for becoming 
the only sacrifice that could cause the penalty of our sin to pass us over.

25



Spy Wednesday: Silver



Spy Wednesday: Silver



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Spy Wednesday, the day Judas sold Jesus out to 
the chief priests for 30 pieces of silver. 

Read and consider this verse:
“Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty 
pieces of silver. And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.” 
Matthew 26:14-16

Take a few moments to let your imagination explore the fear, anger and darkness 
that must have been in Judas’ heart. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words: 
“All-knowing God, there is nothing in the shadows of this world or in the shadows 
of our hearts that you do not already fully know. All events, schemes, intentions 
and plans will result in your glory despite man's initial intent. What happens in 
secret will be brought to the light. What stands opposed to your plans will be used 
for your ends.”

B AC KG R O U N D

Satan found a foothold in Judas’ heart because of his love of money. The final 
push Judas needed was to see a year’s worth of wages, which he could have 
stolen, used to bless Jesus. 

Read Judas reaction to Jesus being anointed by expensive perfume:
“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 
He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.” 
John 12:5-6

Judas saw clearly that Jesus’ usefulness to him had reached an end. With all this 
talk of dying and his blatant misuse of resources, Judas was finished being a 
follower. 
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R E S P O N S E

Take a moment to allow the Holy Spirit to convict you of the ways in which you 
find Christ more useful than worshipful. Search your heart. If his usefulness is 
found to be used up, would you betray him too? 

Read this verse aloud if you can. Speak this plea as a prayer:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if 
there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!”  
Psalm 139:23-24 

Judas sold Jesus out for 30 pieces of silver. Exodus 21:32 states that this was the 
price of a slave. Jesus was sold for the price of a slave by one of those closest to 
him. 

Read this prophecy about Jesus:
“He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not.” Isaiah 53:3 

The Son of God knew from eternity past that he would be betrayed, handed over, 
and killed. Yet he came in order to be rejected. He left his glory so that he might 
not be esteemed. How great is the love and plan of God that he, who is above all 
worth, would allow himself to be sold for the price of a slave?  

Take the next few minutes to pray a prayer of honor. Thank God and give him 
praise for his supreme love and mercy toward you. Lift him high for lowering 
himself to the point of a slave for you. 

C O N F E S S I O N

It is a sobering fact to realize that, like Judas, we too have sold Jesus through 
betrayal, mockery and sin – often for much less than 30 pieces of silver. Woe to 
us for treating he, who is above worth, as worthless. Let us, who have taken the 
master of everything and sold him as a slave, mourn and repent. Take a moment 
to consider, lament, confess and repent of the ways you have betrayed Jesus, both 
before coming to faith and after. 
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Pray this prayer:
“Merciful God, I bless you for loving me though I constantly betray you. I praise 
you for loving me when I was handing you over to death. Replace my fear of man 
with love for you. Drive out the ways I use you with more reasons to worship you. 
Keep me, Lord, from ever fully betraying you whom I most love. All my trust is in 
you.”

G O S P E L

The irony of Judas’s action is that he was sold under sin when he sold Jesus to the 
chief priests. Not just Judas, but all humanity is sold under sin as a slave. We do 
not have one piece of silver that could go toward paying down the debt we owe 
to buy our freedom. 

See the difference between what we earn as slaves and what we are given 
as children: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23

Through our deeds, we have lined our pockets with blood money that can 
only buy death. But, because of Jesus’ death bought by Judas’ betrayal, we have 
received eternal life as a free gift.  

Spend a few minutes in prayer thanking Jesus for turning our betrayal into our 
salvation. Glory in him for being sold into slavery for 30 pieces of silver so that our 
freedom might be bought with the infinitely precious blood of God’s Son. 
Though the events of Spy Wednesday happened in a hidden meeting away from 
Jesus, he was not taken by surprise. Everything occurred according to God’s plan 
and foreknowledge. What happens in the dark will come to the light. What man 
contrives in secret will be brought to God’s clear and final ends.  

See in this verse how the foreknowledge of God is presented within the betrayal 
and death of Jesus: “This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”  
Acts 2:23

Spend the remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for being betrayed 
so that those of us who constantly betray him might be saved. Thank him that all 
the evil acts done in the dark will ultimately be worked out for God’s good in the 
light.
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Maundy Thursday: Love



I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Maundy Thursday, the day Jesus celebrated 
Passover with his disciples and gave them a new commandment. Maundy comes 
from the Latin mandatum novum meaning “new commandment.” Therefore, you 
could rightly call today “New Commandment Thursday.”  

Read and consider this verse:
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

Take a few moments to imagine the last supper, Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, 
and sharing his parting words. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“God of love, as we prepare to remember the events of this poignant night, open 
our eyes to see the beauty of Jesus’ self-giving love, and by your Spirit, work in our 
community a desire and commitment to serve each other and our hurting world. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

B AC KG R O U N D

At first glance, it seems strange that Jesus says that he is giving the disciples a 
new commandment. 

Read this verse. Notice the similarities between this command and the one Jesus 
gave to his disciples:“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the 
sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” 
Leviticus 19:18

The command to love your neighbor is not new. However, the way we are 
commanded to love our neighbor is new. In the Old Covenant, we are to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. In the New Covenant, we are to love our neighbors as 
Jesus loved us. Take a moment to consider what the difference is between loving 
others as you love yourself and loving others as Jesus loved us.
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Read this verse:
“Jesus laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciple’s feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him.” John 13:4-5 

Here is a famous picture of Jesus’ love. In washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus showed 
us what his love looks like.  His love is selfless, humble and unmerited.

R E S P O N S E

Read the reason Jesus gave for washing the disciples’ feet:
“I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger 
greater than the one who sent him.” John 13:15-16 

Jesus is the Lord of all, yet he humbled himself to the position of a servant. This 
teaches us that there are no lengths to which we should not go to serve others. 
Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer of thankfulness to Jesus for 
becoming a servant. Marvel at the fact that he lowered himself to the point of 
serving the people he created. Thank him for his service to you.

C O N F E S S I O N

It is a sobering fact to realize that those of us who have been served by the only 
one to whom all service is due, have regularly refused to serve others, yet still 
claim the name of Jesus. How proud are our hearts? How quickly are we to receive 
the service of God and refuse to serve others? Take a moment to consider, 
lament, confess and repent of the ways you have refused to love and serve others 
the way Jesus has loved and served you.  

Pray this prayer:
“God of true love, you have shown us what real love looks like. You who owed 
service to no one and had no one above you, became lower than the least of us in 
order to serve all of us. You have called me to love others as you loved me. Teach 
me, Lord, to love in that way.”
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G O S P E L

Jesus lifted up the command of love from the Old Testament. No longer are we to 
love others inasmuch as we are capable of loving ourselves. Instead, we love them 
as Jesus loved us. Loving others as you love yourself means you love them at your 
level. To love someone below your station lifts them up to your level and loves 
them there. It does not lower oneself, but elevates someone else. However, Jesus 
loved others by lowering himself below the station of those who should have 
served him. This love is perfectly and ultimately shown in the cross of Jesus Christ.

Read these verses aloud if you can:
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8 

Spend a few minutes in prayer, thanking Jesus for loving us so much that he took 
the form of a servant and served to the point of death. Praise him for his sacrifice. 
Honor him for showing us such an impossible and unprecedented love. 

Ultimately, it was Jesus laying down his life on the cross that taught his disciples 
and the world the lesson that washing feet could only partly portray. Jesus not 
only gave us an example of the New Commandment on the cross, but also the 
means to fulfill it.  First, the mindset necessary to love others this way is ours in 
Christ (Phil. 2:5). Second, the fullest way we can love someone is by pointing them 
to how Jesus has loved them. For no matter how much we lay down our lives for 
others, no sacrifice but Jesus’ can save them.  

Read these words Jesus spoke before washing the disciple’s feet:
“Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter 
said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean.’ ” John 13:8-10 
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The real washing that comes from Jesus’ type of love makes us completely clean. 
This is the washing that comes from his blood, shed for us through his sacrificial 
love. 

Spend the remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for bowing down 
like a servant to give up his life in order to make us clean. Ask him to empower 
you to love others with this type of love and to embolden you to share the news 
of his love with those around you.
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Good Friday: Finished



40

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Good Friday, the day Jesus died. 

Read and consider this verse:
“And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Mark 15:34

Take a few moments to let your imagination fill your mind with images of what 
you already know and can picture about the crucifixion of Jesus.  

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“King of Glory, we adore you, our Savior and Lord.
You suffered on the cross and gave your life as a ransom for many.
We bless and thank you for the outpouring of your love
and offer our worship today out of unspeakable gratitude. Amen.”

B AC KG R O U N D

On the cross Jesus invoked the words of Psalm 22. 

Read this part of Psalm 22 Jesus quoted on the cross:
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, 
from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and 
by night, but I find no rest.” 

This is a mighty mystery and a weighty word: the Son of God was forsaken by 
God the Father. Jesus could not have been cut out of the eternal Trinity. Nor 
could he have been out of the Father’s love or unsupported by the Holy Spirit. 
Nevertheless, he was truly forsaken. He did not just feel forsaken, but was 
forsaken. He became sin, bore the curse and drank the full cup of God’s wrath. 

Take a moment to imagine the weight of Jesus being forsaken. Try to wrap your 
mind around the Son of God becoming sin, the ultimate blessing taking the 
ultimate curse and the true judge willfully receiving undeserved wrath.



R E S P O N S E

Read this prophecy about Jesus:
“Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with 
the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 
transgressors” Isaiah 53:12

Jesus did not bear some faint relation to sinners. He was made a sinner. He was 
numbered with the transgressors. The Holy Son of God stood as a condemned 
man before his Holy Father. 

Read this verse aloud if you can:
“For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21

Not only was Jesus numbered among the sinners, he became sin for us. Jesus 
became sin, condemned to bear its curse. He had no cover. No one could serve 
as his advocate. Nothing could be offered as his expiation. He had to bear all, and 
God would not, could not, spare him till the ransom was paid in full.

Take the next few minutes to reflect on the stunning truth that the perfect Son of 
God became sin for us. Pray your own prayer of awe and thankfulness to Jesus.

Pray this prayer:
“Merciful Savior, you are the only one fully accepted by God, yet you were 
rejected to bring acceptance to your people. You are the only true Son of God – 
same God of same God – yet you were forsaken to bring adoption to your people. 
Help me to see the weight of my sin in the weight of your payment. Kill the sin in 
me for which you died to pay. Thank you, my Lord and Savior.”
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G O S P E L

As Jesus was on the cross, he was experiencing, in one tiny point in space and in 
one tiny moment in time, all that sin deserved. In human nature, he suffered the 
fury of Hell. But then, suddenly, it was over. The sacrifice was complete.  

Listen to some of the final words of Jesus on the cross:
“When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, ‘It is finished,’ and he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.” John 19:30

Spend a few minutes in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to shed new light on 
these last words of Jesus: “It is finished.” Consider how these words apply to the 
payment for sin, the sacrifices for sins, the reign of sin, the cost of sin, and the 
punishment against sin.  

We would never have been able to say the words Jesus said. We would never have 
been able to say, “It is finished. I’ve done enough to pay for my sins.” Instead, 
the only thing our works earn us is death. Jesus, as the sinless sacrifice, was not 
paying for his sins, but for the sins of all who would believe in him. He finished the 
work we never could.  

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit” 
1 Peter 3:18

Spend the remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for finishing the 
work of paying for sin by being put to death so that you may live. 
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Holy Saturday: Sheol





I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today we pause to engage with Holy Saturday, the day Jesus lay dead in the tomb. 

Read and consider these verses:
“Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a 
member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their 
decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen 
shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. It 
was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. The women who had 
come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 
Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.” Luke 23:50-56

Take a few moments to imagine what it would have looked like to take Jesus off 
the cross, wrap him in linens and lay him in a tomb. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“God, I admit that death is a mystery to me. What is even more of a mystery is 
that somehow your Son, Jesus, entered the realm of the dead. Into what depth 
will you not enter in order to show us your love and accomplish your plan? Reveal 
to me the parts of this great mystery of death that my human mind is able to 
understand. Teach me Lord I pray. Amen.”

B AC KG R O U N D

On Holy Saturday the body of Jesus was in the tomb, but the spirit of Jesus went 
elsewhere. 

Compare these two verses. See how Sheol is the place where both the wicked 
and the righteous (as in the case of Joseph) will go:
“O Lord, let me not be put to shame, for I call upon you; let the wicked be put to 
shame; let them go silently to Sheol.” Psalm 31:17 

“Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son 
many days. All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused 
to be comforted and said, ‘No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.’ ” 
Genesis 37:34-35
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Sheol was the destination for all the dead. But Sheol was not the same for all. 
There were two locations within Sheol separated by a large chasm. 

Read these verses within the parable of the rich man and Lazarus:
“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man 
also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side…between [them] a great chasm [had 
been] fixed.” Luke 16:22-23, 26

R E S P O N S E

Sheol was a place for all the dead, including Jesus. But Jesus did not visit Sheol as 
someone defeated. He visited Sheol as the conqueror. 

Read this promise from the Psalms about what God will accomplish in Sheol:
“But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.” 
Psalm 49:15

Following his death for sin, Jesus journeyed to Sheol, to the City of Death, and 
ripped the doors off its hinges. He ransomed all the Old Testament faithful and 
led them to Paradise, the Third Heaven, where they would be with him. 

Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer of thankfulness to God for 
loosing the power of Sheol. For being at Abraham’s side is nothing compared to 
being at Jesus’ side. Thank him for entering into a place he would never have had 
to enter. Thank him for rescuing us.

C O N F E S S I O N

It is a sobering fact to realize how little we think of death when Jesus went 
through so much to rescue us from it. How rarely do we celebrate our victory over 
the grave? How often do we take life for granted and spend days without thanking 
Jesus for our future with him? Take a moment to consider, lament, confess, and 
repent of the ways you have taken life for granted and overlooked your freedom 
from death. 
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Pray this prayer:
“Jesus, I thank you that there is nowhere you won’t go to rescue me. You 
descended into the depths of the grave and beyond in order to bring freedom. 
Thank you that you did not abandon your creation to Sheol but entered Sheol to 
bring your creation to your side. Help me to live in the freedom you have bought 
and long for the day when you will make me victorious over Sheol.”

G O S P E L

We know Jesus did not need to go into Hades and be tortured for us because he 
said, “It is finished” on the cross. Instead, he brought Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, 
John the Baptist, and all the faithful from Abraham’s side up to a place he called 
Paradise. 

See the promise of Paradise in these words of Jesus on the cross:
One of the criminals on Jesus’ side said, “‘Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.’ And he said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ ” Luke 23:42

Spend a few minutes in prayer, thanking Jesus for giving us the greatest gift of all – 
being in his presence. Thank him, not only for not abandoning us to Sheol, but for 
bringing us up to dwell in his presence, which is paradise indeed.

We are not meant to only dwell with Jesus in Paradise as spirits. We were created 
to be embodied spirits. Death separates the spirit from the body; this is one of 
its greatest tragedies. But when Jesus returns, our spirits will be rejoined with our 
new glorified bodies. Death itself will be thrown into a full and final Sheol and we 
will experience spirit embodied life with Jesus forever. 

Read and marvel at these verses:
“And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 
who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they 
had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.” 
Revelation 20:13-14

Spend the remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus for defeating death 
so completely that death, the grave, and Sheol will all be killed once and for all. 
Wonder at the completeness of his victory.
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Easter Sunday: Risen





I N T R O D U C T I O N

Today, we pause to engage with Easter Sunday , the day Jesus rose from the dead. 

Read and consider this verse:
“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen; he is 
not here. See the place where they laid him.” Mark 16:6

Take a few moments to let your imagination fill your mind with images of the 
empty tomb. Let your emotions follow your imagination. Think of actually finding 
a man you buried no longer in his tomb. 

Pray this prayer and consider its words:
“Powerful God, only you are stronger than death. Since you are eternal, you never 
had to taste death. Yet, because of your great love, you became flesh in order 
to die. But the grave could not hold you. You not only rose from the dead, but 
defeated death itself for us. Thank you, Jesus, for tasting death and beating death. 
Amen.”

B AC KG R O U N D

The followers of Jesus could not believe that he had died. They also seemed to 
lack any hope that he would rise again. But the Bible has always known that the 
Messiah would rise from the dead. 

Read this prophecy:
“My heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. For you 
will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.” Psalm 16:9-10

David wrote these words, but he did indeed die. In fact, his tomb was in Jerusalem 
and could be visited by any who wished. 

Take a moment to remember one specific grave you’ve visited. Remember how 
still it looked. Recall how preserved and untouched it was. This is what David’s 
grave would have looked like, but not the grave of Jesus.
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R E S P O N S E

Read this verse:
“I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day…he foresaw and spoke about the 
resurrection of the Christ that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption.” Acts 2:29, 31 

Jesus is the fulfillment of the words written by David in the Psalms. In fact, all the 
promises God made to King David are actually made true by Jesus and apply to 
him. 

Read this covenant God made with King David:
“I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever.” 2 Samuel 7:12-13

Jesus is the true descendant that came from David’s body. Therefore, it is through 
him that God established his kingdom. The ultimate twist in the story is that 
the king who came to earth is God himself – the highest king. God came in the 
person of Jesus and therefore is the one who sits, not on an earthly throne, but on 
the heavenly throne. Jesus is the one God “raised up” and is now “exalted at the 
right hand of God.” (Acts 2:32-33) This is the glory of the resurrection: he who died 
now reigns on the throne of the universe. He who defeated death is now King of 
life. 

Take the next few minutes to pray your own prayer to Jesus as the exalted King 
on his throne. Thank him that he did what no earthly ruler could. Thank him for 
bringing heaven to earth by becoming flesh.

C O N F E S S I O N

It is a sobering fact to realize how regularly we ignore the glory, beauty and power 
of the enthroned Jesus. How quickly do we move through our lives unaware of 
the Lord? How often do we take the blessing of the cross for granted without 
stopping to truly treasure and love the beautiful one on his throne? Take a 
moment to consider, lament, confess and repent of the ways you have belittled 
the majesty of the enthroned Jesus.  
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Pray this prayer:
“Enthroned Jesus, we praise you for your power, beauty and love. You reign over 
everything including death itself. I confess the ways in which I have overlooked 
your unmissable power for the weak things of this world. Give me new eyes, Jesus, 
to see the power of your resurrection and the permanence of your throne. Amen.”

G O S P E L

The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our greatest hope. Since he was 
raised from the dead, we will be raised like him as well.  

Listen to the promise made to all who are born again in Christ:
“For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his.” Romans 6:5

Spend a few minutes in prayer, thanking Jesus for securing your own resurrection 
by defeating death. Marvel at the truth that you will certainly rise from the dead, 
just as he did.  

The greatest joy which the resurrection brings is the second coming of Jesus. He 
rose and is coming back. When he comes back, we will be raised from the dead 
and will inherit our glorified bodies, just as he did. Our glorified bodies will be like 
his, just as our resurrection will be like his. 

Read this glimpse into the second coming of Jesus:
“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 
is.” 1 John 3:2 

Spend the remaining moments in joyful prayer, thanking Jesus that he will return 
to raise you from the dead, just as he was raised. Marvel at the fact that you will 
be made like him. Above all, rejoice that you will see him as he is and dwell with 
him forever. This is the greatest joy of Easter.
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Benediction

May the God who shakes heaven and earth, 

whom death could not contain,

who lives to disturb and heal us,

bless you with power

to go forth and proclaim the gospel.

The grace of God be with you all,

now and always.

Amen.
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