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NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECY FOR TODAY 
“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10b). 
 
Foundational Truths of New Testament Prophecy 
 
1. What is prophecy? 
 

• Prophecy is direct revelation from God. 
• The capital “P” of prophecy is the Bible. 
• When God gives revelation through other means, it is also prophecy “p”. 
• What is the difference between the two? 

o The Bible is God-breathed, inerrant revelation for all God’s people at all times. (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17)                                  

o Other revelations (“p”) are primarily for a specific person or for a group of people for 
a specific time. These must be judged as to their accuracy. They do not carry the 
same authority as Scripture. (Acts 21:10-14) 

 
2. All believers are exhorted to seek after spiritual gifts, especially prophecy. 
 
It’s actually a command in the Greek language. “Pursue love, and earnestly desire spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy” (1 Cor. 14:1). 
 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 
the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 4:10-11). 
 
3. The primary purpose of prophecy in the N.T. is to edify, encourage and comfort 

people. (1 Cor. 14:3) 
 
4. All prophetic “words” must be judged, weighed, or tested. (1 Cor. 14:29, 32; 1 Thess. 

5:19-22) 
 
5. There are 3 parts to a prophecy: 
 

1. Revelation (what comes from God) 
2. Interpretation (Human understanding)  
3. Application 
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The Who, Why, How and What of New Testament Prophecy  
 
Who can prophesy? Anyone who believes in Jesus. (John 10:27, 14:26, 16:13, 18:37) 
 
Why should we pursue prophecy? 
 
• It is obedience to Scripture. (1 Cor. 14:1) 
• It benefits the church. (1 Cor. 14:3) 
• It often reveals on an individual basis how intimately God is involved in our lives.  
 
How does God reveal things other than through Scripture? (see also “How God Speaks” 
handout)  
 
• Pictures in our minds 
• Inner impressions, promptings, or just a deep sure “knowing.” (word of knowledge or wisdom) 
• Visions of different kinds 
• Art or music 
• Books 
• Nature around us 
• Physical sights or feelings in our bodies 
• Dreams  
 

How do we know if a dream is from God? (Num. 12:6; Acts 2:17) 
 

o It’s indelibly imprinted in our minds. 
o A “God Dream” is usually followed by divine instruction as to its significance or purpose.  

(1 Kings 3:5-14; Dan. 2:30) 
o Dreams from God will often carry some sort of significance in your life or lives of others.  

(ex: Daniel’s dreams) 
o It can be a warning. (Job 33:14-17) 
o It is often symbolic, but God gives interpretation. (Dan. 2:28) 
o NOTE: Be careful with books on dream interpretation. Avoid most of them. 

 
What do we do with these messages from God?  
 
• Ask God for guidance. It may be that you are supposed to only pray about it.  
• Learn how God usually speaks to you. (i.e. your own love language from God) 
• If we are to speak out the “word”, how do we deliver it?  

 
o “I have a sense or an impression I believe is from the Lord.”  
o “I have a picture in my mind that I believe is for someone here or ‘you’.  
o “I had a dream and you were in it. May I share it?”  
o When you give a word to an individual, ask them if it makes sense.  
o Avoid overly religious phrases such as “Thus saith the Lord” or “God sent me here to tell you 

this.  
 
BE NATURALLY SUPERNATURAL!  
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How Do We Test, Weigh, Judge Prophetic Words?  
 
See 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 and 1 Corinthians 14:29, 32. 
 
• It cannot contradict Scripture. It must align with the scriptures.  
• Does it confirm what the Holy Spirit is already doing?  
• Does it edify, encourage, or comfort?  
• If it is predictive, does it come to pass? 
• Is it spoken in love for the recipient or is it manipulative and serves only to draw attention to the 

speaker? 
• Does the broader community endorse it? 
• Does it correspond to personal experience?  
 
Read Acts 21:4,10-14. 
 
Practical Do’s and Don’ts of Prophecy  
 
• Do not expose someone’s sin or identify them by name. Speak in general terms and ask the Holy 

Spirit to bring conviction. (I Cor. 14:24, 25) 
• In general, avoid prophesying about marriages, babies, moves, or job changes.  
• If God reveals a person’s physical affliction, do not immediately assume that He is going to heal 

them. Pray for them, but don’t pronounce them healed.  
• Do not tell a person what “God’s will” is for his/her life.  
• Be very careful about prophesying public, political, or natural disasters. (Amos 3:7) 
• Be cautious about excessive dependence on prophetic words for daily, routine decisions. 
• Resist the pressure to prophesy ‘on demand’ and the temptation to speak when God is silent. 
• Do not let your identity be dependent on your gifting.  
• Don’t despise prophecy when things go badly or when some people get offended or someone 

gets it wrong. (1 Thess. 5:19-22) 
• Be content with giving the revelation, and then be quiet. Don’t be pressured to give the 

interpretation or application. Although at times there may be exceptions to this.  
• Do not make a prophetic word center on what is going on in your personal life.  
• How to handle questionable “words”: 

o Some words need immediate correction when they don’t agree with Scripture. 
o Don’t hastily criticize—-treat the person with grace. 
o Remember: Not everything that passes through your mind is prophetic. 
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Guidelines for Public Expression of Prophecy  
 
This should always take place under the authority of the elders and pastors. 
 
• Select designated “point persons.” 
• Those who feel like they have heard a word from God will approach a point person.  

o Ask, if possible, that they write it down and give it to the point person in time for them to 
evaluate it. 

• The “point person” must make a judgement on: 
o whether that person has indeed heard from God 
o whether the “word” is for public pronouncement 
o when or if it should be shared in the service or at another time and place 

• It must also be decided who will share it after a judgement has been made. 
• Those sharing a word publicly should be encouraged to be concise.  
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