
 

Suggested Reading for Missions 
 

1. Saturate by Jeff Vanderstelt - Missional Living 

What does living for Jesus look like in the everyday stuff of life? Many Christians have unwittingly                 
embraced the idea that “church” is a once-a-week event rather than a community of Spirit-empowered               
people; that “ministry” is what pastors do on Sundays rather than the 24/7 calling of all believers; and                  
that “discipleship” is a program rather than the normal state of every follower of Jesus. But there is                  
more—much more. Packed full of biblical teaching, compelling stories, and real-world advice, this book              
will remind you that Jesus is filling the world with his presence through the everyday lives of everyday                  
people…People just like you. 

2. Gaining by Losing by JD Greear - Strategy for Mobilizing and Multiplying 

When Jesus gave his disciples the Great Commission, he revealed that the key for reaching the world                 
with the gospel is found in sending, not gathering. Though many churches focus time and energy on                 
attracting people and counting numbers, the real mission of the church isn’t how many people you can                 
gather. It’s about training up disciples and then sending them out. The true measure of success for a                  
church should be its sending capacity, not its seating capacity. But there is a cost to this. To see                   
ministry multiply, we must release the seeds God has placed in our hands. And to do that, we must                   
ask ourselves whether we are concerned more with building our kingdom or God’s. 

3. Chasing the Dragon by Jackie Pullinger - Autobiography of a Global Worker 

Until it was pulled down, the Walled City was Hong Kong's most foreboding territory. It was a lawless                  
place, dominated by the Triads, and which the police hesitated to enter. Strangers were unwelcome.               
Drug smuggling and heroin addiction flourished, as did prostitution and pornography, extortion and             
fear. When Jackie Pullinger set sail from England in 1966 she had no idea that God was calling her to                    
the Walled City. Yet, as she spoke of Jesus Christ, brutal Triad gangsters were converted, prostitutes                
quit, and Jackie discovered a new treatment for drug addiction: baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

4. Let the Nations Be Glad by John Piper - Theology of Mission 

Drawing on texts from the Old and New Testaments, Piper demonstrates that worship is the ultimate                
goal of the church and that proper worship drives missionary outreach. He describes prayer as the fuel                 
of missions work because of its focus on a relationship with God rather than the needs of the world. He                    
goes on to illustrate that while suffering is the price of missions, God is worthy of any sacrifice. He                   
examines whether Jesus is the only way to salvation and discusses the extent of the missionary                
enterprise, seeking to define the scope of the task and the means to reaching "all nations." 

5. Radical by David Platt - Theology of Comfort / Sacrifice 

"Do you believe that Jesus is worth abandoning everything for?" In Radical, David Platt invites you to                 
encounter what Jesus actually said about being his disciple, and then obey what you have heard. He                 
challenges you to consider with an open heart how we have manipulated a God-centered gospel to fit                 
our human-centered preferences. With passionate storytelling and convicting biblical analysis, Platt           
calls into question a host of comfortable notions that are common among Christ's followers today.               
Then he proposes a radical response: live the gospel in ways that are true, filled with promise, and                  
ultimately world changing. 

 



 

6. Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper - Theology of Comfort / Sacrifice 

The American dream beckons people to spend their lives on trivial diversions, slipping through life               
caught up with seeking success, comfort, and pleasure above all else. But God designed people for far                 
more than this. In this best-selling book, John Piper makes a passionate plea to the next generation to                  
avoid the dangers of a wasted life, calling us to take risks and make sacrifices that matter for eternity                   
— with a single, soul-satisfying passion for the glory of God that seeks to make much of him in every                    
sphere of our lives. 

7. Tactics by Greg Koukl - Moving the Gospel Conversation Forward 

In a world indifferent or even opposed to Christian truth, followers of Christ must be better equipped to                  
communicate the timeless message of the Christian faith. But how do you have a conversation with                
someone who is intent on proving you wrong and won't accept the Bible as a source of authority? In                   
Tactics, you'll learn how to maneuver comfortably and graciously through the minefields of a              
challenging discussion, how to stop challengers in their tracks, and how to turn the tables on questions                 
or provocative statements. Most importantly, you'll learn how to get people thinking about Jesus.              
Tactics provides the game plan for communicating the compelling truth about Christianity with             
confidence and grace. 

8. Evangelism by J. Mack Stiles - Sharing the Gospel 

Christians often struggle to know where to start when it comes to telling others about God, Jesus, sin,                  
and salvation. In this short book, J. Mack Stiles challenges us to view evangelism as something we do                  
together instead of something we do alone, helping churches cultivate a culture of evangelism that               
goes beyond simply creating new programs or adopting the latest method. The seventh volume in the                
9Marks: Building Healthy Churches series, this book will help Christians joyfully embrace evangelism             
as a way of life as it equips them to share their faith with those who don’t yet know Jesus. 

9. Questioning Evangelism by Randy Newman - Asking Questions in Gospel Conversation 

A much-needed look at sharing Christ with unbelievers, based not on the techniques of guerrilla               
hard-sell tactics, but on engaging questions and caring interaction. Filled with humor and stories, this               
book provides a challenging yet encouraging look at evangelism in our world today. This volume               
argues that asking questions and starting meaningful conversations is a far better method for sharing               
faith than prepared lectures or statements. It gives advice on what people need to hear in response to                  
the world around them.  

10. Power Evangelism by John Wimber - Holy Spirit-Empowered Evangelism  

This revised and updated edition describes the releasing of God's power through signs and wonders to                
refresh, renew, heal, and equip His people. Drawing from the teaching of the New Testament and with                 
illustrations from his own experience, Vineyard leader John Wimber persuades the reader to "yield              
control of our lives to the Holy Spirit." Though Wimber died in 1997, his teaching continues to spread                  
throughout the Vineyard movement, through the broader renewal movement, and to Christians across             
the globe, even those who do not consider themselves charismatic. Coauthor Kevin Springer--also a              
Vineyard pastor--has found that since its first publication, the influence of Power Evangelism has been               
explosive. This edition includes a chapter-by-chapter study guide and reflects changes Springer and             
other power evangelism practitioners have made in presentation--not in content--for readers in the new              
millennium. 


